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Several typographical errors escaped the eye of the 
proof reader, or, at any rate, were not corrected. The 
greater part of these are trivial, and will not obscure the 
meaning of the text. The following are possible excep- 
tions, and are therefore corrected here : 

On page 27, seventh line from the bottom, read, 
"Preacher's wife," not preacher's life. ' 

On page 77, sixth line from top, read, "Neither were 
there commissions," not neither were these commissions. 

On page 77, the eighteenth line from the top, is a * 

repetition of the line next above it; omit it in reading. 

On page 132, the twelfth line from the top, read, 
"Coulterville," not Counterville. 

On page 284, eighteenth line from the bottom, read, 
"Only a few new names," not only a few names. 

On page 284, ten lines from the bottom, read, "Jack- 
son work," not Jackson's work. 
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"DEDICATION. 

To the Breihern of the CaltfomU Conference, 
than l»hom a more noble company of faithful ministers 
cannot be found ^tthin any ecclesiastical body, this 
history is affectionately dedicated by the ^ lt?riter, 
Itfhose greatest pleasure and highest honor are found in 
the fact that he has had a place among them for 
forty-three years of his life* 



PKEFACE. 

To write authentic history is no easy task. Even if tlie 
events recorded are of quite recent date, yet great care is neces- 
j^ary to prevent serious blunders. This by no means impeaches 
the veracity of witnesses. Memory itself needs some verifying 
process in order to be received with perfect confidence. The 
period covered by this history is substantially fifty years. In all 
those years, from 1851, the writer has been on the ground, witli 
only a very few intervals of absence. In some degree also he has 
been a participant in the events described, yet he has had no 
small difficulty in settling a thousand and one questions which 
from time to time have- arisen where one would naturally sup- 
pose that an appeal to the judgment of memory would be suffi- 
cient. He does not claim immunity from all errors. He is only 
certain that in addition to a fairly good memory he has taken the 
utmost pains to make his histor}^ reliable. The work involved 
has been ji pei^fect drudgen% and nothing but a desire to do a 
much needed service, and to meet the desire expressed by the 
conference, would have induced him to undertake it, or to keep 
him at it until it was finished. 

The writer desires here to make acknowledgments to the 
many valued friends who have helped so materially in making 
up this history. A great amount of matter of the greatest value 
was furnished by Dr. H. B. Heacock. Dr. J. D. Hammond, by 
correspondence, secured some valuable letters from the Mission 
Booms in New York, also from parties in Oregon, all of which 
he kindly placed at the writer's service. By these papers some 
disputed facts were really settled beyond question. Kobert 
McElroy, the writer's old-time friend, has helped much, and the 
composition of his ready pen will be found in some very inteirest- 
ing passages. This is also true of Dr. M. C. Briggs, and others. 
William Abbott gave much valuable help in writing up the 
liistor}^ of dear old Central Church, about which linger some of 
the sweetest memories of the long ago. Many thanks are due 
the employees of the Book Depository for favors shown while 
searching among the files of the Advocate for items no where else 
to be found. Thanks are also tendered to those who, in response 
to the oft repeated requests for information, semt accounts of 
themselves and the churches with which they were connected. 
It is with much regret that he must add that if all had done as 
well as some, the work might have been very much more perfect. 

It could not have been otherwise than that a work such as 
was needed could not be made, at least in every part, of interest 



to the general reader. The book was not written for that pur- 
pose. Yet the general reader, it is hoped, will find much that will 
interest him, and he can pass lightly over dry details, such as 
the long lists of pastors in the several churches, and similar 
matter, which, though often occurring, make up only a small 
part of the history. Yet to the parties interested this dull read- 
ing will prove the most valuable part of the book. 

An explanation may be of service to the reader. In order 
to shorten the work, too long at the best, he planned to notice 
the succession of names belonging to an appointment, and also 
the ministers in charge of the same, by no more words than were 
necessary. The reader will at once see that where no change in 
name or pastor occurs, no change has taken place. The time 
which each pastor remained in the several charges, is the time 
until another is appointed. 

Finally, the writer wishes here to record his thanks to 
Almighty God for the privilege of seeing the b(K)k completed 
upon which he has given nearly two years of earnest work. Much 
of this time his onlv study amid ver}' precarious health. 

Saxta Cruz, April 27^ 1900. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Early Planting. 



It is probable that the public worship of God according to 
rites of the Church of England was conducted on land, near the 
end of Point Reyes, in the year 1579. Sir Francis Drake, re- 
turning from a fruitless effort to find the Northwest Passage, 
wintered at that place and the services were conducted by his 
chaplain on one of the saint's days observed by the church. It 
may have been that services were held on shipboard along the 
Coast many times during the centuries that followed, but we 
have no reason to believe that Protestant worship was ever con- 
ducted on California soil during all the years that intervened 
between Drake's visit and the capture of the country by the 
United States in Julv 1846. 

Tho Franciscan Monks, under the leadership of Junipero 
Serra, planted the Mission of San Diego in 1769, that of San 
Carlo»,-near Monterey, in 1770, and a line of missions between 
the two places, and extending on to San Francisco, sprang into 
existence within a little more than a score of years following 
It would, however, have been a most shocking desecration, in the 
estimation of these priests, had any Protestant minister 
preached, or even prayed, in California for three-quarters of a 
century previous to the conquest referred to. 

The year 1846 marked a period of unusual immigration into 
the territory of California. It will be remembered that the 
Donner Party were caught in a snow storm that year, and had to 
spend a winter of indescribable hardships near the lake that bears 
their name. Only a remnant reached Sutter's Fort in the early 
spring. Another party of fifty-seven souls, with fifteen wagons, 
reached the Sacramento Yalley on the fir&t day of October. 
After a brief rest, they pressed on to Santa Clara, which place 
they reached about the first of !N'ovember. Among these were 
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Adiia A. Heco.x and fauiily. He and wife were members of the 
Methodist Epiecopal Church, and he had a license to exhort. 
About this time the settlers were exposed to a danger even 
greater than any to which they hat! been siibjecte<i while crossing 
the plains. Col. Fremont left for the southern [lart of the terri- 
tory, and laldng advantage of his absence, Col. H«nchez inducei) 
the natives to rise'againat the "Americanos." There 'i#ere <fne 
bundled and seventy-five of these at that time in Santa Clara 
who were closely beseiged by the Mexicans. To make their con- 
fiition more wretched, typhoid fever bniko out among them in r, 
very malignant form. Eight deaths oecured before the first of 
February. Mr. Hecox, " feeble in Iwdy leaning on a staff," at- 
tended the funeral sen-ices of thcsc'rts they transpired. At the 
obsequies of a daughter of Silas Hitchcock he preached a sermon 
from the words, " Remember how short ray time is." This was. 
without doubt, the first Protestant sermon ever preached within 
the present limits of the State of California. 

No sooner had these injmigrants reached the country than 
agents of the United States solicited all the young nu'U, am) 
such others as could leave their families, to toilist in the wni: 
Some of these under command of Capt. Webber, united with the 
marines nnder Capt, Marsden, fought against Col. Sanchez and 
his forces near Santa Clara on the first day of January. 184T. 
A desidtory confiiet was k<^ up until the eigblli day of the 
month, when Col. Sanchez surrendered. This closed the war 
in Northern California. 

From the first of January until the middle of February, 
Hecox, having recovered his health sufficiently, held meelinss 
sabbath evenings. In these he earnestly exhorted the ])eople to 
attend lo the salvation of their souls. He then movinl to Sania 
Cruz. About the first of May he preacbi'*! tlie funeral «Tmon 
of a young man who had been suddenly killed by the falling of 
a tree. It was his desire to preach regularly, but no place could 
be wieurcil for tin- pnrjtose. 

In July of the sumo year Mr. Hecox organized the first 
temperance society ever started in California. The original 
pledge is still in the possession of the family containing the 
autograph signatures of elcvi^ incml)ers. This society was 
formed at So«iuel. four miles from Santa Cruz. It may he proper 
here lo state that tlw order of Sons nf Tcni|x.'rancc was orpnnizi-d 
in Santa C.rw/. in March, lrt.51. and that the (irrt lodge of CuMid 
Templers ever introiluccd into the state was organized there in 
Fehmarv, 18S.5. Mr. Hitox and other McthodiMs took n lemliiig 
part in itoth of these societies, 

A. A. Heeox was Iwim on Orose Isle, in the Detroit River. 
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aut far from the City of Detroit, January 36, 180G. He married 
Miss Margaret Hanier, the womau that sliared his toils and 
hardships, and that still survivee him, in 1836. He lived in 
Santa Cruz, a member of the church he had helped to organize, 
and much of the time a local preacher of the same, until March 
17, 1883, when he died in the faith he had preached to others. 

The first legally authorized effort to organize Methodism in 
California, was by William Uoberts in the spring of 1847. The 
circumstances attending this event were as follows: In the year 
1832, four flathead Indians found their way from the Columbia 
liiver to St. Louis, Missouri, asking for a knowledge of the 
Book of God, some idea of which had been given them by a 
trapper who had lived among them. The fact created a great 
excitement among Christians of all denominations. 

As a direct resiilt of this interest, so strangely awakened, 
Jason Lee, his nephew Daniel Lee, and Cyrus Shepard, a layman, 
were sent out by the Methodist board of missions as missionaries 
to Oregon. They began their work in the fall of 1834. The 
mission prospered aiuoug the Indians for a time, but a strange 
fatality liefell them. Diseases of various kinds broke out and 
carried them away by thousands. However, immigrants con- 
tinued to arrive, and as it turnwl out, they were none too early 
to perform a most important work, not only in evangelining these 
sheep in the wilderness, but also in securing Oregon to the 
United States — an event much hazzarded by the failure of the 
people on the other side of the continent to realize how valuable 
the country was about which they manifested so much indif- 
ference. As the field was so far away. Bishops never visited it, 
and of necessity superintendents had to be appointed for the 
purpose of oversight. In the fall of 1846, William Hoberts, of 
New Jersey, a minister of more than ordinary education and 
ability, was selected for that work, and as the tidings had just 
been received that (.California had been taken by the Americans, 
lie was givMi charge of the interests of the church in that field 
also. This point has been questioned, but the writer received his 
information directly from Dr. lioberts. Besides, there are two 
letters in the possession of the Missionary Society, copies of 
which the ^'riter has seen, containing an official report of what 
Dr. Roberts had seen in California and advising what more it 
, Tvonld be wise to do, at Uie same time informing them that he had 
oi^gllknized & small class in San Francisco. 

Jtoberts was accompanied by another minister destined to act 
an important part in the history of Methodism in Oregon and 
Washington. This was James H. Wilbur, pioneer proacher, 
■presiding elder, Indian agent, member of the missionary com- 
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mittee, and in all ways a most .vaUiable helper in the work of 
building up the church iu the gn?at Northwest. These two men, 
with their families, sailed around Cape Horn on board tlie bark 
" Whitton/' C'apt. (iilson, himself a Methodist, master. They 
landed in San Francisco on the 34th day of April, 1847. They 
had been 148 days on the voyage. 

The place at this time was unusually active. Col. Stephen- 
son's regiment was then quartered there, and his soldiers had 
waked up the sleepy little town of Yerba Buena. , The account 
of the place given by these mianionaries ia interesting. Wilbur 
thought that sixty houses would include all human habitations of 
every kind, principally the meaner kind. Roberts thought there 
might have been a hnntlred. They made the port on Saturday. 
Services were held on shipboard the next morning, probably by 
Mr. Wilbur. Later in the day Mr. Roberts preached on 
shore. Mr. Roberts in his rejiort to the mission room states that 
he preached in a hotel. The dining room had been placed at his 
disposal with the distinct nnderstanding that all playing of bil- 
liards, and all drinking, should he diBcontinueti while services 
lasted. Surely this was all the concession that could have been 
ni^ki'd from such a source. Mr. Wilbur however, was by no 
means pleas«l with the arrangement, and in hia diary records 
the fact that Mr, Hol)ertM preached "where Satan liad bis seat." 
Hi- no doubt Itecanie accustomed to such incongruities in after 
years. J. H. Brown, now residing at Santa Criu, through who.-i' 
generosity the use of the dining room was secured, says, that a 
sailor, at the close of the service, dropped a five dollar gold piece 
into a hat, and proceeded to take up a collection. It was a gen- 
erous one according to Roberts account, who said a large collec- 
tion was taken wholly without solicitation. Mr. Brown says that 
an the Bailor gave the contents of the hat to the preacher he de- 
clared that it was a good sermon accompanying the statement 
with a profane expletive. That little congregation, which lis- 
tened to the first protestant sermon ever preached in San Fnin- 
cisco. was made np of a few families who had settled there, a 
few sailnrs. and a few aoldiers. The building was an adobe one. 
standing by, and facing the plnza, now called Portsmonth square. 
As the hark "Whitton" was engaged in traffic, time was 
given these ministers to visit other places. Tlieir first trip off 
waa to Sonoma, where they called upon several American families. 
prc»MmiiMy some of those who had taken part in hoisting the 
" licar flag." Tlieir trip was suddenly cut short by an accident. 
As Roberts puts it, Wilbur was the victim of misplaced confi- 
dence. They had been fumish»«tl with horses said t« Ik' jxTfectly 
safe, but no itiK)ner had Wilbur mounted hia, than the hon>e be- 



^&n to kitk and jiiiiip in the most approved mustang fashion, and 
eontinued the exercise until he had thrown iiia rider with violence 
to the ground. The injuries sustained rendered an immediate 
return to San Francisco a necessity. But for this, they had vis- 
ited Napa Valley, their next objective point. 

Mr. lioberta visited Monterey on a Danish brig. At this 
place he ]ireaehed in the oflice of Kev, Walter Colton, then Al- 
ealde of the place- This was ou the 33d day of May. Ueti. 
Keamej' was about to leave for the East, and kindly consented 
to carry letters for Eoberts to friends far away. One of the com- 
iiiuui cations, so helpful in this history, was thus borne to it.'! 
destination. Eoberts returned to San Francisco along with the 
C'apt. of the brifr, by land, and afterward gave a most glowing 
account of the C'ountry througji which he passed. The bark 
" ffhitton." a little later, wwit to Monterey witli Wilbur on 
lioard. He preachcii there twice. The first time on board the 
government ship Portsmouth, then lying in thei harbor, to about 
two hundj'ed souls. Capt. Montgomery-, the officer in command, 
gave Wilbur $48 which he said be had laid aside for missionary 
purposes. Not content merely to preach, this man of God, to- 
gether with his faithful wife, spant a day visiting from house to 
house. On the following Sabbath he preached to about one 
hundred in the barracks. 

Soon after their return to San Francisco, their vessel sailed 
for the Columbia Hivor. It was in April, near the time of his 
arrival, that ttoberts organized a class of six members. Mr. 
Hatler and wife, and Mr. Glover and wife, constituted the larger 
part of the number. Eoberts says he left them in charge of a 
brother, but does not give his name. It is presumable, that he 
meant no more than tliat he had appointed one of their number 
to act as class leader, making reports from time to time to Mr. 
Eoberts. A Sunday or two after the formation of the class, Mr. 
■ "Wilbur preached ou the religious training of children, and at the 
tlose of the service, organized a Sunday school. Koberts was 
absent at the time, but was in full sympathy with what Wilbur 
did. He afterward secured fjnite a gift of books for the infant 
school from a vessel in the harbor of Monterey. A feature of 
this first Sunday school was the fact that quite a number of Ila- 
I waiane were formed into a Bible class in connection with it. 

We now turn to consider another laborer in this new field. 
[ Elihu Anthony was bom in Saratoga Co., New York, Nov. 30, 
I 1818, was converted in Indiana, and soon after was licensed tn 
r preach. He served as pastor of two churehee in that State, and 
[ in the fall of IS-tR he removed to Iowa. The next Spring Iim 
k joined a caravan of emmigrants and started for Oregon. His 
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family consisted of n wife, one chilil anil a sist«r-iii-law, Minn 
Jane Van Anda, afterwards by marriage, Jlrs. Pinkham. When 
near Ft. Hall, certain taasona ted him to leave the main party, 
and with three other families, turned soitth-weetward for Cali- 
fornia. Almost incredable hardships were encountered on this 
journey. The way was rough at best, not often travaled, and, 
without a guide acquainted with the country, it was impossible 
to tind the best places to climb and descend the hills. To make 
their situation worse, they had au insufficient supply of food. 
Early in thair journey they were compelled to part with mucii 
of their provisions in order to keep on peaceable terms with thu 
Indians, and their trip had been protracted far beyond their »s- 
pectations. A little Hour, and the milk of a cow they were com- 
pelled to work in place of an ox that died, were all that was left 
to them, and the flour was getting very low. At last their cow 
was stolen by the Indians. A most Providential supply, how- 
ever, came to their relief. While eating their insufficient meal 
one evening, Mies Van Anda cried out "What is that?" and 
looking, ihey saw a line fat sheep gazing down upon them from 
the nicks near by. It had probably been lost from some flock 
that had i)een driven by earlier in the season. A gun brought 
hiTu down, and in the strength of that supply they reached Sui- 
ter's Fort. 

GetL Sutter treated them with the greatest kindness. Here 
Ihey rested a few days, replenished their stores of food, and then 
hastened on towards the Spanish settlements. I^ate in October 
they readied San Jose. Here Anthony began working at his 
traSe, that of a blacksmith, finding sufficient custom in making 
tTtoW large, silver mounted spurs, then worn by ever}body who 
"jT)do oil horse-back. 

The manner in which he set about preaching involves a point 
of interest worth relating. A family that came with him to 
' Califoniin, was B. A. Case, wife and two sons. Mrs. Case and 
her husband were members of the Methodist Episcopal Chureh, 
and verj' zi-alous. As soon as they had reached Sun Jose and had 
seciirwl an adobe house in which to live, Mrs. Case insisted upon 
it that Mr. Anthony should preach on the following subhath, 
This having heen agreed to. Mrs. Case undertook lhi> work of 
advertising the meeting. Calling out to a teamsler that was 
passing she told him there would be servi(i>s in that place the 
next Sunday, at U o'clock. leaning on his ox goad, the team- 
Bier asked, "Who ingoing to preach 'f" She replii-d "Mr. An- 
thony." ".\nd who is he?" "A man that has )u»t come from 
thi' States." " Did he cross the plains'^ " *• Yes." Tllo man 
lunghed imd said, " this i? ton early, he ought to wait a while 
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in order to repent over swearing at his team." She assured him 
that this man did not swear, but much of the time sang hymns 
while driving his oxen. She further assured him. that the com- 
pany in which they came did not travel on Sunday, except in a 
very few cases when Saturday night brought them to a place 
where the cattle could not get enough pasture to last them over 
Sunday. The man readily promised to come and hear a preacher 
who had crossed the plains driving an ox team without swearing. 

The sermon was preached and others followed, and as a re- 
sult, a class was formed consisting of about a dozen members, 
nearly half of whom had formerly belonged to the Cumberlaud 
Presbyterian Clmrch. Capt. Aram was a member of this class. 
He was long identified with the first church in San Jose, was 
highly resi)ected in the community, a member of the convention 
that framed the first constitution, and a business man of unques- 
tioned integrity. He died some years ago much lamented by all. 
His daughter married P. Y. Cool, one of our most valued minis- 
ters. 

The way soon opened for Anthony to exercise his gifts in 
preaching quite frequently. He paid a visit to San Francisco. 
The bark '^ Whitton '' had returned from Oregon and Capt. Gil- 
son went to San Jose, Avhere, finding Anthony, he urged him to 
come up and preach for them there. He went with his ox team, 
as he desired to bring back some needed supplies both for his 
family and his business. He reached the place after dark on 
Saturday night, and camped on the plaza. His cattle found 
good pasturage there, and in the neighborhood. Two services were 
planned for the Sabbath, one in a school-house recently erected 
by the ^lormans under the auspices of Samuel Brannan, then a 
^lorman Elder, and in charge of a colony of people from Salt 
Lake. This school-house was situated a little way above Ports- 
mouth Square, among the brush wood that at the time covered 
much of the hill now so fashionable for residences. Mr. Bran- 
nan, afterwards so wealthy and well-known, gave ready consent 
to the use of the building for Methodist services, and himself 
attended them. . The second service was on board the bark in the 
afternoon. Quite 8^ number from shore were at this service, 
Capt. Gilson taking them on and off in the boats belonging: to 
the vessel. The class and Sunday-school organized in the Spring 
were still in existence and holding regular meetings. 

Near this time Anthony preached at Monterey. He called 
upon Mr. Colton, formerly Chaplain in the Navy, but now Al- 
calde of the place. He helped all he could in gathering a congre- 
gation, attended the service, made the closing prayer, and the*^ 
insisted on takin-g a collection, indeed passed the hat himself. 
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■When the money was given to the pruaeher he found a five-doH.ir 
gold piece among tlie enin. He never dimbted that it was ih 
contribution of the e\-chap!ain. Colton was at that time erect- 
ing a public building for eitj' use, long afterwards, and even now, 
«alled by his name. There "the fii'i^t conBtitution of the State wn.n 
framed, and jJiere, while it was the Court House of the cdiitm 
Methodist services were lioid for several years. Oolton's occupa- 
tion Bs Alcalde — an oftice he fillefa to the entire satisfaction of 
everybody except evil-doers — was liis excuse to Anthony for not 
holding serviees himself. 

Hearing great praise of Hante Cruz, both on account of its 
«liraate and productiveness, Anthony decided to make it hi* 
home. He reached the place about llie first of January, 184S. 
He came with his traveling outfit, and began life in the place 
where he was to spend most of his days, by camping on the Plaza. 
The wvather was inclement and life in a tent disagreeable, espec- 
ially to the young mother and two small ehildren. "Under these 
tiiroumstances the Spanish Padre showed them no small kindness. 
He pointed them to a house belonging to the church, where they 
could find shelter from the storm. Anthony, anxious not to 
reoeive favors under a misapprehension, frankly told him that 
he was a protestant preacher, and that he expected to hold meet- 
ings in the near future. This however, made no difference to 
the priest, who not only continued to urge them to accept his 
offer, hut expressed himself gratified that a protestnnt preacher 
had arrived, saying that he hoped the protestants might lie made 
hetter for his lalmrf. There was great need of it. he said, .is 
they had morally corrupted his own people. 

In a tow weeks after the arrival of Anthony a class waj 
formed of the following persons: Elihu and Sarah Anthony, 
Adna A. Heeox and Margant M. Heeox, B. A. Case and Mary 
Case, Miss Jane Van Anda. Mrs. Mari- .\. Dunlea\T. Mrs. Cam- 
line Mathews, Silas Hitehciick. a Mr. Heed and a Mrs. Lynn. 
Haying no eeelesiasiical supervision, they elecletl Mr. Anthony 
pastor, and entered at onee ujwn the work i>[ a Christian church 
80 far as their circumstances would allow. As this church has 
maintained a continuous existence down to the present time, we 
will here record its changes. 

The first regularly appointed pastor was William Taylor. 
He took this into a huge circuit, of which San tVancicco was the 
principal point. He gave it such oversight ae he could, but tlio 
preaching was mainly done by local brethren, of whom there 
were, besides Anthony, A. A. Hecos. Enos Beaumont, Alexander 
McLwin, imd the teacher of the academy,, whose name was H. S. 
LoTcland. 
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In 1850, A. A. Hecox and. Silas F. Bennett, gave seven acres- 
of ground for church purposes. A part of this was to be used for 
a cemetery, and for several years it was the common burying, 
ground for Protestants. 

A building intended for the double purpose of school and 
church was soon erected on the ground, and dedicated by Wm. 
Taylor, December, 1850. It was a plain building, capable of 
seating about one hundred people. The most of the seats had 
desks in front of them for the benefit of the school. During the- 
pastorate of Mr. Dryden the school was removed, new seats- 
without desks Avere made, and the whole, outside and in, wa& 
painted. This produced at the time a little friction, but good 
sense and grace prevailed, and thenceforth the building, was con- 
sidered as a church only. In 1850, J. W. Brier was appointed.. 
He was the first pastor who gave his whole time to the work.. 
The mission conference of 1851 sent D. A. Dryden to Santa 
Cruz. The conference of 1853 left Santa Cruz to be supplied. 
The presiding elder, at the recpiest oi the quarterly conference, 
appointed a local preacher by the name of A. H. Shafer to supply 
the charge. W. S. Turner in 1854 was the first pastor 
regularly appointed by a bishop. His health soon failed and he 
went to the Sandwich Islands for relief. We shall see in due 
time what came of that visit. Meantime the presiding elder 
appointed Wilson Pitner, a located preacher, to supply the work. 
He was a man of unquestioned piety and purity of character, but 
somewhat excentric as a preacher. Some thought he was an in- 
ferior type of the Peter Cartwright stamp. He was not very 
acceptable to the church, but Turner's improved health enabled 
him to re-assume the charge and continue in it until conference.. 
P. G. Buchanon was appointed in 1855, Alfred Higbie in 1856,. 
William Gafney in 1858, C. H. Lawton in 1859, E. W. WiHiam-' 
son in 18(51, P. Y. Cool in 1802, C. V. Anthony in 1864, K A.- 
Hazen in 1865, P. L. Haynes in 1867, J. K. Tansey in 1870, A. 
J. Nelson in 1871, P. Y* Cool in 1872, H. D. Hunter in 1874, 
Wesley Peck in 1876, J. L. Trefren in 1878, Wesley Dennett in 
1881,'C. G. Milnes in 1883, J. W. Bryant in 1884, J. L. Mann in 
1887, E. E. Dodge in 1888, E. D. McCrearv in 1889, H. B. Hea- 
cock in 1893, H. E. Briggs in 1895, Thos.^ Filben in 1897. 

During the first pastorate of Mr. Cool the old church was 
sold and moved away, and another, larger and more beautiful, 
erected in its place. It was 36 x 60, with a tower 96 feet high. 
It cost $4,508. It was dedicated by Dr. J. T. Peck, Oct. IT, 
1863. Mr. Cool's ability to improve church real estate was shown 
in the fact that while he was pastor the second time, in 1872; 
he secured the enlargement of the church, and other profitable 
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changes. Ihiring the pastorate of Dr. McCreary the church nn 
the hill, with the lot on which it atood, was sold, and the church 
owned by the Congregationalists, together with the lot on which 
it stood, und other ground adjoining, was bought, and the con- 
gregation moved down to the lower part of the city. About the 
Bame time a lot was purchased on Pennsylvania Avenue in East 
Santa Cruz, and a chajiel erected thereon. A Sunday school and 
occaaional services are maintained there. The eale of the 
property on the hill, left of the original gift only the lot on which 
the parsonage stands. The balance of the seven acres having 
been sold piece meal as financial contingencies ee«med to war- 
rant. 

In ISilT, nearly fifty years after the first class was formed, 
Santa Cruz had a membership of 403 in full connection, and IT 

frobationtrs. There were 305 Sunday-school seholars of all ages. 
t paid its pastor, including house rent. $1,500, presiding elder 
$125, bishop $4S. Its chvrch property was valued at $15,000. 
It raised for missions $123. 

Of the original members still living at that time only Elihu 
Anthony and wife and Mrs. Margaret M. Heeox remained. 
Since then one of them, Mrs. Sarah Anthony, has gone to her 
eternal reward. Sarah Van Anda was bom in Maryland, April 
5, ISIJ), was married to Klihu Anthony, Dec. 33, 1845, she died 
Oct. 5, 1898, in Santa Cruz, whore she had lived more than fifty 
years. 

The official Board of the church in 1897, consisted of the 
following persons: K. H. Garrett, C. H. Collins, W. H. Ames. 
F. I). Bifunelt, 1,. S. Sherman, Chas. Craghill, .1. N. F. Marsh, 
Wilbur Hiiiitinjrlim. W. D. Story. T. G. McCrearv, J. H. Sinkin- 
eon, F. N. Sniitli. 1'. ('. Merrill, F. L. Heath. Caleb Izant. W. H. 
Heard. H. D. Smith. 11. S. Holwav. C. D. Hinklc. Geo. H. Bliss 
Will C. Izant. and .T. K. Cnrri'tt. 



CHAPTER II. 



Transition and Chaos. 



It is easy to imagine what might have occured if affairs had 
^continued to move along as they were going in the beginning of 
1848. The treaty with Mexico was ratified, by which California 
became a part of the territory of the United States. The at- 
tractions of the soil, climate and scenery, would have brought 
a gradually increasing population across the continent and 
around Cape Horn. The little societies in San Francisco, San 
Jose, and Santa Cruz, had become larger, while other struggling 
churches had been formed in the more prosperous towns and 
valleys. The church at home had recognized the little flock, and 
had sent missionary appropriation and ministers. In time Cali- 
fornia had been settled up by an intelligent and Godly com- 
munity, whose happy surroundings had been the admiration, if 
not the envy, of all who visited these shores. However, an event 
now occured of world-wide interest. An event that suddenly 
turned this hitherto quiet land into termoil and confusion. An 
' event that well nigh wrecked all that had been done to found a 
chui;ch, and, what seemed a great deal worse, brought in such a 
chaotic state of society as to make it extremely difficult to re- 
construct the work upon a better foundation. It scarcely need 
be said that that event was the discovery of gold. 

In the year 1839, John Sutter, a native of Germany, but for 
:Some years a citizen of Switzerland, secured from the Mexican 
government in Monterey the gift of one hundred miles square 
of land in the great Sacramento Valley. He built a fort on a 
: slough, near the confluence of the Sacramento and American 
Kivers, and planned to build a city there to be called New Helve- 
tia. It is a grim comment on the uncertainty of all human ex- 
pectations that the name designated for a city is only that of a 
•cemetery poorly kept, and but seldom used by the people of 
"Sacramento. But Sutter's enterprise contributed largely to the 
-future history of this land. As we have already seen, the sight 
-of his mud walled fort gladdened the heart of many a weary, 
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hungry, homeeick iniiiiigrant, aftt:r iive or aix months continuons 
journeying over the vast plains and lofty mountains tliat 
separated between him and the home of hie youth. Sutter'i^ 
plan of city building involved the necessity of lumber, and tliis 
in turn required a mill among the foothills of the Sierras. His 
venture in this regard was on the American River near forty 
miles from his fort. It was the merest accident that gold was 
discovered while digging a race for this mill. The credit of it 
no more belongs to Marshall than to the ladian who picked up 
the first piece of gold that had been uncovered by the water that 
was allowed to run through the race at night in order to soften 
the earth for the imperfect instruments they were compelled lo 
use. No more to either of them than to the shrewd housewife 
who proved it gold by boiiing it all day in a kettle of soft soap 
she was making. At any rate, gold was discovered, and the news 
of it spread over the country like lire over dry grass. As soon as 
the tidings raached ihe valleys, and the old mission towns, that 

fold had l)een discovered in large quantities on the American 
tiver. every one that could get away was off for tile mines. 
Farmers left their growing crops, mechanics their shops, and 
merchants their stores. They took long journeys to get to the 
mountains, then lliey wandered over the hills and up the deep 
gorges, and through the dark forests. Often they were but poorly 
supplied with food, and what they had was of the poorest kind. 
Hungry, weary, footsore, with pick and shovel, blankets and fry- 
ing pan, bacim and flour, all im their hacks, they hunted for gold, 
and very few failed to find it in more of less abundance. The 
news crossed the eimlinent in an inerodably short time. It pro- 
duced an epidemic. The gold fever. It raged everywhere. Its 
Bymptoni" were exceedingly stubborn. For vast numbers there 
was but one remedy — a trip lo Oaliforuia. No difference whiit 
it cost, nor how long the journey, this was the only cure. Over 
the plains or around farthereet America, no matter how, Cali- 
fornia must l)e reached. Then, too, the gold fever was catching. 
Many who laughed at the excited condition of their neighbors, in 
B little while bi-enme more excited than they. If was Iwing talked 
of at town meetings, elections, court sessions, and. alas, at the 
very doors of the sanctuary on holy days. Old men said they 
would go if they were young, young men lieard them .eay it. and 
went. Middle ngi-d men said they would go if only they could 
leave their families. Families heard them say it, and told them 
to go. Now and then — would that it had l>een oftener — the 
families went with them. 

The immigration of 1848 felt the mighty attraction, but 184n 
bmught the rush. Far off Australia sent her convicti. Chin* 
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■seni her eooliee. Even' part' of Europe sent represents tivea. 
From all lands eame more or less who "left their countrj- for 
their country's good." Yet the rank and file of these immigrauts 
were the most enterprising, intelligent, and often the best edu- 
cated men, that could woU be found. Sau Francisco became ft 
■city of tents. The harbor had more ships riding at anchor than 
can now be seen along its many wharves, vessels deserted of their 
men, and often of their othcers— gone to the mines. A con- 
_glomerato popiilation filled all the towns from San Francisco to 
the farthest mining camp. Religion was the last thing thought 
of by most. Many, oh how many, that had been devout before, 
lost all interest in divine things. Some of them madly rushed 
with the eager crowd, not only to get gold, but also to waste it 
in the most eril and pernicious practices. Men hardly knew 
when Sunday came. If observed at all it was simply a day of 
■conTcnience, Men used it for selling gold and laying in supplies 
■ at the nearest town. Too often they spent the balance of the day 
in drinking and gambling. 

Still there were exceptions. Some went into this excitement 
.and remained in it for months, and even for years, without being 
'defiled. They were heroes. Their's was a bravery greater than 
was needed to face the cannon's mouth. 

For some time after the discovery of gold Anthony stayed 
~by his forge and anvil. Finding that picks were in demand, he. 
-made and sent them to the mines. There they sold for three 
ounces of gold each. This, according to the mode of count then 
in use, meant fifty dollars. But most 0/ his neighbors having 
"left, and hearing wonderful reports of rich deposits found, hs 
took his family to Sun Francisco, and, having secured safe 
•quarters for them there, he proceeded in the mines. 

He, with several others, located a claim on the Moquelumne 
Eiver just below where the town of that name afterward was 
buiit. They were doing well, making fine wages even according 
"to the ideas of wages then prevailing, when Saturday night came 
and with it the question whether they should work the next day. 
There seemed to be a general opinion that they ought to do it. 
Their reasons were quite conclusive to their own minds. They 
were far from home, needed to got back as soon as possible, there 
was no church to attend, and it could scarcely ba worse working 
■than lying around idle. At last they appealed to Anthony to 
know what he thought on the subject. He refused to discujs 
it at all, believing that in cases of conscience it was dangerous 
L *to trifle. He simply declared that so far as he was eoucemed, he 
\ ^aaiS •do iw work on the I/ird's day. But they persisted in th« 
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pwrpore of working, and wanted to know what part of the day's- 
gains would properly belong to him. He put an end to that 
dieeuesion also, by saying that he wanted no part of the money 
made in violation of the Sabbath. They took turns in cooking. 
Each preeided over thie simple service for one week. It was 
Anthony'a turn on the Sunday in qnestion. Having prepared 
their breakfast and put away the things, he took his bible, and 
going up on the side of the mountain, spent the forenoon in 
(juietneps. So also he did in the afternoon. When the men 
" eleened up " at night, they found they had done better than 
the average. They rather exulted in this ae a proof that they 
were right. 

On Monday moming Anthony was detained a little while 
after the othflre had gone to work, with his culinary cares. Ah 
he passed the place where the previous day's work had been done, 
and which had been alinndonod as " worked out," he observed 
ii large Ijoulder that had not hecn moved, and coneludcd that he 
would like to see what was under it. When he aske<l his partner:; 
for permission to work by himself that day. they gave ready con- 
tent, but laughed at the idea that he should suppose it possible 
that he could find any gold in tliat plaec. Cutting down a small 
tree for n lever, he soon threw the rock from the beil whore it 
had lain for unknow-n age;'. Only a little sand and gravel 
appeared at first view, but he pooh discovered that gold was 
plentifully rai.\ed therewith. Several hundred dollars rewardeil 
his enterjirise, and he had his gold all washed and drj-ing when 
his eompunione came to dinner. He had done Iwtter than they, 
and had enjoyed his day of rest as well. 

The general conference of 1848 set apart California and 
Oregon together as one nitssion mnfcrcnei'. The bislni|)6 con- 
tinued Wm. UobertH ae superintendent. It tfwk long in Umsfl 
days for nows to reach the I'aeifie (.'oai-t, and Rol>ertK was too 
busy with cares in Oregon, to hasten here. Hence that year 
pas^d without special superviiiiion. Yet something was done. 
C. O. Hosford, a local preacher, coming to California, was 
authorized to organize ehurches. He 8]>ent several weeks iti 
Hangtown (I'laierville), in llic summer of 1848. preaching 
eaeh Sunday, 1ml making no ofTort to organize a society. In 
the fall he went down to San Francisco, where he s]ient the 
winter. Here he preached regularly in a board! ng-liouf>e kepi 
by fl Mr. West, of whom nothing more is Itnown. He cluims to 
have organiKed a clami of thirteen, and to hnvv placed them under 
the leadership of Mr. (Jlover, at whow house prayer and class 
met'Bings were held reguarly during the winter. Nor were these 
HTvices void of fniit. .\ Miss Glovt-r, siitir of the leader, wun 
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' converted and joininl the church. She afterwards joined Mr, 
Hosford in marriage, and in the spring of 1349 both went to 
Oregon Ut live. 

William Roberts returned to California early in 1849. He 
found Sau Francisco in the wildojit confusion. He did but little 
for the church there. The Bev. T. Dwight Hunt had recently 
come from the Sandwich Islands and had gathered the odds and 

« ends of all the churches into a society, wiuoh, however it might 
lack the elements of a cbnrch, had at least vitality enough to 
support regular preaching. Mr. Hunt's labors were very ac- 
ceptable tn all concerned, and a^ there was no suitable pastor 
for the Methodists they desired that nothing should be done that 
would seem to antagonize the work he was doing. There is, how- 
over, no doubt but that Mr. Koberts met the class and encouraged 
them to hold together until mini-sterial help should reach them 
from the other side of the continent. He also preached with 
great acceptability for Mr. Hunt. 

Before following Mr. Roberts to the mines, let us take one 
more look at Methodism in Sau Francisco, the very last before 
we introduce tlie^ more perfect beginning under the auspices of 
Wm. Taylor. Asa White, a local preacher, reached San Fran- 
oisco May 10, 1849. He pitcheil his tent on the very ground 
afterward used by the Powell Street Church. That blue tent 
became a Bethel. There the *mg of praise arose from willing 
hearts, there prayers and intercessions were made, there the 
gospel was preached by the man that owned th*^ tent, ami there 
— ^best o( all — salvation came to the hearts of men. One soul 
at least, the son of the preacher, started for the Eternal City. 
Mr. White was a man of considerable abilit}', and undoubted 
devotion. There is no reason to doubt that he was formally in- 
vested with the pastoral charge of such Methodists as still clung 
together in spite of the changes that were so constantly taking 
place. As he passed from the period of chaos to that of perma- 
nent organization, we need not consider him further in this con- 
nection. 

We now turn to the first organization of a Protestant Church 
in the mines. Roberts went to Coloma. He had for traveling 
companions E. Anthony, and J. H. Dye. They went on horse- 
hack, having their blankets, cooking utensils and provisioua 
laBhed to their saddles behind them. At a place near where 
Woodland. County Seat of Yolo County, now stands, Sabbath 
ovtortook them. Here Koberts preached to his two companions 
■with all the vim he eould have mustered had he addressed a • 
thousand auditors. The nerf Sunday was spent in Coloma. 

I Here they found the Kev. Mr. Damon, then, as long after, known ■ 
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«B " Father Damon," seamen's pastor in Honolulu. The twn 
jjreachers divided the day between them. Roberts devoted much 
of the time of the morning sermon to the work of rebuking the 
gambling practices of the country, which he found so shocking 
to his mural sensibilities. Anthony undertook to raise an amouiii. 
BUflicient to pay the espensei! of !>oth preachers up from Sail 
Francisco and back. It was quite easily done. Among the sums 
contributed was a package inscribed " to that man from Oregon, ■ 
who was not afraid to speak out what he believes to be true." 
Th« package contained twenty dollars' worth of gold. The name 
■ signed to it was that of one of the greatest gamblers known in 
the mines at that time. Another package containing half as 
much, sigiietl hy the same pttrson, wa.- inscribed to Mr. Damon 
without comment. 

Befoi-e Mr. Roberts left Oulema he organized a church ap- 
pointing Anthony pastor. A few children were found in Coloma 
and these were gathered into a Sunday-school. Living there at 
that time was a family hy the name of Bennett. Silas F, Ben- 
nett, the tather, was the class leader. He, with a wife and six 
ohildrMi. crossed the plains In IS4H. The Indians were bad, at 
one time shooting arrows into the camp. The wife and mother 
was sick and nigh unto death. Want of provisions brought them 
to the verge of starvation. It was always Mr. Bennett's opinion 
that they had never rewched California but for the kindly aiil 
of Col. Fremont. He met them on the way and piloted them to ii 
place of safety. Bennett spent his first California winter in 
Sacramento, where, becoiriing acc]uainted with (ien. Sutter, and 
being a millwright by trade, he engaged to put the mill in 
Coloraa in working order. It had never been finished, indeeil 
nothing had boen done to it after the discovery of gold. Bennett, 
with his family, were Christians of an earnest tyjw. Wherever 
he went, ho found those that prayed, and joinetl hinisalf to them. 
He with others like-minded held prayer meetings in Sacramento 
daring the preceding winter. It may be easily imagined with 
what avidity he took hold of the new church work in Coloma. 
He was born in Canada, of ,^m«rican parentage. He wa^ raised 
by an uncle near Clevelnnd, Ohio. He was married to Surannit 
Ripley in Mew York, ami after nomo years moved to Waddann 
Grove in Illinois, where he n>mained until he started for Cali- 
fornia. He was a man of wonderful fearlessness rif character, 
but as true to principle as a magnet to the pole. His family still 
keep, as a precious momento, the old bible that sened in family 
worship all the way across the plains and over the mountains 
in that extremely ^angeroue journey. He never faltered once 
in his fidelity from the time nf his conversion until he suddenlv 
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went to the Savior he go ardently loved. He died at the home of 
one of his daughters, Mrs. C. V. Anthony, in Petaluma, January 
25, 1882, at the age of seventy-nine. His faithful wife followed, 
him from the home of the same daughter, in Oakland, three years 
later at almost the same age. 

Anthony and Bennett both loft in the fall for Santa Cruz,, 
but the place was never given up, at least not until comparatively 
recent years, and for two or three years it was, by reason of its 
being the County Seat of El Dorado County, the most important 
charge on the circuit covering that region. Matthew Lissiter- 
was sent there in 1850. It Avas then called the El Dorado Circuit. . 
A. L. S. Bateman was sent there in 1851. In 1853, it appears - 
beperately from Placerville in the Marysville District. Waren. 
Oliver was then appointed pastor. In 1854, it was on the Sacra- 
mento District, with W. S. IJrmy pastor. In 1855, it was 
associated with Diamond Springs, and James Rogers was in. 
charge. In 185G, A. S. Gibbons was pastor, but Diamond 
Springs was added to Placerville. In 1857, it is called Coloma 
and Georgetown, with Leonard C Clark pastor. In 1858, the- 
names are reversed, Georgetown and Coloma. R. W. Williamson, 
pastor. In 1859, without change of pastor, it Avas simply 
Coloma. The same name continued in 1860, with B. F. Myers 
pastor. In 1861, it is Coloma and Uniontown, with W. N. 
Smith pastor. In 1862, without change of pastor, it was again 
simply Coloma. It was Coloma and UniontoAvn in 1863, with 
G. A. Pierce pastor. For some reason Mr. Pierce did not go to 
his charge, or at least did not stay, and A. N. Fisher was pastor 
two-thirds of the year. In 1864, it was supplied by C. xV. E. 
Hertel. He remained in 1865, but the name was changed to 
Coloma and Georgetown. In 1866, W. X. Smith was pastor 
again. In 1868, it was Coloma, Georgetown and Folsom, N. R. 
Peck in charge. In 1869, without change of pastor, Folsom 
was dropped from the name. In 1871, it was supplied by George 
Larkin, a supernumerary member of conference. In 1872, it 
was supplied by James Bums. In 1873, the name was changed 
so as to read Georgetown and Coloma, with Martin Miller pastor. 
In 1876, S. C. Elliott. In 1879, W. S. Corwin. In 1881, J. H. 
Jones. In 1884, it was supplied by Silas Belknap. In 1886, 
it was supplied by Thos. Spencer. This is the last time that 
Coloma appears in the list of appointments during the period of 
this history. No doubt it remains as an appointment on some 
neighboring circuit, but the mutations of mining towns have 
been hard on this, the first field of organized Christian labor in^ 
the mountains of California. 
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The First Pioneer Preachers. 



Willitira ThjIof and banc (twen mng( ever stand as the first 
nj^gular pioneer j(n;ai.'horfi Msnt lii L'alifornin by authnriiy of tlic 
■chiircli. The first named t-aiTie l>y way of Ca|>e Horn, a voyaicis 
of about six times the distant' he was from San Francisco when 
he started- The second began at once to travel toward bin desti- 
nation. and traveled toward it every day he traveled at all, and 
^t he was longest on the way. The one eame on the wings of 
the wind, the other by means of an ox team. The two reaehed 
Ca.lifornia about the same time, and began their work on the 
t<aine Sabbath, the one under the shade of the trees near when? 
Grass Valley now standi; : the other in the eity that then as now. 
was the metropolis of the I'acifie Coast. 

Thew two men were very unlilie. Tliey were fitted for 
widely different Winds of service. They were alike only in re- 
epcft to the spirit of devotion to duty which grace had implanted 
in each, it would have been dlHicult, if not impossible, to have 
found two other men as well adapted Ut the work they came to 
do. The church wit! have to thank the itinerant system for this 
more than coincident. Bishop Wangb must have the credit of 
sending l>oth. Perhaps, it is but a reasonable supposition, 
Edward B. Ames, the life-long friend of Owen, and a presiding 
«lder at the time, had a word to say in reference to his appoint- 
ment. I^t us look at these men. 

My irst sight of Bishop Taylor was in Seplember, 1853. 
He was then a rather tail young man with black hair and smooth 
shaved face. 'I'here did not seem to be, at that time, a pound 
of sujirrrtuous flesh in his whole body. WTien introduced to 
him as a student on my way Kast to prepare for the ministry, 
he said, *' That 's right, get all the light you can, but don't neglect 
Uie heat. Light without heat is of little worth in the Christian 
ntinistry." 

TIm* first time I ever beard Bishop Taylor preach was at the 
conference of 1855. Wlien tin- committer of public worship had 
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[ made their report at the session, on Saturday, he rose and said:. 
I " There ,wjll be preaching in front of the Webber Hotel, corper 
of Main, tyid Center Streets, to-morrow afternoon at three 
o'clock." At the time indicated, a large erowd had' assembled^ 
and were waiting. He was at home, and preached very effect- 
ively. Kor did he add anything to the interest of the ociiasion 
I by calling upnh two others to ajjeak after he was done. One- 
Jneident in conntetion with that permon is well worth relating.. 
Having prepared the way for it, he suddenly caught up a child, 
' and lifting him so high that all cnnld see him he said: "' Look. 
I at this little innocent child, the blush of shame has never yet 
, colored these beautifnl cheeks, remorse for sin has never given 
L him a moment's pain. Such as he is all of you were once during 
[ the years that have past. Some of yon have traveled a long way 
[ Irora that point of innocence. 0, what aching hearts some of 
I yoxi feel. How you ivish you were pure again as this little child. 
lay be if you wU!. Ood is willing and able to forgive ihe 
' past, and to cleanse your hearts from all unrighteousness." A 
' man standing near me burst into tears, sat down upon the side- 
walk with his feet in the gutter, and wept. His whole frame- 
L fthook with the emotion he could not conceal. The arrow had 
I gone straight to the mark- 

At the conference held in San Jose in 185(i, Taylor asked for 

^'ieave of nbsence for one year. His plan of publishing a book 

containing his experiences in California street-preaching was 

known to nianv, if not to al!, of the conference. Froin a stridtly 

financial standpoint it was considered, even by some of his best 

friends, as a foolish undertaking. The cir(;u instances gave the- 

discussion a wide range. He felt called upon to vindicate him- 

CmU from all bSarae in connection with the events that made his 

Fiequest a seeming necessity. He spoke long, there being no rulo 

' limiting the length of speeches. Probably AVilliam Taylor never 

made a more effective speech. A story then told throws a fliiod 

of light on the career of this remarkable man. In speaking of 

the reasons for the enterprise that had financialiy broken down 

" " 's church plans, and himself as well, he said : " When I was a 

ly about fifteen years old, I thought I was old enough to swing- 

I Bythe. My father willing to encourage my enterprise, about 

■Jibing time bought me a small one, and sent me into the field 

thy myself to mow. After pursuing my work for an hour or two, 

y father came to the field to see what progress I was making. 

t pointed to my work with prjde, he said, is that all ? He took 

" B ^the from my hands and calling for a hammer, he knocked 

nit the heel wedge, put his foot against the point of the sythe. 

fave it a push, drove in the wedge again, handed it back to me- 
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■and said ' try tliat.' I dow swung my sythi' into tlic grass and waa 
aatoniphed to aw liow inudi mi>re came down at a ainglo stroke. 
Since that time I niivor t-ngagt; in any kind of hl'W work without 
>aEking. can I not put tlie nythe out a littlL' further? " 

Wni. Taylor arrived in San Francisco, September 21, 18-li'. 
A church had bwn prepared in Baltimore and shipped to San 
Francisco, It was intonded for Taylor's use, but Hnberts had 
directed that it should be sent on to Sacramento while he would 
eeod material from Oregon to supply the needs of the city. This 
new building whs in course of erection when Taylor arrived. 
"White also was at work in his blue tent. Taylor's first cafe Was 
to find the people he had come to serve. His e.xpericnce, aa 
related in his "California Life Illustrated." was snmewhat 
-amusing in this particular, but the Methodists were there, and 
in due time he found them and had them at work. His ne.^t 
care was to find a place for his family. Any thing decent for n 
house to live in could not l)e rented for a less sum then four or 
Jivei hundred dnllarn per month. This amount was absolutely 
out of his reach. He heard of a board shanty twelve feet square 
that (t)uld be had for forty dollars per month, that wi'Uied to bo 
■A praeticahle thing to enquire after. He hastened to secure it, 
bat alas, he was too late, an Kpiscojial minister had already taken 
it, Taylor was not in the " succession," as he facetiously put's 
it. LumlKT was three or four hundred dollars per thousand. 
but « vory comfortahlc house could be constnieted out of shakes. 
ThcFc. with ordimm- skill, could easily be split from the commui 
redwixKl of i!ie country. The redwood trees grew across the Bay 
on the mountains back of where Oakland nqw stands. .\ Mchod- 
iBt preacher is always good enough for anything that needs to be 
^ne. Taylor could cross the Bay in a boat, walk to the firest 
carrj'ing such implements as were needed, split his own shakes, 
get them hauled to the Bay, transport them in baats across to the 
city, and. if need be. build Ins own house. It was done. S)o^ 
"his family wen- in their awn borne — ^how comfortable we need 
not now stop to enquire, 

Tlw ihurch shippi-d from Oregon was readv (or dedication 
October «. 1849. It was ?.i x 40 feet, hut soon had to be enlarged 
to double that siza This was the first Methodist ('hurt-h ever 
-erected in Califomia. but not the first Protestant Church. A 
Baptist riiureh, under tile pastoral siijK'n-ision of the Rev. O, C. 
Wheeler, having been erected a short time before. There was 
at that time a Pn'shyterian Church organized under the pastoral 
carp of Rev. Albert Williams, and a Cjingregational Church un- 
•der tht- pastoral supervision of Hcv. T. Dwight Hunt, but neither 
•of these had as yet secured a house of wor.ahip. The eatludieily 
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of the cliurches may be seen in the fact that all three of tht 
above-naiiwd ministers were present, and took part in the.dedi- 
(ation. 

An idea of tht' expensu of living in 1849 may he gained fromi 
an incident. Mrs. Taylor wished to add some chickens- to her 
housekeeping outfit, and going to a lady who had some, she asked' 
the price of two hens and a rooster. Said the lady, "' Sinca you, 
are the wife of a uiinister 1 will sell j'ou them cheap, you can 
have them for eighteeoi dollars." The price was paid. Eggs- 
wiTe fifty cents each^hy wholesale. The retailer charged twenty- 
five cents each additional for his profits. 

It was in December of that year that Taylor began those- 
-famous street- preaching exjwriences which furnished material-! 
for the first of his hook-writing ventures. He selected a spot (rn- 
the Plazu near a saloon. He feared trouble, but it never came. 
Perfect order was the rule always. If any one made disturbance, 
some memhera of the congregation would make short work in- 
suppressing it, and in suppressing the disturber too. Long- 
Wharf was added to his regidar preaching places, and occasion- 
ally he would preach five times in one diiy. It was his regular 
meat to preach four times. He was pushing out his sythe. 

An ex- Congressman, who was also a devout member of the 
Episcopal Ohurch, told me several years afterward, that for 
many mouths while residing in San Francisco he never failed 'o 
hear Taylor preach on the street every- Sunday morning for the- 

i he got out of it in his own religious life. For one year af- 
ter Taylor hegar work, he had San Jose and Santa Cruz in his 
chai^ge. The road over the niountains was only a long traveled' 
Mexican trail. Bears, of the moat formidable size, .then inf Mted' 
this route. He found tracks of one of these that by careful meas- 
urement were fourteen inches long. Sometimes the^e huge crea- 
tures displayed more than their tracks to the eyes of the travel- 
re. Bishop Taylor gives one account of a trip to Santa Crux- 
a company with '' .John " Bennett, ( it should he fi. F. Bennett). 
In the services he conducted, the third daughter of his traveling- 
companion was converted, not the " second," as it is found in 
California life illustrated. That daughter was destined to give 
forty out of the fifty years of this historical period, to the life 
of an itinerant preacher's life. 

In the Spring of ISaO, Taylor put up at a hotel in Santa 
Clara. He had to sit in the bar-room, for there was no other- 

})Iace to sit. About bed time, one of the men said, " Comei boys 
ets turn in," This of course meant drinks all around. It was- 
Taylor's opportunity. " Gentlemen, if you have no objection, T 
I propose that we have a word of prayer before we retire." The- 
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-silent coneternation that followed was painful and embarraseiH? 
in the extreme. The bar-lender, however, releived the eituation 
b^ saying, " I presume there is no objection. " Thank vou sir," 
said Taylor, " and now let us all knell down as we used to do witli 
the old fulks at home." They all knelt down, white the preacher 
prayed with great fervor for them, and their loved ones far away, 
until the tears fell from many faces. They retired that night 
without j)atronizing the bar. 

Ab we have already seen, in 1856 Taylor asked for leave of 

-absence. It was granted, whether legally or not. That request 
was renewed and granted again and again, until ISGS. Each.time 
the brethren gave oonsent with increasing reluctance, not only 

- because (if the legal question involved, but also from the- hojw 
that he might return to the work in California. At last his 
usnal ri'ijuest was coupled with the statement, that if they were 
unwilling longer to give bim leave of absence, they might grant 
him a location. He was located, and from that hour M'ni. Taylor 
swung away from all California moorings, save that his family 

-continued to reside in this State. His subsequent life, as evan- 
gelist. Bishop of Africa, and world-wide traveler, lielongs tn th'.- 
whole church and not especially to California. 

The date of Owen's transfer was iu 184S, but he did not start 
for CaliforniB until the Spring of 1849. He preferred a trip 
across the continenl In a voyage around Cape Horn. He 
prtfiched near Grass Valley. September 2.1d, and thus opened hiit 
■commission on the Pacific Coast, It was seemly that he thus Iw- 
_gan his work, for hii^ life was e|)ent in the interior of the State 
rather than in. or aljout, San Kraneiscn. Yet when occasion n- 

- quired, he was master of the situation in the great city, no lean 
than in Ihc most remote mining camp. He diil not at first stop 
at Sacraiiifntii. but pushtil on toward San Francisco. When he 
reached Binicia he learned that Su()t. Hoberts had assignttl him 
to Sncrnnient". His team was worn out, and tbfuigh thi- distaneu 
soemcd cniall compared with ihe jounun" thw had aw'unplishfd. 

. yet it WH-^' deemed well-nigh impossible fnr them to haul the load 
they had hrtnigbt across the plains that much farthur. He there- 
fore hrR'd all (ii>cn boat to take bis goods up the river, while bo 
and his family went with the team. The boat upset on the way. 
and ovcrylhiiig was hwt. 

Reaching Sacramento, he lived for a time in a tent. He then 
succewleti in building a pareonapc at ii c<wt of five thousand d"l- 
lam. Tt was hy no nicHin« a mansion thai could t>e built for that 
money, at the rate they had to pay for materials nr labor in ISJ."), 
While engiig<'d in his work, on Ihe !>th of .Ian. I8r)ii, then' wan n 
flood. The whole city was covered with water over the tallest 
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■ man'e head. Onlj- those who lived in two-story h(nifies wtTe ahlu 
[to remain at home. Owen, with hie family, was compelled fo 
|. BCek refuge in San Francisco. His salary was to Kave l)een four' 
rthoasand dollars a year, "but one-fourth of that he had pledged 
Bto pay on the debt eontracted in building the parsonage. Had 
r everything gone as expected his salarj- would no more than sup- 
tport his family, and now that they had to tly for their lives, their 
[ condition may be imagined. 

Reaching San Francisco, and linding a place for his family, 
a had work to do in taking care of books. He had ordered twi> 
thousand dollars worth of these from New York, mainly the 
production of the Methodist Book Conwrn, intended to help in 
the work in this field. They had been shipped on the " Arkan- 
' which reached the port thf? day before Owen left Sacra- 
L mento. Taylor took hold with Owen, and soon they had a little 
fcToom fitted up next the church where these books could be stored, 
rand whenc-e they could be sold. This was the first Bonk Deposi- 
tory on the Coast. It was uo help to the finances of either of 
these brethren, that they had to pay, not only for the room, but 
also for landing the books and their drayage to the place. The 
Arst cost fifteen dollars, the second e.\pense, forty. 

This accomplished, he was longer detained by a sad affliction. 
L little daughter, dear to him and his wife as their own lives. 
sickened and died. She was only about tn-o years old. Mr. Hadly 
e of the original class formed by Boberts, and now an official 
member of the church, made for her a little coffin, and Mr. Tay- 
lor, and another Otficial member of the church dug for her a 
little grave, in the northeast corner of the church lot, and there 
with breaking hearts the parents laid away the loved form of 
-their darling, until lime and Providential allotment should in- 
dicate her permanent resting place. 

Instead of. tailing his family back to Sacramento, he went on 
3 San Ji)se, where, having built for them a little cottage, he re- 
turned to his work. The flood had moved the church into the 
,, but had not otherwise injured it. Having replaced it, he 
•continued his labors until the next fall, when he began the work 
that was to be continued through the greater part of his life, 
that of the presiding eldership. We shall see liis steps oiten in 
" '.B history. 

Isaac Owen was horn in Wilton. Vermont, March 8, 180!*. 

I two years old his parents moved into Indiana where, in 

et of its woods, he was raised. In 1834 he was left a fathcr- 

! boy. About that time he was converted and joined the 

ihodist Episcopal Chureh. He was converted at a camp- 

;, under the first permon be had ever heard. That sermon 
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was preached by "' Tncie " Win. Havens, as Owen always affec- 
tionately called him. The preacher described the nature of sin., 
the character of the sinner, and what was most important, the 
only remedy, Owens followed without questioning. When lie 
saw his privilefjie to l>elieve on the Ixird Jesus Christ, he believed. 
When the sermon was i-nded, Isaac Owen was saved. This frank 
open-hearled sincerity, was always a characteristic of the man. 
He aoon felt a call to preach, and without gainsaying, set him- 
self about a preparation for bin life work. He had no opportu- 
nity of flchoolinjr, hut hp was ever the friend and patron of thi' 
higher iKlitcation. \o better, service did he ever render the- 
ehureb, linth in IndianJi and in Califoniiii, than when he acted 
as Bg«nt of our collej^es. But while scholastic advantages were 
denied him. he mastered the ne.\t best thing. He learned to 
learn without a teacher. He knew haw to profit by the books 
within his reach. He constantly snujiht opportunity nf self-cul- 
ture. He learned to use the Kiiglish language with accuracy. 
He knew enough of rhetoric to us<' the English language with 
force. He gained a sulBcicnt knowledge of Greek to l*e able lo 
read his New Testament in the original with profit. He was 
an instructive pregcher iilways. and at times reallv elofpient. 

Two iharaeteristit incidents may he given. On one occasion, 
riding to an appointment with another preacher, he stopped .\ 
man on the road to ask him to come and hear him preach. After 
they had passed on, Owen's companion said, " How could you 
ack that man to eonie and hear you preach ? I could never do it." 
Said Owen, " Men fre(|neiitly ask people to come to a show, or 
\ place of amusement, which they are to conduct, and nobody 
thinicsr-it cuttif the- way. but I am gwiiig to fireach toeeverlastjn^j. 
goEpf>l, and need ] blui-h lo ask any man to hear me? " He was 
once preaching in the mines where women were scarce, Ther- 
wat but one in bis congregation at that time, and nhe had a child 
in her arms. In the midst of his sermon, the child began to cry, 
and the woman rose to leave. " Please madam." said he. " do not 
leave the cimgrcgation, I am «jrry for your nake that the child 
cries, but not for the ^a!^e of (hei^e men. It will do ihem a great 
deal mon' gond ihan niy preaching. Some of them have wives 
and hahit's far juvay ; this experienci' will remiiid tiiem of thing? 
goiiil fnr llieni to Ibiiik alioiit." And »> he talked on until there 
were fi"W dry eyes in the house. 

Hf was a Hi«n of about medium height, stoutly built but not- 
wtrpulant. of rather dark eompleJiion, with a kivu'black eye. ttiat 
had nmch expn-ssian in it. Indeed, his eye was a niarkH fenture- 
of his jwrsonalilv. He was licrnsed lo preach when twenty-two. 
years of ngi-. lie joined the Indiana conference in 1834. He- 
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-died February 9. IStiG, in the full vigor of manly strength. The 
wife that had acconi|>anied him to ('alifornia. had already pri'- 
ceded him to the better land. The De Pauw University conferred 
•on him llie degree of Doctor of nivinity. He represented his 
'Conference in the general Conference in 1 8.>G. 

James Corwin was not sent to these shores, at least not by the 

^authorities of the clnirch. He came. He thought it his duty to 

ne, and when James Corwin saw duty before his eyes, he did 

All who knew him will accord to him this much praise. Hj 

r'was a. member of the Indiana Conference. He asked to go with 

Lis friend Owen. His tnui^Jer was denied him. He located,«nd 

went. He drove OwesV team over plains and mountain?, pr>t- 

Jerring to drive an ox team in the line of duty than to eujoy the 

t they could give him in Indiana, and not be certain as to 

t-eonscience. It was well that he came. He fitted into the needii 

■of the work as only a few others did. He was a whole Church 

LBxteneion personified, living and breathing. He was a sort of 

Aiurch extension that could get along without collcetionf, — n 

Mng he always hated — and moreover, without leaving a mort- 

e on the property. It was estimated by one who had the best 

\ of opportunities for knowing, that James C(irwin, in work and 
jnaterials for churches and parsonages, gave not less than 
$30,000, of real estate to the church. Please do not mistake, 
"thia was not what his inspiration and effort secured from others, 
"but what liis own hands did, and his own money bought. Yet ho 
was not rich. He had only his salaiy, never large at best. 

Corwin's first appointment was Stockton. It cost him one 

^hundred dollars to go there from Sacramento. The streams were 

t.all over their banks, and he had to go by steamer tn San Fran- 

■ciseo, and thence, also by steanSer. to Stockton. Thus he had to 

I 'travel two hundred miles to reach a place aniy fifty miles from 

"the point of starting. His one hundred dollars covered merely 

the steamer fare, not a night's lodging nor a meal of victuals was 

included. His first work was to build a church. It used to be 

said '"Jimmy" Corwin would build a church where one was 

^Ti eeded if he had nothing but a jack-knife with which to do it. 

^^e was really a first-class carpenter, and did his work well. 

Corwin worked on as a supply until the Conference of 1833. 
'when he was received on his certificate of location. He continued 
in the effective ranks until 1873. when owing to impaired health, 
'betook a supernumerary relation. A few years l>efore his death 
he married a most excellent lady, who gave care and comfort tu 
'his declining years. He remained in his old conference after tlio 
n took place, though he resided in the southern part of the 
L^tate. The last time he met his brethren was at the Conference 
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of 187(i. He retunieil home very imich worn in body, but greatly^ 
refrtiehtfd iu i^pirit. He died in holy triumph Dee, 1, 1876. He-, 
was a native. of South Carolina, but raiiieci injndianii. 

This if the opinion his brethren formed of him as given in 
Ilia i-onference memoir: '"Few men have passed through lifo 
with so clear a record. Wo are justified in saying lliat few men 
ever improved Uie talents thijl (ind gave thwn more unaolfislily, 
or with greater industry. He made no pretensions to greatness 
nor of .men sought iie glory, but seerocd xpiietly to embrace every 
opportunity of being useful, and labored and suffered cheerfully 
fur the iliister's sake." 

Jfiiiii's W. Brier was a located iiicTiiiier of one of the Western 
conftTcni'c,-^. He came to California across the plains in 1841'. 
lie fuj>plied work as a local preacher until 1853, when he was 
received into the Conference on his certilieate of location. By 
the same conference, he was elected elder, and ordained by Bishop 
Anies. He continued in the work until the summer of 1859. 
when with a few others, he organized an American Weslcyan 
'■liiircli ill San Jose. This enterprise having failed,, he united 
will) the Congregational Church, , 

.\fier the arrival of Taylor and Owen, a year, and more, 
IiH>feil lieiore the work was reinforced by transfers from the East. 
The Church at home wa^ not unmindful of the wants of Califor- 
nia, but the field was fur away, the exwnsc of getting here v 
grunt, llie eharai'ler of tlie men necdcil of a high order, and con- 
setpiently dilHeLill Id ohlain, so it was not to be wondered at that 
the iiri:ci'-s of lojinuiiig the work seemed slow to those who w 
on tile ground, and hjiw j^o much to iln. Then we must not f )i 
that the outcome of the gold excitement was for a long time prob- 
lematical in the Eastern States. Jfnny expected tho buhb'i 
would soi)n hurst ; why waste men and ni'iney on such a doubtful 
exja-rtment, 

Ali'iioliiiie the pojudation increased. The inadequacy of the 
old MexiiHii laws, which had Ix'en kept in force, was seen in the 
disiiidiT-i iliHt everywhere prevailed. A cimvention was called 
in the Winter of 181!i to frame a c3nstitution for a State. Tha 
eonstilulioii so preimrefl was submitted to the people and at tbe- 
eaine tiiiic they were a.-ked to vote for the officers necessan' to 
make the lonstilution elTective. But months passed before Con- 
gress would grant statehood. The South opposed it becaitso it 
waA to be a free State. Here was a most anomalous state of \ 
tilings, (^alifuniia was governing itself as an independent State, 
and Coiigrese neither controling it as a territory, nor admittin,^ | 
it to Statehood. .\t last a compromise was effected. I<argo con- 
(vssioni^ were made to the South in behalf of slavery, and in eon- 
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L eideration of that, the South and its Northern sympathizers, — a 

majority of CongresE — constuted to the aJmimsion of California 

Li frae fitate. On the iith of Sept. 1860, the bill was signed by 

the President. By this time the route by way of the IsthmuB of 

Darian — Panama it was generally called — had been well opened, 

and gtaamers were going twice a month. Now it so happened 

that the steamer that brought the glad tidings of Statehood, 

hrought al.«> a trio of Methodist preachers to San Franciseo. 

I Men destined to make no ordinary impression upon the early 

r history of the church in the land of gold. Briggs, Simonds, Ban- 

[ istar; who that lived in the early days of California, in any part 

[ of the State, that did not know these men? Who that has lived 

long in the State since then that has not heard of them? 

Martin 0. Briggs was born in Rome, Oneida Co., New York, 
iJan, 23, 1823. In the winter of 1840 he went to Tennessee in 
I order to be present at the marriage of his only hrother, H. W. 
I Briggs. well known in California as Judge Briggs, now of Pa- 
I'ilic Ijrove. He remained there a year and a half studying the 
institution of slavery. He says, " I saw it in all its moods and 
tenses, attended all the slave auctions within my reach, conversed 
freely with the masters, and left without suspecting why Provi- 
dence had put me through such a school of instruction." Hia 
attitude toward slavery before the war is a sufficient explanation. 
In 184.1 he united with the Rrip Conferenee on probation. He 
. afterward went to the Concord Biblical Institute, where he grad- 
iBated in June, 1S50. Soon after he was appointed to the work 
fin California, reaching San Francisco, October 17th of fhat year. 
Crossing the isthmus in those days consumed so much time 
\ that passengers were in danger of contracting the Panama fever, 
» 8 malarial disease of great malignity. Simonds was very sick on 
arriving, and Briggs bin little better. The latter took himself to 
Lhard work, traveling over the region North of the Bay. As soon 
^ae he had driven off the last symptom of tropical malaria he hur- 
ried on to Sacramento, the place assigned him at the Mission 
ponference of 1850. 

In 1S52 he was elected to represent his California brethren in 

ihe genernl conference at Bostom. His mission was to secure if 

>ssible, the formation of an annual conference in California. 

KTailing in that, he was to secure a separation of California from 

L Oregon, and have this part of the work erected into a separate 

tMission Confurence. He succeeded in the first object. Califor- 

oia became an Annual Conference, «nd M. C. Briggs was seated 

i its first delegate. He accomplished another object by that 

rip, a most important one, not only for himself, but also for all 
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the churches he served thereafter. He brought back with him as 
a wife. Miss Ellen Green, of Portage, New York. 

In this brief sketch of character it must sutiice to say, that n 
raan of any denomination, so deeply impressed himself on th 
State, and the church, as did Dr. Briggs, during the formative 
period of both. He was everywhere in demand for lectures, and 
everywhere his lectures were heard. His voice was constantly 
raised against the twin evils of the time — slavery and intemper- 
ance. When slavery no longer existed, he doubled his force of 
invective ugaiust intemperance. Most consistently, too, he has 
been in the fore-front of the fight against another curse of Cali- 
fornia society, — Sabbath desecration. In him the CKinaman, no 
leas than the Negro, found a friend and defender. Twice, unso- 
licited and une.vpeeted, he was elected to serve the legislature of 
his State as chaplain. It was a proof of the comparative purity 
of politics in 1864, that he was chosen a delegate to the National 
convention that nominated Lincoln the second time. His elec- 
tion to this position wa» also a hi^h testimonial paid to him for 
his eerviees in the cause of freedom. After the convention, in- 
stead of spending his time in looking up old friends, he went ti 
the front, and served the soldiers faithfully as an agent of tlis 
United States Christian Commission. 

It is generally conceded hy those ac(]uaintcd with the facts, 
that Dr. Brigge did more than any other man to prevent Califor- 
nia from becoming a slave State, of which there was, at one tini". 
some danger. From the first a lai^e number of Southern peopiu 
<.'ame to ihe Stata Many of these were an.\ious to change the 
constitution so as to make slave-holding lawful. In some in- 
fitances slaves were brought to the country. Here they were al- 
lowed to cam the money by which t',' purclinse their freedon:. 
An instance was known to the writer where slaves were kept in 
ignorance of their being in a free State. In one ca*e a slave who 
had been brought here asserted his liberty. Refusing to labor 
for his master he accumulated some property of his own, when 
lift was arrested, brought iiefore a pro-slavery justice, and by him 
given back to his master, who hurried him down to San Fran- 
cisco, took him on bt>ard a steamer, and landed him in New Or- 
leans. Of course his case was then hopeless. In the fall of 1851. 
a body of Soulhern politicians met in Wilmington, North Caro- 
lina, and spent some time planning to make California a slave 
Slate in spite of its constitution. Their deli Ik- rations resulted in 
£ threefolrl «clu-me. The first was to rush in a large number of 
slaves under the promised protceliiui of the Gnvernor. The 
trouble (ullowed make a case in equity before a pro-slavery su- 
preme court, and get such a modifiCBtion of the law as would 
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jHBctiealiy aiunil the constitution. Failing in this, they were tn 
work for a eonatitutional coRTention under pretence that the old 
one needed certain amendmenta, and then, having a majority in 
■their favor, introduce a clause making slavery legal. The third 
plan, only to be undertaken in case neither of the others could be 
carried, was to eecnre a division of the State and make the 
Kouthc-rn part open to slavery, A circular, explanatory of these 
plans, was printed and dietribufed over the State. Of course this 
was intended to be done with the utmost secrecy, for it would be 
pure to fail if found out by the anti-slavery people of the countrj-. 
Jt was a strange, and to this day an unexplained Providence, tliat 
a copv of this circular fell into the hands of Dr. Briggs. Imag- 
ine then ihe surprise and disappointment that seized them when 
they saw ihe whole thing exposed in the California Christian Ail- 
vocate. As we might naturally suppose, Briggs boldly used his 
advantage in many a lecture and sermon. The wrath of this ele- 
I roent was intense. Thej- had torn him in pieces if they had dared 
to do it. It is a strange fact that they did not molest him. He 
continued to travel everywhere, and always unarmed. Once, 
however, a mob waited for him in front of the parsonage in 
Stockton, hoping to beguile hira into their hands. The pastor 
] of the ehurchj suspecting wrong, would not permit Briggs to go 
\ out, and so th* y failed of their purpose. 

Samuel D. Simonds was born on the let dwy of Dec. 1813, 
1 Burlington, Vt. Fe joined the Troy Conference in 1835. He 
L was married to Miss Catherine Peabody in Wheatland, Monroe 
I Co., New York, May 10, 1838. She was a remarkable woman in 
[ many respects. She was converted when fifteen years of age, and 
[ though her parents were Baptists, she chose to unite with the 
I Methodist Episcopal Church. Possessed of a strong mind, she 
I had opinions of her own all her life. More than that, she had 
' the courage of her convictions whenever conscience made aeser- 
I tion a duty. Yet she was the opposite of being contentious. 
[ Quiet and loving in disposition, she had a warm heart for all 
y sufferers, bore the trials and hardships of her life in the Itineracy 
I with courage and patience, lived to the advanced age of eighty- 
I -three, and died Oct. 16, 1898. 

Let Dr. Briggs tell of Simonds' sickness : " He took it "— 
[ the Panama fever- — " in full force, and was incapacitated for ser- 
[■ vice for months after our arrival. Things had fallen very much 
p and we could get a small bunch of Mission grapes for seventy- 
L five cents, and a Mission pear for the same price. Eggs had got 
■ down to the starvation price of two dollars and a half a dozen. 
iMrs. Simonds, wishing to gratify her husband while he lay at 
. Taylor's, bought a bunch of grapes. The Doctor said he 
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might eat three grapes at a time. She left the room, and he man- 
aged by Horculean effort to get the cluster. WTien she returned 
to the room Che last grape was gone. He was lying in hed laugh- 
ing at the feat. He suffered no ill effects from his delightful 
feast, but was able soon to walk about, though somewhat clum- 
sily." 

When sufficiently restored to health he entered upon the work 
which had been assigned him in Sonoma and the regions there- 
about. It was here, in the spring of 1851. that he held a camp- 
meeting, which he claims to have been the first ever held in Cali- 
fornia. This may, or may not be true, but an event occured at 
thai meeting which is worth relating. The day that Simonds an- 
nouneed that a camp-meeting was soon to be held, a paper was 
placed in his hands, professedly the result of a meeting held in 
Sonoma, containing two resolutions, the first was that they liked 
whiskey and would drink it on all suitable occasions, the second 
was that it was not a suitable place to drink whiskey at a camp- 
meeting, and that therefore they would do all in their power to 
prevent the drinking of whiske^i' while the meeting, soon to be 
lu'ld, was in session. The meeting began under the most favor- 
able auspires. Gen. Vallejo, the proprietor of the valley, himself 
and family Roman Catholics, sent two beeves for use of the cam- 
pers. On Friday, a man of foreign accent drove on the ground 
with pies, cakes, and small beer for sale. Simonds objected t" 
his being allowed to remain, but on his protesting that he had 
nothing else to sell, and agreeing to have family prayers at his 
tent wagon every night and morning, he was permitmd to pro- 
ceed with his bueinese. As lie told Simonds that he could not 
pray, Simonds agreed to furnish one who could. It was no s>mHll 
trial to this fellow to have one of the noisiest men attending, 
pray for him twice a day in tones sufficiently loud to be heard by 
everyone on the ground. At length it !>ecame apparent fliat there 
was a drunken man in the congregation. FTe was taken to the 
woods by certain men — not Methodists — and there confessed that 
he had obtained his whiskey of the huckster in nuestion. Thi: 
next morning the pedler was gone, but the R])ot his wagon had 
occupied was covered with smashetl pies, cakes, and broken l»it- 
tlw, indicating that violence had attended his departure. Two 
weeks later Mr. Simonds learned that the lioys had thrown n 
lasso over the fellow's outfit and dragged it well out of the camp. 
They then told him that the climate of Sonoma was not healthy 
for inou like him. and that if he knew what was best for him. he 
would jix-nlc in some other n-gion. Ik- acted on the advice at 
once. 

Wlien the Californiii fhriMinn Adviioiie wa* founded. Sim- 
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taAa and Briggs were elected eiiitors. Tlie details of that ven- 
B will be given soon, one experience of the time however, helps 
to a knowledge of Slmond's character, and it shall be given 
■e in hie own words : " It was a time of a great deal of gamb- 
ling in California. . . , Large houses were occupied — ex- 
(«ptingthe bars — by gambling in its various forms. Not unfre- 
quently 1 became acquainted with facts that wrung my heart. 
Men from the mines on their way home with a few thousand 
dollars were inticed into these saloons and lost all. I criticised 
the operations of a Mr. Duncan in the Advocate, and he sent two 
of his clerks, who attacked nie with their fists and raw-hides 
when I was seated at my desk in a cramped position. I finally 
extricated myself, and Rev. Alfred Highie coming to my assia- 
"tance, the tide of battle was turned, and the clerks were ignomin- 
inously expelled. I took them before the Recorder, and Mr, 
Cotham was fined $200, and Mr. Dodge, $100. Annis Merrill 
appeared for the people, and a Mr. Crittenden for the defence. 
The next day I was coming down Clay Street, on its then narrow 
sidewalk, and met the two clerks with a larger and more powerful 
man. I stepped off to allow them to pass, but they swayed » ■ ■ 
and motioned me to pass. I attempted to dn so, whem all three 
surged against me, and I was struck in the breast bv the shoulder 
of the powerful man and knocked into the middle of the street. 
I staggered along, barely escaping falling. When I got my 
breath my assailants were half a block away and laughing in 
great glee. I was terribly mad, and if I had had a stone or any 
means of attack, 1 should have hurled myself blindly upon them. 
I went into a store and purchased a strong hickory cane, and 
walked into the police court just in time to see the recorder 
'anish. I asked for him, but the clerk said he was not in. [ 
:ed the clerk to take my deposition. He prepared to do so. [ 
Iwgan, I have been assailed in my office, and have sought the pro- 
tection of this court, and tho penalties inflicted have been re- 
mitted. This morning 1 have been assailed again and hurt very 
badly. Now, if hereafter I am assailed, 1 will protect myself^ 
and if the peace is broken this court will be responsible. And 
I struck the table with the flat of my cane to emphasize the 
words. Soon my mind recalled the words of Christ. If ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will your Heavenly Father for- 
give your trespaBses. I was rebuked for my anger and humbled 
and preached the next Sunday morning, with a black eye, on for- 
"iving men their trespasses." 
In 1856 Simonds was appointed to the Mt. Shasta district, 
.t the hardest field the conference coald find. One day in 
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liis travels he found a teamster with his wagon fast in the mud 
and swearing at his mules in no measure*] terms. Simonds 
cooUygot off his horse, requested the driver to ?top hia profanity 
and he would help him out of his trouble. " Did yoiz ever drive 
a mule team? " iisked the teamster, " if you ever did you wouid 
know that swearing was a necessity." Said Simonds, " I never 
drove a mule team, but I am engaged in a great deal more diffi- 
cult, and even provoking work than that." "And what may 
that be? " " I am traveling up and down this countiy trying to 
induce such men as you are to repent of their sins and give their 
hearts to God." Simonds spoke these words with an earnestness 
that caused them to be felt by the t«araster, who at onee admitted 
that Simonds was right, received his proferred aid with gratitude, 
and went on his way without further profanity, at least while 
Simonds was in hearing. 

In time is was found that he waa teaching ideas not con- 
fiidered in harmony with those of the churoh. More or lesa 
friction followed. At last the contention culminated in charges 
preferred against him at the conference of 1863, A compromise 
was effected, by which the charges were withdrawn on condition 
that Simonds should submit his opinions to the scrutiny of a 
committee for their endorsement or condemnation. He pre- 
sented a paper to the committee which prefcssed to set fortli the 
peculiar doctrines under consideration. The committee decided 
that the views expressed in the paper were not in accord with the 
standards of the Methodist Episcopal Church, f)ut recommended 
that with this declaration of dissent, his character pass. The 
report of the committee was adopted, hut not until Simonds had 
confessed that every statement contained in the paper condemned 
was a quotation from the writings of John Wesley. The thimr 
however would not slumber, and at the conference of 18(!4 he wa* 
tried for heresy- The action of the court suspended him from thfl 
ministry tor one year. He appealed to the next General Con- 
ference, but as that body did not meet for nearly four years its 
decision could do him very little good. The <reneral conference 
did, however, reverse the decision of the court of trial. 

Another effort was made at the end of the time oi his sus- 
pension, to trj- him for views contained in an articli. ho had 
written, and which was published in the Methodist Quarterly 
Review, entitled the " Doctrine Concerning God." TMien a trial 
teemed inevitable, and if had been decided to have it before the 
whole conferencis Dr. Thomas made a motion that we declare 
our dissent from the views contained in the article, and pass 
hU character. It was a moment of fearful suspense when 
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Thomas, standing within the altar of Howard Street Church, 
read his resolution and leaning forward, asked one of Simond's 
counsel if that would do. Receiving an affirmative answer, he 
lifted his eyes heavenward, and said devoutly, "Thank God." 
Simonds never again engaged in the regular work. As soon as 
the resolution was passed he asked for a superanuated relation, 
and at the conference of 1868, he located. In 1887, he was re- 
admitted on his certificate of location, and granted a super- 
anuated relation. This was done as a testimonial of confidence 
in his perRonal and Christian character, and in view of his faith- 
ful labors of other years. No change had taken place in his 
opinions on the subjects in controversy. 

A scholarv, but modest man was Edward Bannister. He had 
a well proportioned body, and an exceedingly pleasant counte- 
nance. He was too diffident to be easily won to an intimate 
friendship, yet was always true and faithful in his relations to 
others. A very instructive preacher, not eloquent in the ordinary 
sense of that word, yet always interesting and edif3nng, he was a 
man that wore well. The more one knew him, the more he saw to 
admire in his pure life and Christlike spirit. He filled the 
positions of pastor, presiding elder, and college president, at 
different limes, for twenty years, in the most trying period of 
California's history, and then he was not for God took him. 
He was bom in Viena, New York, Sept. 27, 1814. At the 
age of sixteen he began his classical education. A feJlow student 
remarked in his presence " It is only reasonable to be a Chris- 
tian." The words went to his heart. He soon made a consecra- 
tion of himself to God, an event to which his Christian training 
no doubt contributed far more than the accidental words of his 
young associate. He graduated as A. B. from the Wesleyan 
University at Middletown, Conn., and in 1839 joined the Genesee 
conference on probation. He came to the state in order to enter 
upon the work to which he seemed well adapted, that of educa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Bannister was a woman of rare excellence. She lived 
more than a score of years after her husband's death. The most 
of that time her residence was in Syracuse, New York, where 
she was greatly beloved and honored by the church. Dr. Ban- 
nister died in Marysville, Sept. 27, 1871. 

The word pioneer, in common parlance, has a wide latitude 
of meaning. Among the early settlers it is made to cover only 
those who were living in California before it became a state. 
Its use in this history shall be confined to those who came to the 
state previous to the first regular session of the California Con- 
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ference. Also to such churches as were undoubtedly organized 
before that event. But instead of following up the further 
arrival of ministers in this place, it will better suit the plan of 
this work if we take up the conference sessions as local points, 
from which to consider, not only the arrival of ministers, but 
also of laymen, and the organization of churches. 
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The Mission Conference. 



The general eonferance of 1848, organized the work on the 
Pacific Coast into a mission conference, having all the powers 
of an annual conference, except representation in the general 
conference and participation in the proceeds of the Book Concern. 
The name of this ecclesiastical body was " The Oregon and Cali- 
fornia Mission Conference." The first session of this conference 
was held in Salem, Oregon, September 5, 1849. There were but 
six members at that time. William Roberts of the New Jersey 
conference, David Leslie of the Providence, Alvan F. Waller of 
the Genesee, James H. Wilbur of the Black River, Isaac Owen of 
the Indiana, and William Taylor of the Baltimore. Only four of 
these were present, indeed Owen and Taylor were not yet on 
the ground of their future toils. No business pertaining to Cali- 
fornia was transacted at this conference except that :Taylor was 
appointed to San Francisco, and Owen to Sacramento. To 
Sacrameiito was added Coloma and Stockton, and one was to be 
supplied. The Pueblo of San Jose, and Mission of Santa Cruz 
were placed in a charge, and left to be supplied. 

. The second session of the mission conference convened in 
Salem September 4, 1850. No one from the California district 
was present, but reports were sent by both Taylor and Owen. 
The only business transacted for California at this time was the 
admission of Matthew Lissater on trial. Of Matthew Lissater 
little is known. The writer remembers him in the conferences of 
the fifties as a small spare man, who was occasionally employed 
as a supply. He was discontinued in 1851 by his own request. 
Tb^ appointments for California were as follows : California 
disfrict, I. Owen, P. E. ; San Francisco and Happy Valley, W. 
Taylor; Stockton, J. Corwin; Stockton Circuit, to be supplied; 
San Jose^ to be supplied; Sacramento, S. D. Simonds; El 
Dorado, M. Lissater; Santa Cruz, to be supplied; Feather 
River, to be supplied ; Los Angeles, to be supplied ; E. Bannister 
to take charge of an institution of learing yet to be organized. 

(41) 
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In looking over these fields of labor we may say in general 
that Beveral of them are verj' indefinite. Feather River Circuit 
covered a region north and east of Marysville. From it several 
charges evolved in eourse of time. Stockton Cireiiit, doubtless 
not only included the Valley contignoue to the city, but the minus 
of other Counties. El Dorado, was a name given, not only to the 
Cotoity bearing that title, but neighboring regions as well. Los 
Angeles was doomed to be left to be supplied for many years. 
We shall leave it nntil we find something has been done for ii. 
In no Hat of these appointments which wo have seen does the 
name of Sonoma appear. Yet it was to receive a pastor in a few 
weeks after that conference closed, and so sball be considered 
here. The appointments which certainly had organic existence, 
not already treated, were Powell Street, Sacramento, Stockton, 
San Jose, and Sonoma. 

We have already had glimpses of Powell Street, the 
" Mother *' of churches. We have seen that a class was formed 
by Wm. Roberta in April 1847, which continued in existence 
until the discovery of gold and the confusion that followed. Less 
than a year, however, passed before we sec again, in the winter 
of 1848-i9, a class and prayer meeting maintained, and also 
preaching by a ntgularly appointed supply from Oregon. Then 
with " Father " White and the " Blue Tent," we tide over the 
lime until the arrival of Wm. Taylor. We have also seen this 
church housed in the building sent frnm Oregon. We will now 
trace its history through events that followed. A quarterly 
conference was held Novemlwr DO, 1849, which shows that at that 
time the church was thoroughly organized and able to take care 
of itself. The members present — as given in the minutes yet 
existing — were Wm. Taylor, missionary; Asa White, local 
preacher; John Bawden, exhorter. The folloming were elected 
stewards: John Trubody, Alexander Hatler, and Willit McCord. 
The trustees previously appointed were confirmed, but tlieir 
names are not given. A resolution was passed relieving the 
missionary society of any further appropriation for the support 
of their pastor. Thus Wm. Taylor began practicing "self-sup- 
port," 

The day the church was dedicated several joined, and tho 
growth from that lime was comparatively rapid. On the first 
of January, 1850. there were sixty-nine members. At a quarterly 
confonmcc held Mareh 25, 185(1. at which Wm. Rolterte preside^ 
it was resolved that the work newled another preacher. Evi- 
dently. Taylor was "'putting out hif sythe." Roljerts was asked 
to appoint this assistant, and the church agreed to cmVnvor to 
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I suppo^ him. It is also LTident that this action looked to the 
organization of a second charge. 

At the mission conference of 1851, S, D. Simonds was ap- 
pointed pastor of this church. At the conference of 1853, M. C. 
Briggs. During this pastoral term, the old church becoming too 
small for the congregation, a new one was built which served 
the purpose for many yenrs. In 1855, E. Thomas, E. Bannister 
in 1856. J. T. Peek in 1858. M. C. Briggs in 1860. In 1863 
there were 334 members and twenty-three probationers. That 
year, W. J. Maclav was appointed. In 1863 J. H. Wythe. In 
18G5, J. A. Bniner. In 1860, M. C. Briggs returned for his 
third pastorate. The influx of foreigners, Chinese and others, 
' in that part of the city, now began to affect the fortunes of this 

t church. Dr. Briggs left it previously with the largest member- 
ship it had ever had. This time be left it with J 63 members 
and nine probationers. Henry Cox was appointed in 1869. He 
at onee began to agitate the subject of building. During his stay 
this was begun and finished. The old church was moved to the 
Tear for vestry purposes, and the present more elegant stnicture 
'placed in front of it. Dr. Cox left 200 members and eighteen 
■probationers. In 1872 J. H. Wythe returned. While he was 
pastor, during the winter ot 1873-T4 .under the especial labors 
of Mrs. Maggie Van Cott, a revival of religion occurred, which 
resulted in the conversion of many souls. Dr. Wythe left 260 
memlwrs, and twentvuine probationers. In 1875, J. Coyle. 
In 1878. B. L. Harford. In 1880, W. B. Gol>er. During "his 
pastorate, through a legal technicality, the debt of $11,000, 
which the church had carried since the new building was erected, 
had to be paid. Money could no longer be borrowed on the prop- 
erty. Thp debt was nohly paid, and its payment has rendered 
its continued existence a possibility. In 1883. J. P. Macaulay. 
In 1886, W. S. tlrmy. During his pastorate the church was 
renovated, and nmch revival influences felt. He received 140 
on pmbation. In 1889, M. D. Buck. In 1892, T. H. Woodward. 
In 1894, T. Filiien. In 1896, W. S. TTrmy. He also was pastor 
in 1897., Members 138, probationers fourteen, scholars in Sun- 
[day School 140. One church, valued at $24,000 Paid pastor 
J|l,200, presiding elder $90, bishops $7, raised for missions 885. 
We have already seen that a class was fonned m San Jose 
f. Anthony in 1847. Of that class John Jone« was appointed 
Soon afterward he moved into the Contra Costa region, 
1 Anthony moving to Santa Cruz, the meetings of the class 
', and the gold excitement scattered the members, leaving 
r of the effort but a memory until Taylor came. He 
his pastoral wings over the whole south country. In 
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December, 1849, he formed a church of the following members: 
Wm. Campbell, Asa Fink'V, Mrs. Finley, John Jones, Mrs. Jones, 
Mre. Nancy S. Young, Mark Willinms, awl Mr. and Mrs, Cade. 
The six first named were in the class organized by Anthony two 
years before. Santa Cruz being also under the pastoral Buper- 
vision of Taylor, the two charges made one quarterly conference 
which was organized on the 13th of April, 1850. At that quart- 
erly conference the following persons were elected truatees for 
San Jose: Charles Campbell, William ('amplwll, Joseph Aram, 
John Jones, Asa Finley, and Mark Williams. Previous to this, 
on the first day of the same month, Dr. Taylor began a subscrip- 
tion for a church, and in two days had $2,000 pludguil for the 
purpose. A good result for an enterprise commenced on " all 
fools day." The church was built, but not finished as we shall 
see further on. It was dedicated by S. D. Simonds, but the date 
cannot be given. The precise location of this church seemB lo 
be unknown. It will be seen that the church was moved before 
the new one was built. 

With the appointment of William Morrow, a snperanuated 
member of the Indiana conference, who had Just crossed the 
plains in sOarch of health, the regular routine of a Methodist 
church began. This date brings our history to the fall of 1850. 
We may say of this church that it has had a wonderfully interest- 
ing history, only a part of which can be given here. One of its 
wnflicts will appear strange to people now too young to re- 
member the controversies of fifty years ago. The manufacture 
of reed organs, melodonns they were universally called, put in- 
strumental music within the reach of nearly all ehuri'hes. But 
their introduction was attended v»-ith considerable friction. 
SoTnctimes it led to the loss of members. San Jose had a severe 
time over it, though little less so than Santa Clara. It was in 
the latter place that an old-time lady, when told by her pa«tor 
that he thought instrumental music was greatly conducive to a 
devotional frame of mind, suggested that she thought it would be 
a gfjod idea for her pastor to hire a boy with a hand organ to 
attend htm while making pastoral visits. 

In I8.JS. C. <?. C'xvk arrived from the East, and being a lover 
of music, and a good singer withal, he soon organized a choir, 
and with thirti-en others purchased a melodeon for the church. 
Thin was the beginning of troubles. One brother would never be 
present when that instrument was U'ing played. He entered the 
church just as the minister nise to announce his text, and he 
left the church ne the last hymn was announced. We may smile 
at his weakneos. but he was a good man, with a limder ronscitrnce. 
cMn though it was morbid in this particular. At last the melod- 
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feon was torn to fragments and tlirown from the window by 
a young man whose insanity took on the form of hatred of instru- 
ments in the church. However another tnok its place, and in 
^ime the wound? were healed. 

Charles Maclay followed Morrow in the spring of 1851. He 
'says, " I arrived in San Jose to take charge of the Methodist 
Epi-scopal Church the 7th of May, and preached the following 
Sabbath. There was the shell of a church building erected by 
the Eev, Wm. Taylor, hut as there was some question about the 
title to the land, I had the building moved to another lot, finished 
the churcfi and dedicated it. A Frenchman belonging to the 
first class in iSan Jose was named Cndey, and both he and hia 
ife were good people, Ilr. William Morrow, a local preaclier. 
preceded me at 8an Jose and Wm. Maclay followed me. While 
in charge at San Jose, God helped us with a most gracious revival 
of religion. Some fifty were converted and joined the church. 
Many of these have long since joined the hosts on the other 
shore, while some remain to do valient work for the Master." 

Just when W. J. Maclay succeeded his brother Charles in 
the charge of San Jose, is uncertain, hut that he did so succeed 
him is unquestionably true. .\nd here it will be proper to call 
attention to a mistake made by the first church in San Jose in 
writing its own history. J. W. Brier is credited as having place 
among its pastors. R. R. Dunlap — who followed W. J. Maclay 
in 1853 — says he never heard of Brier's pastorate, and he cer- 
tainly would have heard of an event so recent as' that must have 
if true. It is very probable that Mr. Brier spent some time 
in San Jose after his arrival in the country and before he took 
charge of the church in Santa Cruz. If so, he probably preached 
ore or less without exercising pastoral supervision. The history 
I! have to stand, Wm. Taylor and Wm. Morrow until May 
1851. Charles Maclay and brother until February 1853. R. R. 
}>unlap until February 1854. Thereafter there can he no ques- 
ytion on the score of succession. 

The conference of 1834 scijt B. F. Rawlins to San Jose. Mr. 
Rawlins did not long remain, but left in the summer of that year. 
I Wm. HuSbert, who had been appointerl to the Santa Clara Mis- 

ieion, succeeded him, remaining until the nest conference. In 
1855, San Jose and Santa Clara Missions were united in one 
charge with two preachers, Wm. Hulbert and P. Y. Cool. It 
*a8 an after arrangement by which Mr. Cool became sole pastor 
of the church in San Jose. In 1856, J. Paniels. In 1857, G. S, 
JPhillips. In 1858, P. G. Buchanan. In 1859, I, Owen. In 
1860, T. S, Dunn. In 1863, D. A. Dryden. In 1864, C. H. 
L&wton. In 1865, J. R. Tansey. It was during this year that a 
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new and more comiii odious church was ereeteil. The old churcli 
moved to thu corner of San Antonio and Third Streets, hecauic, 
in time, the headquartprs of our Chinese Mission in San Jose. In 
18C6, T. S. Dunn returned to this, his lirst charge in C'aUforniii. 
He remained three years, Tlie old church l)ecunie to small f'.r 
the congregation, and there waa no room for enlarging it. Thu 
lot was only 55 x G8 feet 8 Indies. They sold the lot for $I2,()(I'I 
and bought a much larger one where the church now stands. 
This tra!nsaction left- them with $(i,rriU in hand. U'ith this.. 
and other moneys raised, they moved the former church onto the 
new lot, ^mt a ba&enient story under it, enlarged and improved 
the audience mora, paid an old deht of $500, and reopened 
free of deht. Great was the rejoicing of the church and pastor 
over this achievement. Three Sundays the church was used, only 
three Sundays, and on the morning of Februari- 22, IPfifl. the 
day freighttid with memories of the Father of his country, the 
whole church, with nil its belongings, was reduced to ashes. -V 
letter that morning fell into the hands of the pastor, believed to 
have Ijeen written, or at U^afi droped into the post office whila 
the church was huniing. deenrnted with scull nod cross hones, 
threatening him with death if he did not fly from the city. 
There was no doubt that the church was set on fire by miscroants 
who objected to the fact that a Chinese Sunday School was held 
in the building where no less than 16fi natives of the Flowery 
Kingdom received instruction. If the wretches who were guilty 
of this great crime thought they could stop the work of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the Garden City, they were 
doomed to most signal disappointment. Within one week after 
the fire, the pastor started a subscription paper in the morning, 
and before three o'clock in the afternoon, had over $0,000 
pledged for a larger and lietter church than the one burned. 
The church was built, and when dedicated by Bishop Kingalev, 
July 18, ]8(>9. the whole expense was more than met, though the 
church cost $25,000. 

Mr. Dunn was followed bv W. J. Maclav in 18f>9. E. S. Todii 
in lfl72, C. C. Stratton in 1875. F. F. Jewell in 1878. B. 
Bently in 1881. T. S. Dunn in 1884. F. F. Jewell in 1887. 
Ihiring this term the church was greatly enlarged, and prorided 
with a pipe organ. Dr. Jewell was the first pastor who could stay 
five years, and of course he stayed. He was followed by R. S. 
Cantine in 1892, and he. by A, Kummer in 1897. 

At the conference session of 1897, there were 700 members 
in full connection, and twenty-one probationers. A Sunday 
School of 670 scholars, Raised for pastor $2,000, for presiding 
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Wer $200, for bishops $28, for current espenees, including the 
pionday School, $2,024, for missione $3a0. 
■• Isaac Owen retuniri to Sacramento from his unconipleteil 
''trip to San Francisco, with only the clothes that were on his back, 
that he had worn across the plains, left to him. The others had 
gone with his famOy goods through the recklessness of the 
drunken boatman, to whom he had entrusted them. However, 
deficiency of wardrobe could not prevent this zealoos man from 
beginning his work on the first Sunday after his arrival. Under 
an oak tree, that then grew at a spot near the comer of Third 
and L Streett-, he preached to as large a congregation as he could 
gather. This was on the 23d of October, 1849. On the 28th of 
the same month, in Dr. JliUer's store, seventy-two persons en- 
_ rolled their names on the first record book of what is now Sixth 
Street Church, Sacramento. This was a fine beginning. 
"* Father" Owen being a strict dUciplinarian, we may be sure 
"je had cvcrj'thing in thorough working order in a very short 
^ace of time. 

The building which had been sent from Baltimore was erected 
1 the comer of Soventh and L Streets, on a lot kindly donated 
[io the church by (Jen. Sutter. It was placed on the rear end of 
tiie lot. The cimrch was 34 x 36 feet. Though so small it ap- 
peared quite pretentious among the tents and shanties that at 
the time constituted the rity. It was enlarged to double its 
.original capacity during the first year of Dr. Brigg's pastorate. 
The so-called conferonce of 1851, sent Briggs to Sacramento 
lith the understanding that as soon as he could be relieved by 
psome one from the East, he should go to Market Street, Saa 
Francisco. The relief came in the person of Koyal B. Stratton. 
In the spring of 1853, they began to plan for a new church. It 
was to h:' of brick, and of unusual elegance for the time. The 
—corner-stone of this building was laid June 22, 1852. S. D. 
jBtmonds made the address, Revs. J. A. Benton, Congregation- 
llist, 0. C. Wheeler. Baptist, and W. R. Gfiber of the Church 
jtouth, participating. The building was finished, ready for dedi- 
^tion on Sunday, Isovember 3d. but alas, a fire broke out in ihc 
Kty on Saturday night that destroyed $5,000,000 worth of 
[property. Among the houses burned was the newly finished 
t'Methodiet Church. With great courage the society hurried up 
a cheap Ijuilding for present use on the ashes of their former 
church, and then proceeded to erect a frame edifice on the ground 
where the Baltimore house had stood. The brick had been built 
■jjiafflmaUy across the street from it. This continued to be thp 
Mne of the society for several years. When the lot was bona:ht 
1 Sixth Street, where the present church stands, it was sold tm 
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the Jews and became a Synagogue. In lSo9-liO, the present aub- 
Btantial i-ditiee was erected, though not finished. This waa dur- 
ing the pastorate of J. D. Biain. Under the pastoral supervision 
of H, B. Heacock. In lS;0-73, the church was funiished, raised 
to a higher grade and Burmounted by a beautiful spire. It orig- 
inally coBi about $25,000, and its completion cost $16,000 ad- 
ditional.. In 1887, Peter Bohl bought and donated to the trustet's 
a lot 20 X 80 feet, lying to the rear of the church, on which wa^ 
erected n much needed addition, making parlors itolow aud a 
commodious pastor's study above. A pipe organ of superior 
character was included in this improvement. All this was con- 
summated in l.S!)3, during the pastorate of the much lamented 
Dr. George. 

The pchedule of pastors may be given in few words. Isaac 
Owen. 1S49. M. C. Briggs, liH.iO. R. B. Stratton, 1851. W. 
Oliver. If 53. He did not long remain and K. Merchant foUowiKl 
him. N, P. Heath, 1835. He was changed soon after, and G. S. 
Phillips followed. J. W. Uoas, 1857. J. D. Blain, 1859. J. T. 
Peck, 1861. M. C. Briggs, 1363. J. W. Ross, 1866. This was 
a year of jfreat revival, .and increase of membership. J. H. 
Wythe. 186!». H. B. Heacock. 1870. This was the time of pay- 
ing a debt of $3,250, the last end of the original expense of build- 
ing, a thinji; done by rix weeks' work of the pastor. A. M. Hou^h 
followed Heacock in ltJT3. M. C. Briggs in 1875. R. Bentl-?v 
in 1878. T. S. Dunn in 18S1. E. U. Dillie in 1884. A. f. 
Needham in 1887. T. C. George in 189]. In April, 1894 he 
was obliged to give up the charge on account of ill health. (', V. 
Anthony was appointed who merely filled out the year. M. I), 
Buck in 1834. S. J. Carroll in 1897. The following statis- 
tics close this sketch- Members, 304; probationers, thirty-four: 
Scholars in Sunday School, 211; paid pastor, $1,500; presiding 
elder, $l'J6: bishops, ^.'18; current expenses, including Sundny 
School, $1,431 ; raised for missions. $180. 

Soon after the discoven- of gold in Calaveras and Tuolumne 
Counties, vessels began to land passengers and freight at points 
on the San Joaquin Kiver and its slonghs. The landing at the 
head of the Stockton slough siwn began to take the preference, 
and a city grew up at that spot. By the summer of 1849, thia 
place began to be one of considerable interest. 

We give the following account of the introduction of Method- 
iflm into Stockton, prepared by Mrs. Ue Vinney, and read by 
J. M. Long at the Jubilee celebration of the chnrch held in 
November, 1899: "James Clayton Westbay is justly considered 
the pioneer o( Methodism in Stockton. • • • He came to this 
place in September, 1849, locating on San Joaquin Street, on the 
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_ afterward occupied by the Central SI. E. Church for a period 
twenty-one years. The first evening of his arrival he dedicated 
tent to the Lord by reading tlie bihle, singing and prayer, 
euppoBing himself to be alone with God, but finding later thjic 
a large number of men had surrounded hia tent. Some four or 
five days later, upon hia invitation, two other Methodists, Upton 
Eeamer r.nd George S. Pierce, joined with him in conducting a 
public prayer meeting in the same place. This occurred on 
September 15, 1849, and is recorded as the first Methodist serv- 
ice of prayer and praise ever held in Stockton." To this may be 
added the words of Mr. Westbay himself. "There were some 
seventy or eighty persona in attendance, many of whom were 
unable to get into the tent. The singing and praying were 
earnest and spirited. We were all in the spirit of worship. We 
were far away from home and friends. During the progress of 
the meeting a Christian brother by the name of Hopkins came 
in, saying that he was a local preacher from Tennessee, having 
just axrived that night. He walked into town leading a mnb 
on which was packed his outfit. Taking off the saddle and pac'i, 
he had tied his animal, and was walking slowly down the slough 
when he heard the singing and saw the crowd. At first he 
thought it a gambling establishment, but when the singing ceased 
he heard the voice of prayer and then understood it was a prayer 
meeting. Having worked his way into the tent, he stood with 
outstretched arms and thanked God that he had found more than 
■o or three who had met in the name of the Ivord Jesus for 
irahip. He preached a short sermon that night and again on 
le following night to a congregation of about one hundred pco- 

Services were held from that time on with considerable regu- 
I'iarity until the arrival of J. Corwin in January following. About 
the first of October Mr. J. D. CJreen gave permission to have these 
meetings held in his private residence, a house then standing on 
the southeast comer of Webber Avenue and San Joaquin Street. 
Still later these services were held in the home of Mr. Geo. D. 
Dickinson, on Market Street, near the corner of Commerce. 
Here also a bible class was conducted by that noted pioneer iuy- 
man, J. M. Buffington. 
_ After the arrival of James Corwin things settled into regular 
Boutine. An effort to raise money for a church was made by 
nestbay in Kovember, 1849, hut nearly a year and a half passed 
Wore it was really under way. Capt. Webber, the proprietor of 
-"'"ton, gave the ground on the comer of Washington and 
wree Streets, room enough for both church and parsonage, 
s church was dedicated on the S8th of July, 1851, by Dr. 
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Ow«u. The official Ijoard at this time was composed of the 
following persons: Jamea OorwiB, pastor; John Turner, ex- 
horter; Josoph F. Landin, Phillip (irove, J. C. Westbay, Geo. 
D. Dickinson, B. H. Pierson, E. B, Bateman, stewards; S. 
D. Dickinson, W. Hopkins, Upton C. Reamer, J. M. Buffingtou. 
and B. K. Latimer, trustees. -J. M. Buffington wns siiperintend- 
ant of thi' Sunday School juet organized, and which at first had 
the children of but one family, that of G. D. Dickinson. In 
1853, H. C. Benson succeeded Corwin in the charge of Stockton. 
Though he was sent to ilarysville in 1854, he soon returned on 
account of his wife's health, and remained until the conference 
of 1855, when S. B. Rooney was appointed. In t85G, P. G. 
Buchanan. His pastorate was attended by a large measure of 
prosperitj'. The membership doubled during the two years of 
his service. Quite a revival of religion occurred and some of the 
members then received Iteeame the most influential of any. In 
1858, .1. B. Hill. Some friction occurred at his return the second 
year, and some left the church because they could not have their 

' 01 all the men in the world John B. Hill was the last to 
yield to discouragement. He had long seen that the location of 
the church was unfortunate and gathering the faithful of hi& 
flock aljout him, he set about the difficult task of buying a more 
central, and of eourse more expensive lot. The position secured 
was on the corner of San Joatjuin Street and Webixr Avenue. 
Moving the church onto this lot, they raised it so as to put it 
basement story under it for Sunday School and prayer meetinfi; 
pur])os«.'s. and when the improvement was completed, the whole 
ex|ien!* was met. Nor did the loss of members amount to much. 
Indwd the marked success of this church may safely be dftted 
from the jinstoratc of this most excellent man. 

1). A. Dndan was appointed in 18G0. J. W. Ross in 18fi2. 
D. Deal in ]8fi5. J. H. Maddux in 18(i7. During his pastorate 
of three years another important change took place. The prop- 
erty on San Joaquin Street and Webber Avenue was sold, and a 
lot and building on San .Tnaquin Strert opposite the Court House 
bought and fitted Up for a basement of what was planned to be a 
very fine chureh. Even as it then was. they had the largest 
audience room in the eitv. Here, in the winter of 1869-70. 
occurred one of the most remarkable revivals that ever blest tho 
I'hurchi-s of Stockton. Though held in tho Methodist Chureh, 
it was patronized by nil the churelies, except the Baptists, who 
had a revivalist of their own. J. W. Ross, pastor of the chnreb 
in Sacramentrt, was the chief human instrumentality of the 
blessed work. Mope or less revival influence* were felt yearly. 
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The city grew, people were gathered in with greater or less fre- 
quency, difficulties were met anJ overcome, nnd Stockton always 
stood as one of the moat desiralile charges in the conference. C. 
V. Anthony hecame pastor in 1S;U. H.' B. Heacock in 1873. T. 
S. Dunn in 18~li. J. Covle in 18;!). T. L. Trefren in 1882. A. 
T. Needhum in 1883. H. B. Heacock Ln 188«. W. Dennett in 
1887- S, J. Carroll in 1888. 

And now another crisis awaited tliie church. They had l>e- 
eouie disBatisfied with the plans so long held in prospect, but 
never realized. They concluded to sell their property, buy other 
ground and build a much finer church than they had ever 
thought of before. On the comer of San Joaquin Street and 
Miners Avenue stands the i>utconie of their enterprise. Perhaps 
the best Mathodist Church on the Coa^t. It cost $87,373. It 
was dedicawd the SUth of March, 18!'l. A large debt was con- 
tracted in doing this but the church will in time cancel that. 
E. D. McCreary followed Carroll in 1893. In 1897, W. 0. Evens 
took charge. At that time there were 402 members in full con- 
nection and eleven probationers. The Sundey School had an 
attendance of 45'J scholars. They paid the pastor $1,800. The 
iresiding elder $160. For current expenses, including Sundav 
■School, «1,240. for missions $70. 

Under the name of Sonoma the whole region north of tho 

/ was at first included. We shall have occasion to consider 

iny charges that from time to time separated from this many 

which were soon to out.«rrip the mother church in importance. 

le first shall be last, haf frequent exemplification in history. 

Peking up the minutes of 18!)7, wc P.nd the following items 

iposite Sonoma, Members, thirty-four. Probationers, seven. 

tholars in Sunday School, eighty- Onn church valued at 

11,750. Paid the pastor, S41S. Presiding elder. $30. Bishops, 

", Raised for missions, *20. Sonoma is an old town, because 

nn old Mexican mission. But Its groivth has not kept pace «'ith 

many otliers of later origin. Tt is also a wine producing countrv, 

which fact indicates want of healthy en\-ironment for Methodism. 

However, eternity alone can tell what good may have been donn 

by Ihe ministrations of God's trath in this seemingly unfruitful 

field. It certainly deserves a place among the pioneer churches. 

As we have se«4i, S- D. Simonds, was the first pastor sent to 

Sonoma, In 1851, J. Corwin was appointed, together with A. 

McLean. Corwin did not leave Stockton for some time, and 

McLean was transferred to Feather Hiver. Corwin took the 

'.£dd when released from Stockton, and remained until the con- 

— inee of 1853. Then J. W. Brier was appointed. In 1854, 

f, Hunter. In 1855, J. J. Cleveland. In 1856 it was in a large 
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circuit called Napa, Sonoma and Suisun, with J. Corwin and 
J. J. Cleveland pastors. In 1857, J. Corwin was pastor, and the 
place stands alone. In 1858, it was not in the list of appoint- 
ments. As this occurs several times we may safely conclude 
that though it was not named, it was always connected with some 
other charge and always had pastoral supervision. In 1860, it 
appeared in connection with Santa Rosa and J. Corwin was pas- 
tor. In 1861, W. Hulbert. In 1862, it was off the list. In 
1864, it was supplied by W. S. Turner. He supplied it again 
the next year. Who supplied it in 1866 does not appear from any 
available record. In 1867, it was again off the list. In 1868, 
J. A. Burlingame was pastor. In 1869, it was associated with 
Santa Rosa, and G. D. Pinneo was pastor. In 1871, it was off 
the list. In 187*<3, it was alone, with W. C. Damon pastor. In 
1873, it was off the list. It appeared again in 1875 with R. E. 
Wenk pastor. He remained three vears which indicates a meas- 
ure of prosperity. In 1878, J. H." Wythe, Jr. In 1880, C. P. 
Jones. In 1882, W. Gafney. In 1883, it was left to be supplied. 
In 1884, it was placed on the Napa circuit with E. H. King 
pastor. In 1888, A. 0. Winning. In 1889, J. E. Bailey. In 
1890, it was supplied by W. G. Trudgeon. In 1891, it was sup- 
plied bv L. R. Woodward. In 1892, left to be supplied. In 1893, 
G. R. Stanley. In 1894, W. C. Robbins. In 1895, supplied by 
0. E. Hotel. His pastorate closes this history. 




i been customary to call the convocation of August 
B'S, 1851, f! misBion conference, and inileecl it has been catalogued 
3 such in tiie minutes of the California annual conference for 
many years. But such was not the idea of Mr. Roberts. He 
was on an official visit to the State, the regular seBsion of the 
mission conference was to be held later, and held, as all of them 
ware, in Oregon. It was so far away he could not expect an 
attendance of the preachers of the California district, it was im- 
portant that the wishes of these preachers should be known, and 
so he called them together for consultation, explaining at the 
very beginning of the meeting that this was not a legal cnnfer- 
ence. This idea prevailed throughout tha session. It is seen in 
the nee of the word " meeting," instead of conference. All regu- 
lar conference business was subject to approval — find was doubt- 
less BO approved— -by the mission conference soon after held in 
Oregon. But much of the work done was of a purely local char- 
acter, and so far, met the nature of a conference. Perhaps the 
term " conference meeting," will serve to designate this semi- 
official gathering, as well as any other name. 

The meeting was held in San Francisco at the private resi- 
dence of Haniel L. Ross, of the mercantile firm of Ross and Dem- 
ster, wett-known business men of that time, and itiso Methodists, 
Three things occupied much of the time of the session, each of 
which will claim onr attention in a future chapter. 1. The 
Book Depository. 2. The subject of Education. 3. The Cali- 
fornia Christian Advocate. In this place we shall only consider 
disciplinary questions, general resolutions, the statictics, and 
the personnel of the conference, together with a view of such new 
fields as now appears for the first timet 

The statiaticB as given in the conference ofl830, were 738 ■ 

" communicants," a rather strange way of putting things in 

Methodist parlance but followed by the writer in some instances. 

It is not fit all likely that those figures are correct. . The very facL. 

CS3) 
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that no probationers are reported is concluBive that the c 
given were estimates, rather than carefully reported statistica. I 
In 1851j the churches report in detail, and hence may be consid* ] 
ered substantially accurate. The footing up of the membership, 1 
make 507 members in full connection, and 192 probationers. 
The whole number being 39 less than reported one year before. 
The two largest churches were Sao Francisco, with 100 members, J 
and Sacramento with 139. lieports were made from the follow- 1 
ing charges, additional to those named above. Santa 1 
Cruz, Sim Jose, Stockton, Kl Dorado, Nevada, Feather ] 
KivcT anil Sonoma. Tlic salaries paid constitute an inter- 1 
estiug item of information. In a time of exceeding | 
high wages paid for nearly ail manner of work, thes« I 
preachers did not receive as much as many do now in like I 
positions, Isaac Owen had a claim of $1,935. He received ] 
*1G24.80. Wm. Taylor received his entire claim of $2000. C. 
Maclay received $200 from San Jose, of course only for a part of < 
the year. J. \V. Brier was promised $1000 in Santa Cruz; lie 
received $(iOO. 51. C. Briggs had been most of the year in Sac- 
ramento, and had received $1132 for his sen'iceg. £1 Dorado had 
four preaching places. A. Ij. S. Batoman, had taken the place 
of Lissiter, and had been paid $480. D. A. Dn'deu had been only 
a little time in Marysville, and had been paid"$lgO. S. D. Sim- 
onds had a claim on Sonoma of $800, of which he had received 
•■ $287. 

No doubt all these received more or less missionary money, 
but with all that their hardships must have been great when we 
consider the cost of living. It must also be admitted that tho 
generosity of those old Califomians was very large. Free passes 
were given on steamboats, and sometimes on stage coaches, while 
many hotel keepers ri'fused to take pay for either preachers or 
their families. The statistics of church property show a church 
in each of the following places : San Francisco, San Jose, Sajita 
Cniz, Stockton, Sacramento, El Dorado. (4) Feather River, and 
Nevada. Their aggregate worth was estimated at $20,000. This 
was less than two thousand dollars each. Surely the church had 
not yet fallen into extmvagence in church architecture. Chil- 
dren wore scarce, but we had Sunday-schools in those days. The 
whole nnmber of schools ,11; officers and teachers, 65 ; scholars 
of all ages, 295. 

Ijet us look at the conference. The following were present: 
Wm. Roberts, Wm. Taylor. Isaac Owens, James Corwin, J. W. 
Brier, S. D. Siraonde, M. C. Briggs. E. Bannister, C. Maclay, 
D. A. Dryden, A. L. S. Bateman. Of these eleven, Roberts was 
!not of Cnlifomia, and Brier was a local preacher. 
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David A. Dryden arrived early in 1851. He had received a 
partial course in college, and according to the standards of the 
time, was well educated. He was a transfer from the Ohio con- 
ference, lienial, pleasant iu conversation, sprightly in spetch, 
wielding an able pen, he soon took rank among the strong men 
of the conference. His wife was formerly Mies Sarah Kaynor. 
the daughter of an English local preacher. She was intelligent, . 
well educated, and possessed of quite a gift in poetry. Many con- 
tributions of hers found their way into the periodicals of that 
time. Dryden's pastorate at Santa Cruz, has been described else- 
where, but an incident of that period, of a somewhat amusing 
character, may be properly related here. His zeal led him to 
the region of San Juan, Hiring a horse for the journey he found 
several settlers in the vicinity of the old mission, who gladly 
gathered at a private house to hear the gospel preached. He was 
the guost of the familv who had kindly given him their house - 
for sanctuary purposes. Before retiring he askeH permission to 
have family worship. It wag readily granted, hut while he read ' 
and prayed, the man sat in one comer of the huge fire-place, 
smoking his pipe vigorously, while his wife sat in the other cor- 
ner doing exactly the same thing. 

On his way home he took a iesson in zoology of a somewhat 
expensive character. The whole Pajaro Valley at that time was 
occupied by roving herds of horses and cattle. Not more than 
two or three families, and they Mesicans, were to be found. 
Squirrels abounded. These, living in holes, had a kind of grew- 
some companion in the owls that appeared so tame that one 
might think he could walk up to one and take it in his hand. 
Try it. Just before your object was accomplished the bird would 
seem to vanish into thin air. Its motion into its under-ground" 
covert was so rapid as to be imperceptible. Now Dryden was a 
taxidermist, he sent not a few birds to his Almn mater, and he 
coveted one of these owls for the same purpose. At length he 
eame bo close to one that he thought he had gained his desire. 
Dismounting, he approached carefully, only to find nothing bot 
the hole to look at. Drvden hoped to scare it out by running a- 
stick down the hole. Some large mustard stalks growing near 
seemed to favor his enterprise. He let go his horse's bridle for 
a moment to break off a stick, when Rway went his horse, galloD- 
ing over the vallev toward Santa Cruz. He was twenty miles 
from home, and many miles from a house. While meditating on 
the condition of thinffs. a Mexican came by. By means of a tev 
Spanish words that he knew, and a frreat many motions, he suc- 
ceeded in making the man understand what had haopened. He 
offered to ^t his horse for " cinquo pesos." Five dollars was a- 
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large sum to pay for the senico, but there was no help for i^ 

BO the bargain was made, and, within two hours, Dryden was on | 

his horse again, glftd to go without the owl. 

Sir. Drydeu was the author of a hook denying the resurrec- , 
tioii of tlie body, which with some other views led to his inheri. 
tance of the heresy troubles from which t^imonds had escaped I 
by locating. In 1875, he was employed by the Government in A 
looking after the misaion Indians in Southern California. Sot \ 
bt-'ing able to attend conference, he wrote the presiding bishop d 
letter which was misunderstood. It was claimed that the letter J 
authorized the bishop to ask for him a location. This was cer- 
tainly not in the mind of Dryden, but it ie e<jua!ly certain that i 
his letter was capable of such interpretation. The location was ] 
aaked for and granted. This forever closed his connection with 
the conference after a membership of nearly a quarter of a cen- 
iury. After several years in the local ranks, he united with the 
New Jemaalem Church, in communion with which he ended his 
career on earth. He died July fi, 1894, a little past seventy yeara 
of age. As a proof of the high esteem in which he was held by 
the (Jnlifomia Conference, and also as a proof of the breadth of 
generous synipathy that prevailed in the hearts of that body, , 
contrary to all usage in such eases, the next session after his 
death paswd a resolution that a memoir of this saintly man be j 
written aud spread on the minutes. This work was aiTectionatelj 1 
-done by Doctor Benson. 1 

Charles Maclay reached the State in the Spring of 1851. Hq 
was a transfer from the Baltimore Conference^ which body h« 
joined in March, 184S. He did but a few years' work, when, on 
account of ill healtli, he was made supernumerary, and went into 
business. In 1859 he located. He prospered, and was one of the 
chief financial supports of the church in Santa Clam, and alen 
one of its official members for several years. In 18fiO the writer 
appointed him leader of a class that met at the close of morning 
eerviee. He accepted the office on condition that the meeting 
should, in no ease, exceed one halt hour in duration. He ww H 
saan Af purpose, and having fixtid the rule, he re<iuired all to con- 
fom to it. The attendance increased gi-eatly, and the brief, in- 
teresting Icstimouies, snffieiently vindicated the wisdom of the 
plan. If some one occupied too much time he felt quite cheap 
when he found thiil he had deprived some others of an opportiH 
nity of npoakin;; at all. Maelay's remarks on such an occasioii 
did not iiclp the Iransprossor to feel at ease. He twice repre- 
eontwl Siiiiltt Clara County in the Stnt".- Legislature, once in th« 
House of Itepreftentatives and onc« in the Senate. Some year* 
before Ivit deatli he Rinoved to Southern California, where he 
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attempteit to found a thtological school. If his plans failed be- 
cause of the depreciation in valui? of the lands he gave, he is cer- 
tainly entitled to the credit of having done what he could to 
meet a great want of the church in California. His last years 
«re reported to have heeu pasBed in more earnest communion 
with God than charneterized other portions of his busineea lifs. 
His love for the church of his choice never wavered. He was a 
brother of H. S. Maclay, whose work in China and Japan is 
known to all the world. 

A. L. S. Bateman joined the North Ohio Conference in 1847. 
He came to California in ISSl. He was well educated and truly 
devoted. It is said he asked for the hardest appointments, and 
never shrank from any field, however difficult it might he. After 
thirteen years of useful labor here, he returned to Ohio, where at 
last accoimts he was still at work. 

Two men were received on probation at thie conference meet- 
ing. The first was Alexander McLean. He was a brother of the 
well-known physician. Dr. J. T. McLean, now of Alameda. He ' 
came to ihe State in IBW. on the first steamer that brought pas- 
sengers by way of the Isthmus. Tie engaged for a time in mer- 
cantile persuits with K. .\nthony at Santa Cruz, where ho re- 
ceived license to preach. Feeling called to the regular work, hn ■ 
abandoned evervthing and joined the conference. He toiled on 
faithfully until the meeting of the first conference, when, because 
of impairded health, and a strong desire to make more thorough 
preparation for his life's work, he was discontinued at his own 
request, returned East, attended Concord Biblical Institute, 
from which he graduated in duo time, entered the New York 
East Conference, whew he still labors. His work in planning 
records for thd use of the Church has made his name familiar to 
the whole ministrv of Methodism. 

The SLi ond probationer was James Rogers. He was teaching 
in Sacramento for some time before this in a school that was 
adopted b\ this conference as the " Sacramento Seminary." His 
first appomtmLnl was as principal of this school. He was or- 
dained elder in lS5o, and located in IflfiO. About twenty years 
afterward, the writer learned, through a private letter from him, 
that he was in Florida engaged in teaching. Ivct us now look at 
the appointments of this conference. 

California District, I. Owen, P. E., San Francisco; Powell 
Street, S. D. Simonds. Market Street, M. C. Briggs, as soon as 
one came to take his place in Sacramento. Seauiens' Bethel. 
Wm. Taylor. Santa Cruz, 11. A. Dryden. San Jose, C. Maclay. 
Stockton to be supplied. Sacramento, M. C. Briggs. Bethel 
(Sacramento, colored) to he supplied. El Dorado, (Coloma), A. 
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L. a. Batcnian. Nevada to lie supplied. Marysville to be s . 
plied, (..'ache Creek to be supplied. Sonoma and Vallejo, .Tj 
Corwin, and Alexander McLean, (."alifomia Weeleyan Callegi 
E. Bannister. Sacramento Seminary, J. Rogers. Among VtoM 
above appointments the following ni.'eil consideration. BethelT 
Church ill Sacramento was a society of colored people that never I 
seem to have received furtlier attention from the conference. 

Howard Street Church, San Francisco, is an evolution, [t 
came from what appeared ver>' little like it. The name and placo 
changed more thftn once. Ix-t us find the origin of Howard 
Street Church. VVm. Taylor was putting out hin sythe. Ho i 
found a school-house down near the spot wherp the Palace Hotels 
now stands. Some people lived ahnut there. He gathered themi 
into the school-house and preached to them. He reported hiH 
work to Koberts, and Holierts coupled it with San Francisco i: 
the appointments of 185(i. 

It does not seem that Stnrkot Street was left in 1831 loii^jl 
without llie presence of its expected pastor, for iu the Advocahm 
of Dec. 17, 1S51, appears the following notice: " Religious Scr-J 
vices will lie porformed in the .School Hons*.' in Kaopy Valley oivl 
next Sunday, preaching at 11 a. m., and at 7 i\ M.. hy Rev. M, CJI 
Briggs." In Jan., 1852, the society formariy organized itself int4' I 
a chureh. Among its charter meml)ers were two families of well' J 
known character. Mr. and Mrs. J. \V. Whiting, Mr. and Mrs. So- *i 
iicca Jones, Also a located preacher by the name of M, E. Will- 
ing. Of him Kohert McElroy wrote in the Rrtroapcel, " Thii t 
man of fJcd was ut once recognized as the lay leader of the little | 
fioeiety, nnd hy his wise eounsel.s and energetic measures, con- 
duced very much to its early prosperity. His return to tlw At-J 
lantic States in the latter part of 1852 wai» a great loss to thvj 
society. He was its first class leader, its first recording etewsfd J 
and its second Sunday-school superintendent." 

Having no church, the infant society did some iteneratini^ ,1 
Wni. Taylor had secnn'd a lot for a church »n Folsnni StreeL 1 
but it WHS considered too far from the centor to serve the par- J 
pose. They bought a site on Market Street, a pari of the grouiutij 
now occupied hy the Palace Hotel, hut their title was contestodf I 
Hnd tin* church dispossesi^ed. They ap|H^aled, Imt at last titA'l 
trustw's, "Horn out with the fruitless and expensive litij^tioii;j 
abandoned the contest." Mi'antiirie the society moved int« UunQ 1 
Hall, a building Hhich stood on Bush Street, where now Standi 
thi' OccideiilftI ilolrl. Iltri' Briggs i\ivw liirge nndiencest U^J 
the chureh profpi>red. His mission Knst in lS,i3, was n jrreat d 
■dvantage to the church he served, though it was greatly hieMed J 
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1 the goof) of t!ie oaitee. His removal tn I'owfll Street Ohiirch 
by the next conference was another lofs. The arrival of N". P. 
Heath soon after conference, supplied the church agaiu. He in- 
duced them to build on their lot on Folsom Street. The house- 
was finished, being dedicated Jan. 7, 1P54. In order to accom- 
plish their purpose, they had to borrow $5000 at three per cent, 
a month. This necessitated raising ifloO a month interest. 
Withai it was onlv a very plain building, of wooden materials, 
and of insignificant size. The rhurch had a hard struggle for 
existence during the next three years. In 1854 Edward Bannister 
was appointed. In 1855, D. A. Dryden. He couid not long 
stand the pressure of financial enibarrassnuent, and left the place. 
For a tinbe they depended on gratuitous labor. H. fi. Dunlap, at 
length, took pastoral supervision, until the next conference. At 
the conference of 1851) an appropriation of $1,400 was made- 
from the missionary society for immediate relief, and N. P. 
Heath was again appointed. He made a vigorous effort to pay the 
debt under the promise of a transfer East as soon as he had ac- 
complished the work. He did it, and only a few months after 
conference left, never to return. He was a good preacher and 
had some excellent characteristics for this field. 

W. S. Unny, who had licen appointed to Alameda circuit, 
succeeded to the pastorate of this church. The church, now frett 
from debt; with better streets and sidewalks leading up to it, be- 
gan a more prosperous career. In 1858, ,T. A. Bruner. In 1853, 
S. D. SJraonds. In 18G1, J. B. Blain. 

And now we come to another step in the progress pf this- 
church. This Happy A'alley church, this Market Street church, 
this Music Hall church, this Folsom Street church, is about to 
take another location and another name. The church was al- 
ways dissatisfied with its location. T^nder the leadership of Mr. 
Blain, they now sold their property on Folsom Street for $8,000. 
They bought lots on Howard Street, just below Third, for- 
$15,000. A part of this ground was sold for enough to pay the 
balance on the new location, so they had a good place for church 
purposes, good at least for the time, free of debt. As possession- 
of the Folsom Street property had to be given immediately, the 
church was again without a home. A beautiful example of Ca- 
tholicity relieved them of embarrassment. The Howard Presby- 
terian Church, afterward located on Mission Street, were then 
worshiping in a small wooden building on the corner of Natoma 
and Jane Streets. They generously gave the use of their church 
tn the Methodists, and it was used by them until they had a- 
chnreh of their own. At first they only finished the basement,, 
roofing it over for immediate use. It was opened Dec. 21, 1862.. 
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The coBt of church and parsoiiiij^', exelusivt of lot. was $12,000. J 
ITie winter of 18C2-.'i, was a eeason of unusual prosperity. Re- ., 
vival influences prevailed, and the church was built up in nuni-'l 
bers and influence. In the Spring the isociely proceeded to fin- T 
ish their church, it was dedicated Oct. 18, 18G3. Meantime 
the constitutional tumi of two years had expired. Mr. Blain ] 
could not be returned by the bishop. On the urgent reci 
dation of the trustees and presiding elder, the charg<^ was left to I 
!«.■ ^ui>iilied. Blain located. The church was without a pastor. 
Blain wh'^ without a church. Under the circumstances he could 
go where he pleased. He greatly pleatwd himself and «U con- 
cerned by going to Howard Street for another year. N«rer was 
the constitutional limitation of the pastorate more unfortunarB 1 
than in this ease. Xever was a nise to hreak law more justifiable 
than that tacitly agreed to by the sainted Bishop Janes. 

In 18()4, J. T. I'eck was appointed pastor. During his ad- 
ministration, a pipe organ was placed in the church. In 186'i. 
H. ('n.\. During his three years the property was greatly im- 
proved, and its indebtedness paid. In 18(i9, L, Walker. In 
1872, F. P. Jewell. In 1875, T. Guard. In 1878. M. V. Brlggs. 
In 1881, F. F. Jewell. A church debt was again pfli<i off. and im- 
provements to the extent of $3,000 added. Thomas Harrison, 
"the bov preacher," conducted a most vahiablc revival in this i 
church. ■ In 1884, G. M". Her. In 18S7. K. Hareonrt. In 1890, , 
S. V. I>eech. In 1S!(2. W. VV. Pase. In IS!);, J. A. B. Wilson. 
The memliers of this church have largely moved up towii. bo ' 
that the ligures are not nearly as large as they have l>een. Mem- 
bers 2.'i4, probationers HO, Iwal preaohei^ 2, scholars in Sunday- 
school 32."!. one church valued at *li5,i)00, one parsonagi- value«l ! 
at $.'),OUli. paid pastor $2,200, presiding elder $170, bishops $31>, I 
raised for missions $22.'i. 

H. H. Dunlap, then a located preacher of the Churcii Snuth.-^ 
reached Nevada about the middle of August, 1850. He cara«-| 
for gold, but did not forget his (Jod. The first Suiidiiy after his J 
arrival he " preached in a clapljoard house, to at lea.it urie huB- 
drtnl rod-shirted miners." Prevjou!* to this, a man by the r 
of Davidson, a local elder in the same ehurcli, hud held cerviow, I 
liut ab<iul this timr he went away. Mr. itunlap preached noli 
only at Nevada but South of IWr Ci-eek and at Gold Run. In. 7 
Ihc last-named plan.- be helil sonjees in the house of a Kt. j 
Swivjiey. whose wi(>' was a ('tunlK'rland I'resbvterian. .At tho J 
wedding of two daughters of this family Mr. pAinlap otlici»te<l,J 
andnlai^, that it must 1k' stati-d also, he officiated at two funerals j 
in the same family. N'urtii uf Nevada, at his own cam[>-firG^ li 
preatlMiI ncea&ionally to as many as would eome. About T 
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time of Dunlap's arrival, came also C. A. Leaman, and they 
worked together in harmony. Soon they were joined by J. J. 
Cleveland, then just out of old Wesleyan, but not yet a preacher. 
Still he greatly helped in the effort to ke^p up regular services. 
In the Spring of 1851 Calvin Lathrop, a local preacher, came to 
take charge, but remained only a short time, leaving it again in 
the hands of Dunlap. It does not appear that Mr. Dunlap gave 
his whole time to the work, but labored as he could in connection 
with his mining operations. However, he had frequent calls to 
attend funerals, in some instances of men whose names were un- 
known. As soon as a society was organized, Mr. Dunlap joined 
it, and thereafter was available as a supply. The different ac- 
counts of the first church building enterprises are somewhat 
vague. As near as can now be ascertained, a church was erected 
first on Broad Street, on the hill, in a place afterward used as 
a cemetary. This was dedicated iii the Summer of 1851 by Dr. 
Briggs. In the Fall a building was purchased in a more eligible 
location, for the sum of $250, which Leaman reported comforta- 
ble and well-seated. In the Summer of 1852 the church on the 
hill was moved down into the town, probably on the lot now in 
use. In the Fall of 1851 Adam Bland arrived and took charge, 
after which it is comparatively easy to trace the changes which 
took place in this church. 

In 1853, J. R. Tansev. In 1854 a new church was built and 
dedicated about the middle of November, by J. Daniels, then 
presiding elder of the district. In 1855, W. Morrow was pastor. 
In the summer of 1856, both the church and parsonage were 
destroyed by fire, but rebuilt in a few months. In 1857, D. A. 
Dryden was pastor. In 1859, J. A .Bniner. In 1860, W. G. 
Deal. In 1862, J. B. Hill. Nov. 8, 1863, the church was burned 
again. The insurance did not pay the debt. With great zeal, 
Mr. Hill set about raising money to build another church. Be- 
fore the close of his pastorate, in 1864, it was done. In 1864 
D. A. Dryden. In 1867, C. H. Northup. In 1869, J. W. 
Stump. In 1872, P. L. Havnes. In 1873, G. Clifford. In 1874, 
P. Y. Cool. In 1875, C. E. Bich. In 1876, W. S. Urmy. In 
1878, J. Coyle. In 1879, J. L. Mann. In 1881, E. Jacka. In 
1883, W. B. Priddy. In 1885, W. Anguin. In 1890, J. Chris- 
holm. In 1892, J. T. Murrish. In 1895, W. C. Gray. He was 
still pastor at the close of this historical period. There wore 
then 201 members in full connection, 15 probationers, and 320 
scholars in the Sunday-school. Value of church $9000, parson- 
age $2,100. They paid the pastor $1,250, the presiding elde- 
^100, the bishops $5. Baised for missions $45. 

West of Sacramento City, lying along Cache Creek, is 9 
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gion of great fortintj, well iidaptud alike for grain or fruit! It 4 
was early settled by farnierii, and in various qnarters villages 
began to appear as centers of sneial and business interests. \Vq ^ 
nhall see from time 1o time, emerging from this general field ot 
work, a number of appointments of greater or less importance. 
It first appears as a charge, called Cache Creek in the appoint- 
ments of 1851. Its pastor was H. B. Sheldon. In 1853 it was 
coupled «'ith the Sacramento llivtr, and J. Benhem was pastor. 
He last his life on the work. In 18-54 Cache Creek stands elonii,'' 
and is left to l)e suppliwl. In 1855, it does not appear in the 
list of appointments. In IS.'iU it is on the Marysville district 
instead of the Sacramento as before, and was left to be supplied. 
It was supplied, for it was duly reported the nest year, but by 
whom is now unknown. In 1857 there were 'Si members in full 
connection, 10 probationers, and one local preacher. That year 
K. Hobart and M- C. Baker wore pastors. In 1858, on the Sac- 
ramento district, is a charge called Cacheville and Putah, with 
R. II. Dunlap, pastor, and one to be supplied. The next year 
Dunlap was alone. In ISfifl, it is on the fetalunm district ami 
H. J. Bland was pastor, with J. 1). Bullock for helper. In ISHl, 
it was assdciated with Vacaville with B. F. Myers and L. Walker, 
pastors. In ISliS it was alone with .1. Corwin, pastor. In ISfl.'l, 
J. W. Burton. In 1804 it was nowhere to he founrl. Il did noi 
JipjM'ar again until 1867, when Cachville and Buckeye was an 
appointment on the Sacramento district. P. (irove pastor, in 
1868,it was Woodland and Cacheville, with W. C, Currv, pastor. 
In 18(19, Cacheville circuit was to be supplied. In 1870 it wan 
supplied bv J. B. Hartsough. In 187i, it was left to be supplied. 
In 1873 i't was supplied "by R. Scoflcld. In 187-1, Cacheville. 
Knight's Landing and Donegans. had J. M. Hinman us pastor. 
In 1875. Cacheville and Knight's Unding had R. W. William- 
sou as pastor. In I87(i, E. Kendall was pastor and Cachwille 
stood alone. In 187;. B. F. Rhoads. In 1878. H. ,1. Bland. In ' 
187)1, Ctwhcville and Madison had H. .1. Bland as pastor. In 
1880. Cacheville was alone with E. A. Hazen pastor. It was then 
on the Pctalmna district. In 18S1. S, C. Kiliott. In 1884, H. 
II. Slavcns was pastor. In I88.1, Caelicvillc disappeared, hnt 
its former associate, iladison, was to Iw supplii-d. In ISSil, Madi- 
son was supplied bv W. S, Bni-ant. In 1887, neither CacheTilI^ 
nor Madison was iii the list. In 18Rfl, Voln and Madison had C. 
H. Kirkbridc as pastor. In 1800. Yojo was alone with 0. E. 
Winning, pastor. In 18J1I, Yoln ami Madison were neparato 
charges. Winning at the former and J. Thomas, a snpplv. in the 
latter. In 18fl-i. Ma.lison and Yoln. W. C. Robins. To 
1893, Madison and Ouinda are together and L. W. Simmon* 
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was pastor. In 1894, thu former charge had W, Nortun, a sup- 
ply, and Yolo was with Bhicks. D. \V. Calft-u pastor. In lK!)r., 
thie former charge had F. W. Loyd pastor, while Yolo and Blacka 
'Continued as before. In ISilB, Madison and Guinda had J. L. 
ise for pastor. Case closes thehiaton' of Madison and (.iuindfi. 
_ lere were 101 members in full connection, 35 proiiationers, 
"S local preachers, and 53 scholars in the Sunday-school. There 
were two churches valued at $3a0U, one parsonage valued at 
^400. They paid the pastor $365, presiding elder $37, bishopa 
$3. Raised for missions, $lt). Yolo and Blacka, with Calfee 
pastor, reported 65 inembers In full connection, 5 probationers, 
one church worth $2590, and one parsonage worth $1500. They 
had two Sunday-schools aggregating !I0 scholars. They paid the 
pastor $535, presiding elder $42, bishops $1. Raised for mis- 
t^-is, $7. 

Besides the above, Madison has a little history preceding the 
e of its swallowing up Cachevilie. It appears ae a separate 
'«harge in 1880, with C. R. Nugent, pastor. In 1882, 1'. G. Bu- 
chanon was pastor. In 1883. H. H. Slavens. In 1884 and in 
1885. it was left to be supplied. In the last-named year it was 
added bo Yolo, with Slavens pastor. From 18T4 to 1877, ser- 
es were held at Cottonwood Church and Shaffers schooi-housu 
D. Archer, a local preacher, who it seems sold the ground 
which the town of Madison is built. In the sale he reserved 
site for a church, on which a building was erected which cost 
$2828. The men who seemed to he most active and useful in this 
work were D. Archer, E. IT. Archer, 8. Wooton, I. M. Garauttc, 
G. W. Scott, and John Pennpy. It was finishetl in February, 
1880, and dedicated by Dr. Jewell. Previously meetings had 
"been held in an unfinished mill i)y Mr. Archer, and with the help 
of W. C. CurrA", of Woodland, a church of 14 members was oi^an- 
ized. As to the church at Guinda. the following note must suf- 
"fice : A Mrs. N. 0. McGrew began to stir up preachers and people 
in regard to services in that place early in 1890. She at last 
succeeded in obtaining the heJp of Jonathan Thomas, a local 
preacher, who began holding meetings in a hall, June 4, 1891. 
A few months later a society was formed consisting, at first, of 
only three members. In February, 3 892, a union meeting, with 
Rev. Mr. Dexter, of the Congregational Church resulted in a 
large increase. In September, 1891, Wm H Miller donated ,i 
church site. In due course of time a church wa* begun, but not 
finished until 1897. It had long before been used in an hn- 
iislied condition, Rumsey is also a preaching pla<?e in the same 
It has an organization, but no church building. 

the appointments of 163(1 is one designated 
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" F«atlwr Bivcr," presuraablv ihe region near the river of that 
□nine, lying alwve its contiuenee with the Sacramento. The 
lower part was valuabie for farming purposes, the npper for 
mining. Out of thie region, of euch indefinite boundary, Marys- 
ville was the firrt distinct point of nufficiert strength to stand 
alone. Ro far a« known, [>. A. Dryden was its first pastor, J. 
W. Brier followed hini, lieing the supply sent from the confer- 
<-nci; meetings of 18.51. Just when a church was first built it 19 
now impoi^siblit to tell. We know that in the Advocate of March 
:(. 1KS2, Mr, Brier reports a "temporary church" with a debt 
iif #800, which debt he had reduced one-half. He also stated 
that they wyre planning for a new brick church, which they 
ho]ied to hiivi- coni|ikite<] iR'fore the next session of the conferentv. 
That church was built, and it- the one now in use. It was 40xfin, 
wilh u buM'ment story. The auditorium above had a low caliBg, 
only 15 iVet in the dear. Before the new church was finiEbet], 
I be old 'luc was burned to the ground, a loss to the society of 
alHint INOK. The church lot was large enough to hold a paraoiu 
afti.; which in after years was built. But the first attempt to 
build a parsonage was on a scale too large for success. While 
l>r. Hriggs was (tastor, they erected a building 30x32, quite 
"mansion like," which stood in a beautiful location on the other 
hide of the isloiigh. The church debt and the parsonage debt 
proved too much for rbe financial strength of the church, and the 
latter WHS lost. Suhsiiiuently, a less pretentious brick parsou- 
nge, of about six rooms, was built on the church lot, which au- 
sn'cred the purpose for many years. In quite recent timee thia 
gave place to a much better building of woo«l. 

TIjo d<bt contracted by building the church became a greiii 
burden to the society. It whs once near iM'iuir loi^t to them. In 
IHfiO, the |>ews were sold, bringing only ihe meagre sum of 
$2.0011. .\r another time, cither twforc or after, the basement 
was sold tc the city for school purposes. The city did not OWB 
any iiarl "f (he ground, nor did it ever do anything to keep tt» 
Imilding in rt'palr. Besides, it was a well-known fact that its 
tith- was legally defective. To the credit of the church be it Slid 
thai they tii'ver for a moment thought of taking advantage of 
fhi;' fact to dispossess the city of what they had hcmestly sold it 
Al. last the city gavo up it» right, the parties who had Itought ^ba 
pews were dmd or moved away, llic church was free of debt, but 
It emerged from its financial struggles weak in numbers and in- 
fluence. What further chnngi's occurreel will he noted in connee- 
lion with the pastoral work that followed. 

!n in.").'!. H. V. Benson was appointed to this charge. H« 
not long remain, but who followed is now unknown. In 1864, 
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4. Drvden was pastor. In 1855, M. C. Briggs. In 1856, J. A. 
I'Srimer. In ISofi, J. J). Blain. In 18i<l, W J. Maclay. Ill 
|l8(il, D. Deal. Ku was a faithful watchman m more than one 
The winter i,r 1861-2, was noted for its fl(K)ds. Tht- ieg- 

felatnre was driven out of Sacramento becauae of the inimdation. 
fit was playfully ^6\^\ that they did not laJ^e kindlv to cold water. 

■ JIaryaville was near being inundated aUo One night the city 
mas startled by thi; fnrious ringing of the Muthodist beli. The 

itieople hurrying on their clothes found tlie waters within a very 

■ few inches of the top of the emljankment, Mr. Deal had not 

■ gone to hed, but instead, had been patroling the levee. Seeing 
■■ihe danger, he had Taised the alarm, and saved tlu' citv from an 

koverHow. In 1S63, W. G. Deal was pastor. In 1S64, J. B. Hilt, 
p The chnnli nt rlii- tiiii'' wiis perhaps In its worst condition. That 

\ Winter wi'ir ..i ■ i : .\m\ faithful campaign against sin, on 

L' pari I ;: > il iiiistor and the handful of members he 

' found. 'I'M' -■ iii-Lj: ■ ■•\:\- Imni, but results justified the outlay. 
Several coTiMTsinns inciirri.'d. among them two who became more 
than usually useful !o ihe church. William finnimow, a native uf 
England, whoi^e wife had long been a faithful Christian, con- 
chidcd to go with her in the Heavenly way. He was a black- 
lith, doing a prosperous business, was liberal, soon became an 
fficial raemher, and still lives to help the church in Watsonville. 
Kis Godly wife wtot home some years ago. 

Joseph B. Emiual was bom in Ceaderville, New Jersey, Aug. 
, 1814, came to California in May, 1850, and soon after settled 
1 Marysville. Eetuming to the East in 1854, he was married 
B Miss Mary Jane Rand, a native of Epping, New Hampshire, 
join Nov. 26, 1834. She was a menilier of the church and he 
gras favorably disposed toward it. but never decided on living' a 
^riatian life until this time. His conversion is inetruetive. 
'For several nights he went to the altar seeking pardon, but with- 
out relief. One night he told them he thought ho knew what was 
the matter. There was a duty he owed to God that he' needed to 
3o, after which he felt sure there would be better ground of 
*^Dpe, Though a man of good moral habits, he' had fallen into a 
Hactice, too often followed by Christians, of renting property 
for saloon purposes. The nest day he disposed of such complieitrj' 
irith sin, and, when night came, he had no need to go to the 
altar. God had accepted him. That his conversion was genuine 
was evidenced a few nights later. The alarm of fire called hiin 
from his slumbers. Going in the direction indicated, he sud- 
~" ally met a man at a street comer, with whom he formerly had 
e busiiiess difficulty. For several years they had never recog- 
|zed eaih other in any way. Emmal stoped his antagonist say- 
(C) 
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ing, "It may be my priiptTty that is now burning, but no oTF 
ference.I want to say that I havi' done wrong in holding a grudg<? 
against you, and without asking anything from you, I want lo 
shake your hand and (lay that I feel no unkindness toward you, 
and wish you to foe! that hereafter we are friends." The man 
readily confessed his own wrong doing, they weri? reconciled, and 
lived in friendship from that day. 

He removed to San i'rancisco in 186G. It was a most com- 
mendable spirit which led him to s'ay. " I ought to g<> where I 
am moat needed," and bo his membership in the city began in the 
Bethel ('hurch on Mission ytrm. That being sold, and thv- 
society I hariag removed to an inconvenient Bistanee froHi his 
residence, he Iwlonged successively to I'owetl Street, Central, and 
Grace Churchei!, in the last named of which ho waits his corona- 
tion. In 186.5, C. V. Anthony followed Hill. 

The winter of 18CC-7 was a memorable period in the history 
of all the churches in Marvpnlle. Hcvival influences began to 
be manifem in the Methodist ThurHi during the week of prayer. 
Meetings were held and the interest increased. By the close ot 
January thirty new membere had Ik'cu added to the church. 
Among the earliest of these was James Williamson. He was 
liom in S<-ot]and, Nov. — . 1n2i». Hi- iiinrried Miss Jane Hyslop ■ 
in 1840. He came to Aniericji about nine years afterwanl, leav- 
ing his family l>ehind him. lli- and liis wife were members of tho 
Presbyterian Church in Scotbnid, but he lost his interest in 
religion to a large extent after his arrival in California. He 
settled in Marjsvillo and engaged in the business of a wholesale 
find retail grocer. He was ]irosperous and respected. At the 
time of his conversion it was a finnnciid loss tn liecome a Metho- 
dist. Kc counted Ihc cost iitk! [»iid (lie )iriec. His conversion 
was eiear ninl liniiiliriil. He toi>k grctil interest in church Work, 
which intercut lu-ier (!iiiiinif^lii.-d until death. He had one son 
with him a( Ibis time, the wife, three daughters and another son 
joined hiin a few months biti'r. The wife and daughters joined 
the Methodist Church on their certificates, and became valuable 
workers with him. One of them uinrrted Kdwan! (Jarrett. one 
of our most estei'med young niembcrs. He and his father-in-Uw 
founded rhe (inn of Williamsun and (larrelt. now so well known 
in Santa Cruz and other business circles. On c-oming to Santa 
■CniE Mr. WilltaniMm l>ecQme Sunday-school superintendent, an 
office he held longer than any ivther [htsou in this, the olde«t 
Prot^'stant Church in California. He died in tho faith, Oct 
23, 189.1 

In Kebruary, isa7. Rev. A. B. Kar'e eanie to Marvsvill^, 
Union sen-ices were held in the Presbyterian Church, Mr Eairta 
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,id that the reviva! which followtul wna the most remarkable 
lin the history of his evangelistic labors. Some years before, in 
a convention held lii San' Francisco, a speaker said, "Heligion 
is played out in Maryeville." The pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church of that place, who was present, answered, " It was never 
played in." At the clow of that revival there was probably a 
larger per cent, of church members according to the population 
ithan in any other city in (.'alifoniia. That, with what had pre- 
,^6mA it, more than doubled the memijerehip of the Methodist 
■Episcopal Church. 

Mr. X. Sowell. a county oHicer at the time, had a pious wife, 
and was a friend to the church, also a trustee, but had not yet 
lecided the great question for himself. He passed through the 
[great revival without seeming to be moved, but after it was ovjir, 
■t a prayer-meeting that closed the Sunday evening service, he 
and asked permission to join the church. He was received, 
fpf course, and very faithfully attended to his duties as a Chris- 
But he fount! no comfort, and when asked how he was 
[etting along, his answer was invariably. " It is dark as night." 
"ine day be bounded into the study, his face all radient with joy, 
tn-infT, " 1 've pot it, i 've got it." " Got what ? " " Why, I 've- 
it religion." Then he related to the delighted pastor how he had 
out to the Buttes to see a man on business, and how the man, 
ithont reason, had abused him, calling him all manner of 
names, and doing all in his power to provoke him. Sewell said 
all he camp to pay, and started for home. On the way he began 
to think to himself how strange his esperieuce had been. He 
had not even been angry, he had only pited the poor fellow from 
his. heart. Then he said it came to him, quick aa a flash of 
lightning, that God had been doing a wonderful work for him, 
and that he had not known it. He then felt sure that he was a 
Id of QoH. Praising his Savior, he hastened into the city to 
jU what great things the Lord had done for him. He and his 
'ife still live, spending their declining years in a quiet retreat 
San Francisco. A daiighter of theirs is the wife of Senaca 
les. a well knoivn member of the California conference. 
Personal gratitude requires a brief reference, at least, to a few 
;herfi of that Marysville church. Sanford Blodget and wife, 
to whom the church owed much. Mr. Eastman, for many years 
the clerk of Yuba County, and whose excellent wife waitVll too 
early to the bosom of the Savior. Mr. Hartwell, and Mr. McCor- 
mack, though not members of the church, were trustees, and 
helped much in the financial support of the society. Both have 
lince gone to the other world. There arc many others, both men 
' women, who richly deserve to be named in this connection. 
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but time iind spacp forbid. Their rppnrd is in heaven. They art> 
scattered, some aro iluad, wimo are living elsewherL-. and others 
have taken their place?. One of theee, Justus Greely, has been a 
lading laj'man in tlie work of Methodism in the State. Hi- 
represented the conference as a layman in 1S64, and was a mem- 
ber of the book committee from 1892 to 1896. 

The summer of 1867, mv groat changes in the cimdition of 
the church building. IVTien erected, a steeple surmounted, rather 
than ornamented, the roof. A fire vail, a constant source if 
trouble iu rainy weather, rose over four feet from the eaves. The 
Bteeple wap torn down, the roof raised to the top of the fire wall, 
making a higher ceiling to the auditorium, while a frame vesti- 
bule placed in front of the church added considerably to the seat- 
ing capacity of the building. The expense of these improvements 
was over $3,500, but it was all raised in a short space of tim-. 
J. N. Martin was pastor in 1S6S. E. Bannister in 1870. As 
Dr. Bannister died before the end of his second year, .T. L. Bur- 
chard filled out the time. In 1872, C. E. Rich.' In 1875 Wm. 
MePheters. In 1877, J. li. Trefren. In 1(*78. M. Miller. In 
1880, S. H. Todd. In 1831, J. A. Van Anda. In 1883 it was 
supplied by H. M. ScKton. In 1884, TV. M. Woodward. In 188T, 
E. R. Willis. During his pastorate a bellfrey wa.s added to the 
vestibule, and the bell, which had so long been nmg from a plat- 
form, phicwl therein. In 1S!)1, J. P. Macaulev was pastor. In 
1892, C. H. Beechgood. In 1896. T. Filhen." In 1837, C. J. 
Chase. At this last date there were 7(i members and 6 probn- 
tioners. There were 120 scholars' in the Sundav-^chool. They 
paid the pastor $1,300. The presiding elder, $100. The 
bishops. $8. Raised for missions $63. 

San Francisco has the finest harbor in the world. From the 
beginning of the gold exciiemeut to the present time the ships 
of all nations have lieen found there. Wm. Taylor was a mnn 
that never saw a fellow man that he did not plan to get at him. 
to save or help him in the Christian life. He was not long in 
San Francisco before he liegan to look after the sailors. At all 
times they constituted a large part of the congregations that 
gathered lo hear him on "Long WHiarf." By the time of the 
conference meeting of 1851 it was thought best to give him thai 
work alone, — at least as much alonr as be would i-ver take any 
one work- So the appointment was made before thwe was such 
n thing ua a Bethel in existence. We can here only outline the 
hiBtorj'of this movement as it went through its various change*, 
from a Ooating ship in the harbor, to the imposing structure 
which now stands on California Street. 

The first effort to secure a sanctuary for the seamen was 
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fmade bv purchasing the old ship Panama, and mooring it to 

1 Davis Street Wharf. It changed its locality more than once 

I while it was afloat. A lecture room was fitted up between deciis 

["■ that would seat about 300 people. The e.'ipense, up to this point. 

L Beems to have been $S,000. Services were first held in the lecture 

l.room Nov. 16, 1851. A church was aterwards built on the main 

Ldeck, which was dedicated April 24, 1833. In 1856, D. Deal 

T. became pastor. At that time Taylor reported 50 members, 5 pro- 

I bationers, and 3 local preachers. Under the lead of Mr. Deal 

fa lot was bought near the foot of Mission Street, the church 

Itaken from the detk of the ship, and erected on the lot. 

jThis was dedicated Jan. 36. 1851'. In 1857, -T. B. Hill 

IijTjo 1858, J. Daniel. In 1859, C. H. Northup. Mr. 

■JJorthup concluded that an advantage would he gained 

WU Iho name of the charge was changed. " Bethel "' 

^'ways seemed to indicate that the place was exclusively 

sailors. He desired to bring in another element, from 

' whom he hoped better things, and so secured a change from 

Bethel to '" Mission Stient Church." This gave great offense to 

many. Some were for contesting the (juestion in the courts. 

The conflict was at its worst when the conference of 1860 met, 

iQuestions were put to Bishop Ames by the wholesale, but he was 

W^t willing to take any part in the matter. Great espeetationg 

e entertained that he would have to decide the question when 

* eamo to read out the appointment. If he called it the Seamen's 

'ethel, it woidd help the malcontents, but if he called it Mission 

^Street Church, it would score a triumph for Northup. Knowins; 

bII thisi a sensation was produced when the bishop quietly said, 

i came to this charge, " Brother Korthup will work in the 

ifime place he did last year." The nest year, and thereafter, 

hsntil the property was sold, the name of Bethel still adhered to 

fthis charge. In"l861, it was left to be supplied. In 1863, A. 

•Bland. In 1863, J. R. Tansev. In 1865. R. W. Williamson. 

^n 1867, Wm. Hulbert. In 18G9, Hulbert being still the pastor, 

Hhe name was changed to " Bush Street and .Seamen's Berthe!." 

Previously, C. E. Rich, acting as city missionary, had bought .a 

lot on Bush Street, near Devisadero, and proc-eeded to build a 

house of worship thereon. Owing to a financial crash that hap- 

Tened about that time, the church was left badly in debt. As 

oon as the two charges were united the property on Mission was 

^1d, and the proceeds used to pay the debt and build a parsonage. 

■^ 1869, when the Bethel ceased to be a church, it had 60 mem- 

rs, 6 probationers, paid its pastor $1,100, and sedms altogether 

much alive to be counted dead. But really that was the end 

if the Seamen's Bethel so far as Methodism is concerned. Great 
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indignation followed, some threatened law Buits, and Bome left 
the church. This occured the very year that Northup died, the 
man of all others moet intent on having the enterprise dispon- 
nected from a seamen's organization. Henceforth we have only 
to follow the fortunes of the Hnsh Street Church and California 
Street, its sueceseor. 

E. S. Todd was pastor in 18?0. A. J. Nelson in 1872. In 
1873, E. R. Dille. In 1876, D. Deal. In 18?8, W. Peck. Peck's 
health failed before the close of his second year and Dr. Crary, 
whose family belonged there, was pastor until the close of the 
year. In 1880, R. L. Harford. During the two years of "Dr. 
Harford's pastorate, the church was much enlarged and im- 
proved. In 1882, T. H. Siuex. In 1885. F. D. Bovard. In 
1887, E. D. McCreary. In 1889, T. Filhen. This pastorale 
lasted iive years. During this period the last transformation 
took place. The church was sold, a lot was bought on Cali- 
fornia Street, and the present beautiful building erected thereon. 
A heavy debt was contracted, in part owing to promises having 
been made the pastor that were not kept. But for the generous 
aid of other churches it would have been lost to Methodism. In 
1894, W. R. Roodwin was pastor. In 1896, J. W. Plielps. He 
was the pastor at the close of this historical period. The follow- 
ing are the statistic: Members, 130. Probationers, 5. One 
local preacher. l.'iO sunday school scholars. Church valued >t 
$50,000. Parsonage, $4,000. Paid pastor, 81,560. Presiding 
elder. .$70. Bishops $14. Raised for missions, $110. 
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Church Enterprise, 



It almost takes one's breath to see the audacity of those 
pioneers. That conference meeting of ministers, little more than 
a ministerial association in character, came together to consult, 
to resolve, to do. They projected a depository. They founded a 
newspaper. They instituted a college. The strangest fact of all 
is that all those early enterprises have lived. They live to-day. 
They will live for generations to come. They deserve to live 
until the end of the world. In this chapter we shall give a brief 
outline history of each. 

The Book Depository. 

We have seen how Isaac Owen had two thousand dollars 
worth of books doubling Cape Horn while he was climbing the 
Rocky Mountains. We have seen how a room was fitted up in 
connection with Powell Street Church, the books placed there 
under, the care of the pastor, and thus a beginning was made in 
January, 1850. The approbation of the little band was cor- 
dially given to these preliminary steps, by electing Wm. Taylor 
book agent. They did more. They spoke decidedly of the needs 
of this field, and of its claims, in language intended for the 
agents in New York, and also for the general conference to con- 
vene the following May. And now let us see what was done. 
The books, and the Advocate office — ^those inseperable com- 
panions — went with- Taylor on the Bethel Ship, where they 
floated on the tides of the bav. Here thev remained until the 
arrival of Alfred Higbie, whose connection with the affair shall 
be given in his own language. Mr. Higbie came on business for 
a New York firm. He reached San Francisco May 10, 1852. 
Haying attended to the business that brought him, he engaged 
in helping Taylor and Simonds in the office on the Bethel, which 
was then out in the bay. Mr. Higbie says, " In order that the 
Ibooks :and periodicals might be more accessible to the people of 

(71) 
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the city, and that the Adioiate might have a more suitable office, 
I propoKed to brother Ti^lor to hire a room on Clay Street, u> 
remove the books and Adiotate office from the Bethel to it, put 
in quite an assortment of other books and stntionary, and in 
fine to open a regidar book-store. He thought well of the propo- 
sition, and about the first of January, 1S53, everj'thing was 
moved to 153 Washington Street, additions made to the stock, 
and the store opened. 

"About the first of January of the same year, Chaa. Pierce, 
formerly connected with the branch depository of Boston, arnved 
in San Francisco. He proposed to go into partnership with me, 
and also offered his services to the publishing committee is 
agent for the Advocate. His proposition was accepted, and he 
appears as agent in the Advocate of February 17, 1853. Soon 
after this date brother Pierce Iwught an interest in the Eveniii;} 
Journal, and gave most of his time and attention to that paper, 
and BO the work of the depository and Advocate fell into my 
hands. The room on Washington Street proved too small fur 
our purpose, and I proposed to brother P. to go out and prospect. 
He hastily, and without further consultation, hired a band-bo\ 
sort of a place on Montgomery Street, for $500 a month, Wu 
were hold to the contract and had to move in, though Pierce at 
once withdrew from the concern and gave his whole attention to 
the Jotiritnl. The publishing committee then asked me to take 
the agency of the paper, which I did. Ah the sales amounted 
to but little more than the rent, it was e^'ident that we must 
move again. The next place occupied was on the northeaft 
corner of California and Montgomery Streets. Here we secured 
a very large and suitable room for the depository, and a fine room 
in the rear for the Advocate. We stayed but a single month in 
the band-l>ox, and. by renting a comer of the new slorc-room, we 
reduced the monthly renlal to $150. .At this point K. P. SpiiT 
became a silent partner." 

Business now increased, and cverj^hing seemed to indicate 
prosperity, when an event transpired that changed their pron- 
pects. Ijcss than a year passed when the owner, Samuel Brannon, 
ordered them lo move out. As the property was leased, he could 
not force them out unless he paid damages, but damages were 
assi-ssed and piiid, and almut the first of January, 1854, the affflir 
was movefl to Clay Siroet near Montgomery. Higbie drew out, 
Allen became a partner, and under the firm name of Allen & 
Spier, the book depfisiiorv' was long kept. It is true that during 
the whole time after tlie books were taken from the Bethel, 
neither the church nor conference had control in its management, 
rtill the books of our'CVincern were kept, sold at the usual dis- 
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toimt to preaehere, and the store was a place of resort for them, 
veiT similar to the one afterward owned and controlled by the 
Church. 

The election of E. Thomas as editor was followed at no 
great distance bv the appointment of R. l[cElroy as agent of the 
New York Book Concern. Ho was horn in Albany, N. Y., Jane 
27, 1827. He was converted at the see of sixteen. Went out 
to work nnder the elder when twentj-. He was received on trial 
in the Troy Conference in 1848. Received his eider's order from 
Bishop Janes in 185?. Came to California with impaired health 
Ihe next year. In 1857, by request of the conference, he was 
transferred to this. He had done one year's work in the pastor- 
nte previously, organizing a clinrcb at Knight's Ferry in 1855. 
But his work in the department of literature, and more recently 
HB a layman, has made hie name well known on the whole Pacific 
Coast. ' From 1S56 to 186S he was not only agent for the Advo- 
cate and hook depository, hut really assistant editor of the paper, 
probably writing more editorials than the editor himself. In 
1868, Thomas was elected one of the hook agents of the New 
York Concern, with the understanding that he was to reside in 
San Francisco, and then McElror turned his attention to busi- 
■ness, in which he has been greatly prospered. He was married 
in San Francisco, his wife being one of the elect ladies promi- 
nent in church, missionary and benevolent work. In 1872 Mr. 
McElroy located, but has always held his position in the local 
ranks of the ministry. A part of this history can be best told 
"by him. 

"As early as 185S, plans were inaugurated by the editor and 
agent to establifh a Book Repository in San Francisco. Cor- 
Tespondencre with this in view was opened with the New York 
Book Concern, and at first a few Sunday-school books were 
received. These were kept on sale and for gratuitous diatribu- 
iion. Soon the demand for our publications 'Became more 
general, and a line from the whole catalogue was ordered. Our 
newspaper^officc became too strait for the business, and thoughts 
were turned towards securing larger quarters. A permanent 
"home was greatly desired, and as we could get no money from 
New Xwii with which to purchase a plant, the editor went out 
among.Ihe friends of the church and solicited funds for such a 
purpose. He secured $2,-500. which became the nucleus of our 
Iwok depository property in this city. A lot on Sntter Street, 
just east of Montgomery, was purchased for- $5,000. Half the 
amount was paid with the contribution money, and a mortgage 
on the property was given for the rest. Meantime the lot was 
Tented for a cattle yard, and its monthly rental paid all accruing 
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interests, taxes, incidental expenses, and left a small margin 
for a sinking fund. As time went on our lot obgan to appreciate, 
and when it was worth $12,000 it was sold, and the money in- 
vested in a lot on Mission Street, near Third, and a three-story 
brick building erected thereon. At the completion of the build- 
ing our capital had been consumed, and a debt of $5,000 had 
been incurred. This debt was subsequently paid by the New York 
Concern, and the property was deeded to thero. The general 
confereoee of 1800, under the influence of our delegation, 
ordered the purchase of property, and the establishment of a 
depository as soon as practicable. By conference time in 1865, 
the booka and paper were in their new quarters, and with great 
rejoicing it was learned that the change bad diminished the ex- 
pense of the Advocate $3,000 per annum." 

The breaking out of the war and the consequent change in 
the character of the currency led to a serious complaint again8t 
the management of the depository. California never departed 
from a gold standard during the entire national conflict. The 
Book Concern in New York, which always had control of our 
depository, conducte<l all its business on the basis of greenbacks, 
except with California. Still we had to pay just as much in 
gold for our books as we would have to pay in New York in 
currency. Some refused to order any more Inrnks from the 
depoeitorj", preiering to deal with New York, and in that esse 
the bills were always settled satisfactorily in greenbacks. The 
discontent culminated in 1871. The delegates elected were 
pledged to sei-ure relief, if such a thing were possible- J. 1 
Tausey, W. J. Maclay, Otis Gibson and J. H. Wythe were the 
ministerial, and R. G. Davisson and Edward Moore the lay 
delegates. They did their work well. A publishing committee 
was appointed by the general conference with such powers as 
had never been given before to any body on this Coast. They 
were to K.x the cost of books, as wdl as'the price of the papefc ■ 
They were to nominate the agent, those at New York having 
power to confirm or reject. The committee consisl4^'(l of five, 
three ministers and two laymen. Those appointed were: min»- 
ters, J. W. Ross. George Clifford, C. V. Anthony: la\-men, 8. 
.Mosgrovc. and K. Moore. They nominated .7. R. Hill, than 
whom no better could have Iwen made. He was, afler a little 
contention with the agents at New York, confimieii, and by the 
next confertaiee session a new regeme was fairly inaugurated. 
It hod long been seen that our location on Miss'ion Street was 
an unfortunate one, and the next thing undertaken by the com- 
mittee was to move to Market Strrot. A room was rented and 
the books moved. The projK-rty was sold for almul ^S.I.OOO r 
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thongh the New York agente readily agreed to the sale, they 
less willing to buy. They wanted the money sent to New 
. This could never have been done without a lawsuit. After 
eonsidernble conflict, and the loss of a most excellent opportunity, 
they consented to the purchase of the lot now in use, for $25,000. 
The decision to buy that ground was reached one dark foggy 
night by the side of a huge bonfire in Pacific Grove, the only 
|lace where the committee could, at the time, be got together. 
Te need not longer continue this history., except to say, the New 
'orfc agents added sufficient to what we had, to put up the build- 
ig at 1037 Market Street, and in recent years have treated our 
intereatB with all the consideration we could in reason expect. 

Our faithful and greatly beloved agent died October 5, 1880. 
He had for some time previously been unable to attend to the 
work of the depository except in part, and it was neessary to 
have a successor as soon as practicable. The man was soon 
selected, nnd J. D. Hammond was appointed. He had been since 
ISGB connected with the Nevada Conference, which naturally 
threw him into the interests of our work here. When the Nevada 
Conference was made into a mission Jie fell into the California 
Conference. His father was a member of the Genesee Conference, 
and he a native of the State of New York. He graduated in 18G6 
from the Aleghany College, and married Miss Sarah E. Powers 
the i^ame year. He at once united with the Genesee Conference, 
his first appointment being to the Clarence Seminary at Evans- 
\ille, from which place he came to California, only to pass on 
to hia work in Nevada. His desire to come to this Coast grew 
out of a conversation with Dr. Thomas, his father's particular 
friend. Dr. Hammond represented the Nevada Conference in 
the general conference, during most, if not all the time he 
belonged to it. He represented the California Conference in the 
general conference of 18n2. He was a member of the Nevada 
Senate from Ormeby County two terms. He was thirteen con- 
secutive years a presiding elder in Nevada. 

One othen- personality deserves attention in this connection. 
Ever since the fall of 18(>8 the most prominent employee of thii 
depository, excepting only the agent, has been Wm. Abbott. To 
pastors aud the people attending (Antral Church, he has been 
in the lead as a layman. He was born in Brockville, Ontario, 
Canada, in 1840. He came to California in 18G2. When Cen- 
tral Chun'h was organized he became a regular attendant upon 
its services, and an active member of the Sunday-school. He 
did not then belong to the church, having scruples about joining 
because of his exalted ideas of the character involved. At a 
watch meeting held at the close of the year 1867, Dr. Thomas 
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conducting the services, he decided the question and gave hie 
name to the church. His decision proved to be his conversion. 

The year 1868 became a somewhat important date period in 
the life ot Mr, Abbott. That year, in its first hour, he joined 
the church. That year he returned to Canada and married the 
woman whose life has so happily blended with bis own. That 
year, in September, after iiis return, he entered the depository, 
where hie life work was to be done. During the whole history 
of the Central Sunday-school, until quite a recent period, he 
was never absent from its sessions unless out of the city. As 
secretary, assistant secretary, assistant superintendent, or super- 
intendent, he has been an integral part of it. He has beon also 
one of tjjo most faithful of the official members of the church. 
His work in the city church extension movement, in the Cali- 
fornia Bible SociBty, and in the State Sunday-whool Association 
can never be forgotten. 

The California CiiitisTjAy Advocate. 

Hear Dr. Brings on the origin of the Advocnte. In iin article 
published in that papor December 30, 189C, he says: " We had 
met in the parlor of 1). L .Rosa on Stockton Stroet.'and consulted 
and planned, as bravely as though we had been a conference in 
both name and dimensions. We seemed to hear Uie tread of the 
poming millions, and must have an organ — what is a church 
without an organ? Our population was largely made up of men 
in the full vigor of life, endowed with the highest average in- 
talligenco known to history, drawn by mercenary motives and 
impelled by an energy which seas and mountains and rivers and 
rocks could not discourage. In one respect our plan was apos- 
tolic, we went by two and two, and preached and canvassed as 
we went. If the cooperationists will pardon such a heresy, we 
found competition the very best method of cooperation.' I 
vividly recall trips among the mining camps with the tirele«e 
brolhcr Dwen. he taking one .side of the street and I the olhor 
of whatever passed for a street, entering everv brush tent, canvM 
store, cabin, saloon, and gambling house with BurpriseB of both- 
success and failure." 

The pB|HT, starting under such auspices. Iiogan its issucB on 
the MltJ. nf i)cl„hj.r Ifi.'il. 1„ nap,, u..(hori.a,i„n and ierZ 
were as roll,.ws: " Cahfornm Chrbtin,, AdromU. U publiehea 
weekly in San Francisco under the patwnage of the Califomlt 
district. Methodist Episcopal Church. Committee of publication 
Daniel I.. Ro-s. J. B. Bond, Isaac Owen. M. C. Briggs and S n 
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fBinionds. M, C. Briggs and S. D. Simonda, editors. For one 
[year, $(i.f)0; for sis months. $;}.J0; for throe months, $3.50. 
I Sijigle copies 35 cents." The reader probably says, "A pretty 
lliigh price, how lai^e was it?'' Four pages, each about 16x23 
I Inches. At the price named there were no dividends to man- 
l.flgora, no salaries to editors. Seither were these commissions t-> 
B agents. The pastor who collected a subscription was expected 
f to send the whole amount, and send it quickly. With all that, 
I there were times when the brethren had to step under heavy de- 
I ficiencies. paying them out of their own meagre salaries. When 
I ilr. Drj'den ii?turned from the conference session of 1853. he had 
■ no watch. He had given it to keep the Advocate, going. The 
I second volume reduced the price to $5.00. Not only had they 
Bwduccd the price, but they increased the size. The increase was 
Ivery little, only ahout an inch each way, hut it was a hopeful 
Bjncrease and indicated progress. In 18f>3 the price was made 
f^3.50. In lf>;9 it WHS made $3.70. Xot long afterward it wits 
Jn 187!) it was made $2.~0. Xot long afterward it was 
*2.5(l, where it ri'maincd until very recent times, when it became 
8.00. 
The changes of the head may be of interest to some. The 
t was certainly a very expressive and appropriate one. The 
den Gate, with Telegraph Hill in the foreground- A cross 
sea from the hill, on the shaft of which are the words, " love,"' 
i "knowledge," and on the cross beam, "a new church." In 
j5 the head was changed so as to admit the words " and tem- 
ierance Journal." One page at that period being given to teni- 
B matters, mostly to reports of work done by, and for, the 
ions of Temperance. 'When Thomas assumed the editorial 
lagement the artistic head was left off, and the name of the 
Hiper, in various type, has been the head until an artistic one 
S^as restored by the present editor. 

Dr. Briggs retired from the edit<irial management August 
ij 1852. S. D. Simonds resigned in 18.!»4, but was re-elected 
1855. From 1854 to 1855, J, D. Blaiu one of the members of 
3 publishing committee, did most of the editorial work. In 
55 E. Merchant was traveling agent and associate editor, 
niile Thomas was editor it became an eight-paged paper. 
After three terms, Thomas retired from the editorial manage- 
ment and H. C. Benson took his place. This was in 1868. For 
twelve years Dr. Benson wrought with his brethren in every de- 
^rartment of the interests of the church, nor did any one ever 
■^estion the motives of the man, nor the fidelity of his eharac- 

At the general conference of 1884, B. F. Crary was elected to 
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the editorial chair. Twenty years before lie had been elected 
editor of tlie Central Chrvstiav Advocaie by the same body. Hi' 
oame with age, experience and ability. He was a native of Jen- 
ningH County, Indiana. He was educated at Pleasant Hiil 
Academy, Ohio. At first he studied law and was admitted to the 
bar. In 184.5 he joined the Indiana Cnnfereuce, being then but 
twenty-four years of age. In his earlier work he was very popu- 
lar as a preacher, but in after years he was more succeasfal with 
the pen. He was president of Hamline University in 1857. In 
1861, in the State of Minnisota, he was elected superintendent 
of public instruction. He was a member of seven general con- 
ferences, and at one lime received a large vote for bishop. Pre- 
vious to his election, he had been several years a presiding 
elder of the Colorado Conference. Over that vast field, in ad- 
vanced age, he had traveled and preached with a vigor that has 
shamed many men of lesser years. He was possessed of a robust 
constitution, the only drawback to his physical condition being 
an iucuraiile deafness, which artificial helps but partially re- 
lieved. He became paralyzed soon after his re-election in 1892, 
and for some time his wife attended to his editorial duties, and 
right wbU she did them. He died in great peace, March Hi, isn.j. 
Dr. -N'elHon said of him, '■ He was a vigorous, energetic man, 
with a military mein, fnll of humor, bubbling over with life, a 
pithy, pungent sentence maker." 

Some time before Dr. Crary's death, Winfield S. Mathew was 
appointed to assist in editing the paper. In ISne he was elected 
editor by the general conferwicc. Dr. Matthew is a native of 
IIlinoiB,'hom in Patton Hill, May C. 1848. A graduate of the 
Northwestern University, took a partial course in Garret Bibli- 
cal Institute, came to California in the fall of 1887, eleven veers 
after he had joined the Illinois Conference. He was Dean of th<^ 
College of Liberal Arts in the t'niversily of Southern Californin. 
also viee-president of the I'niversity. He served the Church in 
University Park one year as pastor. He earrics the Adt'Ocat« 
teyond the period included in this history. 

Our EnccATiONAL Work. 

The Methodiat Episcopal Church has no reason to blusb 
over its efforts to promote Christian education in California. 
Throe schools sprang into life about the same time. The Santa 
Crur, Ae«demy. of which at one time much was espected. 
Edward Bannister, of blessed memory, began a school of hirii 
grade in San Jose, with Judge Hester, Capt. Joseph Aram, Tin- 
g\j Roed, and Mr. ^'eatal as trustees. Then there was a school 
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began in Sacramentf) by James Rogers, which was adopted by the 
conierenee meeting of" 1851. These schools were institutud in 
a period when society was too chaotic to attempt the establish- 
iiicnt of public means of education, and thejf were continued 
until the State could supply the need, a point reached earlier 
than one would have been willing to predict. The one at San 
Jose, designated the California Wesleyan College by the con- 
ference meeting of 1851, after a change of name, and a chaiige- 
of location, became the Univereity of the PaciSe, 

Concerning tlie Sacramento Academy, the writer has been 
unable to obtain much information. It does not appear in the 
list of appointmtmtB in ]853, yet ii. B. Stratton had it in 
charge for a time, Mr. Rogers receiving a pastoral charge. The 
first teacher of the school at Santa Cruji, was H. S. Tioveland, 
who seems to have failed utterly in maintaining a character to 
warrant such a position. C. K. Ercanbrack, a located preacher, 
next took charge, lie taught until the appointment of D. A. 
llryden, when he left for Watsonville, where he was long known 
as one of the most liberal supporters of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in that place. His body sleeps in the cemetary of the 
city of which he was so long a leading citizen. Dryd«n did not 
long teach, but was followed by G. W. Friek, whose work was 
rather public than private, even at first, and soon became such 
in fact. With the introduction of the public school the end of 
the Academy came also. There never had been any non-reradent 
scholars, nor anything but primary instruction imparted. Mr. 
Frick WHS not a preacher, nor ever had beon, but was a valuable 
and consistent church member, and among our most cherished 
workers. He went from Santa Cruz to Petaluma, and thence^ 
when the temperance colony was founded, to Lompoc. There 
both he and his wife died recently. Hia wife, a most excellent 
woman, was a sister of J. W. Bryant, a well-known member of 
the C'alifornia Conference. 

We now turn to consider the central interest of our educa- 
tional work. It ought to be here recorded that in June, ISSZ, 
Professor Kimberlin, long connected with our college at Santa 
Clara, was conducting a school called the " San Jose Academy," 
of which his wife was a successful teacher. High praise was 
awarded to this institution by W. J. Maclay in a letter to the 
Advocate of that month. Whether that school had any connec- 
tion with Dr. Bannister's early efEorts, the writer is not able to 
say. It is only certain that the last named party was teaching 
such a school previous to the conference meeting of 1851, and 
that at that conference he was appointed to the Califomin 
Wesleyan College, a mere projected institution. Not long 



So 



tTY yi:ak^^ of metik 



after the conference it was decided to locate the college at Santi 
Clara. It was aliout April, 1S52, that the name was changed Co 
the " Univereitj of the PaciKc." "The coeducation of the sexes 
was as yei an almost untried experiment, and there was at once 
a female department developed in connection with the Univer- 
sity. Before the close of 1852 this school was opened, Mrs. 3U. 
C. Briggs being the first principal. The students never recited 
together with those of the college, and rarely, if ever, to the 
same teachers. The following was the faculty as constituted in 
18.'4: M. t!. Briggs, president; W. J. Maclay, professor of 
Latin and Greek; A. S. Gihijons, professor of matheniatica. 
Female department, Mrs. Ellen Green Briggs, preceptress; Mrs. 
S. II. Way, teacher of mathematics, J^atin and Greek. 
It appears that i)r. "Briggf did not long remain in 
the presidi-ncy. and Dr. Bannister followed him in the 
same year. This year the first regular college class 
was ^matriculated. It consisted of thn-e, all of whom 
graduated in 1S58. Mr. Lane, a prominent law>'er for 
many years in San Jose, was one of them. In 185.5 W. J. 
Maclay was elected president and A. S. Gibbons returned to the 
pastorate. J. Rogers was principal of the female college. In 
the year lP.56-7 Thomas M. Gatch was a professor in the Uni- 
vers'ity. He was born in Milford, Ohio, .Tan. 30, 1833, a grand- 
son of Phillip Gatch, a minister of distinction in the early years 
of Methodism. On his mother's side he was a grandson nf Fran- 
rit Ashury MeCormick. also a preacher of distinction, who or- 
ganized the first church west of the Aleghany mountains, in 
Milford, where Gatch was bom. Both of these men were chap- 
lains in the Revolutionan' War. Dr. Gatch graduated from the 
Ohio Wesieyan Universih' in 1855. The nest year he came tn 
California. He chose teaching for a profession and has spent 
his life in that work, though mostly in Oregon and Washington, 
Along with Gatch came 0. S. Framlws, destined to spend more 
years in California than his associates. He became a minister 
and is now at work in the Southern California Conference. 

In 18.57 W. J. Maclay retired from the prcsidencv. and A, 
S, Gibbons was elected in his place. J. Rogers remained at the 
head o[ the female department, and J. J. Cleveland was elected 
a professor. In 1858 the Tf^niversity was declared to be " in both 
depBrtrnents. in a high state of prosperity" Of course, this re- 
few mainly to llie success of the institution in regard to teach- 
trg; of its financies we shall speak further on. The only chnnfp« 
(hJB year which appear in the conference minutes, were that 
0. S. Phillips was made principal of the female college, whih 
Rogers was placed in the Tnivcrsity to teach. Professor Kim- 



lierlin had already for some time been teaching in the eame de- 
partment. His work in the institution was schokrly, and eon- 
tintied for several years. When his connection irith the school 
(■nded he remained in Santa Clnra, where he still lives, at a ripe 
age, waiting for the glory beyond. 

In 183!) A. S. Gibbons resigned the presidency of the Uni- 
versity and went East, where he remained for several years. 
i)r. Bannister was again at the head. W. S. Turner was profes- 
sor of Latin language and literature. At this time a medical 
departnient was added. It was located in San Francisco, Drs. 
Cooper, Lane, and Gibbons conducting it. Two graduates were 
reported in 1861). It remained connected with the University 
but a few years, and then became the Pacific Medical College, in 
which form it has continued to do important work until now. 

Ijet lis take a look at the institution two years later. Pro- 
fessor Turner has resigned, J. Dickinson has been elected Pro- 
fessor of \atural Science, and D. Tuthill has been principal of 
the female department. In 18(>7 a new man appeared at the 
helm of the University. One whose work in that department 
of Christian enterprise canuot be too highly estimated. It has 
been asserted by those who ought to know, that Thoa. H. Sinex 
saved the University to the church. As president or professor, 
he sensed the institution eleven years during the most critical 
ijeriod of its history. We shall say more of him in another 
place. Milus S. Gay, an alumnus of the college, and the son-in- 
law of Dr. Sinex, did several years of valuable teaching in the 
University during these years. After resigning his professor- 
ship, he entered into business in San Jose, was a superintendent 
of Cenlella Sunday-school for several years, then passed prema- 
turely— ao it looks to human eyes — to his eternal home. The 
female department of the school disappeared in 18G9, thence- 
forth the TTniversity wheels into line, very sensibly as events have 
shown, in the rule of co-education. In 1870 A. J. Nelson and A. 
Iv. Crawford were elected professors. They remained but one 
year in Ihal position, and will be considered a1 another time. 

Quite a change occured in the teaching force of the school 
in 1S73. Sinex took a professorship and also acted as agent, 
while A. &. Gibbons, returning from the Kast, after a Buccessful 
career in teaching there, was again at the head of the University. 
J. "N". Martin now appeared as Professor of Ancient Languages, 
and began a course of useful labor which lasted longer than that 
of any other man connected with the University. Dr. Martin 
was bom in Augustn, Ontario, Canada, Oct. 10, 18S3. His 
parents, <Tohn and Annie Martin, were pillars in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. He was happily converted in his native place 
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a ]itTlu vhAf- before lie ^^fi fourteen years of age. He immp- 
diiitely imiled with the dni'-ch in which he had been raised, and 
to that bond he has ewr remained true. Withont bigotry of uny 
liind, no one ever qU'^itioned the loyalty of Dr. Martin. In ' 
1S38 he icmovcd with his parents to Ogle County, Illinois, and 
eettled on a fami. H.i I'utered Mt. Morris Seminary with the 
firet class of students that ever attended it. In 1844, he entered 
old Wesleyan, at Middletown, when Dr. Olin was president. He 
gi'iidualed in the full classical course in 1847, with such a goodly 
feilowthiji ap Bishop Andrews, Dra. Winchell, Cole, King, and 
J iidd. He entered the educational work in which he spent most 
of his life. He served as professor in Galena Seminary, and in 
Bock Hiver Seminarv-, before entering the conference, in 1858. 
After occupying several important charges in the Roek River 
Conference, he accepted a position to teach in Minneappolis. 
Wliile waiting for the college to open, he supplied the church 
left vnrant liy the election of l)r. Crary to t!ie Ceidriil Christutn 
Ai!i''i<'it''. T"" Xi'iirs later he came to California. While pro- 
fet^Hii- ill tiir- III (■].; liivur Seminary, he became acquainted with 
Miss Miii\ lOlrn Murphy, a student in the school, from Minnc- 
nppiilis, Slir l>i'i:niii' his wife in 1856. A more happy union 
(«uld not wt'll be conceived. The habit contracted in school has 
adhered to her through life; he is always called by her, "Pro- 
fessor Martin," though generally in a much abbreviated fomi. 
In 181*0, he resigned his chair in the college on account of iU 
health, and was made supernumerary to the conference. He 
was elected Professor Emeritus to the University, the only man 
SI) linnorcd. In lHEi-1 he waf placetl on (he .tupi-ranuated list. 
where he awaits the final crowning. 

In 1878 Dr. Gibbons retired from the presidency, and Dr. 
Sinez from the professorship. C. C. Stratton became president. 
He joined the Oregon Conference in l^ffg, and afterward gradu- 
ated from the Willamette rniversity. He represented the Ore- 
gon Conference in the general conference of 1S72, but did not 
return, sening for a time as pastor of First Church, Salt Lake 
City, whence he came to California. Having served as pastor 
at San .lose for three years, he was elected president of the Uni- 
viirsitv. Dr. Stratton was very popular as a preacher, and bis 
frequent Irips over the Slate, dedicating churehes and preaching 
for all denominations, helped greatly to advertise the institutioD 
of which he was the head. It was considered a great calamity 
when, in )887, he accepted the position of president of HJIIb' 
College. It proved to be a calamity to him. His character w»b 
seriously called Into question by Mrs. Mills, who had U-en chiefly 
responsible for his being there, and in 1890 he returned to his 
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kHA field of labor in Oregon. At the same timi> that Stratton 
■came, came also T. C. George, who proved to be one of the most 
sueeessful teachers the institution ever had. Of him, more here- 
after. 

When Br, Stratton resigned it was some time before another 
was chosen. A. C Hirat was then selected. He joined the Ohio 
Conference in 1870. He was an eloquent preacher and a schol- 
-arly man. For a few years the University prospered, as indeed 
it had done before. Then troubles arose, as troubles will. A 
question of seating a congregation on Sunday is not of itself a 
great question, not even anywhere, but especially in an institu- 
tion of learning, but a small thing may be made serious if suc- 
cessfully missmanaged. In this instance the success was com- 
plete. We lost students, we lost Professors Hayes, Thobum and 
George, and finally Dr. Hirst resigned. 

Isaac Crook followed Hirst. 1). W. Chilson became Profes- 
sor of Natural Science, and W. D. C.'rabb, Principal of the pre- 
paratory department. Dr. Crook was from Ohio and a man of 
Abihty. He worked hard but accomphshed little. It was a pe- 
riod of great depression. Stanford, with its immense endown- 
ment, was but a few miles away, and the State University was 
more popular than ever. Competition with these seemed a hope- 
Jess struggle. At the end of two years Dr. Crook reigned aud 
Tfitumed East. This was the daricest period in the history of 
the school, but it would not die. The fidelity of a few saved it, 
as it had been saved by Dr. Sinex and his co-adjutors years be- 
fore. Among these faithful ones two members of conferencu 
must first be named. They are Professors W. C. Sawyer and 
M. S. Cross, both men of rare scholarship and teaching ability. 
Also three daughters of W. T. Mayne, a well-known and justly 
loved mejuber of our ronfereinee. a man wonderfully blest in 
the character of his children, Bessie, Anna, and Lulu MajTie. 
'The first was an alumna of the State Normal School, at San 
Jose; the other two were alumnae of our University. The exam- 
ining committee gave it as their deliberate opinion that Miss 
Lulu Mayne was the most proficient scholar in Latin and Greek 
they had aver seen finish a classical course. In 1896, Eli 
McClish was chosen President. He carries the University out 
of the period circumscribed by this history. Ix't us now go back 
and consider other changes, other institutions, and especially 
■the financial aspects of the TTniversity of the Pacific. 

Some might suppose that those early Methodists went at col- 
lege-founding without a proper conception of the financial in- 
terests involved. Such, however, is far from being the truth. 
They saw a need and resolved to provide for it. They knew that 
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uu endownment was as necessary as buildings and profeesors. ' 
At the conference meeting of 1851, they resolved to set about 
raising an endowDment for the college they were projecting. 
Money was plenty at the time, and nothing was more natural 
than for them to suppose that it would be freeiy given for so 
glorious a purpose. It would have been so given if all had been 
like them. But very rich men were by no means so common ae 
one might suppose, and those who had a good start toward it 
were very intent on using it in a way to make a great deal more. 
The history of our educational work has been a series of disap- 
pointments in regard to the willingness of men of means to 8Up- 
jHirt tlu' fining of Christian educatioTi in an ade<|uatc manner. 
Rut let 11^ lum to consider facts. 

The first building erected for college purposes was a frame, 
which stood in the town of Santa Clara, near the site of the 
church. This became the female college both for recitations and 
dormitory. Here the school began in 1852; the Advocate noti- 
ces the beginning of the second seraister in January following. 
Charles ^lacJay was in charge of the boarding department. The 
date of the construction of the college of liberal arts, — to ufle a 
phrase not then employed. — is not in possession of the writer. \ 
It must suffice to say that MrJy in the fifties, a lot Kitf secured in 
the central part of the beautiful town of Santa Clara, upon 
which was erected a brick building three stories high. It was a 
very unpretentious structure, both inside and out, but it cost 
in those curly times a great deal of money, and the money was 
not forthcoming witli which to pay for it. The ilcbf became bo , 
great a Inirden that the trustees were constrained to take flie 
money raised for endownment purposes with which to get rid of ' 
it. This appears like a serious blunder, but who that had not the 
work to do can find it in his heart to say hard things of these 
heH\nly-t«.\ed mftn? 

Under instruction of the trustees, and without other com- 
pensation than that received from his district as presiding elder, 
Isauc Owen set at the work of raising an endownment. It wag to 
be done by the sale of seholarships, some of which were for life, 
but most of them for four years, or at most for a limited period. 
Wp have seen what was done with the money, hut the effects upon 
t)ie institutions it took years to realize. As soon as school was 
opened, th^re came a swarm nf students presenting their Bchotar- 1 
ehips for tuition. But how were the professors to be paid? , 
Here was a trial that followed the enterprise for years. Again 
and again the preachers, wirh a few generous laymen, relieved 
the necessities of the case, while the professors always lived on 
ridiculously siiinll salaries. There was but one permanent relief. 



«ml thHt was bv eudowmeiit. Even this was largely hindered by 
the former abortive Attempt in the same direction. It would 
wearj- the reader beyond endurance to recite the etory in full, 
the measures employed, the agents sent into the field, the beg- 
ging, and the beseeching, in this race after the will-o'-the-wisp ■ 
of an endownment. We come at once to the ne.xt great measure 
adopted, and the change it involved. 

Greenberry R. Baker came to California from Ohio, on ac- 
count of health. For a time the change seemed all that he- 
could wish. He had long felt that it wouid be his duty to entet 
the regular work if his health should warrant it. Supposing the - 
long-desired object accomplished, he began work as a supply. 
His success was such that in ISIil, following the advice of the- 
Church, he was received on trial. He was a man of quick per- 
ceptions, active mind, rapid motion, pleasant face, and com- 
manding appearance, in a word, inaving the best elements of a 
siiccessfui financier, or agent. This was seen by the brethren,. 
and in 13C4 he was appointed to that work in connection with . 
the Uni\'erBity of the Pacific. The institution, in spite of all . 
that had been paid from the conference, was aboiit $20,000 in 
debt. His first care was to pay that off, and he did it. It was - 
his suggestion that the locality be changed, and that land be • 
bought between Santa Clara and San Jose, which could be re- 
sold at a profit, reserving a campus for the college. The trus- 
tees gave consent, the conference of ISfifi took hold of the matter 
with enthusiasm, 450 acres were bought, a campus of twenty 
acres reserved, the balance was laid out in streets and lots, and 
put on the market. The first sale was in August, 1867. At the ■ 
conference following, the trustees reported assets worth $125,- 
000. The success of this undertaking was due almost entirely 
to the skill of Mr. Baker, whose mind had planned, and whose- 
enterprise and industrj- had carried it through. He had been 
true to bis favorite maxim, " Not slothful in business." At 
least $40,000 ought to have been reserved from the proceeds of 
this investment for endowment purposes. If this had been done, 
it would have materially relieved the University of its great 
financial pressure. This was the desire of Mr. Baker, whose en- 
ergetic defence of the measure on the floor of conference will 
never be forgotten by those who heard him. But soon there 
were other debts to pay, and there were buildings to be erected, 
and there were teachers to pay, and no money to pay them unless 
this was taken. Perhaps the one who criticises the action of the 
trustees would have done the same thing if he had been in their 
place. However, the change in the long run was a benefit to the 
institution. The best years the school ever had followed in the. 
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wake of the founding of College Park. Hr. Baker did not long 1 
survive his good work. In April. ISfiW, he contracted a severe 

-cold, from which he never fully recovered. He passed to his 
reward, on the 2Jlth day of October, 18C9. He was a native of 
Westmoreland, Penu., and was born May 1, 1845, moved io 

■Ohio when a boy was converted and joined the Methodist 
Episcopal Church wlien eight years old, always remaining 
faithful to his early vows. 

It is a peculiarity of institutions of learning that prosperity 
increases their need of more money and heavier endowment;, 
lu 1872, t'hie necessity culminated in an effort to raise a partial 
endowment upon an entirely new plan. The preachers, weary of 
waiting for the laity to do it, resolved to take the matter in their 
own hands and raise $20,0(111 for the purpose. But in order to i 
prevent the alienation of the funds so raised, they proposed to ■ 
keep them under their specific diructiim. Accordingly, they pro- I 
coeded first to incorporate the conference iu compliance with the 
laws of the State. The trustees provided by the incorporation I 
were to invest the funds paying only the interest to the trustees 
of the University. With this understanding, over $30,000 were 
subscribed, most of it by the members of conference. It was 
never all payed, but enough was realized to more than meet the 
amount originally proposed. This, though far from an ado- ' 

■ quale relief, has been a great help in the further progress of the 
University. Before taking leave of the temporalities of this in- 
stitution, let us l(X)k briefly at some others the church has fos- 
tered, especially that at Alameda and Napa. ■ 

In the early fifties, the "' Oak Grove Institute " was pro- 
jected. Among the oak trees that everywhere dotted the penin- 
sula of Alameda, at a point near the narrow neck that connects ] 

^'the peninsula to the main land, they built a two-story house for 
recitation rooms and dormitories. David Deal threw his soul 
into the enterprise, and Ilr. Bannister for a time directed lis 
teaching department. The conference never aseimied any finan- 
cial responsibility of the school, but appointed committ«es of ex- 
amination, and accepted the patronage of it. In 1857, Wm. ' 
Grove Deal took the institution, both as principal and proprie- 
tor. He kept it two years, when the property was given up tu 

■.pay its debts and become the summer residence of Sir. Satner, 

- a banker of San Krti 



There was for several years an institution in the list of sp< ' 
,poinlJuenis called "The Stockton Female Institute," witfi H. 
W. Hunt, a member of conference, its principal. It was nerer 
- anything but the private property of the principal, though com- 
mended by the conference to the patronage of the Charcb. 
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Henry W. Hunt was a Southern man, and a Christian gentle- 
HEr wife also was a Southern lady, with all the word 
rineaiiB. Never were two more efjnall}' yoked together. They had 
jio children, but adopted several, to whom they gave faithful pa- 
rental care and affection. Mr. Hunt was honi in North Caro- 
lina, in ISOl. He was taken when a child to Tennessee where 
*e was raised. He was converted and joined the church when 
'j ten years old, which accounts for the beautiful syDietricaJ 
f^iaraeter he possessed. He entered the Kentucky Conference iji 
J3S23, and did effective service for fl\-cye«rB. Infimi health lc<i 
tim to take a supernumerary relation, and after a time he lo- 
Hc spent the balance of his life mainly in teaching. 
Plirough all the vicissitudes of the slavery excitement he re- 
I'lnained loyal to the old church. While living in Arkansas, his 
life and property were in danger because of his preference for 
the church of his youth. He ciime to California in 1856 and 
immediately began teaching in Stockton. In 1860, he presented, 
his certiF.cat« of location to the conference and was received. He 
died happy in the Lord, in 1874. The wife followed a few 
years later, finding faithful care at the hands of a niece to whom- 
she had rendered a mother's duty in the days long gone. 
- A school called the " German Institute," was held in the 
tbasement of the German ?lIethodist Church, in Marysvillc. It 
"■Vas well attended while G. H. Bollinger was teacher, but was 
given up soon after he left the charge. 

1862. W. S. Tunier became principal of the ?i^apa Collegiate 
Institute. It was strictly a personal enterprise, though the con- 
ference readily consented to his appointment. In 1807, Mr. 
Turner sold his interest in the school, and returned to the pas- 
torate. In 1870, the property was offered the conference for a 
church academy. The committee on education, of which the- 
writer was a member, bad the matter under advisement for »■ 
long time, and much opposition to the measure was expressed. 
The fear was entertained that it might in time become a rival 
to the University. Not until a sacred promise was made that it 
should be kept as a feeder to the University, never teaching more 
than the preparatory branches, could the committee be prevailed 
upon to lecommend the adoption of the- sohool. The conference - 
c-onsented to adopt the report of the committee on the conditions 
named, and the Napa Collegiate Institute became the property 
of the Church. It was for a number o£ years quite a success. . 
Able teachers were employed, many students from the patroniz- 
ing territory went to it, graduates with academic honors left it 
in goodly numbers, and all felt that no mistake had been made ■ 
in adopting the school. In ISftli,. it became a college in direct 
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' violation of the promise made when received into the conference 
as a Methodist School. This largely increased the expense, with- 
out materially increasing its revenue. Still it went on in its 
career as a college until 1 895, when it ceased to exist in any form 
as a denominational school. The story is soon told. 

In 1892, under the especial inspiration of C. H. Payne, sec- 
retary of our Board of Education, the conference decided to 

• consolidate our schools. The Universitv of the Pacific was to be 
located, at least constructively, in San Francisco. It was to be 
the head of two colleges, one at College Park, the other at Napa, 
and it was to be also the head of such post-graduate and profes- 
sional schools as might in the future come into existence. It 
was soon found that an act of the legislature would be necessar}* 
before tiie end could be gained. This delayed the consummation 
until the conference of 1894. Then, with F. F. Jewell as chan- 
cellor, and J. X. Beard as president, we seemed to have entered 
upon a career of harmonious action in reference to the schools of 
the Cluirch. The rej)ort of 1895, is full of encouragement. The 
report of 1896, simply informs us that the Xapa College has 
been closed. Napa College was a thing of the past. This left us 
with the irniversity of the Pacific the only thing in sight. With 
grammar and high schools all over the State, let the Church rally 
to this, the oldast of its enterprises in connection with education, 
and all the Church now neiuls to foster. The I'niversitv deserves 
to live, not only for the good it has done in the past, but much 
more for the interests of Christian education. 




From llie conference meeting of August, 1851, to the first . 
regular conference of 1853, was a period of eighteen months,, 
lacking only a few days. Meantime a stage of progress had heeii 
reached that seciired greater consideration from the Miasionary 
Society and the home Church. Mining had ceased to he the only- 
industJ^'. The valleya of California were rapidly settled. Farm- 
ing and fniit raising engaged the attention of thousands. Fam- 
ilies were coming to stay. Men who had braved the dangers of" 
the continent, or of the oceans, for the sake of gold, had found 
what vas far better, a land of the most sahibrious climate they 
had ever seen, and they were now ready to face the same dan- 
gers with their families for the sake of living in a country eoni- 
paratively free from the snows of Winter and the heats of Suiri- 
mer to which they had all their lives been snbjected. The time 
spoken of was not only one of increased immigration, but alwj 
of increased organization. Ministers came in larger numbers 
than ever before, and churches were being formed more rapidlj'. 
The ministers, laymen, and chnrches on the groiirki' ddring'tihis 
period, according to the plan adopted, are entitled to the name 
(if pioneer. 

In writing this history much space will be given to biography 
and sketi^hes of character. There is great truth in the words of 
Thomas Carlyle when he says, " Universal history, the history 
of what man has accomplished in the world, is at bottom the 
history of the great men who have worked here." It is also^ 
true , that in proportion to the length of tunc which has elapsed 
since a man lived and wrought for his generation, will be found 
the importance of an acquaintance with his character. This 
must account for the greater space given to ihe pioneers of Meth- 
odism as compared with men of later appearance on the stage of 
action. 

During nearly all the sessions of the Cahfomia annual con- 
ference, until that of 1897, a visitor would he struck with the- 
(89) 
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"iMuence- one man had on that body. He was often on the Qnat * 
and always tlieited the innst careful attention. He was tall, ] 
rather spare, had sharp features, a prominent mouth, was rathor | 
slow of speech, but -always accurate, profound rather than brill- „ 
iant. careful, painstaking, eonsonative, yet safely progressive, ' 
his words weighed heavily as they fell upon the ears of his breth- 
ren. He generally voted with the majority, not because he I 
those to follow the multitude, bnt because the multitude chosi' 
lofojlow him. Few men, if indeed any, had a larger iufluencu 
upon the Church f<>r more than half a century than did H^Hftr ' 
C Benson. ' 

He was once a barefooted boy, living near Xenta, Ohio, on the 
farni where he was born, doing all manner of work to make ,i 
living for himself and the large family to which he belonged- 
When he was nineteen years old. Bishop Simpson found him thu» ' 
and thus employed, and, in the words of Dr. Heacock, " Steing 
the possibilities of the young man. urged him to attend college. 
Like Klisha, he left his plough and took himself, witli this Elijah 
to the school of the prophets. From the age- of nineteen to that 
of twenty-seven, he taught school to provide funds, and at- 
tended college alternately, graduating in 1842 with honor to , 
himself.'" He was at the time not only a scholar, but a Christian, I 
having the call of Hod resting upon him. He married a Miss i 
Waterman, a happy choice on both sides, and in the fall of thfl j 
same year of his graduation, joined the Indiana conference. 4 
He was in the pastorate, among the i-hocktaws, back to hU I 
almn mnter as professor of tireek, and then away to Califomit I 
in 18."i2, M'e shall we his tracks in churches, ou presdilnK I 

•ciders districts, in the Pacific Christian Advocate, the Califomvt i 

'Ckristiati Advocate, in the the general amference, twice from tliu I 
California Con [ercncc. and once from the Oregon, and everj- I 
where the same patieut .student, hnrdworking minister of th» ] 
Gospel, and devout, consistent follower of the Ijord Jesus Christ. 1 
After he came to California he wrote a channing account of hi* J 
experiences an a miesionary among the Choctawa, While tn 1 
Oregon he graduated in the medical department of the WiUa- 
met Univirsiti'. Ho never practiced medicine, but he had an 
intense desire to know all that was knowable in this world and 
ever}' other, visible mid invisible. He askeil no rest nor needed 
any, until he had filled up a half century's work in hia la ' 

-calling, then he took a su|ientnuat«'d relation tu his conf«rstrafe. , 
On the 14th day of Januar>', 1SH7, he fell asleep in Jenu^ tu | 
awake to a more glorious life in heaven. 

Johu l>. Blain was a man of very different mold from I 

■eon. Had rather a massive frame, dark complexion, with hea;v; J 
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sard, close shaved daily during the early part of his ministry, 

l-*quare facu, large niaiith, and penetrating eye. He was neither 

jiprofound nor hrilliant, lint a ready speaker, who made dilligent 

I preparation, and showed the beet of taste in regard to botk. 

i matter and mannpr, earne.st withont being boistroiis. a paator 

e tidelity had few Hjuals, affable to all men, of every station, 

L lie drew to his minislry men who could not be drawn by preacli- 

I ^ers of greater genius. He was fjuick to see what was wanted, and 

I Tery wise to plan for the necessity. Nor was he less zealous in 

I carrying out.h.iB, plans. He was a native of New Jersey, where 

I be spent the earlier years of his ministry. He joined the New 

I Jersey Conference in 1842, and in 1852 came to California. 

After the most herculean task of his life — building the Howard 

JStreet Church — -his health began to fail. He could have said 

■ with truth. " The zeal of Thy house hath eaten me up." In poor 

Kiealth he planted Central Chuch, and then took a superanuated 

Wtelation to his conference and returned to the East. Recovering 

'i some measure his health, he was transferred to the Newark 

inference in isrn. On the 2Tth day of July, ISrc, he passed 

3 his home beyond the river. His last words to his brethren 

^ere characteristic of the man, " Tell them, Methodism needs to • 

3 worked, n6t mended." He represented the Calitomia Con- 

IJerenne in the genera! conference of 1856. 

Royal B. Stratton arrived by the steamer " Oregon " Nov. 
i7, ISai. He had been connected with one of the New York Con- 
f?erenceB since 1846. He was one of the most brilliant preachers 
t the early days. Eloquent, scholarly, evangelical, they who 
I Secured his services had a minister who could feed them effect- 
ively. Ho was not in very close sympathy with the government 
of the Church with which he was connected, and chafed 'some- 
what under the harness of the itinerancy. He returned to New 
• York in the summer of 1858, took a location in the fall of 1860, 
rved an independent congregation for a while, became insane, 
sat to an asylum, and died January 2.^, 1875. 

William Hulbert was bom in New York City November IB, 
S16. He was the son of a Methodist preacher, who was a mis- 
teonary to Canada as early as 1805. His parents took him to 
Phio when he was only two years old, where he was left father- 
iB in about six months. He was converted at the age of four- 
teen years. In August 1836 he was licensed to preach and em- 
ployed as a supply. In 1837 he joined the Indiana conference, 
rat owing to failing health he was discontinued at the end of 
jme year. In 1838 he married Miss Lydia Jewett. She did 
iscellent service in the work of a Methodist preacher's wife until 
Jaralysis left her a helpless invalid. She died in 1885. In 1843 
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Mr, HuHwrt joined the Rock River Conference. From there he ■ 
found his way to Iowa, In 1652 he crossed the plains, reach- 
ing SacrHiiieiito in Au3;ust of that year. He located in 1860, 
returning to Iowa, At the end of one year having returned, 
he was readmitted on his certificate. In 1880 on account of hi^ 
wife's illness he became aupemuraerary. While holding this re- 
lation ho was one of the conductors of the United States Mint 
-in San Francisco. In 1887 he was superanuated. He died at his 
home in San Ijcandro. December 13, 18!)(i. 

(.ieorgc S. Phillips arrived in San Francisco February .11, 
1852. He immediately took charge of the so-called Miarkfit 
Street Church, while Dr. BriggB was at general conference*. He. 
was Bueceseively pastor, presiding elder, and principal of tlic 
feinale department of the University of the Pacific, until ISfil 
when he returned to fthin. He fierved ns chaplain in the army 
during the war. In 1864 he was electe<l principal of the Colo- 
rado St'miiiary at Denver, hut rmnained only for a short time, 
wlien he had Id tlii' fur h\f life from tlie great altitude. Kt- 
died in W'ooster, Ohio, March 30, liMm. He was rather under 
size, light com]>lc\ion, pleai^ant face, free of speecn, a good man, 
and a good preacher. 

Among the pioneer preachers we must class Warren Oliver, 
who with n good record behind him. and an irreprfmchable life 
in California, never did much work in the regular miniBlry. 
Soon after reaching the State he became involved financially. 
A less conscientious roan than Warren Oliver had paid little 
attention to the matter, but it dn)ve him from tlie minstrj*. 
His struggles with adversity kept him out, until he had reached 
an age thai rendered hif return inexpedient. He lives near Sen 
Jose, a liM'al elder in the church. 

William Mnrrciw crossed the plains in 1,S50. Hi' was at tlic 
time a euperanuated meml>er of the Indiana conference. He , 
had studied medicine before entering the ministry, and beffUi ■ 
its practice after reaching California. He was a native of New J 
Jerwy, but taken when a child to Ohio, and Ihcncc to Indiana. 1 
He was converted at the uge of twenty-two. and joined the Ohio I 
Otinfcrcnce in \H:U, afterward being transferred tn the Indiana J 
Oonferenee. At the nf|uest of the conference. Bishop Aia«t 1 
transferreil him to California in 1853. He continued in the I 
regular work until t8Gi) when he was superanuated. He died oa [ 
the 11th nf April li*78, in the sixty-third year of his age. Hi« J 
[al>ors in ihe East were characterized by frequent and greftt ns 
vivnl):, though in a le»» measuri', he was blessed witli similar re- { 
■Bults whilr- laboring here, 

Adam Rland was a man of fine nppcuranee. I^nrge. well pnw I 
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Kt|)ortioiied, with a pleasant face, he would naturally attract the 

I Attention of all that carae into his presence. He was bom in 

I Pendleton County, Virginia, May i;i, 1821. At the age of fifteen 

I le began his active Christian life. In 1844 he joined the Balti- 

I more conference, which had just refused to go witli the Southern 

I branch of the Church. In 1848, he married MisB Ellen Kimber- 

I lin, a sister of Mrs. Wm. Taylor. Transfered to this field, he 

I reached San Francisco late in 1851. His first appointment w;is 

L Sevada, which up to that time had not had the labors of a regu- 

I larly appointed minister. Just before leaving this charge he 

lirrote to the Advocate as follows: " Flour goes off with rapidity 

■,at $50 per lliU lbs., and I have been credibly informed that a 

Itrain of pack mules arrived yesterday with flour, and it was de- 

^aroured ere it reached the ground. I believe there ie no flour for 

uale, at least I understand they were asking forty dollars for the 

Uast half hundred. We have six loaves paid for at the bakers, 

^^d a few crackers ; when that is eaten we expect to leave for a 

Kmore favorable climate." Bland's next appointment was Loa 

■.Angeles, and that meant all southern California. A few Ameri- 

■ cans had been attracted to that field in the early days after it 

Wbecame a part of the United States, but the greater part of the 

population were the mi.xed Mexicans by whom California waa 

first settled. When in Los Angeles, he was about four hundred 

miles from the nearest Methodist preacher. Four hundred mil'ia 

of mountains and desert, a journey of hardships more than once 

undertaken hy the itinerants of those days. Mr. Bland's work 

"being thus early bestowed upon the Southern part of the State, 

it was hut natural that he should fall into that sertiou when the 

conference was divided. Yet we shall see his tracks in many 

parts of the country- even as far off as the Eastern mines of the 

State of Nevada. His robust constitution and zeal for the work 

Ttept him in the field for about forty years, when the strong man 

bpwed himself, the nerves gave way, and he died in this world 

that be might live in a better. His death oecured in San Fer- 

landa, Oct. 27, 181(5. He represented the California Confer- 

jfloce in the general conference in ISfiS. 

On board the " Oregon," from Panama, reaching San Fran- 
No. n, 1S51, came Isaac B. Fish, a transfer from the Ohio 
ce. He was a man about medium size, light complex- 
i, of comely face, though deeply marked by smallpox. Honor- 
gible scars of a faithful ministry*! WTiile laboring in his home 
iference he did not hesitate to gn where this scourge was rag- 
_; in order to minister to the spiritual wants of those afflcted 
pith it. He caught the contagion in its moat virulant form, 
ptd came near dying on acount of it. Mr. Fish was converted 
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when fifteen years of age, and Joined the Ohio Conferencti i» ' 
1848, Hf was but twenty years of age at that time. He labored 
in California, doing faithful a;rvici?, until 1874, when from fail- 
ing health he was given a Eupermunerary relation. In 1880 he- 
was superanuated. His health grew worse, Boftening of the braiit 
net in, and on the 2-Hh day of December, 1884, he passed to hie- 
reward. He was not a great pmaeher, but a good one, doing 
profitable work both aa a pastor and presiding elder. He was for- 
one or more terms superintendent of public instruction in Sierra- . 
Cpunty. His body lies in the cemetery at Wat soft Vilte,"Triitei*' his^ 
widow still resides. 

Along with Mr. Fish came his brother-in-law, George K 
Taylor. Dr. Briggs is anthority for the following story. While 
Taylor was crossing the Isthmus he took the Panama fever and~ 
was very sick. Taken one day on deck in order to get fresh air^ 
lie heard the mate of the vessel say to the sailors, "Take that 
carcass and throw it overboard." It was not of Taylor he spoke, 
but in the delirium of his fever he thought so. It sent a shock' 
through his whole bod}', he resolved to get well, and his im- 
provement was marked from that time. Mr. Taylor was Vittv,. 
sometimes eloquent, nearly always interesting in the pulpit.. 
Was an uncommonly fine-appearing man, large, well propor- , 
tioned, with an intelligent face. Nature had done much to gJvi 
him success in tho ministry. He was prodical of money, and" ] 
careless — to say the best one can — of his business promises. 
This led to serious difRculties and innbarrassments. In 185S lie- 
withdrew from the Church and ministry, and joined the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church. A year or two later he was reordaineJ ] 
by Bishop Kipp, and served as rector for some years. He waa ' 
then deposed from the ministrv for insubordination, and took to ' 
the temperance lectureship. He died some years ago. 

In Octolwr, ISSfi, at the funeral obsequies of John B. Hill, 
Bishop Fowler remarked that it was a great luxury' to bo able- 
to say any good thing one wanted to say about another without 
H fear of anybody thinking it overdrawn. No member of tha- 
California Conference was ever more tenderly loved or more im- 
plicitly trusted than was this man. He was above medium- 
height, spare, of light eomplexion, rather sharp features, and' 
Mich a walker as one rarely finds. He made the journey from i 
Shasta to Weaverville. about forty miles, in one day, and Tfr- 1 
poatfld the performance ever\- four weeks. His speech was ratfaer J 
ulnw. as though each word was carefully weighed before it varf 
given utterance. Without the higher education, he had eo sttt- 
diouely employed his time as to lieeiuue familiar with all di!l)j!K i 
Jtwdcd to make n man effective in the pulpit. , 
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Mr. Hill arrivf.'d in San Francisco, April 15, 1853. He was 
I fcom in Sewark, 'Sew Jersey, in 183S. Reared by a pio'is 
1 mother, he began hie religions life in cbildhooci. Wbeii twenty 
f- jears old he was lioeneed to preach, and sometime afterward wns 
1 admitted on trial in the New Jersey Conference, While yet a 
' probationer be was transferred to the work in California, On 
[ Ihe voyage he 'recame acquainted with Mies Matilda Cosper who, 
I -with her brother, William J. Cosper, was on her way to thin 
^<■ountry. On his twenty-fifth birthday they were married. A 
[ jnore fiithful hnsband and father never blessed a home. After 
1 twenty years of labor in the pastorate and presiding eldership, 
|"he was chosen, according to the iinanimous wish of hie brethren, 
j-to the office of agent of our depositor}-. His pains-taking char- 
acter, and perfect honesty, eminently fitted him for this work. 
For fonrteon years he attended to these duties to the entire satis- 
faction of all concerned, then, all too soon for the Church's good 
"he was called up higher. He died Oct. 5. ISSG. We shall havb 
occasion often to see his hand in the details of church work, 
Ltihurch-building. and in paying church debts. The writer has 
I seen a long statement of an intricate church building enterprise, 
■ l>y which it could be known to all time where every dollar came 
■irom, and where every dollar went, \intil the church was built 
Isnd paid for. If this example had been universally followed 
[iihere had hem\ saved from the Church many doubts and sus- 
cions, which have proved heart aches, if nothing worse, in the 
Ihurch of God. 

William J. Cosper was a transfer from the IS'orth Indiana 

jConfereiice. After lees than one year's work at Mormon Island, 

e was expelled from the ministry. A few years later he joined 

le Oregon Conference, where he did many years of faithful and 

jbeefol work. 

Thu Adrncntn of May 10, 1352, contains the following item 

of news: '■"Nine missionaries of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church arrived on the Tennessee on Monday to labor in the 

bounds o fthe Oregon and California Mission Conference. Rev. 

^A' S. uibbons and lady, Rev. James Hunter and lady, Rev. W. J 

"Haclay, and Re^-. E. Merchant, all from the Baltimore Confer- 

ftioe; Rev, J. Swaney, of the Pittsburg Conference; Rev. J. 

^cHenr}' Caldwell, of the Philadelphia Conference, and Rev. 

"L B, Stieldon. of the Ohio Conference. The following brethren 

ill labor in Oregon, Rev. P- G. Buchanon, jirineipal of Portland 

^cadomy, and Rev. Isaac Dillon and lady. Professor in the Or- 

institute." J. Swaney remained in the work but a shore 

end left but little history to write. In 18(i9, he was in 

^hili, a member of the American and Foreign Church Union, 
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ulso laburing under the auspices of the American Spamen'w i 
Friend Stjciety. He was there imprifonetJ by order of thi> I 
Bishop, but liberatefi through thu interposition of the Prussian I 
ConRul. He was then a member of the Pittsburg Conference, i 
^■h<'iice he had been transferred in 1852. Of W. J. Maclny, we j 
shall epeak further on, while the Oriigon memliers belong not lo- i 
'ihie hiplory. The others we shiill consider in the order named. 

A. S. Gibbons is a fine specimen of a Southern gentleman, 
ilis wife, — she died Nov. 19, 188!) — was a woman of rareTG- 
finement and goodness of nature. They were married on tK'- 
30th jf March and started the aame day for California. Dr. 
Gibbons was bom in Roekinghara Connty, Virginia. Sept. !), 
IS'i'i. His wife was a native of Front Koyal in ihe same State. 
He was converted at a eauip-nieeting when fifteen years old. 
He giMduated at Dickinson, in 1846. Taught for a time after 
graduation, then, in 184!i, joined the Baltimnre Conference. 
His lirBt work was in the now famous Shenandoah Valley. He- 
had Dr. McKendry Riley for a colleague He had to preach 
ns:irly ever}- day of the week. When at the session of his con- 
ferenee in lt^j2, Dr. Durbin asked him to go to California; he 
'lid not hesitate but went. His first work was Benicia, the:' sup- 
posed bv some to be a prospective successful rival of San Fran- 
ciflco. Here he preached in the morning, went to Martinez, 
preached and held a Sunday-school in the afternoon, then went 
lo A'nl'ejo and preached in the evening. Any one acquainted 
with the location of these plaoea will understand the character of 
his '■ liit'aking in " to California work. 

His ne-tt appointment was Columbia. Let him tell of his re- 
ception there: " ,\t that time the people did not, as now, meet 
their pitHor at the depot with a carriage and convey the family 
to the \i ell-prepared parsonage, where dinner is found smoking- 
hot on the table, and where there is a time of general rejoiciuof. 
We carried onr baggage, which wc had with us on the stage, from 
Sonora, three miles "'(much nearer four)" and fonnd our par- 
Bonajic, 12 \ 15. btwrds lined with doth. The only furniture vu 
the lied that Brother Merchant had nccujiied. It consifited of 
Bbout Ifiirteen pnunds of line shavings on the Hiwr. We were 
fortuoHtv enough to find, near the town, a college mate of tninfl, 
and from him 1 borrowed an overcoat, and with that and oar 
pine chavings, we made « verv' comfortable bed until our gooda 
ccu'd b.> brought over the very muddy roads." Dr. Oibbon'i 
further work will appear us we proeeed'with the historj- of indi- 
riihisl churches: it is only necesearj' here to say that moat of hi» 
life ha» bten pase<'(I in the educational department of ministeritl 
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i labor. From 1859 to 1873, these labors were bestowed on fields 
outside the range of this history. 

James Hunter was iilso a Virginian. He was born in Albe- 
marl, Jan. 22, 1834. His father was a prominent Methodist, 
whose house was the hospitable home of the preachers. Of them 
he thus wrote. "O what sacred recollections I have of their visits. 
They were indeed messengers of grace. Their conversation and 
actions were a living commentary on the gospel of our bleesed 
Tjord. 0, how much I loved them. Holy men ! their names I 
reverence. They spoke good words, they gave good advice. Fre- 
quently they placed their hands on ray head and invoked the 
Divine blessing. In their presence I was much affected and of- 
ten wept.'' Under these inflnences he early began his struggle 
with sin, but it was not until he was sixteen years old that he 
was definitely converted. He joined the Baltimore Conference 
in 1848. On reaching California he began at once a vigorous* 
ministry. He was an earnest worker, as well as a sincere Chris- 
tian, and such was his application to the hard conditions of the 
field he had come to, that in ten years he was hopelessly broken 
down. He resided in Petahiiua, where he was greatly beloved, 
. and by their partiality he was for many years their postmaster. 
His health continued to decline, and on the let day of May, 1863, 
he took his departure from earthly relatmns. He was a man of 
medium height, of nervous temperameut, of good mind, of sound 
theological views, rather conservative in all lines of thinking, but 
eminently conscientious and faithful to his moral convictions. 

In February, ISSC, there was a ministerial association in 
Shasta. It consisted of Bbenzer Arnold, presiding elder of Mt. 
I Shasta district. M C. Briggs of Marysville, Elijah Merchant of 
[-■everywhere, for he was financial agent and corresponding editor 
t of the California Christian Advocate, H. B. Sheldon of Shasta, 
F Bev. Martin Kellogg, Preebyterian, just nut in the interests of 
. the home missionary societj' of that church, but destined in time 
to be extensively known as professor and president of the Uni- 
versity of California, and C. V. Anthony, itinerant of Trinity 
1 County and regions beyond. Mr. Arnold talked of Methodism, 
I Dr. Briggs gave us lessons in practical theology, a thing we all 
t needed very much, Kellogg put in ld]idly and fraternal words as 
[they seemed to he needed, the balance — well, they did what they 
[. eould. The association continued over Sunday, for that Sunday 
L was to be raemorabie as the day on which E. Merchant and Mary 
I Arnold were to be united for life, and ifwfts for life. The church 
T was crowded to its utmost capacity. No wonder, for weddings 
I were a great rarity in those days. The |)ridal party, ushered by 
I tlie pastor of the church, inarched'in just before the sermon. 



when Dr. Briggs tied tlie knot, and tlien preached on the text, 
'■ It is nut good for man to Ite alone." A happier wedding partj* 
has been rarely seen. At the conference of 1857, about one year 
and a half after the uveiit described above. Merchant was sent 'o 
Los Angeles, to a society of twenty members, and a 
duiruh that coat $250. It was a bard charge, and yet 
the itinerant's eompliment. As the writer sliook hands 
with him, after the appointments were read out, he exclaimecl, 
" 1 have the best appointment in the conference," It certainly 
was t<t him, for from it he soon took flight for eternal worlds. 
He died at his post of duty. Oct. 25, 1857. His wife and child 
were with her mother in Scott Valley, about as far away as they 
could be and yet be in the same Slate. His son. an infant of n 
few weeks, he never saw. In those days the example of Wesley 
in making brief memoirs was much nearer followed than now. 
As this was the first death ever recorded among the members of 
the California Conference, it will not lie amiss to give the whole 
of it in this place. 

" Elijah Merchant was born of (Jhriefian parents, in Augusta 
County, Virginia, in 1827. was created anew in Christ Jesus ia 
1847, experienced the hleseing of perfect love in ISW, was li- 
censed to exhort and to preach in lH4i>, received into the lialli- 
more Conference on probation, and nppointe<l to Front Roj-a! 
circuit in 1850, appointed to Rockingham circuit in 1851, trans- 
ferred to the California Conference in March 1832, appointed 
the first year to Plumas circuit, the second to Sonora and Colum- 
bia, the third to Sacramento City, the fourth and fifth to the 
agency of the California Christian Advocate, the sixth to Los 
AngelcB, where he fell asleep in October of last year, leaving be- 
hind a youthful wife, and an infant son, that never heard his 
father's voice. He was^ fitudiotis, eminently methodical, an ur- 
bane gentleman, a devout Christian, an instructive preacher, a 
tireless worker, a brave reformer, a faithful friend, and accom- 
plished more in seven brief years than a less earnest man would 
do in seven times seven. He being dead, yet speaketh." 

Henry Bradley Hheldon was born in Mansfield. Ohio, Jan. 
2'i. 1889." He was the son of Harry 0. Sheldon, a memlwr of the 
Ohio Conference. He does not know when he first knew the 
Ixird, for he was led by his mother to an active Christian life 
from his infmiev. He joinwl the Church when eight years of age^ 
He graduated in the full classical course, from the Ohio We»- 
levHD University, in ISfll, and in the same year joined the Xorth 
Ohio Conference. He was yet a probationer when Iransfertvd 
to the California Confotence, His first work was helpiuft 8i- 
nionds cm the Ailriimlf. and prenehing at Mission Holores. At- 
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ter two months he went on the Cache Creek circuit where he 
continued until conference time in 1853. He was then sent to 
the Calaveras circuit. This not only took in the countv of that 
name, but also all of San Joaquin outside of Stockton. Sonic of 
his appointments were French Camp, the crossing of the Cala- 
veras River, Staples Ranch, and at the private residence of ;i 
Mr. Nelson, formerly a Congregational minister, but at that 
lime a farmer on Drv Creek. Bevond these he had all the terri- 
torv he cliose to cultivate. We find him at one time as far awav 
{is Marriposa, helping A. L. S. Bateman, and prospecting for J. 
D. Blain, presiding elder of Sacramento district. At the con- 
ference of 1854, he was married, his wife having come in charge 
of Bishop Simpson. His appointment at that time was to ^larys- 
viJle circuit. He never weait to that charge, — a more inviting 
field caused the presiding elder to send him to Shasta. Thus Mr. 
Sheldon had his name connected with five charges inside of two 
years, and actually did service on four of them. He enjoys the 
distinction of having held the longest unbroken connection with 
the California Conference of any man in the first half century of 
its existence. 3Ir. Sheldon, in his early manhood, was possessed 
of a powerful physique, had a fine voice for either speaking or 
singing, was generous, even magnanimous to his friends and the 
Church, playful because full of life, for which reason he was 
sometimes misjudged for actions performed with no thought of 
wrong. He still lingers among us, feeble, and sometimes sad^ 
but evidently ripening for glory. 

J. ]\rclienry Cahlwell Avas a sprightly, companionable 
man, of florid face, and medium stature. He had Iweii 
wild in his boyhood, and fared hard from his suix'riors 
on board a num-of-war. lie was thoroughly reformed, 
and, through the kindness of a lady, given a college 
education. After he graduated from Dickinson College, 
he joined the Philadelpiiia Ccmference in 1851. One year 
later he arrived in California. He did effective work for aljout 
ten years, when he returned East, continuing in the ministry sev- 
eral years longer. The writer is informed of his death, but not 
of the time or place. 

David Deal must have a worthy place among the pioneer 
preachers. He was a man of strong impulses, but of conscien- 
tious applications of them. This was doubtless true of a boyish 
mistake he made in early life. Svmpathizing with Canada in 
her abortive effort to throw off the British yoke, he was captured 
and taken a prisoner-of-war to England. If in his zeal to help 
others did nothing else for him, it paid him richly in finding a 
wife among those who sought to help the prisoners religiously 
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while "ill durance vilf." Ul- w;is « native of Pcnn sylvan in, 
and waa converted in chiidhond. Tlie wife he fnund in England 
was every way worthy nf the num. He joined the Indiana Von- 
ference in 1849. He arrived in Cfllifornia, Feb. lit, 1852, and 
wae sent iramediatoW to Sonora, where he lived in a tent. Ow- 
ing to the bungling of the freight naan, a stove, quite essential 
to hiH comfort, wae twice passed between Stflckton and San Fran- 
dseo, and then stolen from the wharf in the last-named place. 
Mr. Deal died very suddenly at San Hafael, Aug. 13. 1885. His 
wife died three years later in Sacramento. The following esti- 
mate of the man is in the characteristic wor3s of Dr. Nelson: 
"Brother Deal was a Methodist — true to our economy, careful 
of our doctrine, ready to do the work assigned him. He was al- 
ways on time, always answered to his on name, always had neat 
and comprehensive reports, always took all the collections. He 
knew the business of the conference — quick to see anything 
wrong, ready to make everything right. He was always on some 
committee, never could lie out-voted, often made minority re- 
ports." 

John R. Tansey was one of the pioneers. Just when he ar- 
rived in San Francisco is now uncertain, but it was certainly 
long enough before the yenr closed to give him work during the 
period wc have designated as the pioneer time. He was a native 
of Ohio, born in Highland County, Feb. 21, 1821. He was con- 
verted at (he ageiof fourteen, received into tFie Indiana Confer- 
ence in a claas of twenty-seven, in 1842. In 1814, when the con- 
ference was divided, he hecame a member of N'orlh Indiana 
branch, in which he remained until he came tn California. He 
married Miss Sarah E. Sunderland, in Hockville, Ind., in 19+5, 
He died in Ijob Angeles. June 'iO, I87C \ warm persoiuil 
friendship eontinned through many years, enahles the writer to 
say. that n'more sweet-spirited man could not eaiilv be founil. 
He was a jfcntlcman. a Christian genthman, and all the worfu 
mean. Of fairly good ahilitics, his strong point in succeHsfol 
work was in the influence he privately ixeni-id o\tr men. The 
*anu> words from the pulpit would go with greater force whni 
utt*?red by him than from men of less aftrartive stamp, Benig- 
nitv and grace shone from his Ijeautifully-iliirHOed fnee. HU 
self-poise was wonderful. Xn other answer tliau might have bean 
expected from him was given on his death Ited to the linithcr who 
inquired liow things looked to him. it was in one word, only one 
word, but who except a Christian could soy it ? " Sirenc." Hu 
rc|ire~i*n1('d our conference in Ihe general conference of 1HT2. 

We now turn to consider the pioneer laymen. By this term 
wc do not mean those laymen that came in' the early days witb- 



^ lut religion and found salvation here, nor those laymen who were 
I 'Christians at home and forgot it here, hut those who brought 
r religion with them, and amid all the temptations of this 
! of reckleES living never forgot thoir God, There are more 
I of such than these annals indicate, perhaps some of the most 
'orthy will not he found in this place, and that too for no fault 
f of the writer. Fortunately for them, their record is on high. 
iThey will not l>e forgotten when tlie book of life is opened. All 
[ honor to them ! Even more to be admired for integrity are they 
rthan the early ministers. The occupation of the latter would be 
J'greatly to their advantage in right living, while the occupation 
m-'ot the former was often their greatest snare. 

Daniel L. Ross came arnnnd Cape Horn with Roberts and 
I. Wilbur. He early formed a partnership with Mr, Dempster, 
rwhose very name indicates his Methodistie connections. This 
rfirm of merchants were representative of the fact that liusiness 
I tinder an;i conditions, if honorable and right, can he conducted 
1 by men ol Christian integrity. Ross returned a few years later. 
Ifiempster, if the writer mistakes not, died in San Francisco 
ttnany years ago. Of Hardy and Olover, who joined the first 
l!(jIasB, and seemed ever ready to keep u]) the Methodist Church, 
Pthere can be nothing here added except to mention their names, 
John Truhody was among the first of the pioneers. He 
I reached San Francisco in the Fall of 1848. — according to his 
|xffl-n recollection but Rlihn Anthony is equally positive that he 
Jlte dinner with him, having his tool chest for a table, in the Fall 
[of tB47. However that may lie, he was certainly in San Fran- 
L 1848 giving what help he could to the infant Church. 
His home, and also the temporary home of many preachers and 
their i'amilies, a house still standing on the comer of Washing- 
ton and Powell Streets, has a history which Dr. Briggs mu.'^t 
jive. "He constructed it by beginning at the top and building 
"t downward. .As Washington and Powell Streets were gradu- 
y graded down, the ground was dug out and the house walled 
mder, sior^' by story, till what was originally a one-story house. 
kcame a three-story structure. It was the iirat brick residence 
'a the City." It ought also to be added that ths bricks of which 
) iiii'morahle house was erected were brought around Cape 
Bom through the enterprise of the owner. The ground ne.xt 
"b house he gave to the church. It was here the blue tent wa'^ 
', it was here the church from Oregon was erected, here 
; church that was built during the pastorate of Dr. Briggs 
food, and it is here that the beautiful church of to-day has its 
||oation. Mr. Truhody was born Oct. 14, 1808, in Sutton, 
iteunty of Cornwall, England. He came to America in 1830, 
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married .Tane FaJnier in 1833, bringing his wife with him tr» * 
California. He lived to see nearly fifty years of Methoilism in 
this State, rejoicing in its triumphs, eontrihiiting to its sucoesses, 
enjoying its fellowship, and dying in its faith. 

John Taylor McLean, M. U., came with his brother, Alexan- 
der, by the first steamer that brought paspongers across the Isth- 
mus in 1S4H. He settled first in Santa (.'ruz, where he was super- 
intendent of the Sunday-school. He aftcnrard married in thu 
East, returned, and practiced medicine in Marysville. In IStl ^ 
he was apjiointed by Abraham Lincoln, Siirvt'vor of the port 
of San Francisco. He has been an active member of I'ark Street 
Church, Alameda, for many years. 

.\moiig the most conspicuous memliers of the early CbuR-h in , 
California was Annis Merrill. His memltership in Powell Stret^t 
Church dates from November, 1*^41'. After the death of John 
Trubody he was the patriarch of that historic church. He spran^j 
from an intiuential fandiv in Xew Kngland, and was bom Xov. 
2il, 1810. While a student at the Wilbrahani Academy, tin- 
Saintly Fisk Iwing the princi|i3l, he was winvcrtcd. He wa,* then 
seventeen years of age. Having studied law, he was admitted to | 
the bar before coming to California. He has had more IvgKt 
c-iises I'onnicted with ihe Chureh than any other man in Califnr- i 
nia. For many years he was president of the Board of Tru$tcvfl I 
of the University of the I'ucitic, where bis legal skill was oflen in | 
demand. As a bible-class teacher he was very successful; he j 
thought of his class, prepared for his ciaBs, and won their love. 

While li'chnicnily we must consider Columbus A. I.fiuman as \ 
belonging to the lai^. yet much of his life was passed in the « 
of the ministry. He was ordained a local deacon by Bishop Ame« ' 
at the conference of 18.i.1, and elder by Bishop Janes at the con- j 
ference of 18.57. Durinj; all thosi' years, aiui many 
he presiding elder for pastoral 
s(i-nied lo be a ronneeting 
new. Who conld look upon 
:-s, fcatuns that once wen 
d realize that lie had Inotwd . 
ily remnnberfd how b* i 
if the brief period cor- 
cred by the hiBtor>- of Methodism? As was very natural. hi« last 
years were spent in almost constant retrospection. To him, Bal- 
timore Methodism, was the ideal Christian it;i', tlie moilcl soul- 
saving church. Who that haa attended a eonfercncy love fwitt 
wlien Falher I..eaman was there, and he generally was there, and 
has seen the sparkle of his keen black eyes, as they twinkled from 
beneath his massive eyebrows, has not beard how he waa eon- 
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upon the face of Bishop Asbury, and 

appeared. without a hearty apiireciatii 
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verted when a boy, during the session of the general conference 
in Baltimore, in 181G? Who could begrudge him the esctasy of 
his feelings as he looked over three-quarters of a century to tlie 
happy day that fixed his choice ? His history can only be briefly 
given here. Born in Baltimore, March 8, 1803, he removed to 
Misr^souri before the division of the Church in 1844. He came to 
California in search of a brother, with no idea of remaining 
longer than was necessary for his purpose, but failing in his 
iiearch and becomihg fond of the country, he remained, until 
<leath. Dr. Owen had a gift in getting men to work, and he soon 
had Leaman under the harness. In the fifties, and the sixties, 
he was as much a part of the conference sessions as any of its 
members. When age and infirmaties precluded his further work 
in the ministry, he could not well be kept from the conference 
sessions, and when there he was an example to all in the regular- 
ity with which he attended its business meetings, its anniversar- 
ies, and above all its means of orracc. He nearlv reached the ao^e 
of ninety-five, passing away Oct. 27, 1897. 

Tho preacher's friend forever was Arthur W. Saxe, M. D. 
His professional services always at their command, his purse 
strings WTre always untied for their support, his house was their 
home as long as they chose to occupy it, and last, but by no 
means least, tho parsonage had no warmer friend than his most- 
devoted and faithful wife. Mrs. Saxe's care for the students of 
tl.c I'nivei'sity of the l^acific resulted in the conversion of one of 
ilic ])rnminent members of the California Conference. Dr. Saxe 
w^as a first cousin of John G. Saxe and possessed some traits in 
common with him. He was the soul of any company in which he 
might be placed. His wit and humor made it good for digestion 
to sit at meat with him. When a pastor was sent to them from 
a distant part of the State, he wrote in a spirit not at all agree- 
able, that he must have his expenses sent to him before he could 
be expected to enter upon his work. The official board concluded 
that if his coming depended upon paying his expenses in ad- 
vance he would never come at all. They appointed Dr. Saxe to 
inform him of their decision. He did so by simply referring the 
brother to Job XIV, 14, where he read, "x\ll my appointed time 
will I wait till my change come." The preacher came, was paid 
his traveling expenses, and had no warmer admirer or supporter 
than Dr. Saxe. In '' the Fall of 1850, when the writer became 
his pastor in Santa Clara, Dr. Saxe informed him in presence 
of the official board, that they expected that he, the pastor, should 
do his own preaching. There were plenty of ministers around 
a college, and if the pastor chose he need hardly preach at all, 
but the people would come to hear their pastor, and unless for 
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good reason, he ought to preach. Then, in the coolost i 
posi^ihli', hu said, " Ic-fit the pastor might l»i' ovtT-exaltt'ii by this 
request, he would n'mind him, that the iienplu (if Santa Clara 
jircfcrreil to hear with the ills lliey hail, rather than fly to oth<.Ts 
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1 native of Vermont, whenee he came to Cali- 
fornia in the Spring of 1850. After spending about two years 
in the Southern mines, lie sent for his family, und settled in 
Santa Clara, where he remained until his death, which was very 
sudden, about 1892. His excellent wife followed not long after. 

Just what year witnessed the arrival of Samuel Johnson int'i 
California the writer cannot say, but he is confident he belonge in 
this list. He was for many years the loved superintendent of the 
Sunday-school in Santa Clara, indeed he was only parted from 
that sen'ic'e by death. His greeting to his new jiastor in 18.5!i, 
was substantially as follows; "We have been greatly displeased 
because our former pastor was not returned to us, but you woro 
not to blame, and now that you are here, I propose to .stand by 
you and do my whole duty. I presume you need a little money; 
here is my first installment." So saying, he put a twenty dollar 
gold piece in his pastor's hand. A man of remarkable good sense. I 
,.t wann-her.rted devotion, first lo his (ind and the Church, tben 
to his family, then to his country, he could he relied upin in any I 
emergency to do the right thing, at the right time and in thjj 
right manner. 

Thosr who lived in San Francisco in the early limos would 
he likely |o know something of the prosperou.-j iron manufnctuivr, 
John R. Sims. If they attended Powell Street Church, they 
would se^ him at prayer and other meetings, not only present, 
but doing all he eould to make ihcm interesting. In later yean; 
lie was mtiv( in prmoting Ibe extension of the Cliurcli of bis 
choice. His wife was one of the elect ladios. She died eevemt 
years ago, and he marricil again, bul look good heed that Mh I 
scf-ond wife should Ik> of Ihc «imc mind in regard to the Kinc;- I 
dom of Ood. He was born in Cnrnwnll. England, Aug. I, 1881. 
He was converted when eighteen vears of age. He eame l<i the 
United States in lfi4(). From that lime, this was the land of his 
choice. His loyalty to it never wavered. In the latter years of 
his life he spent much time in the land of his birth, Imt evw «._ 
hifl return he s)X)ke freelv of his preference for .\merica and htr 
institutions. He learnecf his trade in Pennsylvania, and came to 
San Francisco, May a, 18S1, In 1874, without his personal seek- 
ing, he was elected Sujwn'isor of the City and County of Stii 
Francisco. This office has been long kno^vn to Iw one offhe nwwi 
trying on eharneter of any othiT within the gift of the pCHpI-. 
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When he laid down its cares he could say, and did say, none being 
able to contradict him, " I never took a bribe, nor compromised 
my Christian character to my knowledge." Let it be here re- 
corded that he never took customers into saloons, nor resorted 
to other questionable measures to secure patronage. He did good 
honest work at reasonable prices, and this brought all the cus- 
tom he needed to make a fine success in business. When dying 
lie was asked if he was afraid. He answered quickly, " No, 
blessed be God, the Savior, I have served so long, will not desert 
me now.'' He went to the Church Triumphant, Dec. 1, 1892. 
The cause he loved so much was not forgotten when he disposed 
of his property. 

Henry G. Blasdel was a native of Indiana. He had charge of 
a steamboat on the rivers near which he was raised, which fact 
gave him the title of captain. A goodly man, six feet and five 
inches high, with a pleasant intelligent face, a keen penetrating 
-eye, no man in California has borne his age better than he. Led 
to Christ by a pious mother, he has been all his life a Christian. 
Not demonstrative, yet quietly emphatic in his confession of his 
Master, no church where he lives but can count upon his active 
sympathy and aid. He has passed through more vicissitudes than 
most men, but no change has ever come over his purpose to live a 
Christian life. His first successful venture in this land was in 
the produce business in San Francisco. A turn in affairs caused 
his failure. He honorably settled with his creditors and went to 
Virginia City when the mines were beginning to prove valuable. 
Some men in San Francisco advanced the money, and he fur- 
nished the skill to build and run a quartz mill. They were to be 
partners in the results. It was a success, though closed on Sun- 
day. This last fact proving unsatisfactory to his partners, he 
withdrew from the concern at a sacrafice, and built another mill. 
This time he had a distinct understanding that the mill was to 
stop for full twenty-four hours from twelve o'clock on Saturday 
night. " The Hoosier State Mill '' never broke this record — at 
least not while Gov. Blasdel owned it. He became superin- 
tendent of the Potosi mine, and that too was closed on Sundav. 
With it all he prospered. One act of his speaks volumes for Blas- 
del's integrity. At the time of his failure he owed a debt sup- 
posed to be sufficiently secured by a mortgage. But foreclosure 
proved to be insufficient to cover the debt. Among most business 
men this would be considered honestly paid. Greatly to the sur- 
prise of the parties concerned, one day Blasdel walked into their 
jjlace of business and paid them the last dollar, both principal 
and interest. A valuable gold watch they gave him, with this 
inscription, "To Capt. H. G. Blasdel, from a few friends who 
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can appreciatp tnie Christian integrity." Twice he. filled the of- 
fice of Governor of Nevada to the entire satisfaction of all hon- 
est men of all parties. Gov. Blasdel died in August, 1900. 

Seneca Jones was bom in C^anada, where so many of our gooft 
people came from, the date of his hirth being Feb. 14, 181-2. 
Raised by religioun parents, he was early brought into the- 
Church. The vows assumed in boyhood, were always sacredly 
kept. Coming to the United States, he was loyal to his adopted 
eountr}', as he was also to the Church of his choice. He was on& 
(jf ihe charter members of Howard Street Church, and amonz 
its iixosL elTicient officials. His wife was a sister of the celebrated 
evangelist, Edward Inskip. A sturdy veteran in thg service of 
Cliiist, he (lied several years ago much lamented. 

James W. Whiting was born in the City of Buenos Ayres, 
South America, Feb. 28, 1830. His father was bom in Boston 
and his mother in Philadelphia. His father died when he was 
six years old, his mother when he was eleven. He was appren- 
ticed to a sheep farmer by the United States Consul. None of ' 
the promises made him by this farmer lieing kept, he left hink 
and returned to Buenos Ayres. Here he was converted under the 
teiii.'hing of D. D. Lore, the missionary of the Methodist Epi'S- 
copal Church in that City. His conversion occured on a Thurs- 
day evening at prayer meeting. When gold was discovered in 
California, he desired at once to go, Imt was destitute of means. 
The American Consul, who no doubt felt under obligations t<v 
him for not having obliged the sheep fanner to do what he hail 
promised, sent for him and told him that he would get liim n 
place on an American ship as cabin boy at one dollar a month, 
and the ship was going direct to San Francisco, where his con- 
tract would end. This was exactly what Whiting wanted, and 
of course lie came, .\fter a voyage of five months he landed in 
San Francisco on the 13th of September. 1S49. It was Sunday 
morning, and as he passed along the streets he heard a chnnji 
Ml ringing. He went to the place and heard a sermon from tin* 
)tvv. 0. C. Wheeler, pastor of the Baptist Church. Ha an- 
nonnced that a class meeting would be held at the Blue Tent of 
Father White in the afternoon. Wliiting wont and found him- 
self at home, though in a strange land. Taylor soon arrived, ttai 
Whiting joined with him in church work. Being fotid of sing- 
ing, he often stooil by the street preachi-r and helped him call a 
congregation together in that unique way. On the I'Sth day of 
Fubniary, 1850. the day that Whiting was twenty jcnrs «ld. Tay- 
lor gave him a certificate of meniberihip. This is now a preciou 
souvenir kept by it* owner, .\fter spending six months in th* ' 
mines he n'tumed to San Kraneisro, where ha has «inco raided, i 
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Wo liave already seen that he and his wife were among the char- 
ter members of Howard Street Church in 1851. They have re- 
mained in it ever since. They are now the only ones of the 
original number there. As a member of the official board, as 
Sunday-school superintend on t, and as a participant of the regu- 
lar means of grace, t]:e duirch hm^ never had a more faithful 
•communicant. He rei)resented the laymen in the general con- 
ference of 1896. 

. J. M. Buffington was in Stockton teaching a bible-class be- 
fore the dose of the year, 1849. He was Mayor of the City when 
the conference was held there in 1855. A box filled with 
Caughey's " Miscellanies " was placed in the conference room 
^nd each preacher and probationer was requested to take a copy 
with the compliments of the Mayor. He was afterward a prom- 
inent official member of Howard Street Church, and still later 
of Central. His last years were spent in Oakland where, as else- 
where, he was active in church work. He took a lively interest 
in the welfare of the worn-out preachers, and other conference 
claimants, going from church to church urging these claims, and 
taking up collections and subscriptions therefor. So successful 
was he in that work that one vear the conference had more than 
was needed to meet all the reasonable claims on this fund. His 
death, which occurred several years ago, was greatly mourned. 
He was bom in Sommerset, Mass., Feb. 15, 1815. In 1844 he 
married Miss Marv W. Eddv. He was on the school boards of 
"both Stockton and San Francisco. He was president of the Y. 
M. C. A. of Oakl?ind, at a time when his services were of great 
Value. 

William B. Perkins was one of these pioneers. He was long 
and favcxrablv known as an official member of Howard Street 
Church. He was a native of Devonshire, England, and came 
when very young to Prince Edwards Island, where he was reared. 
He departed this life, much lamented, Nov. 1, 1894. A younger 
brother of his, though a later arrival, still lives to help on the 
t^alise of Christ. C. B. Perkins is one of the well-known mer- 
cnants of San Francisco. For many years superintendent of the 
Simpson Memorial Sunday-school, of which church he has also 
been an official member and leader of the young people. He 
represented the laymen in the general conference in 1892. 

It would be a great pleasure to give in this place more deii- 
nite information of Judge Hester, who in the early days was so 
helpful to the church in San Jose, and who took such a lively 
interest in establishing our schools. In 1851, he was Judge of 
the District Court, and had Santa Cruz in his jurisdiction. Dur- 
ing the session of the court in that place, he made his home with 
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my brothtv, and thus we liecnine ncqnaintoil. He was a amult " 
spare man, quiet in mannpr, yet affable anrl pleasant, he was an 
excellent i-pepimra of a Christian lawyer. He died many yeai-s- 
ago. 

Lorenzo Wangli eame here across the plains in 1852, He was 
a member of the Missouri Conference at the time, but was not . 
transferred. His certifieate of location was received some timo- ' 
after he reached this State. He lias remained in the local rank* ' 
since that time. He was born near Greenbrier Biver, in Vir- 
ginia (now West Virginia), August 28, 1808. He de- 
clares that lie does not know the taste of any kind 
of alcoholic drinks. To save the children from liquor- 
and tobacco has been the great object of his life's work. He wus 
converted before he was sixteen, licensed to preach in 1832 while- 
teaching school, and for a few months was on a circuit as aa- 
sietant preacher, but was received on trial in the Ohio Conferene« 1 
before the close of that year. He was ordained Deacon by Bishop ' 
Andrew in 1835, and received into full connection. The samo 
year he was transferred to the Missouri Conference. In 1837. 1 
was a raisfiionary to the Shawnees, in Indian Territory. The 
ne^t year he was ordained Elder by Bishop Soule, In 1843, he 
married Miss Clarissa Jane Edsall, who made him a most ex- 
cellent wife. When the division of the Church took place he re- 
fused to join the Southern branch, nor yet to leave the State. 
But amid great dangers and privitions toiled on nntil his health ' 
hogan to fail him in 18.il. when he decided to come to California. | 
This he nccomplislied the next vear. Father Waugh has written 
an autobiography, which is full of thrilling events as one muRt 
readily see upon a moment's reflection. Tt is a far more Import- 
ant eonlribution to history than many suppose. Since deceased. 

Richard Dovey — Father TVivey as he was lone known among 
his ncighlwrs — was bom in England in ITJt.'i, He was raiaed in 
the national church of which his father was an olficial member. 
Being couvarled in a Wesleyan chapel, he became a member of 
that chur(h. and soon a class leader and local preacher. All his 
life he was characterized by a wroking spirit. He was one of 
those who labored with no expectation of remuneration or honor. 
In 18.SI he married Miss .Tane Young, a faithful and darotad 
Christian like himself. Twelve years later tbcv came to Amerio* 
w'ttliiig Rr*! in Missouri. Here" he wroughF for the Master until 
in I80I he stari'-d for Oregon, but turned to CairTomia. In tlw 
Fall of 1K58, ho settled in Orcen Vallcv. where he siH'rit the bsl- j 
ancc of his days. His wife di(<d in 18fi4. His record is w«li. 
known in .Sonoma County, and his quaint and wis4> sayinffg ai« 
i-areifully treasured in the hearts of his pastors and feMow CSiri*^ 1 
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rtians. He richly deservtis a more I'xtt'inied notiot'. In old agr, 
I with a halo of glory flbout him, this .eaint went to W with thr 
[ Savior he so arflently loved and so faithfully served: 

Isaac Hilman was born in Yermont, Ajiril 17. 1797. Hi- 
I was converted when a small boy, and remained faithfn' to his 
rearlv vows until death. He came to California fnini Troy. N'. 
' T., 'iSol or l,8o2. Having returned to Troy, he married Mieii 
Ahajfail Dibble, .'an. 1-i. 1853, und was affain in California on the 
first day of June of that year. Tliey raise*! a family of very 
useful members of the Church, who live to walk in their fool- 
Joseph Hilma.n, a son by a fonner marriage, whs long 
^own as a great worker in the Church of Troy. Father Hi!- 
id'b devotion to what he belit'ved to be right, brought him into 
e forms of ex cent ri city. But if he vaf peculiar, he certainly 
ng^ to God's peculiar people, niul must be counted among 
e who esteemed nothing gaineii that was obtained at the 
icrifice of principal. He died a member of Central Church. 
■■Saa Francisco, Xov. 20, lS7f). His wife survived him several 
lyears, a benediction to her children and the Church. 
I Captain Andrew Nelson was a native of Sweeden, born in 
I i8?4. He came when young to America where he was converted 

■ -and became a member of the Methodist Epi6co])al Church. He 
J.was early a member of tho Howard Street Church, and up to the 

■ time of his death one of its inoet generout^ supporters. As others 
Keft that church he inereased his contributions, and rpinained 
■Vith it. He and Captain Goodal were for a time associated in 
Raaiigation enterprises, and afterwards he was with Captain An- 
JSerBon in the same busiuess. The latter named is a well-known 

Methodist also, and a useful member of Grace Church. 

It is difficult to decide what churches are entitled to be called 
?J)ioneer. Our rule is to class all churches under that head which 
i a separate existence, or were the heads of circuits, prior to 
! conference of 1853. But even that rule may not now be 
«ily followed. We venture to name the?e, in addition to those 
idy mentioned, Grass Valley, Sonora, Columbia, Plaeerville, 
md Santa Clara. 

We have seen that near the spot where Grass Valley now 
snda. Dr. Owen preached on the first Sunday he spent in. Calt- 
l^mia. The iie\t year services were conducted in that mining 
) by a local [jreacher of the Church South, also by Father 
n, and K. R. Dunlap who became, by appointment of Ow- 
e first pastor of the Church. This was in January, 18.5^. 
B regular appointments were, Grass Valley every Suday mom- 
? at elei'en o'clock. Rough and Heady — where at the time wa^i 
! large town and larger society — at three o'clock, and New 
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Town — H-lifrever tliut Jtiay have bf^ii — -hi thf L'VCTiing at fix 
o'clock. This necet^sitated a walk of fifteen milps and three wr- 
mons every Sabbath. Dunlap rlitl it, and others did as niiicli. 
In May, i>unlap was sent to do jHoni'cr work further up tin- 
Sierras, ffhile .1. D. Blain. just out from Xen- Jersey, toiik 
charge of Grass Yallvv. It is iirohalik' that during his pantorati- 
the first church was cm-tud. The conffretiec of l(*5;t appointed 
II. A. llrvdcn to this change. In 1KJ4, J. B. Hill.- U't him tell 
Ihf lundition of things at that time. " Whun we went to Grass 
Vitllcy r.'bruury, J8.5-i, Ihu church property was without a fencr. 
The parsonage was well toward the north wide. It was one story, 
unpainted, unpajiered, hut I think was lined with chith. A 
portion of it was built into tlie now parsonage, rear end. A 
poifh extended the width of the hoiise in front. Ttic snow had 
crushed down tlie covering of the poarch. The church was u few 
feet— jterhaps twenty or thirty- — to the south. The church was 
made of hroad hoards, upridit and battened. But the boards 
were r..u>idemi.l\ wiirprd, in'iil [..iiils uiicovcri'd. The floor was 
also of l.iimd Imui.I-. Miiiu-ii-ion.-. >,r .-Imrch SU.\5il feut, with 
a t\w\\-' liir.i ifiliiiL; Willi- ImuiI ;iiid im])crcd. No paint or 
while«-)i-li, ii> [ iviiirjiibvr, <-u rlu' nul-ide. Betwei-n Uie church 
anil ptirsonage, and quite near my bedroom window, was tlie 
bell. It WHS a good bell weighing four or Rw iiundrcd pounds. 
It was raiwil u foi>t or so fntm the ground, and arranged to Im 
nutg. pver and back by hand. Tlie hell was frwuicnlly. on occa- 
sion 'if a nuirrirtge in town, giilhcred up Ity a crowd >)f ineu iir 
boys, put into a wagon, hauled ofT. and made to parlieipaie iu 
i-harivii-i ninsie. It wonid fretpiently Im' ponndi-d wilh rocki 
or hummers, and sometime? be left abroad." This dcseiiptiflia | 
of the church and parsonage .is of inti'rest, not because these I 
buildings were e.Nceptionally rough, for prol)ahly this outfit for 
ehurch work was k-((er ihini Ibe .iverafre of linil day. hut becauise 
it gives an opjinituiiiTy id -ii'iot; "hut was atlainable in the 
fluctuating cDuilitioji id Hie |)n{iidniioii. imd the enormoua ex- 
pense that ert'en a ehcap building' involved. 

•Hie church whidi Mr. Hill found was given to the public I 
for school purposes, and a new church soon erected whica waa 
superior to almost any other in the mines. It did valuable 8 
vice for the Church during more than a quarter of a wntliry. 
When Hill left the charge in 185fi, there were 8ixty-fi\-e members 
in full connection, six probationers, and four liKal preadiere. 
Therp were fifty-five Biholars in the Sunday-school. They paiii 
the paator $1,300. and their properly was valued at $7.00o' Tbo 
Tianie of the charge was cliauged in 1850, Rough and Ready i 
drupcd from tlie title, though no doubt the place was still r'iaited j 
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for many years after by the pastors of Grass Valley. That year 
J. E. Tansey was pastor. In 1857, I. B, Fish. In 185), J). 
Deal. In 1861, W. J. Maclay. In 1862, K. A. Hazen. In 
1863, J. A. Bruner. In 1864, H. K. Hartwell. In 1865, C. H. 
Xorthrup. This year was noted by one of the greatest revivals 
ever known in the mines np to that date. In 1866, J. N. Martin. 
In 1868, C. y. Anthonv. In 1870, W. Peek. A new church had 
been needed for sonie time, and now the societv set at work to 
build the present edifice. Before it was finished Mr. Peck was 
taken for the district, and G. Newton was appointed in 1872v 
During his pastorate the church was tinisluHl. In 1874, W. Mc- 
Pheters. In 1875, T. S. Dunn. In 1876, J. L. Trefren, In 
1877, W. R. Gober. In 1880, G. (). Ash. In 1883, M. D. Buck. 
In 1886, C. McKelvev. In 1889, A. H. Xt^dham. In 1892, 
J. P. Macaulev. In 1896, E. K. Willis. In 1897, there were 
320 members in full connection, ten probationers, and five local 
preachers. There were 511 scholars in the Sunday-school. Thev 
paid the ])astor $1,500. The presiding elder $120. Bishops $40u 
One church, valued at $13,000, one parsonage, valued at $1,500. 
Raised for missions $211. 

The first Protestant church erected in Sonora was dedicated 
November 23, 1851. This was by the enterprise of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South. The first appointee to this field by 
our Church, was E. Merchant. The })recise date of his going 
there cannot be ascertained, but it is certain it must have been 
in 1851 or at the very beginning of 1852. In March, 1852^ 
D. Deal was on the ground and at work. Xo doubt he and Mer- 
chant divided the work between them. Merchant confining his 
labors to the Columbia end of the circuit. Springfield was a 
town between Sonora and (.olumbia, it seems to have fallen tO' 
Deal's part of the charge, for he reported the dedication of a new 
church there on May 16, 1852. There were thirty-three members 
on the whole charge at that time. The Advocate of June 24, 
1852, cont-ains an account of a church dcnlicated in Sonora, date 
not given. The church was 35x40, and cost $3,300. It was 
finished in twelve days from the l^eginning of the work. That 
church still stands, though it has passed through many revisions 
since David Deal rushed it to completion. In 1854, Columbia 
and Sonora are together and J. W. Brier was pastor. In 1855 
it was coupled with Jamestown and I. B. Fish was pastor. In 
1856 it stands alone with Fish still in charge. That year there* 
were fifty commimicants on the work. In 1857, H. J. Bland. 
In 1858,*^ J. McH. Caldwell. In 1860, E. A. Hazen. In 1862", 
I. X. Mark. At this time Columbia was added. In 1864, Sonora* 
and Chinese Camp had L. Walker for pastor. In 1865, Colum- 
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Itin in aiUlnl and (5. D. Pinco «-ms WalkprV Hssistanl. In iSl 
T. P. WiiUame. In 186?. G. Lavkin. Pupplv. In ISiiS. J. M, 
Canipl)ell. In IPIIJ, K. A. Wihie. In 1872, li. M. Kirklmi'I, 
a siipph-. The next year the place nas left without even a Bup- 
plv. Nor was there anv report of it in the minutes of 187i. 
In 18T5, W. J. Sheehan. In 1870, K. Jacka. In 1877, A. 0. 
Hamnl. In 18811, J. J. Cleveland. In 1881. H. T. Sterrctt. 
In 1832, a. Urkin. In ISHS. C. P. Jones. In 18^.3. R. Taylor. 
Colninbiii and Jamestown had long lieen neo;!ei.'twl. thouL-li 
S<nilsbvvi!k' had kvn added to the chargi'. Mr. Taylur took in 
all these places and worked with a neal that stave sueeess. Iii 
1887. W. P. S. Dunnin. In 1888, ]■'. K. Baker.^ In KS8'.i. 1>. W. 
Calfec. In ]8!H, I.. P. Walker. In 189^, J. Appleton. U\ 
16(13, W. Biirehett. In 1894. f. H. Darlin};. In ISfKi. W. T. 
Cnniow. He was rea]i]K)i nted in 18!I7. .\t that time there wero 
twenty-seven memhers in full conneetion, two p^^hationer^. ami 
ninety-five scholars in the Snndav-sehool. They had twi> 
churches, valued at $2,.>0<i. One parsonagi>. valued at $750. 
They paid the pastor «710. The presiding ehler *yo. The 
bishops ?.'!, Raiw'd Tor inissions $10. 

The histoi7 of {'olumliia is for the most part identical with 
that of Sonorn. Sonora had the advantajp- i>f Iwinj; the Countv 
fScat. whili' Coliinilita was hnilt on minin-r ■.'round, imd in liilio. 
when the region aroiiml was worked out. and Ihe population hail 
greatly diniinisheil, the ground was more- vulua'ile for mining 
than for hcuses, A Chureh was organized here hy IC. Merehunt 
in 1B52. Just when the first thureh was built eannot now I* 
determined. A. S. llihbens was appointed in 18.>.3. In 1854 it 
WHS with Sonora. In l.s.'i.'i il was alone with X. Iteasoner ns pa^ 
lor. The ri']iiirf of 18.")() siniw> forty inemU'rs. seven probation- 
ers, one ifwal pn^aclier, ninetv-one scholars in Sundav-Pchool. 
They paid Ihe pastor *1 .3.V). that year (1. B. Taylor was pastor. 
Init reiiminiil only n t-hort tinu'. Probably the care of the Church 
then fell to the [lastor at Sonora. In 18,i7, Henr>- Baker. In 
18Sn it was supjilied, hnl hv whom is now nnknown. In 1860. 
J. Pcttit. In I8fi3. it was with Sonora. In 1864. it was again 
alone wiih J. W. .Stump pastor. In 18(i5, it was blended with 
Sonora never again lo stand alone. After several years the vory 
name diBap}teflrs from the minutes, though it has always rewived 
more or less attention from the pastors at Sonora. 

In the early days, an act of vengence from the court of jndse 
lAnch, saddled (he name of Hangtowni to a mining camp in tne 
Connty of El Dorado. A letter taste supplanted it by the titlft 
of Placerville. It iK'longed at first to a large circuit of which 
Oolonia was the principle r"int. Jacob Speck arrived in the 
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place in tTuly 1850. He found on tlie first Sunday a company 
of Christians holding a prayer-meeting. He joined himself to 
them, and, being a local preacher, began at once to hold services. 
He soon organized a Churcli, made up of those formerly c;>n- 
nected with several denominations. A. L. S. Bateman arrived 
and took charge in the spring of 1851. Speck acted as assistant 
I)astor. Mr. Bateman reported in the Advocate of Xovember 
()th that a church had recently been dedicated in Placerville. 
I. S.Diehl followed Bateman.' In 1853, B. F. Rawlins. In 
1854, G. B. Taylor. He was reappointed in 1855, but after his 
wife's death, he left the charge, W. Hulbert taking up the work 
until 1856, when J. McH. Caldwell succeeded hini. Then the 
membership was fifty-two. Church ])roperty valued at $2,000. 
In 1858, 11. C. Benson. In 1859, \V. Wilmot, who had a supply 
to assist him, though the name of the supply is not given. In 

1860, A. Bland. This inarks the period of building. In March , 

1861, the contract for a new brick church was let, to cost $12,- 
450. Doubtless it was finished before the close of Bland's ad- 
ministration. This church is still in use. In 1861, J. W. Ross. 
In 1862, T. S. Dunn. In 1864, J. H. Maddux. In 1867, D. 
Sutherland. He died in January of the next year, and P. Y. 
Cool served the balance of the year. In 1868, D. A. Dryden. 
In 1869, J. E. Wickers. In 1871, R. W. Williamson. In 1872, 
H. B. Sheldon. In 1875, Q. J. Colin. In 1876, W. H. Hughes. 
In 1879, S. C. Elliott. In 1880, B. F. Taylor. Tn 1882, J. H. 
Wythe, Jr. In 1884, R. E. Wenk. In 1887, J. W. Buxton. 
In .1888, F. E. McCallum. In 1890, J. Young. In 1892, W. 
E. Miller. In 1893, S. M. Driver. He was suspended from the 
ministr}^ some months before the next conference, and G. A. 
Miller, supplied the work. Mr. Miller was the son of Martin 
Miller, a former member of our conference. In 1894, J. B. 
Ruter. In 1896, C. S. Morse. In 1897, J. T. Murrish. The 
history ends with sixty-five meml^ers in full connection, four 
probationers, and 100 scholars in Sunday-school. A church 
valued at $4,000, and a parsonage valued at $2,000. They paid 
the pastor $880. Presiding elder $i^C^. Bishops $2. Raised for 
missions $15. 

Santa Clara does not appear in any published list of appoint- 
ments until 1853. Still the writer knows that in the late sum- 
mer of 1852 there was a Church and pastor there. Soon after 
the arrival of W. J. Maclay in the spring of that year, he took 
charge of the Church in San Jose, leaving his brother Charles 
to tlie charge of Santa Clara. He almost immediately began to 
Iiold meetings, in which he was assisted by Wm. Roberts of Ore- 
gon. The result was a revival of considerable interest. On the 
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2Tth day of June in that year a church was dedicated, E. Ban- 
nister preaching the sermon. The church was 36x40, with a roof 
projecting three feet beyond the wall. It was built of adobes, 
and cost $6,000. It would comfortably seat about 300. This 
is probably the only adobe church ever built by the Methodists 
in California. Blessed memories, upon the part of many, center 
in that plain earthen church. In 1853, W. Hulbert. In ISo-r,. 
X. P. Heath. In 1855, J. Daniel. In 1856, R. B. Stratton. 
In 1858, W. S. I>niy. In 1859, C. V. Anthony. In 1860, J. B. 
Hill, lie Remained two years and during that time the present 
church edifice was erected. It was begun in the summer of 
18(51, and was 50\80 feet. The basement was soon finished sa 
as to iKvonie the ])lace of public worship. The whole building 
was completed so as to Ix? dedicated by E. Thomas, October 28, 
1S(;(). Ill 18()*^, M. ('. Briggs. Another revival, one of great 
])ower, blessed the Church that year. In that ingathering, two 
nu'U werc^ converted, who afterward l)ecame members of the con- 
ference, in 1863, J. T. Peck. In 1864, T. H. Sinex. In 1867, 
J. A. Bruiier. In 1870, J. H. Wvthe. in 1872, Q. J. Colin. In 
1875, K. R. Dille. In 1878, W. Dennett. In 1881, M. D. Buck- 
in 18S3, (i. Clifford. In 1886, J. P. Macauley. In 1887, M. C. 
Briggs. In 188J), E. E. Dodge. In 1892, A. H. Needham. In 
1895, H. B. lleacock. The statistics for 1897 are as follows: 
^lenibers, 174. Probationers, seventeen. Jjocal preachers, two. 
Scholars in Sunday-school, 111. One church valued at $15,000. 
()n(» parsonage, valued at $'^*,000. Paid pastor, $1,400. Presid- 
ing elder, $70. Bishops, $22. Bai.sed for missions, $160. 
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1853. 



The First Conference. 



It was a great event when a ^lethodLst Bishop visited Cali- 
fornia. It was a greater event wlien an annual conference, 
properly officered and constitutionally organized, was held on the 
Pacific Coast. Xothing like it had ever been m}en in American 
Methodism. All other annual conferences had l)een contiguous 
to other like organizations, but here was ^^n annucil conference 
well neigh two thousand miles from any othur. The bishop came 
in due time. In liis first sermon he set an example to all bish- 
ops and presiding elders — he wont where most needed. He 
preached in Happy Valle\' school house, January 24, 1853. In 
coimectiou with that service he baptised a child, probably the 
first ever received into covenant relations with the Church. The 
Native Si^ns and Daughters wero already coming. The confer- 
<?nce regularly convened on the 3d day of February. A custom 
now invariabh' observed, though then sometimes omitted, charac- 
terized the opening session. The Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper was administered. S. D. Simonds called the roll, and 
M. C. Briggs was elected secretary. We shall hot follow the 
business of the conference in detail. Let us first look at the 
statistics. Thirty-one charges made reports at this time. This 
is conclusive proof that we have not yet considered all of the 
pioneer Churches. We shall do all we can to give this honor to 
whom it belongs in each case as it comes in its own order.. The 
fl^gregate of members in all these charges were: 1,334 in full 
connection; 115 probationers; and forty-seven local preachers. 
The largest membership was reported from Santa Clara, 140. 
The smallest from Contra Costa, nine. There were twenty-eight 
Sunday-schools; 143 officers and teachers, and 662 scholars of 
all ages. There were twenty-six Churches and ten parsonages. 
Value not given. Kaised for building and improving church 
property $80,587. 

Looking now at the person?} el of the conference, we find that 
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besidee those (lirejidv nanieJ, tliero were B. F. Hflwiine, WilliRtn 
Wilmot, William S. Turner, Kiiwarti A. Hazen, and John Dan- 
iel, these all by transfer. Warren Oliver whp received on cer- 
tificate (if location. The following were received into full con- 
nection: E. Sfen-hant, J. McH. Caldwell, B. F. Eawlins, and 
D. Deal, J. B. Hill belonged to that class, but for some reason 
— we may be sure a good one— he was not present. J. W. Brier 
and A. S. Gibbons were ordained elders. Elihu Anthony and C. 

A. Leatnan were ordained local deacons. The following were 
continued on trial : J. Rogers, J. B. Hill, W. S. Turner, and H. 

B. Sheldon. Three were received on trial, R. R. Bunlap reeoin- 
mended from Downieville, John Benham and Joseph Pettit. 
both recommended from llHrk-rt Street Church. W. .7. Slaclay 
and A!e.\-ander McI,K!an were discontinued nt their own request, 
the first on accoimt of ill health, the second for the purpose of 
attending school. So, at the close of conference, there were 
twenty-eight meml>ers in full connection, and seven probation- 
ers. 

In looking at the men not heretofore considered, the chief 
place of interift must lie awardwl to John Daniel, He arrived 
with bis wife and two daughters about the 20th of L>ecembcr, 
I8.i2, but, if the writer mistalces not, look no work until the con- 
ference session, \ man to be loved was hi;. His plain, rathpr 
homely face, became beautiful on close acquaintance. His coun- 
tenance liore a striking resemblance to the pictures of Dr. Ben- 
son, the celebrated English commentator. He was spare, ulightly 
Ix'nt, sharp features and heavy eyebrows. His voice was pleftBOnt 
and at times powerful. On beginning a sermon he was slow and 
measured, but as he warmed up with his theme- hie ideas and 
words came more freely, and he held his congregation with an 
all absorl>ing interest. He appealed but little to the sentiments 
of his hearers, it was mainly thought, clear and strong, that 
treated so deep an attention. He brought nothing but beaten 
gold into the sanctuary'. Nor were his sermons less practical 
iban logical. He fed his flock like a shepherd. In private con- 
versation he was edifying, instructive, entertaining, and cheer- 
fid. Happy the people that had him for pastor, happy the pu- 
tor who bad him among his people, even down to old age anil 
fefblenct*. Mr. Daniel had made a good record as a preaeher 
of about twenty years standing l>cfore he left Indiana. He had 
Ailed some of the iKVt appointments, and had represented hb 
conference in the general conference of !8-'i2. He was bom in 
Philadelphia, May 27, 1R07. His mother was a Qnakereac, and 
until Iwr death spoko the "plain language" and droseed in 
Quaker style. Having married out of the society, ami not being 
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willing to say she was sorry, she wus ilieowned by them, and 
became a Methodist. To the training of such a mother the- 
Church was indebted for a most gifted and faithful minister. 
He was converted at the age of twenty, and when twenty-one 
he entered the conference. At the age of twenty-three he mar- 
ried Miss Huldah K. West at Xew jVlbany, Indiana. She became' 
a mother in Isreal. 

Mt. Daniel's health began to fail soon aft#r he reached 
California, ' and for eighteen years he was alternately on the- 
puperannated list and in the effective ranks. In 1870 he became 
permanently disabled for pastoral work. His last residence 
was in San Jose, where, in 18S0, he and his wife celebrated their 
golden wedding. On the 18th of October of that year he went 
home. His widow made her home with her daughter Mrs- 
Heman .\. Saxe, until her death, which occurred February 24, 
1889. The following estimate of this good man is from the pen 
of Dr. BeneoD, his old-time friend and co-laborer in the Hoosier 
State. No one who know him wil! think it overdrawn. " As a- 
preacher he was clear, forceable and spiritual. In the meridian 
of his strength he ranked with the ablest pulpit men in Indiana. 
His style was chaste, his rhetoric almost faltless, and his elocu- 
tion excellent. He read only the best hooka, treasuring up what 
he read. In prayer he had great gifts and wonderful power. He 
talked with God as one living in constant eommjuiion with Him... 
His presL-nce in the Church, whether at preaching or prayer- 
meeting, was both a benediction and an inspiration to his pastor 
and his brethren. As he advanced in years his spirit grew sweet, 
earnest and affectionate. He had his conversation in Heaven," 
A new laborer now ajjpears in the person of Edward A. 
Hazen. He was a native of the State of New York, converted 
when a lad, raised in Indiana, a student for a time in Asbury,. 
joining the North Indiana Confereince in 1848, waa ordained an 
elder in 1852, and the same year was transferred to the Califor- 
nia Conference. He arrived in San Francisco in December. 
He remained in the regular work until 1885, when he was par- 
tially paralysed. He continued to preach occasionally until his 
death, March 25, 1895. He was alone when he died, at least 
no human being held his hand as he waded the stream of death. 
He retired to his room in a lodging-house in Oakland at the 
usual hour at night, but was found in " the sleep that knows no 
waking" the ne.xt morning, A pleasant smile was on his face 
as of one who had just met a glad surprise. 

B. F. Rawiins came as a probationer. He did most efficient 

[ work but only for about two years. His wife's health was poor,. 

r and she found no relief, but rather aggravation oi her disease,. 
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-in California. Having tried in vain both mountain and valley, > 
he was advised by her physicians to leave at once, as the only 
way of savinff her life. If all who have left us, for fields where 
less needed, had as good a reason for going as he, we should 
liave no occasion to complain. Dr. Hawlins has made quite a 
brilliant roc-ord in the East. 

William S. Turner was a probationer in the Snutheast Indi- 
ana Conference at the time of his transfer. He started for Cali- 
fornia in September, but owing to the crowded condition of the 
fiteamers he was delayed en rantr, and so did not reach Sail Fran- 
cisco imtil January 6, 1S53. His first appointment was Diii- 

■ mond Springs, a mining town near I'lace^^'ille. \Vm. Wilmol 
Jiad. preached there a tew times previously, but no society \w^ 
been organized imtil Turner's arrival. There was neither church 
nor parsimage in the place, hut he left hoth when the year wtu 
out. Best of all there was a gracious revival of religion, result- 
ing in forty conversions, among which were four men wjio after- 
ward became preachers. This charge which had so l)rillia]it a ' 
beginning, never had any further separate existence. It was 
always after a mere appendage of Placerville, Coloma or eonio 
other charge. 

Great as was Jlr. Turner's succ-ess in Diamond Springs he 

.met with an irreparable loss while there. His wife. Mrs. Ann 
S. Turner, dy-d June 1, 1S53, leaving him with an infant stin, 
i^he was the daughter of John Cowgill, of (Jreencastle, Indiana. 
He was m lawyer of considerable standing, she of high education 
and refinement, and a great help toiler husband. Mr. Tumvr 
was born in Jerae>' Shore, Pennslyvania, May 28, 1826. He 
was converted at the age of fourteen. He graduated in Asbury 
University, June, IS-TS. He was a man of conmianding appear- ' 
ance, a good scholar, a close thinker, and a more than avera^ I 
forceful speaker. He represented our conference in the general * 
(tonferenee of 18T(i. A bronchial trouble had followed him for 
years, largely diminishing the measure of his success, and owtiiff 
to that fact he took a transfer to the Columbia River Confereiici» 
in 1879. Hen-' he did effective work until about 189r>, when in- 
creasing infirmaties compelled him to take a superanuated lela- 
lion. In 185(i he married Miss Beeclier, a cousin of the cele* 
hnitcd I'lymoulh preacher. He now lives near Spokane Palls. 

Williiim Wilmot arrived almut Decemljer 20, 1852. He ttA» \ 
a transfer from the Itock River Conference. He was an Englisl)- 
man by binh. In 1856 he returned to the Atlantic States, 
attended Conconl Biblical Institute, returning in 1858. In 
ISfil ho located. 

R. R. Dunlup was received aa a probationer at this oonter> ] 
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once. He held a certificate of location from the Church South, . 
but at that time the most friendly relations did not exist be- 
tween the two Methodifems, and Dunlap came in on his recom- 
mendation from the Downieville Circuit, a charge he had been 
serving under the presiding elder of Sacramento District. He • 
was born in Pennsylvania in 1823. When about twenty years 
old he joined the Missouri Conference. Having located from his - 
conference, he came to California in 1850. From the first of 
his life in this State, while kindly disposed toward the ministers 
and members of the Church with which he was connected in 
Missouri, he resolved to work with and for the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. !Mr. Dunlap was a man of but moderate education, 
but of sound mind and more than average talents as a preacher. 
He did hard work on hard charges. In a letter to the writer he- 
calls himself " a watch dog.'^ Such he was in a very good sense. 
He could never tolerate novelties in Wesleyan theology. The 
form of sound words he not only maintained in his own teaching, . 
but insisted that every Methodist preacher ought to do the same 
thing. An incident will not only show his shrewdness, but con- 
vey to the reader's mind an idea of the carelessness with which 
examinations were managed in those days. At the conference 
session of 1858 he was appointed to examine the class of deacons 
in the studies of the third year. The writer was a memfe^r of" 
that class. In the list of studies of that year was the elementary 
work on logic by Dr. Hedge. Mr. Dunlap conducted the exami- 
nation. Without the least haste or appearance of embarrass- 
ment he proceeded to ask his questions. They were plain and 
simple enough for anybody to understand, but we noticed that 
he paused between questions long and carefully, sometimes turn- 
ing a leaf, and then turning it back again before the question 
came out. To a nervous person the examination might have been • 
annoying, but he managed to keep us at ease untiFlhe last page ^ 
was turned and the last question asked. Then he closed the book, 
threw it upon the table, and with a hearty laugh said "I know 
more about logic now than I ever did before." Though this 
may have been his first lesson in logic it was the unanimous 
opinion of the class that he had examined us well. While labor- 
ing at El Monte, near Los Angeles, he became acquainted with 
Miss Maddux, who had been converted under his ministry, they 
were married. In 1870 he located, though he supplied work 
under the elder afterward. In 1880 he went to Washington, 
in the bounds of the Columbia River Conference, where he has 
done more pioneer work in the ministry, but in the same manner 
we first foTind him, as a local preacher. As we have seen, two* 
other probationers were received at this time. They were both? 



I 120 FIFTY YEARS OF JtETHOD[SM. 

reeommended by the little society in the Happy Valley school 
house, the infant Ohurch that wasTlestined to be the strongest 
on the Pacific Coast. The first was John' BeiJiami This man's 
name ha^ been variously spelled in different records, but the 
writer is assured by one who knows him well that the Bpelling 
given above is correct. Mr. McElroy, in " The Retrospect." 
says of him, " He was one of tJod's choicest gems, fur he was a<>t 
only very gifted, but exceedingly sweet spirited, and thoroughly 
consecrated to the work of his Master." Alas how strange are 
the ways of Providence! This goodly young man, so full of 
promise, never lived to complete one year of his ministry. He 
was sent to Cache Creek Circuit, where he won the hearts of all 
by his fidelity to duty and his ability to do it. In prosecuting 
The work, determined not bo disappoint a congregation, he at- 
tempted to ford Cache Creek, then swollen by the spring rain.^. 
when his horse and himself were borne down by the current, and 
drowned. 

Joseph Pettit was I'eeeived at this conference. He Scishtid 
his course in the conference studies and was ordained ehltr in 
]857. He continued in the regular work until 1870 when hi: 
was made eupemumerary. In 1872 he located. 

There wea- three districts this year, San Francisco with I, 
Owen presiding elder, Sacramento, with J, D. Blain. and SIary&- 
ville with J. Daniel. There were forty-one pastoral appoiut- 
mente including those left to l>e supplied. 

Contra Costa now appears for the first time in the list of 
appointments. Dr. Morrow contended that the name was not 
correct. The charge he served was Union City Circuit, TJaion 
City, or Uniontown, was a popular appellation in early times, 
but none of the places so named seem to have survived. If there 
is any place bearing that name in Contra Costa County, or 
vicinity, that place is unknown to the writer. It appears in 
the list of appointments for 1854, then disappears forever. 
Contra Costa Circuit thereafter having a more detfinite applica- 
tion. Till then we let it rest. 

The Methodist Church in Benicia has had a checkered ex- 
istence. It was probably organized by Dr. Gibbons in 1852. A 
letter in the Advocate of August Ist of that year tells ii& of a 
meeting held by J. S. Swaney. At a love feast in the morning 
six were present. At preaching there were fifteen to bear the 
gospel. The collection was eight or nine dollars. The writer 
pronounced it a refreshing time! In 1853 J. B. HUl was sent 
there. Previously services had l>een held in two or three build- 
ings, now of considerable historic interest. As those who knew 
him might well suppose, Mr. Hill proceeded to build a chtirch. 
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The place selected was, at that time a good one. The Pacific 
Mail KSteamship Companv, that controlled the route by way of 
Panama, had a plant on the strait, a little above where the prin- 
cipal town was located. A large number of residences were built 
and occupied in the neighborhood, and the expectation of that 
region was very high. On an elevation known as Bottle Hill the 
new church was erected. It was never dedicated. It blew down. 
As Miss Alma Hukill puts it, ^' It was struck by the tail end of 
a stray Kansas cyclone, and its undedicated walls were razed to 
the ground." Another was built, whether by Hill or his succes- 
sors, W. Wilmot, does not now matter, it is only certain that it 
was built, but never finished. Nor was there any need of finish- 
ing it. The Steamship Company moved their works to the city, 
that part of the town was deserted, and the church was worthless. 
In the Fall of 1856, it stood a mere shell, it had no seats, no win- 
dows, no furniture, except two lamps, not kerosene, as eroni- 
ously stated in the history referred to, for kerosene was then un- 
known, or at least unused on the Pacific Coast. These were for 
burning whale oil, and they were greatly desired by the church 
in Vallejo. The church was locked and nobody knew who had 
the key. One fine afternoon, C. V. Anthony succeeded in climb- 
ing through the window, and rescuing the lamps. He preached 
by their light for nearly two years in Vallejo. For some time 
services were held in the Presbvterian Church in the afternoon, 
but the congregation was very small and we had but one member 
in Benicia. That was Mrs. Ferine, a most devoted Methodist, 
who, if she could have had a few like minded, would have made 
the history of our Church continuous from pioneer days. As if 
was, in the Summer of 1857 the frigate Independence was 
moored at Vallejo, and the services of the pastor at Vallejo was 
needed more there than at Benieia, and so the place was aban- 
doned. Another effort to introduce Methodism into Benicia was 
made in the sixties, but the only result, so far as known, is the 
existence of a Bible given by Mrs. Ferine, now rebound and used 
in the new church. It is pleasant to know that this most esti- 
mable lady lived to see the present church built, and the present 
society organized. Her body was borne to and from that church 
to its last earthly resting place. This was in 1894. The present 
Church was organized by Wayne Carver in the old seminary 
building. They met there for a time, and then in a hall, but 
finally, after a great struggle they erected the present edifice, 
which was dedicated by M. D. Buck, April 24, 1882. It was 
heavily in debt, and came near being lost to the Church on that 
accoTint. A Mr. Dawson seems to have followed Carver, and 
Samuel Hirst, of Vallejo, was pastor for a time. In 1889, it was . 
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placed again on the list of appointments, witli James Young, 
pastor. At the end of that year the pastor reported ten meral>ers 
in full connection, twenty probationers, and thirtv-five scholars 
in the Sunday-school. ] In 1B90, J. P. Bishop; in 1891, W. C. 
Robins; in 1892, C. E. Winning; in 1894, G. R. Stanley; in 
189C, D. S. ririck, and in 1897, G. 0. Ash. Its history' here 
closes with twenty-eight members in full connection, twelve pro- 
bationers, and forty scholars in the Sunday-school. One church 
valued at $2,500. They paid their pastor $441. the presiding el- 
'der $38, the bishops $2, and raised for missions $32. 

The o)d circuit called Sonoma, embraced Xapa A'alley. 3. 
D. Simonds, the first pastor, no doubt preaehed occafiionally 
in Napa City. An anonymous correspondent in the Advocate, of 
July 1, 1852, tells utt that preaching services and a Sunday- 
pchoo] were regularly held in that place under the shade of n 
tree. J. W. Brier was on this work in the latter part of 185"3 
and the beginning of 1853. The charge was called Xapa and 
Suisun in the appointments of 185;). wiih E. A. Hazen in 
charge. If the Church in Xapa was organized previously to this, 
BR is verv probable, then this Church is a pioneer one, acconling 
to our rule. Ti i- true that the Church in a recent histori- doi« 
not ehiiii! .iiLj;iiii'ii1 I \istonce prior to Hazen's pastorate, yet that 
is nnl ill.: . . ::-\\i\ Evidences of early Church organiza- 
tion, r-'i 1- !■-. are hard to find anywhere. At the con- 

fiTi'iiM' i ! I •■. :, il,. I- i- II Sapn charge reporting forty-four coni- 
raunicuuL:-. but aa it was the name of a eireiiit, it is of enur»i 
not conclusive as to Xapa City itself. It is curtain that Uaimn 
built a piirsjinage in Napa. According to the ddrocutf, a church 
was dedicated on this work by Dr. Bnggs, November 13, 1853. 
It is probable ihat it w;is sc.incwben' t-li^i- on this circuit, as the 
Napa hi-lori(in, .1. H. N. Williani^. as^^^^rts that the Cumberland 
Presbyterians built the first church in that, place. James Cortrin 
followed llazen in 1354. and Kononm was asoociated with Nipt. 
It is said that " Corwin built a mill, got out the Iinnber. hauled 
i( (o town. Hiid Imilt the first Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Napa." \ large story, but for all this writer knows, absolut^y 
true. It is certain that Corwin built o cbiireh in Xapa. and that 
most of the work was doni' wiih his own baods. By frequent 
changes in the form of tlie cirfuit, Corwin was able to utay io 
Nnpa H long lime. He wiis th.-n^ until the confcremr i>f 1858. 
time enough to have built a mill and to have done all thai hu 
been chiiiiied. Dr. Morrow followed him in ]8.i8; \V. B. May, 
1859; X. HcBBoncr. 1800; P. T,. Haynes. 18«3, and W. J. MaeUf, 
1864. Soon after Mr. Mnelay's arrival, the parsonage mn 
biinicd with alt its contents, including the Clmrch rcinrds, Thtt^ 
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ho^\^ve^, immediately set about building another and better one 
on the ashes of their loss. In 1867, during Maelay's pastorate, 
the old church was given to the collored brethren, and the pres- 
ent edifice erected on the lot. In 1867, D. A. Drvden; in 1868, 
J. L. Trefren; in 1870, W. Dennett; in 1872, T. S. Dunn; in 
1873, Stephen Bowers; in 187-1, W. K. Gober; in 1877, E. S.. 
Todd; in 1880, A. J. Wells; in 1882, J. Coyle; in 1884, M. 0. 
Briggs; in 1887, J. Coyle; in 1892, D. A. Hayes; in 1895, E. 
McClish, and in 1896, C. H. Beechgood. He was returned in 
1897, when there were 270 members in full connection, thirty- 
two probationers, three hundred and five scholars in the Sunday- 
school. They had a parsonage valued at $2,500, a church valued 
at $13,000, they paid the pastor, including house rent, $1,500, 
the presiding elder $120, bishops $34, and raised for missions 
$252. 

The earliest members known to this Church were Mrs. E. R. 
Hartson, Mr. and Mrs. Squib and ^Irs. Stillwagon. Among 
the early class leaders were H. D. Albright, Joseph Lamdin, F. 
A. Sawder, Chancellor Hartson, and J. A. Pond. The following 
are among the standard-bearers with which this enterprising 
Church enters upon its future history. S. E. Holden,* dis- 
trict steward; L. J. Norton, Sunday-school superintendent and 
secretary of the official board ; T. B. Hutchinson, steward ; S. 
F. Ayers, steward and league president; J. W. Miller, J. R. Coe, . 
H. C. Horstmeyer, trustees, and L. M. Turton, treasurer. Dr. 
C. H. Farman, L. A. Chapman, J. W. Griggsby, and B. F. Smith, 
were additional members of the official board. Twice this charge 
has been honored by laymen who went to the general conference, 
J. F. Lamdin, in 1880 and Chancellor Hartson in 1888. This 
Church is laying the foundation of anotlier church in a mission 
located in North Napa, called the Epworth Mission, in which a 
Sunday-school and Thursday-evening prayer-meeting are regu- 
larly kept up. 

Bodego is a very indefinite title. It is supposed to be the re- 
gion round and about Bodego Bay. It is certain that Bateman 
did not go to the place in 1853, as appointed, since he was still 
in Mariposa County in the Summer of that year, according to 
the report of labors given by Sheldon. Bodego appears again in 
18o4, still to be supplied. It then disappears until 1858, when 
J. ^I. Hinman was sent there. At the end of the vear there were • 
fifty-two members and probationers, also a church worth $600. 
In 1861, J. Hunter. There was then a parsonage worth $500. 
In 1862, B. F. Myers. In 1863, the name disappears from the- 
minutes, or at least from the appointments. It is probable that 

*Since deceased. 
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it aasuraed another name, nr was added to another charge, for it I 
is hardly creditable that a Cluireh nf forty-two meniliers and pro- i 
'batioiiere, with two churches valued at $1,300 should be aban- 
doned nutrijtht. It appears agrain in lS(i5, hut only to be su}i- 
plied. There ib no report of it in the minutes of the next year, 
nor does it ever again have place among the appointments. 

This year marks the advent of Methodism into the Humboldt 
'Bay region. James Corwin was its apostle and saint. We shall 
reeerve further notice until he, or somebody else, gives us points 
of geography from whirh to give events in detail. 

Adam Bland goes to the Southern California Mission. The 
Church had its eye on li'is AiigelcB from the beginning. 
trouble was that no one in particular had his eye on it until thi« 
noted pioneer took the half of the State under his supervision. 
"We shall eee what he did further on. 

The beautiful valley of looe was early prized by settlerc. 
Supposing it to he Government land, they took up claims, built 
homcB, and planned for a permanent and prosperous community, 
A goodly number of these early ecttlers were Methodists. This 
fair prospect was soon enshrouded in darkness. A Spanish claiin 
was found or invented, and after a season of litigation the in- \ 
habitants found themselves without a foot of land, and without 
the very houses their own hands had erected. JIany moved away, 
the country was plunged into financial ditlieuUv, and for years 
this was one of the hardest fields a minister coul^ well be sent to. 
The first information we have in regard to the introduction of ' 
Methodism into lone is the fact that a certain J. F. Camp wa« , 
pri'ficliing ll'i-re in January, IS-'iJi. He held services, prefimiabljr 
under the elder, once in two weeks. This is all we know nf him- 
G. B. Taylor was sent there from the first conference. Drytown. 
about twelve miles away, was part of the circuit. A place on the 
Macosma called Wilson's also had regular sen'ices. Xovember 
24, lH5;f, y\r. Taylor reported to the .l./iwof^. tliat they had 
built "a neat church and parsonage. All paid for, thank God." 
In 1854, it is called lone without any appendage, though wo 
may lie sure it was a circuit. In 1855, W, S. Urmy; in 1856, J. 
W, Brier: in 1857. it is eallled lone and Cossumnes, with J. 
Sharp, J. W. Ricks, and P. Y. Cool, pastors. Mr. Cool waa «- 
pcrnumerary at the time and probably his appointment wa4 
merely nominal. In 18r>8. H. J. Bland, \X. Sims, and P. Y. , 
Cool; in IS")!!, it is simpiv lone, and J. Sharp supplied it; in 
1860, 1. M. Irfihyiin 18Gli C. H. Uwtoniin 1862, it was plwrf 
on the Sliickton district, and T.awton was returned. It was dot- 
ing this partorate that the really beautiful brick church noirr in 
use. was built. It was two stories high, basement story all above 
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ground, with a neatly-shaped steeple surmounting the church. 
It was not finished, and was left badly in debt. It was, however, 
inclosed, and was used in its unfinished state for many years. It 
was begun when there was little thought of the evil day so near 
at hand. From the time of its erection the Church had about 
as hard a struggle as any Church ever had and live. The debt 
Tiad sunk it at one time, but for the Church Extension Society, 
ivhich gave them a loan at a lower per cent, than was possible 
-elsewhere. When Mr. Lawton left lone in 1863, there was 
^ total membership of 121, and a church valued at $12,000. 
Also a parsonage valued at $1,000. The parsonage, how- 
ever, went to the parties owning the land. A title to the 
<?hurch was all that could be had. Two men succeeded -Lawton, 
I. B. Fish and G. W. Henning. In 1804, N. R. Peck; in 1865, 
J. W. Stump; in 1866, C. H. Lawton; in 1867, W. Peck; in 1870, 
T. Cookson; in 1871, T. Beaizley; in 1872, W. T. Mayne; in 
1873, I. J. Ross; in 1874, it was an appendage of Jackson, with 
Ross still in charge. In 1875 it was by itself and A. K. Crawford 
in charge; in 1876, it was lone and Michigan Bar, with Crawford 
in charge ; in 1877, it was alone with E. Jacka in charge ; in 1878, 
W. McPheeters; in 1879. is was associated with Plvmouth and S. 
T. Sterritt was in charge; in 1880, it was alone with P. G. Bu- 
<?hanon in charge; in 1881, G. Larkin; in 1882, B. F. Rhoads; 
in 1883, E. I. Jones; in 1886, J. A. Van Anda; in 1887, it was 
supplied by T. W. Lincoln; in 1890, ,L L. Thefren: in 1891, F. 
K. Baker; in 1894, D. W. Chilson; in 1896, A. J. Nelson; in 
1897, H. Copeland. At this time there were sixty-one members m 
full connection, ten probationers, and eighty scholars in the Sun- 
•day-school. They had one church valued at $10,000 and one par- 
sonage valued at $1,300. They paid the pastor $850, presiding 
elder $50, and raised for missions $37. 

Over a bridge a few miles from Jackson, across the Moke- 
lumne River, which is here the dividing line between Amador and 
Calaveras Counties, up a winding road to the top of the hill, 
three miles to make one, and the traveler will pass through the 
apparently old town of Mokelumne Hill. A hotel, a store or two, 
and of course the inevitable saloon, indicate that a few souls 
still inhabit the place. Brick and stone walls in ruins, indicate 
that many more souls once inhabited this almost " deserted vil- 
lage." Such was Mokelumne Hill a few years ago, probably not 
much different now. Yet this was once among the most flourish- 
ing of the mining towns of the State. In the river below, thft 
-streams that ran into it, and the gravel de])osits almost evory- 
ivhere was found gold. " x\nd the gold of that country was 
good." 



126 FIFTY YEARS OF METHODISM. 

Methodism went to this ])hice with I. B. Fish, its first pastor. 
He arrived November 17, 1851. The people were glad he came, 
and prepared a cheap building for a church. It was of odd pro- 
]>orti()ns, :^0 x 70 ft., without seats and without a stove. Here he 
])n»ached on the first Sunday after his arrival. Soon after was 
held, under the presidency of I. Owen, the first quarterly con- 
ference. Here are the names of its members: J. B. P'ish pastor; 
Nicholas Ixiwis, local preacher; James Guord, class leader: A. N. 
Yarborough, and James Ferris, stewards. And thus the ma- 
chinery of our liigbly-geared Cluircli was set in motion. In 1854, 
X. Heasoner. April *^(l, of that year, M. C. Briggs dedicated a 
new church. This is |)rohably the one that still stands. A par- 
sonage also belongs to tiie place, but when built, is now uncer- 
tain. At the time of Reasoner's ai)j)ointment, there were thirtv- 
thrce communicants all told. In 1855, A. L. S. Bateman ; in 
lN5(i. it was Mokcluinnc Hill and Jackson, with H. \V. Rusk ami 
('. X. Hinckley, ])astors: in 1S57, it was Mokehnnne Hill and 
Angels Camp, with W. N. Smith and \\ L. Kaynes, pastors; in 
1S5S, it is in the Stockton District with R. Kellen, pastor; in 
lsr)J), it was Mokelunnu^ Hill alone. At the close c)f that year thi» 
membership, all told, was only twelve. In 1S(;t)-l, it was left 
to l)e sn|)j)lied; in IS'J'i, it was not named. It appears again in 
1S()4, coujjled with Angels (jimp. and H. 0. Bryant is ])astor. 
Ill ISfjd it stood alone, with X. Van Katon, ]>astor. In 1S<»7, it 
was not named; in 1S71, it was Jackson and ^(►kolunine Hill 
with W. T. Mayne, pastor: in 1s:->. K. M. Stuart: In KS:3. J. II. 
\*incent : in ISTl, it was not named: in 1S75, T. B. Palmer; in 
InTH, it was left to be sup])lied, and no re])ort was made the next 
year, when Calaveras County was sujiplied by S. Warren: in 
1^7S, it was Mokehimne Hill and Cahiveras, with K. Smitli, na<- 
tnr: in is'u, it was supplied, but l>y wliom is now unknown; in 
l.ssii, it was supplied hy J. (Jreen: in ISSI. it stood ahme ancl 
was >upplie(l, but I)y whom is now unknown: in 1SS3, it was left 
to be supplied, but was partially lo'»kiMl jificr by the pastor <if 
.Ij:ck.-<»n : in Is.^.'i. the minutr> -ay it w;i^ to be <u|>plied l)y R. 
McKcchnic. but the >up|)ly did not come, nr at least did not stay. 
From all appearances little atteiitinn ha- hern giviu it by an. 
bodv >ince that time. 

N'alleiito, tile place where .1. McH. Caldwell was sent, is an 
unknown laiul tn tin* writer. It never a|»pears again among the 
lip))ointments. 

Volcaim was nf pioneer origin. A church ":? I x 1^0 ft., was 
dedicated hen* .Inly 15. ls5'i. A camp-meeting had Ikhii re- 
nutly held. In January. In5;», J. L. Uennett, whose name will 
eeeur iJLMiu. wa- linblinL' >erviee- rverv Snbbath l»oth hero and at 
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Drytown. Probably he supplied it in 1853. In 1854, P. Y. 
Cool. A revival was the result of tbat year's witrk, in which C. 
H. Xorthup, afterward a member of the conference, was received 
into the Church. In 185S, J. H. Miller; in 1856, P. Y. Cool. 
His health failed and J. W. Brier took the charge. A new church 
was dedicated July 15, 1857. The next conference sent K, W. 
Williamson; in 1858, it wae Volcano and Grizzly Flat, with (}. 
\V. Heath in diarge; in 1859, T. A. Tallevrnnd; in 18)10, W. 
Ninis: in ISfil. J. Jameti: in 18S^, J. Pettit; in 18<i3. it was 
with Jai;kson and Sutter, Pettit still in charge. It was then on 
the Stockton District. In 18()4, J. H. Miller; in 1866, it waa 
Volcano and Fiddietown, with W. B. Priddy, pastor; in 1866, 
Priddy had Volcano alone; in 18ti7, it was supplied by S. Bel- 
knap; in 1868, W. Gordon; in 1869, it was with Jackson, and \V. 
Inch was pastor; in 1870, W. T. Maync; in 1871, it was not 
named : in 1872, it was Volcano and Plymouth, with J. H. Vin- 
cent, pastor; in 1873, it was supplied by It. M. Eirkland; in 
1874. not named; in 1875, it was Plymouth and Volcano, with 
J. J. Cleveland, pastor; in 1876, it was not named; it appears 
again in 1878, with West Point as an appendage, and Sylvester 
Warren as a supply ; in 1870, it was with Jackson, and P. 0. 
Buchanon was pastor; in 1880, not named; in 1883, it was placed 
with Shenandoah Valley, Oleta — formerly Fiddietown — and 
West Point, with Henry Hicks, pastor; in 1885, West Point 
was put with Valley Spring, and the remaining places supplied 
by M. K. Hackman. Beyond this point the writer knows noth- 
ing of Volcano. It never appears among the appointments, but 
no doubt receives scant attention from contiguous places. The 
mines have failed, or changed character, and the population of 
all that region has greatly diminif-hed. Before leaving this sub- 
ject we ought to notice one man, S. B. Boardman, who was, if 
the writer is not mistaken, there from the very beginning, and 
who, with his family, has ever been devoted to the Church, If 
his means had warranted it. Volcano would never have lacked 
for regular services as long as he lived. He died March 10, 
1887. 

Mormon Island, where Cosper had been, was a series of min- 
ing camps along the American River, in the foot-hilla of the 
Sierras. Some of Ihera. for a time of eon?iderable im- 
portance, were deserted, or so nearly so as to render it impossible 
longer to supply them with the regular services. Some others will 
appear under other names as our history advances. 

Equally obscure with the above-named place was the Yuba 
River circuit. Mines were found all along that stream from 
where it issues from the foot-hills near Marvsville. until one 
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reached the loftiest tributary among the snow-capped peaks of I 
the monntains it drained. A few small towns may now be found, 
where gravel or quartz mines furnidi continuous occupation for i 
n large numljer of men. S'othing, however, in the Church line 
is now to be found as the result of labors expended in those 
early days. Yet we may not say they were in vain, for souls re- 
ceived impressions that the judgment-day only can reveal. 

Bidwells Bar, about thirty-eight miles North of ■Marysville. 
was head-quarters of the Plumas Circuit. There were no less 
than fifteen places where Mr. Merchant, the appointee in 1853, 
preached regularly. These appointments no doubt extended far | 
up into Plumas County, a region given to the Nevada Conference 
and now in the mission of that name. 

Shasta City was the end of Ujc stage and wagon-road taking- 
passengers and supplies to the Northern mines among the Coast -" 
Range Mouiltains. It was the base of transfer from wheeled ve- 
hicles to mule-trains. Quite a city grew up there in the early 
fifties, J. B. Hill was the first pastor. He was on the ground iu 
the Spring of 1852. By the month of September, he had a 
church in use. Because he built it, we know how much it coat- 
l^crc are the exact figures, S1..314.75. Before Mr. Hill's term of | 
office expired he was married, and a parsonage was erected near 
the church. Hill ext^mded his labors into Trinity County, wher» j 
he went once a month. J. Rogers followed him in 1853, and H. 
B. Sheldon in 1854. In 1855. Shasta was left by itself, Weaver- 
ville being made into a circuit. In lSp(5, Henry Coles; in I85i, 
it was left to be supplied ; also 18.58 ; in 1859, it was supplied by 
J. S. Jordan; in 1860, P. L. Haynee; in 1862, W. N. Chapmau'L 
in 1863, it was Shasta and Pittsburg, and left to be supplied; in 
1864, it was placed on the Marysville District ; Pittsburg was left 
off, in 1665. Both years it was left to be supplied: In 1866, it 
was supplied by I. H. Taylor; in 1867, it was left to be supplied ; 
in 1878. it was again on the Marysville District to be supplied; 
in 1869, V. Rightpmeyer; in 1870, G. McRae; in ISTl, R. Ker- - 
wick; in .J878, S. Jones; in 1873, it is Shasta and Weaverville, 
with H. P. Blood, pastor; in 1874, left to be supplied; in ISIo, 
it was iu the Northern District, called Shasta and He<lding, and 
left to be supplied ; the same in 1876-7 ; in 1878, not in the list ; tn | 
1879, it was alone with J. B. Hartsough, paslor; in 1880, it dis- 
appeared, never to be seen again until 1897, when Shasta City, 
as though risen from the dead, had G. G. Walter f-ir pastor. It 
sceniB he had supplied it the year before, or at least a part of the- j 
year, though no mention was made of it in the minutes. There 
were no church members, no Sunday-school, only liicy had paid 
the pastnr $174. 
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James Hunter went to Auburn soon after his arrival in 1853. 
He was relumed the next year and organized a Church of tne 
members in June following. He had no place in wjiich to preach 
except in *^ taverns, bar-rooms, the shade of trees, etc/' Decem- 
ber 11, 1853, a church was dedicated in Auburn. In 1854, J. 
Rogers. On the first day of January, 1855, some men of the 
baser sort, baser than could easily be found in those days among 
Californians, broke into the church, took down the bell, left it 
in an injured condition, removed the books from the pulpit, and 
set up a Chinese sign in their i)laoe. In 18o5-(), Auburn was sup- 
plied by J. A. Brooks. In 1857, John Gale. During this year a 
new church was undertaken. In 1858, it was changed from the 
MurysA ille District to the Sacramento. C. D. Cushman was pas- 
tor. Ill 1S50, it was again on the Marysville District, with N. 
li. Peck, pastor. In ISfJO, it was in the Sacramento District, this 
lime 10 h^tav. In 18()1, T. H. McCirath: in 1862, D. Tuthill ; in 
18^);>, W. Wilniot; in 1861, it was Aulnirn and Ophir, with J. 
Rogers in charge; in ]8()5, it was Auburn and Folsom, with W. 
S. I'rniy, pastor; in I.SfH), it was Auburn alone, Avith N. 
li. JVek ill charge. The same pastor the next year with 
Ophir added; in 1868. it was Auburn and Rocklin, with 
A. R. Sherrif and V. drove in charge. In 1869. it was 
An burn and P'olsoni, witli J. H. Peters, pastor. In 1870, 
the same ])astor with Aulmrn alone; in 1871, G. D. Pinneo; 
in 1872, K. K. Dodge; in 1871, it was Auburn and Ophir 
with K. H. King in charge; in 1877, H. D. Hunter; in 
1878, A. llolbrook; in 1879, S. H. Todd; in 1880, supplied by 
G. W. Fitch. This man had been a member of the Nevada Con- 
ference, had withdrawn from the ministry and membership of 
the Church, and joined again on ])robation, received into full 
connection, licensed to preach, and now was employed by the 
presiding dder in ignorance of his past history. He did not 
long remain in charge. He afterward joined the Free Metho- 
dists. In 1881, T. B. Hopkins; in 1884, J. J. Martin; in 1885, 
Ophir is dropped from the name without other change ; in 1886, 
J. B. Chisholm; in 1890, C. McKelvey; in 1892, J. W.' Buxton; 
in 1893, T. B. Palmer; in 1895, S. Jones; in 1897, J. H. Wythe, 
»]r. Members, sixty-seven; probationers, five; scholars in Sun- 
day-school, one hundred and thirty. They paid the pastor $875, 
presiding elder $53, bishops $3, and raised for missions $21. 

Downieville, at about the extreme limit of appointments as 
marked l)y the present boundries of the conference, can very rea- 
sonably lay claim to the honor of being a pioneer Church. Cer- 
tainly it was organized before the first session of the conference, 
for it recommended its pastor to the traveling connection, and its 
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history has been, wi far as the writer knows, unbroken since. R. 
R. Dnnlap tound liis way there in 1852, and bj' .September of 
that year ho liad a church edectcd, 30 .x 50, t-osting $2,201). It 
is not probable that it was finished or it had cost more. The 
cbarge was left to be supplied in 1853. In 1854, C. Bonner. It 
was again left to be supphed in 1855. The writer is under the 
impression that J. B. TiiJl oncp served as pastor of that Church. 
but when, it is beyond his power to recall. In,1856, W. Hulbert. 
It had then twentv-three communicants. In 1858, W. S. Tur- 
ner; in 1859, H. B. Sheldon; in 18(iO, W. S. Urmy; in 1861, C. 
H. Northup; in ]8(i3, J. Rogers; in 1864, J. E. Wickes; in 1865, 
I. B. Pish; in 1868, J. E. Wickes; in 1869, J. Pettit; in ISrO, 
W. B. Priddy; in 1872, W. Gordon; in 1873, P. L. Hayucs; in 
1875. A. R. SherilT: in 1876. it was on the Sacramento District, 
with E. M. Stuart, pastor; in 1878, J. Appleton; in 1879, it was 
on the Nortliern California District, without change of pastor; in 
188D. it was again on tiie Sacramento District with B. F. Rhoadf, 
pastor; in 1882, W. Anguiu; in 1885. J. W. Buxton; in 1887. 
C. H. Kirkbridge; in 1889, supplied by C. H. rTarling; in 1891, 
supplied by W. M. Massic; in 1893, supplied by D. A. Crowell; 
in 1894, L. Ewing; in 18JI5, C. F. Withrow.* He was pastor 
when this historic period closed. Members twenty-five, proba- 
tioners, eighteen; scholars in Sunday-school, 193. There were 
throe churches valued at $:},(>00, one parsonage valued at $300. 
Paid jMistor $840, presiding elder $80. bishops $2. and raisetl 
/or admissions. $30. 

It is probable that David H. Ix>wry preached the first sermpD ' 
ever heard in Yreka. He was a local preacher of considerable I 
ability', who afterward resided in Scott V'alley. He died in San ' 
Jose, April 2, 1883. A letter in the Advocata of July 30. 1852. 
makes a strong plea for a regular ministry, offering a lilieral :tui> 
port, ll is probable that J. Speck, then a local preacher, was Uw I 
only appointee from that time to the arrival of R. B. Stratton, f 
1854. The Minutes of that year leave Yreka to be supplied. , 
wliile Stratton is set down for San Francisco City mission. By 
an after-arrangement he was sent to Yreka. The local preachers, 
working under the elder, had built a log church, and in all prob«> 
bility had organized a society Iwfnre this time. Imt just when, 
Bcnort now impossible to know. Soon after Stratton's work be- i 
gan the old lot was sold for $3,000, n new lot was fought, uid I 
a new church contracted for. It was 34 x 50. having a tower 10 J 
/(.ft hifih, and would seat about three hundred pt'iiplc. It awt * 
about $10,000 and was dedicated March 10. 1855. R. E. Went: 
Hay» of this rtrst pastor. " He was a notable man. In apuearaueo 
he WBK Inl! and striking, and in ability brilliiinl and strong. , 
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M^ny traditions of his eloquence linger in the mintU of the earlv 
settlers." In 1856, H. Baker; in 1857, E. A. Hazeli; in 1859, 
J. W. Ross. The decade from 1861 " was one of decline. The 
mines ceased to yield the precious metal, and the population went 
elsewhere. The prosperity of the Church suffered with that of 
the community." The men who served during this period were 
as follows: In 1861, D. Tuthill; in 1862, C. Miller; in 1864, A. 
C. McDougal; in 1866, J. M. Campbell; in 1868, W. B. Priddy; 
in 1869, D. H. Haskins; in 1870, J. Hammond. The decade 
from 1872 constitutes "the bottom years. Population had be- 
come greatly reduced, and religious affairs were at a low ebb. 
The church property fell into decay, and internal trouble rent the 
small society that then existed." In 1873, A. Coplin; in 1874, 
no supply; in 1875, J. E. Day; in 1878, L. L. Rogers; in 1879, 
and for three years following, it was supplied wfth occasion^ 
services by the pastors of Scott Valley. They were, S. A. Redd- 
ing and W. A. Johns. G. G. Walter was pastor in 1882. He re- 
mained three years. " These may be called years of hope." 
" From 1885, a now period of prosperity ensued." In 1885, C. H. 
Darling; in 1888, T. S. L. Wallis. During this pastorate a new 
and beautiful parsonage was erected. In 1891, 6. H. Jones; in 
1892, J. B. Rutter; in 1894, J. A. Van Anda; in 1896, R. E. 
Wenk. In the year following there were fifty-eight members, 
fifteen probationers, one local preacher, and one hundred and 
twentv-fivo scholars in the Sundav-school. Thev had one church 
valued at $1,200, one parsonage valued at $2,500, paid pastor 
$1,040, presiding elder $80, bishops $5, and raised for missions, 
$36. 

Calaveras, to which H. B. Sheldon was appointed, was not in 
the County bearing that name, but along the river so called, and 
in the San Joaquin Valley, lying East of Stockton. We will 
notice points on that circuit in the future. 

Mariposa was another hard field for Methodism, at least for 
our branch of it. Bateman must have been there fully two vears 
and then the modest Cleveland went to the work. In 1855, it 
was left to be supplied, and no report was given of it at the next 
conference. In 1856, it was still left to be supplied, and seems 
to have been supplied, since a report is made one year later to the 
effect that there were nine members, and a church valued at 
$800. In 1857, it looked as though something was about to be 
accomplished, for two men were sent to that charge, C. N. Hinck- 
ley and J. McKelvey. The next year there were seventeen com- 
municants and the church was valued at $1,000. That year 
Hincklev went back alone, McKelvey going farther South. In 
1859, Z.^B. Ellsworth and I. P. Hale ; in 1860, B. W. Rusk. The 
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membership had groA\'n to twenty-eight. In 1861, A. L. S. Bato- 
man was again in the field; in 1863, J. Baldwin; in 1864, J. 
McKelvey ; in 1866, it was left to be supplied, and no report made 
at the next conference. That statement will be correct history 
of Mariposa until 1870, when the monotony is slightly relieved 
by the appointment reading, "To be supplied by W. Oliver." 
At the next conference it was J. Oliver that supplied it, but ho 
reports nothing. For three more ye^rs it stood to be supplied, 
then, in 1873, it is left out of the appointments. The organiza- 
tion of another conference took Mariposa out of the older bwly, 
but in 1806, a change was made by which that county was re- 
stored to the California Conference. That year, Counterville 
appears in the list of charges on the Oakland District, and as this 
is in Mariposa we must see in that what we have from the work 
of s<) many years. In both conference sessions after the changi* 
occurred this place was left to be supplied, a discouraging fact 
on the face of things. On looking at the reports of 1807, wi* an^ 
still further discouraged by finding nothing but blanks all alon*; 
the line opposite CountervilU'. Let us hope that other churches 
have done better for Mariposa. 




This ivas Bishop Simpson's first visit to Ciilifomia. The 
fame of tlie great preacher had preceded him. Expectation was 
very high. He was in demand everywhere. The Legislature in 
session at Beniria invited him to preach before the body. He 
accepted their request, and in due time, accompanied by B. F. 
Rawlins, he was before the law-makers of California. It is 
rarely that two Methodist preachers could be thrown together 
who were/both incapable of singing. It happened so, however, in 
this instance. Bishop Simpson, though possessed of a magnifi- 
cent voice for speaking, coutd not sing at all. Mr. Eawtin.s 
tlumght he could hnufllc Old Hundred, though not sure about it, 
hut as the congregation would join, the thing would go, whether 
the precenter oould sing it right or not. It was a dismal failure. 
The congregation did not join in ; probably they were waiting to 
discover what tune was being sung! After going a little on 
several jiirs, and touching on some very original sounds, and 
reaching the end of the first stanza, the bishop quietly said, " Let 
us pray," and the meeting continued and closed without further 
attempts at music. The good bishop did not disappoint the ex- 
pectation of the people. It is said that a man belonging to 
another church in Sacramento heard him. and on the Sabbath 
following made no preparation for church. His wife said in 
surprise, " Why do you not get ready for church ? " He an- 
swered, " 0, 1 am not going to church to-day ; I will not have the 
grand impression produced by Bishop Simpson's sermon last 
Sunday, spoiled by any preacher that can be found about here ! "' 

The conference met in Sacramento, February 16, 1854. M. 
C. Briggs was elected secretary. The reports brought in from. 
charges give the following items of general interest: Charges, 
forty-one; members, one thousand five hundred and twenty- 
four; Sunday-schools, forty-five: officers and teachers, 
three hiindred and twenty-two; scholars, fifteen hundred and 
fourteen; conversions in Sunday-schools, nineteen; churches. 
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thirty-Beven ; parsonages, fiiteen ; lots, fifty-two ; value of aU 
property, $17(i,300; mi'inliersi of conference, thirtyreight, and 
probationers, eight. A few itcma of interest wilt be noticed her. 
R, R. Dunlap was excused from examinations on account of thi* 
fact that he had passed a similar course of study in the Church 
South. The following were electod and ordained elders: G. f>. 
Taylor, K. Merchant, B. F. Rawlins, and D. Deal. Those ad- 
miMed into full connection, were II. B. Sheldon, J. B. Hill, and 
J. Rogers. I. W. Cole was continued on trial. As this name 
did not appear in the minutes of 1853, it is quite evident that 
he had been transferred during the year. He was received int-o 
full connection in 1855 and granted a location in 1856. J. Pet- 
tit was contiinued on trial conditioned on his making up defects 
in study. This was a hopeful sign that even then the qualifica- 
tions of ministers in the line of education was being placed on 
higher ground. At a later conference this same man wae re- 
ported defective in study. His presiding older, anxious to get 
him through, said, " Bishop, if he does not read our books hi- 
sells them." No doubt a commendation as far as it went. Om- 
of the probationers continued on trial was admonished by the 
bishop by request of the conference, indicating that the brethn-ii 
were determined to allow no indiscretion to pass unnoticed. ./. 
K. Walker, who had been at work on the Bodego circuU, whs 
elected to local deacons' orders, also, I. S. Deihl, from Placerville, 
and Matthey Liseittr, from Napa circuit. We give place just 
here for i\ word concerning J. K. Walker. He was a Vfry neeful 
local preacher. Erenking new ground when needed, and servinjr 
churches as a supply when occasion demanded. Always faithful 
and true wherever he was. He wa? a native of the State of New 
York, licensed in 134f^, came to California in 1853, died in j 
Ouemeville, January 8, IftS.i, aged eighty-six years. Those Sil- | 
milted to probationary relation were J. ,7. Cleveland and P. Y. 
Cool, from Voleano. W. S. Trinv, from Powell Street, and I. S. 
Diehl. from Placerville. 

There were four ilistricts this year; San Francisco, with -T. 
D. Blain in charge; Sacramento, with G. S. Phillips; Ka.rysTiUe. 
with J. Daniel, and Somhern California, with A. Bland. Thntt ' 
wen- fifty-nne charges either riuppllcd or to he supplied. It may ' 
be well to state here that a custom has prevailed frtmi the bcf^tn- 
ning to mark such places as needed work, and yd could not ho 
supplied for want of men, by this sign, "To be supplied." 
Where such charges afterward received attention their history 
will in- given so far as known. But where no supply was fnr- 
nished. and no report made, nor any future work done, they will 
not !«■ mentioned in this history. 
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Thrpo transfers are found in the list of laborers, S. P. Heath. 
lelHon Kiasoiier, and C, Bonner, The iirat was a man of marked 
"character, a very good preacher, and witli the snap and vim wliich 
would naturally seem to fit him for this field. He had been aljout 
seventeen years in the work before he came to California. But 
he waa never contented (vith the country, and in 1S5G, or at most 
early in 1857, he returned. He filled important charges iu Il- 
linois after that. 

Nelson Reasoner was a man of good education and of ■ 
!'han ordinary preaching abilities. He had joined the Genesee 
Conference in September, IfiflO. He was transferred as an uu- 
der-graduate, being ordained elder in 1855, in Stockton. He 
married Miss Emma Hamilton, of Marysrillf. in 18G8, and abou[ 
the same time was appointed agent of the American Bible Su- 
ciety for the. Northern portion of tho State and for Nevada, In 
1870, he took a location and returned to the East. 

C. Bonner did not stay in the conference long enough lor us 
to know whom he was or whence he came. His name never again 
appears in a list of appointmentg. 

William S. Urmy waa born on the 21st day of June, 1831), 
in the village of Sing Sing, Xew York. At tho age of fifteen, 
he was converted at a camp-meeting held in that vicinity, upon 
tJie historic grounds of those days. Almost iramediatelj', he felt 
called to preach the gospel, and began the study of the Greek 
language and such books as he thought would be of service to 
him in his work, ■ When twenty-two years old, he came to Cali- 
fornia, and at once united with Powell Street Church. Here he 
■was licensed to preach, his license bearing the name of Isaac 
jOwen as jiresiding elder. He preached his first sermon, in the 
urch Roberts sent from Oregon, in December, 1853. He re- 
ined at C-oloma, where he was first appointed, about six 
months, when he was removed by tiie elder to Sonora and Colum- 
bia as junior proachcr. They had the whole of Tuolumne County 
for their field of labor. There were ten appointments, to all of 
which they went on foot. At the conference of 1855, he was sent 

lone, then considered a very important field. Here he had 
;ht appointments where he gave regular services. On Ms way 
Dry Town, one Sunday evening, he lost his way, and came to 
strange village which they told him was Sutter Creek. In- 
quiring if there were any Methodists in that place, they directed 
him to Mr. Wildman's store, whose wife was a member of the 
Church. He offered to preach, and Mr. Wildman rang the beli. 
congregation assembled in a little school-house, to whom TJrmy 

iched, thus turning his mistake to good' account. His success 

this circuit was excellent. The membership was doubled iu 
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fifteen months. He was nest appcSirted to the A)«tDe<la rirpoit, ' 
with C. H. Northup for junior preathcr, but when Heath left 
Folsom SIreet Church the elder appoimetl liim to lliat ehargi'. 
Here he remained two years doing excellent service. It was while 
here that he married the elder daughter of Dr. Thomas, tiii'ii 
editor of the Advocate, a most fitting companion, though destined 
to leave him after a few years. She died in 1874. Urmy's sue- ' 
cess was fissured from tihe first He wrote well, now and then | 
wooing the spirit of the muse to the edification of his readers. 
For ten years he served his crmferenee as secretary. He alM 
represented it in the general conference of 1888. He received | 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the University of the I 
Pacific. 

A native of t'ayuga Couulv, New York, Peter Y. Cool, wasJ 
born May 20, 1830. He was converted at the age of nineteen, and I 
when twenty, came to California. At first he followed the o 
pation of a teacher in .Amador C-ounty. His license to preach. I 
which bore the signature of Dr. Owen, was dateil in 1833. Bi*- ' 
ginning his ministry in 1854, he was often compelled to be laid 
aside on account of ill-health, but again and again he returned, 
with ever-increased zeal and greater efficiency. Being in tlie ' 
Sonthern part of the State when the division occurred, he be- 
eame a menitjer of the Southern Conference. In ihi.'^ he n-in'ii'i*^ I 
until his death which was on November 6, 1882. A difficulty in I 
one of his knees, that had made him a cripple most of his yi-ars. ' 
finally took him, amid great suffering, to the better world. He ' 
was a man of very affable disposition, kind and pleasant to all. 
a good preacher, and especially gifted in church building. Wbeu I 
in Santa CniK he was elecled Sii|»erinlciideiit of Pulilic Instruc- I 
tinn. Still he was not a man that sought place otiicr than in tbl» I 
ministrv'. He often said. " 1 would rather preach than be Ptvsi- J 
dent." 

Jnsiah J. Cleveland was lioni of Methodist paronle, in M»- I 
eonville. New York, in the year ]8?1. Ho was one of fifej 
brothers, four of whom were Methodist pri-achers, and ( 
physician. He was a Chrislian from earliest childliood. Htr^ 
prepared for college in Cazenovia Seminary, and then took the 
regular classical course in the Wesloyan University at Mtddle- 
town. He came to California in 1850. toiled in the mines until ] 
he had paid the last dollar he owed for his education, and th 
followed the convictions of all his previous life by entering t 
ministry. For tweiity-cigbl years he toiled devotedly in tbttl 
work, doing his very Ix-st as |)astor, pnifesB4ir, and ]in-Niding el- I 
der, never seeking any honor or place, but content tc) work wbwB J 
his brethren assigned him, without a murmur or compUiut. I 
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TTavins tiiken » mjpcranimtwl relalion in iaS2, he und liir^ faith- 
ful wife moved to San Francisco, and for seven years did moat 
-efficient worit in the Japanese Mission as teachers. He was then 
obliged to give up all work. He went East, visited the home of 
Ms youth, and the gravesi of his parents, who had not seen him 
for forty years before iIu'IJ' deaiij, ami liten, on his return, se- 
cured a little home near San Leandro, where in quietness and in 
great submission, he waited for the end. Nor did he have long 
1o wait. The Summons eame on Sabbath. January 17. 1892. It 
found him ready. It is doubtful if Mr. Cleveland had an enemy 
in the world. If he had, it is perfectly safe to say, the fault was 
not his. It would be difficult to find a more perfect specimen of 
a gentleman. His greatest fault was a virtue in excess. — his 
modesty. Perhaps this kept him from the highest measure of 



Israel S. Deihl was a man of considerable excentrieity. He 
took so namestly to the temperance work, and seemed so useful 
in it, that his brethren gave him a nominal appointment in order 
that ho might devote himself wholly to it. He carried the Ordfir 
of the Sons of Temperance everywhere in the State. This ir- 
Ttigular work could not continue forever, and as there was no lik- 
lihood of his settling down to pastoral labor, in 1857. he was dis- 
continued. More than a year previously he was the innocent 
victim of the vice he so fearlessly antagonized. Going from 
Sacramento to Red Bluffs, owing, as it was believe, to the im- 
perfect service of a dnmken engineer, the steamer was blown up, 
and Deihl was nearly killed. In this lie was only a little more 
fortunate than many others on board, for he was made a cripple 
for life. 

The following account of the beginning of the First Metho- 
dist Episcopal {."'hurch. of Alameda, is token from the pen of 
Dr. F. D. Bovard : It " began its career September 11, 1853. It 
was in the house of Rev. James McGowan, a local elder, that this 
dirst Methodist class of sturdy pioneers was organized. Isaac 
Owen, the presiding older, held the first quarterly meeting in 
October. The first location was on Mound Street, and was the 
_gift of Bishop Taylor and his brother. The gentle-spirited 
David Deal was the first pastor, appointed in February, 1854. He 
"built the first church which was dedicated April 30, 1854, by 
Bishop Simpson. At first it was part of a circuit." 

In 1356, AV. S. Urmy and C. H. Northup were posters. 
Urmy did not long remain and then Northup became preacher in 
■charge. At the end of the year there were fifty-eight communi- 
cants in a territory where about a score of Methodist Churches 
may now be found, nearly each one of which has a larger mem- 
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bership. In 1857, Alamedfl was by itself, and W, G. Deal 1 
pastor. .\t the end of that year thirty eomunicants were re- 
ported, this be it remembered, when thi; school was in running 
order. Jn 1858, A. Higbie. In his second year HigbieV 
health failed, the school was given up, and the charge again fell 
into the hands of W. G. Deal. In IStiO, E. W. Kirkham. At 
the next conference it was reported that he had not yet arrived 
upon the Coast. He never came. During the whole year the 
place was supplied in the best way it could be done, but most 
of the year by a superanuated member of an Eastern conference. 
In 18SI, C, V. Anthony and J. E. Wickes were in charge. Thie 
was the plan of the circuit at that time. Alameda, preaching 
every Sabbath morning and evening; Oakland, every Sabbath 
afternoon at three o'clock; Kan T^andro, every Sabbath morn- 
ing; San Lorenzo, once in two weeks at three o'clock; Haywards, - 
once in two weeks at three o'clock. In 1862, Oakland was a charge 
by itself, the other parts of the circuit being called Alameda and 
San I-eandro, with W, Gafney in charge. In 1S64, C. E. Rich. In 
1865, San Lcandro was dropped from the name of the charge, 
without other change. In 1866, Alameda was certainly a station, 
perhaps it was the year before, but now San Leandro, so long 
connected with it, became a separate charge. Rich, remaining in 
Alameda: in 1867, J. Daniel; in 1869, R. M. Hammond; in 
1870, it was supplied by G. G. Walter: in 1871, W. HuIbert.'By 
this time the center of interest, and of population as well, was at 
Park Street. The prosperity of the Churcl) depended upon .) 
change of location. A lot was purchased on Park Street and the- 
church moved thereon. Great praise is due to the memory of 
Mrs. John Gunn, who was foremost in soliciting the money 
by which this was brought about. She and her husband had been 
iibic and willing workers in this church for several years pre- 
ceding. They were both natives of Scotland, he of Highland 
birth and blood. Intelligent and original, many happy thoiight». 
were uttered by him in his prayer and class-meeting testimoiue«. 
They moved to Oakland soon after the change referred to in 
Alameda, where they lived until a few years ago, when, not lon^i 
apart, they went to their reward. In 1874. J. W. Ross. He diil 
not remain a year, the Pacific Grove enterprise taking him to 
that place. F. P. Tower finished out the year, and was regularly 
Hppnintcd at the next conference. A new chureh building w»s. 
now begun. More ground was bought, making the lot 100 x 150, 
on which they proceeded to build a church 40 x 70, In 1876. 
H. K. Hencfxk. He wion had the chureh completed. [| was dedi- 
catied December 24. of that year. Dr. Jewell officiating, in 187B, 
Alameda iHtamc n pHrl of the Sioekton District. Ir had alway?. 
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previously been in that of San FrBneiseo, except one year, when 
the Oakland District was formed, though of very different terri- 
tory than that which bore the name in after years. In 1879, 
T. S. Dunn. A revival added a goodly uumlier to the Church 
while he was there. In 1881, 51. C. Briggs. More land with a 
parsonage was now purdiasfd. In 18S-1, R. Bently; in 1885-6, a 
thurch was built at AVost End, wliich, in the year last named, 
became a separate charge. In 1885, the name of the charge was 
Alameda and West End. In 1886. it took the title of Alameda 
First Church, with A. T. Needham. pastor. In ISST, A. J. Nel- 
son. The church was raised and a basement story added. In 
w 3888. J. Kirhy; in 1833, J. Coyle; in 1893. F. D. Bovard. The 
I "jtricc of the land had- greatly appreciated on account of the 
growth of the Cit^ and the encroachment of business. This led 
to a plan to make the land productive of revenue, not only to se- 
cure a better church for their own use, but also to help other 
churches contiguous, actual or prospective. The details need not 
be given here. In 1897, when Dr. Bovard was returned for the 
fifth year, there were two hundred and ninety members in full 
connection, ten probationers, and two hundred and sixty-six 
scholars in the Sunday-school. One church valued at ■$30,00ri. 
■one parsonage valued at $8,000; they paid the pastor $2,000, 
presiding elder $1G0, bishops $30, and raised for missions $31!i. 

Among the names this Churdj has reason to cherish, we may, 
for want of information, give but a few : Arthur S. Barber, was 
.a man who had been identified with that Church from the very 
heginning. He was bom in Yorkshire, England, in 1817. He 
■came to America when twenty-three years old, was in California 
in 1849, settled in Alameda in 1853, was appointed post master, 
by President Filmore, in 1855, a position continuously held for 
thirty-four years. He died September 7, 1896. 

T. W. Williamson, a staunch Methodist, father of Mrs. Dr. 
Benson and of other good workers in our Zion, closed his earthly 
life in fellowship with the Church, June 9, 1883. He was born 
in Kentucky, in 1799. 

Levi Jenks, formerly a member of the Kock River Conference 
was a laborer here during the last years of his life. He was 
horn 1808, died January 18, 1887, John Trgloan was for many 
years a member ni this Church. He was a pioneer, having come 
"to California a Methodist in 18.52. He was converted in Wis- 
consin under the labors of I. M. Leihy, afterward of our con- 
ference. He was bom in Cornwall, England, December 39, 1818, 
Hune to America when twenty-one years old, and became an en- 
thusiastic American. Though having large interests in mines, 
' B was always opposed to Snnday labor, and was willing, if neoi! 
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be, to suffer loss rather than to violate his conscience on that 
jeet. He died in Alameda, N'oveuiber 24, 1897. 

The writer well remembers Horatio Moses and his exceilent 
wife, who used to come from Fruitvale to the Church in Ala- 
meda, in 1861, They had been doing thia already for about four 
years. They closed their days in the fellowship then begun. 
Mrs. Moses was born in 1800, converted in childhood, married 
John Creamer, a member of conference, in 1820. Having been 
bereaved of her busband, she married Mr. Moses, of Paterson, 
'New Jersey, and came to California in 18S7. She died April 
16, 1883. Her second husband had ytreceded her to the home of 
the blessed. 

The year 1854, marks the organization of our Church in Pet- 
aluma. J. K. Walker had been over all Sonoma County, preach- 
ing where he could find hearers, and Petaluma became a point in 
his circuit. He was sent this year as a supply to the Petalumn 
" Mission,'' and in July following he organized a Church of sis 
members. It must not be inferred that this was the first time 
services had been held in Petaluma. The lynx-eyed Batemau 
had visited it long before, hut this year indicates a point of im- 
portance sufficient to warrent its being made the center of a 
circuit. But from the organization the place rapidly grew in 
importance until in 1855. less than a year after it l)egan exist- 
ence, it was set apart as a separate work, with J. Hunter in 
charge. At the end of the first year of Mr. Hunter's pastorate 
he reported fifty-seven members in full connection, twenty-one 
probationers and three local preachers. A most remarkablfr- 
showing truly. He also reported a parsonage, and $400 raised 
to build a church. The value of the property was estimated at 
1(3,000. The lot on which both church and parsonage were fir^ 
built was on Kentucky Street, and was afterward sold to the- 
city for a hall and public library. In 1857, W. J. Maclay. In 
1859, D. A. Drj-den. In ISGO. J. McH. Caldwell. In 1861, J. 
W. Stump. In 1863, I. M. Leihy. In 1864, supplied by E. S. 
Lippit. During his pastorate a new and somewhat expensive 
building enterprise was undertaken. The old property having 
been sold to the city, a large lot was secured on the comer of 
Keller and English Streets. The basement, or what waa in- 
tended for a basement, was erected, roofed over, and used as an 
audience room. The building was of brick, and a considerablu 
debt was contracted in getting it thus far on llic way towards 
completion. In ISiKJ, J. HiinfiT. lie had Ix-en on Ibc «upn<- 
nnuated list for some time, and his health did not long allow of 
hill holding tin- position. W. I'ick had Wvn apiKiintccl agffnt of 
the TJniTeTBity, bnt Bad resigned, and when Hunter was obligfid 
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) the charge he took it. In 18«7, R. W. Willia 



to give up t 

In 1869, W. S. Tumor. In 1S7I, J. L. Trefren. In 1873, .A,. J. 
Nelson. And now a new departure was taken. It was decided to 
change the plan, and instead of raa-king a two story church, 
put up a high Gothic roof, and finish the church as it was. This 
was done, not without friction and some discontent, hut that 
passed away in time, and as the population did not warrent a 
larger church, it was on the whole the best that could be done. 
In 1875, fi. CHfEord. In 1878, E. R. DiUe. During Dr. Dille's 
pastorate the last dollar's indebetedness was paid. The six years 
of these two preachers were years of continued proBperity. The 
church grew in numbers and influence. In 1881, C. V. Anthony. 
In 1883, R. L. Harford. His health was poor when he came, 
and it steadily declined, until he died in the midst of the confer- 
ence year. E. R. Willis supplied the charge to the close nf the 
year, and was then regularly appointed to the church. In 1884, 
J. A. Van Anda. In 1S8U, C. E. Rich. During the pastorate of 
Mr. Rich the church was considerably remodeled. The audience 
im was shortened, while the parlors were much increased, and 
le whole of the inside work repainted and papered. In 1888, 
' M. Woodward. In 1890, M. C. Brigge. In 1894, T. H. 
Woodward. In 1897, T. A. Atkinson. By death and removals 
the membership of the Chnrcb has diminished from what is was 
in formei' years, but the Church is well organized, the future 
iTomising. 

Our history closes with the following statistics: Membere. 
probationers, nineteen ; one local preacher ; and 144 schol- 
L the Snudav-school. One church valued at $16,000; one 
■sonage valued "at $1,200. They paid the pastor $1,300. Pre- 
|ding elder $90. Raised for missions $33. 

Rnssian and Big River Circuit covered all that region North 
the biiy not otherwise named and provided for. It was the 
ither circuit from which numerous other charges came. These 
.1 be considered as the growth of that beautiful country- shall 
)gress. 

James Corwin was sent to all the Humbolt region in 1853. 
i toiled for one year and returned with two charges to be 
povided for — Union, to which he was returned, and Bucksport, 
^ch was left to be supplied. Let us consider the last first. 
^cksport was a landing place only about two miles from where 
■ ti city of Eureka now stands. In those early times it was sup- 
1 to be a point of importance, but Eureka sprang up and 
JJowed it. In 18-55, W. Gafney was sent there. In 1856, it 
e an appendage of Union, It then disappears from the list 
I charges. 
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Union was for a time tlic chief point nf interest tn our vark I 
in Humbolt County. lu 1855 it was associated with Bucksport. 
and E. W. Williamson and W. Gflfney were in cliargc. After- 
ward Gafney took Bucksport and Williamson was in charge at 
Union. In 185fi, they were again together, with J. H. Miller 
in charge, and one more to be supplied. At this time there w«e 
11 Church in Union, and a societv having fortv eonmiunicants. 
Valne of church property $3,3U(l'. In 1875 it' h.is l.'uion and 
Eureka, with J, W. Burton and H. Van Gundy in charge. In 
1858, C. H. Northup. In 1859, Union stands alone, and was 
supplied, hut by whom is not stated. Tn 18(50. ,\. J. Huestis. 
In ISyi the name of the town having l>een changed, the name 
of the charge became Areata, with B. W. Rusk pastor. In 1862, 
W. B. Priddy. In 18f)3, it was siipplied, hnt by whom is not 
Btated. In 1864, J. M. Campbell. In 18(i6, S. L. Hamilton. 
During his pastorate the church now in use was erected. In 
1867. G. McRne. In 18C8, R. May. In 1870 it was again with 
Eureka, and P. L. Haj-nes and B. W. Rusk were in charge. In 
1871 it was left to be supplied. In 1S78 it was Areata and Trini- 
dad, in nhargc of 0. R. Stanley. In ISIS Trinidatl was left off 
the name, Stanley Iwing still in charge. In ]875, J. B. Maxfield, 
who never put in an appearance. It cannot he here stated who 
supplied il that year. In IKTi;, B. V. Tavlor. In 1878. D. W. 
Chilson. In 1880. J. B. Chisholm. In iSm. K. A. Wihie. In 
188(J, S. M. Woodward. In 188!), F, I,. Tuttle. In 1890, C. E. 
Pettis. In 18EI4, E. E. Podge. In laOB. A. Holbpook. His 

Eastoratc passes Ihe limits of this history. Slcnibers 112, pro- , 
ationers Ihirty-fivc, scholars in Sunday-school J50, two cliurchrs 
of an aggregate value of ^(.500. one parsonage valued at $1.5trt> 
paid pastor $950, presiding elder $80, bishops $3, raised for 
missions 832. 

In writing up the history of the Churches about Humboldt 
Bay. no reference lias been made to charges in the districts. 
These have been many, and their recurrence so frequently would 
become monotonous. The Reader can easily get track of them by 
examining the various lists of distariets. 

Iowa HiB was left to be supplied. In 1855, G. A. Haien. 
At the end of one year the charge had sixty-four communicants. 
It had also two churches and one parsonage. In 1858 it waa on 
the Sacramento District instead of the Marysvilie with W. Wi!- 
mot pastor. In 1859 it is called Iowa Citv, with H. J. Blood 
pastor. In 1860, J. Maclay. In 1862, J. Rogers. In 1863, J. 
Corwin- In 1864, left to be supplied. In 18G5, it was supplied 
by E. A. Wible. In 1866. A. C. Hazard. In 1867, A. R. Sheriff. 
In 1868, it is Iowa Hill and Forest Hill, with I. J. Roes in 
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chaise. In 1869, it ie Iowa Hill ami Colfax, I. J. Rosr still in 
charge. In 1870, R. Kernick. In 1871, J. H. Peters. In 1872, 
G. Larkin. In 1873, it is Colfax and Inwfl Hill with J. J, 
Cleveland pastor. In 1875, S. Jones. In 1877, W. H. Hughes. 
In 1878, G. H. Staidey. In 1880, W. Peek. In 1881, W. M. 
Johnson. In 1882, \V. M. Woodward. In 1883, it no where ap- 
pears. It is never named again during the period of this history. 
Greatly reduced in people, it hfts proKahly become simply ft 
preaching place on some contiguous circuit. 

We find in connection with the appointments of San Fran- 
cisco a City Mission with R. B. Stratton in charge. According 
to the writer's memory he did not long remain, going thence to 
Yreka. This city mission embraced mainly, if not wholly, the 
mission Dolores. 

Michigan Citj', with J. Pettit in charge, was a place described 
in the Advocate of alxiut that time, as situated high up in the 
mountains, between the North and Middle Forks of the Ameri- 
can River:, Forests of pine, cedar and oak abounded, and the 
mines were excellent. lb rloes not appear among the appoini- 
ments again until 18D8, when J. W. Hicks was in charge. In 
1859, T. H. McGrath. In 18<!0, .7. J. Ueveland. In 1861 there 
was a Michigan Bluffs, and a Michigan Bar, the former with 
.7. Rogers, and the latter with W. Pitnor, in charge. Probably 
the former is the place we are considering under a changed name. 
In 1862, W. Wilmot was sent to Michigan Bluffs, and Michigan 
Bar was left out of the list. In 1863. J. SI. Hinman. In 186i 
it was Yankee Jim's and Michigan Blutfs. In 1865 it reported 
twenty members, two churches of the aggregate vahie of $3,000, 
and two parsonages of the aggregate value of $2,000. That year 
it is left out of the appointments, nor does it again appear until 
1873, when it was an appendage of Forest Hill. 

This year we find a Marysville mission. It was probably the 
region lying west of Marysville, a part of the country rich in 
farming lands and already becoming settled with well-to-do 
farmers. Mr. Sheldon did not stay there, a more promising field 
took him to Shasta. 

Twice the name of Uibsonvillc was in the list of appoint- 
ments. Then we see no more of it. It was left to be supplied 
in 1854, but in 18-55, H. E. Foster was appointed there. In 
1856 it had sixteen communicants, twenty-five scholars in Sun- 
day-school, and a church valued at $1,300. From which facis 
it is probable that it was not abandoned, but assumed another 
name. 

James JIcGowan, if the writer is not misinformed, was the 
apostle of Methodism to Mnrphys. He was the local elder 
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whose house the Church in Alanicda ^ras organized. When n 
society was formed at Murphys it ie now impossible ni determi- 
utttion. It is certain we hud a t'hnrch nrfraniKed, and it hail 
several years of history. In 1854 it wag supplied by J. H. Miller. 
In 1854 J. McGowan supplied it. In 18.i6 there witl' sixty coui- 
mimicant!-. There were eighty scholars in the Sunday-school, a 
church and a parsonage, though both must have been of very 
un pretentious character, since they were estimated as only worth, 
taken together, $700. That year it was again supplied, but !)y 
whom is not known. In ISS? it does not appear in the list. In 
1861 J. JIcGowan is again sent, as if to save the toil of other 
years. Perhaps he found it a hopelees undertaking, certainly 
no one was sent the years following. 

Adam Bland was given a circuit in 1853, he made it a district 
in 1854. He wanted Kve men, he obtained two, that was Oie 
proportion of supply to demand in those early days. Bland was 
laying the foundations of another conference, lie was tEc" advance 
agent of a vast multitude, whose coming tread he Ihougbt he 
heard a;; 1h- lay uith his ear to tlie ground, and ^-Icpt alone 
under the stars of heaven. He coasted along the placid oci^an, 
he climbed the thirsty mountains, lie threaded the healed vallej"^ 
and he wanted to take all that goodly south land for God. His 
demand was not too much. Suppose he could have just then 
encountered a class from a theological school, trained as al) such 
ought to 1* trained, to thank God for any field of labor where 
men were found who needed the gospel, and they had heeded ht» 
call, what a different history would have been written. It \e 
useless to write anything now of the three places that had to bo 
left for years lagging for help, it must suffice to write when 
some one goes, but of two we must write now, 

Ijos .Angeles had at last a pastor in 1854. It was J. MeH. 
Caldwell. He remained one year, and then the charge was left 
to be supplied. In 18.^0, A.L. S. Bateman. The statistics of 
that year have not one entry for Los Angeles. In 185T, E. Mer- 
chant. We have seen elsewhere what a foundation he bad to 
build upon, but alas I he lived not to build. In 1858, Los 
Angeles and San Bamardino were together and left to be sup- 
plied. In 18.59. D. Tuthill. He was there but a part of the 
year and made no report af the end of it. In 1860 it was Los 
.\ngeles and El Monte, and left to be supplied. But it is needless 
to go through the history of this church, if church it may be 
called, for several years. It is to be supplied each conference 
when the appointments are read out, it is found with a line of 
blanks opposite the name when the minutes are published. It 
was not until ISfiT that a man's name appears in place of the 
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monotonous "to be supplied." That name was A. P. Hendon. 
We look anxiously in the reports of 1868 for what had come down 
as the result of labors expanded in years gone by, and only one 
item of information is found, that is full of hope, we had forty 
members in Los Angeles circuit. That year the work was di- 
vided, Los Angeles falls to A. Coplin, while the circuit is given in 
-charge of Hendon. In 1869 the minutes report a church valued 
at $4,000, and a membership of twenty-one. Hendon reports 
fifty-four communicants all told. This year A. M. Hough went 
to Los Angeles, and the circuit is left out of the list of appoint- 
ments. No doubt the circuit takes another name. Mr. Hough 
went to work with his usual energ}\ He found a heavy debt and 
soon had it paid. He saw need of certain improvements, and 
they were soon added. In 1871, P. Y. Cool. In 1872, J. W. 
Stump. In 1873, J. M. Campbell. In 1875, G. S. Hickey. 
This was the last appointment made from the California Confer- 
-^nce, the next year it received its pastor from the Southern 
California Conference. The last statistics available for this 
history were those of 1874. Members 117, probationers one, 
Sunday-school scholars 100. They had one church valued at 
$4,500, one parsonage valued at $2,300. They paid the pastor 
$1,200. Presiding elder $1 20. Bishops $4. Raised for missions 
$40. Tliese figures indicate that the old days of hardship and 
•struggle had passed, and that Los Angeles was already heading 
rapidly to the lead of a great church movement, greater indeed 
"than anybody would have dared at that time to prophesy. 

A preacher was sent to Lexington in 1854, none other than 
ihe earnest Dunlap, whose work we have seen in the extreme 
north. It sounds strangely to meet this name, Lexington, in a 
region all plastered over with the names of saints and sacred 
institutions. Who were the ambitious Yankees who displaced 
some saint^s name, perhaps, to establish this, so precious to 
American ears ? It was in Ijos Angeles County as we learn from 
Dunlap himself. Is there such a place now in that County? 
Dunlap says they built " a baloon church " there at a cost of 
from three to four hundred dollars. But it was hard work. The 
elements were against our Church, being mostly from the South. 
The next year Dunlap returned to Lexington, but in speaking of 
his work he always, or nearly so, speaks of El Monte. This he 
informs us was in San Gabriel Valley about twelve miles east 
of Los Angeles. It appears as an appendage of Los Angeles 
afterward, and probably occurs as Los Angeles Circuit still later. 
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The Third Conlerence. 

It was held in Stockton, Hay 16th and Osmond C. Baker ' 
presided. He wore glasses, was of medium stature, quiet and 
dignified in bearing, presided with alfability, and preached on 
Sunday, not a great sermon, but one of much appropriatenee?, 
and one well calculated to give great encouragement to that body 
of weary itinerants, who were laboring under more serious diffi- 
cullies than any similar number of ministers on the face of the 
earth. To a stranger the conference discussions would not ap- 
pear in a very favorable light. These men had come from every 
part of the "' States," as we still called all parts of the natJou 
on the other side of the continent. Raised and educated under 
different circumstancee, each confident that his way waa best 
there was a sharpness of retort which indicated a want of charity, 
perhaps more in seeming than in reality. Jjet us also remember 
that they had many trials and few comforts. They were aiir- 
rounded by men who were worldly, and to a great degree selfish. 
Even the members of tlie Church partook too largely of the same 
spirit. It is not to be wondered at if the type of piety was not 
of the highest possible manifestation. 

The debate on slavery was eppceially bitter. It was the last 
session before the general conference of 1856, and deligates to 
that l>fldy had to be elected. The anti-elavery sentiment wu 
rapidly being developed in the Xorth. We were speedily dri^ 
ing towanls that terrible conflict which followed only five years 
later. Some wanted the moat radical deliverance to govern th« 
action of the delegates, some wanted none at all, thinking that 
agitation would be injurious to the welfare and unity of the 
Church. It was not a question merely affecting the Eastern side 
of the country', the politics of the State was intensely interested 
on the same theme. The Know Nothing movement, tiea In 
the M'nith of its development, could do hut little to allay the 
bitterness with which this subject was disciiBsed. Laymm ' 
everj-where were interested, and lavmen were looking on- It ■] 
(146) 
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ie to be feared that some of thtm hated, wliat the\' were y 
to call, fanaticism, worse thau they hatud sin. ''ITie papers had 
much to say about these ministers dabbling in polities. It was 
flaimcd that some appointments were affected by that debate. 
At last they reached results that nearly ail the eoiifereace agreed 
to, though as in nearly all eases of compromise, some on both 
sides voted for what they did not like. With some they were too 
radical, with some they were decidedly time serving. Hesotutions 
from other conferences had been received asking for a change 
of rule on slavery, so as tn entirely exclude slave holding from 
the Cliurch. The report of the committee on the subject will 
be found of interest. " Resolved; first. That we do not concur 
m the proposed changes of the general rule. Resolved; second, 
That we request the general conference by resolution, so to ex- 
plain said rule as to make it evident that it forbids the buying 
and selling of men, women and children as slaves. Resolved; 
third. That we respectfully request the genera! conference at 
its nest session to take into consideration the propriety of so 
revising the chapter on slavery- as to require slaTehoiders to 
emiincipate their slaves when emancipation is not impracticable, 
or where age or infirmity does not render it unjust to the slave.'' 
The first and second resolutions were adopted by thirty-eight to 
two. A larger number voted against the third resolution but it 
carried by a considerable majority. The whole report was adop- 
ted by a vote of twenty-five to eleven. 

The statistics show a decrease in membership. The precise 
difference it is hard to determine. One account of members for 
1854, makes the number, as before given, 1534. the other ISS.'i. 
If the first is correct, then the falling off was not less than 
193. If the second, which is very probable, then the decrease 
was only three. Here are the figures as nearly as they can h? 
ascertained. Members 1332. Probationers 143. Local preach- 
ers eleven. Number of churches twenty-one. Number of pars- 
onages nine. Number of lots thirty-one. The aggregate of 
"quarterage" paid was $4T,000. "Table expenses" $37,000. 
Value of church property $37,400. No reports from Sunday- 
schools available. Members of conference forty-five. Probation- 
ers thirteen. Missionary money appropriated $9,950. 

There were fifty-nine pastoral appointments this year dis- 
tributed on four districts. Southern California District was dis- 
continued, its appointments being mostly put on the San Fran- 
cisco. A new district had been formed out of the Marj'sville, 
with E. Arnold in charge. This last named district went up 
from Colusa to the Oregon line and across to the ocean. 

H. C. Benson was left without an appointment expecting to 



148 ViFlY YE.4RS OF METIIODISJI. 

take a trimsfer to one of the Indiana ConfereDcce. He afterwafS ' 
changed Iiis mind, and located, but when this was done is uncer- 
tain. No mention of hia name is made in the minutes of the 
California Conference except that under consideration until 
1858 when he was readmitted on a eertifieate of location. He 
was secretan' of the conference in 1855. Ab he did not go east, 
it is probable that he located from the California Conference ' 
in 1856, and that tlie secretary forgot to mention the fact in the 
minutes. Another item concerning tins conference must sufliee 
before we turn to consider the new men and new fields. Bishop 
Andrew of the ChurcK South, was present and introduced to the 
c-onference. As his case was the occasion, rather than the caust', 
of the division of the Church, the debate on slavL'ry must have 
been one of much interest to him. 

Six new men now appear for the first time on the conference 
roll. The first of these who reached the field and went to work 
was Ehenezer .\rnold. He was of New England blood, though ' 
bom and raised in the State of Xew York. His mother wa« » ' 
woman of rare Christian character, by whom he was early led 
to Christ. He joined the Black River Conference in 1838. AftiT 
about si.\teen years of labor there, he started for Oregon, reacu- 
ing San Francisco April '2, 1854. Being strongly urged to re- 
main in Califomia,-he consented, and at once took the Shasta 
District. It was an immense region, of a mouniainous charBcter, 
wliicli can only be traveled on horseback, or rather muleback, 
for not many horses could have been found to go where the rider* 
had to go, in journeying over the trails that constituted the 
»um total of all highways Icnown in those parts in the early dayr. 
He was a man of forty years of age, poss^fsed of a strong roboet 
body, well formed features, and a voice of tremenduous power, 
though he was not boisterous in preaching except when occasinn 
seemed to warrent. He remained on the district, toiling with 
xeal and enduring hardships, until the conference of 1857, when 
his name does not appear among the appointments, though still 
uptm the roll. During that year he moved to Oregon, and in 
1858 was transferred to that conference and was made principal 
of the UmjHiua Academy. After a few years in Oregon he re- i 
turned To New York, whore he has made quite a history in his 
old conference. 

The rirst Sunday in June. 1855 the writer liad his first ex- 
perience, with his first presiding elder, on the first charge ever 
given him. In the morning Mr. Arnold preached in the court 
house in Weaver. The Sacrament of the i»rdV Supper was ad- 
ministered to about half a dozen souls, all who cared to conteas 
their Master in that way. In the aftemoon he preached od the 
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ireet, Jonah was hie theme. Jonah was a type of the back- 
lider, the man who shirked duty. There was no place for such 
man. He could not be tolerated on shipboard, and ho was 
irown into the sea. A fish swallowed him, but got the worst of 
tranaaction. Jonah set hard on the fish's stomach. Cast 
out upon land, he had sufEered other rejections and mishaps if he 
had not I'epented and turned to the duty he had forsaken. Then 
he made an application. Some of those who heard him perhaps, 
had been passing throtigh a bitter esperience. Men on evary aide- 
of them had been "striking it rich," but they had not obtained. 
" thei color." They Jiad spent all they possessed, and had well 
nigh exhausted their credit, and were now at their wit's end to 
know what to do. He advised them to institute an inquiry. 
Perhaps they had a Jonah in the company. Possibly a back- 
'sliden deacon, or class leader, or preacher. Then lifting his 
lice to the full e.\tent of its power he shouted, •' Pitch him out I , 
'itch him out ! Pitch him out ! " Whether it led to the break- 
ing up of any mining company may be questioned, but it is cer- 
tain it created quite a sensation in that large crowd that stoo<l 
around listening to him. He was intensely anti-Mason, carying 
his prejudices to all secret societies. He wouid not affiliate with 
the Sons of Temperance, because of their secret character. This 
produced some friction in certain quarters of the district. To 
the writer he was very helpful, and his visits were made intensely 
profitable. 

Eleazer Thomas was nearly six feet high, well proportioned, . 
if light complexion, had blue eyes, a massive forehead, and in 
iQl respects a man of commanding appearance. He was bom at 
Chatham's Corners, New York, January 16, 1814. He was edu- 
cated at Lima, and entered the Genessee Conference in 1838. 
For some time before he came to California he had preached 
and professed the attainment of entire sa notification. His pre- 
sentation of that theme at conference sessions and at camp ■ 
meetings was often attended by great power. He did but one 
j'ear of pastoral work. His position on the Advocate, however, 
as well as the ability he displayed in planning work, and dis- 
ctissing questions on the conference floor, soon made him a leader 
among his brethren, whose influence was equal to any. He loved 
to travel, was fond of helping presidiug elders, often at camp 
meetings, and other large gatherings, so that before his death he 
was about the most extensively known man in the State. From 
the paper he went to the no less prominent position of agent of 
the Depository. In 1873 he became presiding elder of the Peta- 
luma District, alas, the only other office he was ever to fill in 
the Church of God. In the exciting session of 1873 in San Jose,, 
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-how little did aiiyone think that wt should never hear hia i^oic*^ 

. again on the conference floor. But bo it was to be. He was I 
most cruelly shot while attending to his duties as a Peace Coin- 1 
missioner of the United States, sent to quiet disturbances among I 
the Modoc Indians in the northeni purt of the State. He wds J 
elain by the very men whom lie was doing his best to shield 1 
from the consequences of their past misconduct. There wp« J 
fears that harm would befall him if he ventured out upon tlifl I 
lava beds. Indeed it is credably stated that a woman of Modoo J 
blood, though the wife of an American, hazzarded her life lo j 
warn the commissioners not to go. But they had jiive-' I 

word, and thev kept it, though in doing so two of tliem went to J 
their death. Thus on the 11th of April. 187.1, without a mo- J 
mentV worning, he was sent into eternity. 1 

MTien he received the telegram conveying the intelligeui-o | 
that he was appointed peace commissioner he said. "' It has Ikwu I 
my calling to carry peace to men, that if my mission now." When I 
hia friends in Napa, where he resided, cautioned him of the j 

■ danger attending his duty, he said, '■ Heaven is just h» near the I 
lava beds as from Napa City." He seemed to have foreboding* I 
of evil, and made this request of one of the menibers of confer- 1 
ence. " If 1 should never return alive, I want the brethren of the J 
TOnferenee to know that I have nothing but the warmest lovfl I 
in my heart for every one of them." Again he remarked at tlisi 
same time, " You know that I have always dreaded a tiiigerin;^ J 
old age. if I go that way it will be cut short. The will of th« J 
Lord ije done. It will !» but one step." It was well for him as a 
it was. Hilt the Church lost the promise of twenty years of *f- I 
fective work on account of his untimely taking off. 1 

Samuel B. Rooney was another transfer at this time. He was 1 
an Irishman, short rather thick set. with sandy hair and tloriil j 
complexion. He was a man of more than ordinary ability in l 
the pulpit. His first year was attended with disaster. Oomcetio J 

- affliction of a most serious character led to conduct on his part J 
requiring investigation. The committee condoned his oflwice 1 
on the ground of great temptation, and on promise of bis return 
to the East, he was cleared. Instead of leaving the Coast he 
joined the Congregational Church, and became pastor of a email 

•society of that denomination in San Francisco. He remained 
witii them only a short time, when he rejoined the Mrtli 
Church, was licensed to preach, but his credentials as an elder I 
wer^ not returned to him. He was some time in the temperance | 
work, and in 18li0 supplied very etiiciently the Church in Vir- I 
ginia City. Having spent a year or two in mining speculation, I 
he went tc New Jersey, and joined the Newark Conference, in i 



1855. 



THE THIRD CONKEKENTE. 



15' 



which relation he has remained until now. His credentials - 
were never returned for reasons which the conference here con- 
sidered sufficient. They were asked for by the Newark Confer- 
ence, and once ordered to be restored by the general conference. 
This order was refused, not only for the old reason, but also 
because the general conference exceeded the bounds of its au- 
thority in making a demand contrary to the law of discipline, . 
which leaves the determination of such matters to the annu-il 
conference. The general conference could change the discipline, . 
but had no power to require an annual conference to do what 
was contrarj- to it. So far as the writer knows, Mr. Rooney has - 
been a consistent minister in his new relations. 

This year marks the introduction of the Uerman work into - 
California. August Kelner was the first preacher. He was a 
native of Hanover, bom in 1819. Was educated and confirmed 
in the Lutheran Church. Came to America in 1848. In the 
same year he was converted under the ministry of Phillip Kuhl 
in St. Louis, Mo. Six months later he was licensed to preach 
and sent lo a circuit in Wisconsin. He was about thirty-si.'c 
years old when sent to plant German Metho.dism on the Pacific 
Coast. A large, strongly built, vigorous man as one would see- 
in many day's search. A man of indomitable zeal, he pushed the 
work from the very beginning. Preaching in all the large cities, 
he soon had societies formed in most of them, but gave his great- 
est care to San Francisco. The first Gorman Church built was 
in Stockton. It was dedicated on the 23d day of September 
1855, by Dr. Briggs. As help came he pressed on in the work, 
nor stayed to rest until his soul took its departure to a land where ■ 
weariness is unknown. He fell to sleep April 11, 1863, His 
sickness was brief, but very severe, the strong body broke down 
under the intense strain. He left two children with their - 
mother, three having preceded him to their heavenly home. One 
daughter is the wife of W. L. Woodrow, both well known mem- 
bers of First Church, San Jose. 

P. Gr. Buchanan was bom in Steuben Countv, New York, 
September 38, 1831. His father removed fo the State of Ohio 
the following year. He prepared for college under Dr. — after- 
wards bishop — Thompson, at Norwalk Seminary. He was 
graduated from Ann Arbor in 1846, and joined the Michigan 
Conference the same year. Here he filled several important 
charges very successfully, in some of them having wonderful 
revivals. While pastor at Plymouth, not less than five hundred . 
souls were converted to God. While professor at Albion, he 
was poisoned with chlorine gas and compelled to desist from,, 
work for n year. In 1S.")2 he v/an transferred to the Oregon Con- 
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-ferenoe and appointed principal of the Portland Academy. 
His health again failing, he returned to the pastorate, setriiig 
Oregon City and Taylor Str-eet, Portland. On account of health, 
he was transferred to California Conference in 1855. His labors 
in Oregon and for four years in California were very successful, 
especially in Stockton. In 185'J he located. Hie reasons for thia 
step need not enter into this history. No one could doubt but 
that he acted conscientiously. He afterward became & Congre- 

_gationalisl. After several years in connection with the Congre- 
gationalist and Presbyterian Churches, he returned in 18's lo 
the California Conference, doing work in various places a& the 
history of churches will show. His health having failed again, 
he took ;i superuunierarv relation in 18y3, and u superanuaiwl 
relation in 1894. 

A class of ten was received on piX)bation at this confereuce. 

•Of these, two dropped out at the-end of one year. One of these. 
B. W. liusk, joined again about live years later, did eiglilwn 
years' service, took a supi?rnumerary relation in 18T3, and was 
znade a superanuate in 1887. His residence for many years has 
been in .Southern CaliCoruia, though his niemburship has always 
remained here, H. K. l-'ostcr, after he left the regular work, wa« 
a coli>orter of the California Bible Society for many years. He 
finally settled on a farm near Lodi, where he died near the end 
of ]88(i. Ho had married an excellent woman, only a few years 
before, in Oakland. His last sutferings were of the most intense 
character, but his Christian patience was as great as his day 
demanded. The writer administered the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper when he was near his end. Never was the De- 
vine presence more sensibly fell by those present than on that 
occasion. He was a local preacher at the time of his death. 
Edwin Aylworth continued with his class until they were received 
into full connection, but located in ISoS. Two years later he was 
8 member of the Church in Santa Clara. 

Alfreil Higbie «'as born in Delaware County, New York. 
November 11, 1814. He was raised on a farm where he worired 
during the summer and went to school during the winter. 
Ih-iveii from manual labor by ill health, he became a teacher. 
He then took an academic course of four years. During the last 
of these he was licensed to preach. This was in 1843. He con- 
tinued to tench and to preach, and alxo to follow up his studteD 
in the languages, mathematics and physics. He married in 
1848. He says. " On the 5lh of April, 1852. amid a terrific snow 
storm. I left New York for California, to settle an important 
business affair for n New York tirm. t..anded at Commercial 

■ Street, or Long Wharf at 4 p. M. on Monday, May 10, 188S. 
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After performing the duties assigned me by the New York 
firm, I assisted Bev. S. D. Simonds in varioiis ways in the office 
of the California Ckrintian Advocate, and Rev. Wm. Taylor In 
the office of the Book Depository. Both these offices were in one 
room on the Bethel Ship on Davis Street, then out in the 
bay. * * * Conference arrived February 16, 1854, Bishop 
Simpson presiding. The bishop and presiding elder thought I 
ought to go into the regular ^york, that my services there would 
be of more importance than they could be — under the circum- 
stances — in the depository. So I took leave of a work which 
has grown in strength and usefuln(»ss to the present day.'' 

Mr. Higbie supplied ^lomion Island one year before this 
time. He was then admitted on probation and sent back to the 
same work. He had Mormon Island, a town on the South Fork 
of the American River, about twenty-two miles form Sacramento, 
but he was expected to labor in parts of three Counties, namely: 
Sacramenlo, Fl Dorado, and Placer. Note some of his appoint- 
ments, we say some, for in those days a great deal of irregular 
work was done where no regular services were held. But these 
were preaching places where he went at set times. ^lornion Is- 
land, Red Bank, Negro Hill, Doten's, BeaFs Bar, Rattlesnake, 
Salmon Falls, Railroad House, Michigan Bar, Prairie City, and 
Granite City, now Folsom. He says he " preached three times on 
Sunday, and every alternate round four times, and rode from 
twenty-five to forty miles. The miners on my work were ex- 
ceptionally fine men. Had a frame parsonage, fairly good, and 
a canvas church at Mormon Island. Built a very nice frame 
church at the Railroad House, and Dr. Bannister dedicated it 
free of debt. Organized a society at the Railroad House of forty- 
five members, twenty-four from conversions, and twenty-one who 
were Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Episco- 
palians." 

The following story is so characteristic of the times that no 
doubt the reader will be pleased to have it transcribed in full 
from the pen of Mr. Higbie. " I was about to visit one of the new 
points, and asked a member at Mormon Island to accompany me, 
as he was acquainted with a number of the principal miners. 
He hesitated — thought we might be throwing away our pearls — 
but finally consented.. Among the number he introduced me to 
was one who kept a whiskey and and gambling shop. ' Well ' 
said he, "' we 're a pretty hard set over here, but we '11 try and 
use you well. Where ye goin' to spout ? ' I said I did not know, 
but wished to get the best and most convenient place in town^ 
Well he answered, ^ ye kin have my shop, I guess its the biggest 
and best in town.' The offer having been accepted, he asked,. 
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" What lime will ye begin? ' ' Early csnclleliglit,' 'AH right 
sir.' We took in the town and dined with a friend, Near the 

"time we went around to the saloon. '0, by jiniminy, I forgot 
■all about it.' Turning to the crowd he shouted, 'I say boys, 
we're goin' to have preachin' here, and here's the preacher, 
put up yer cards, sweep up, slick up now.' All eyes were turned 
towards the speaker, wondering what fresh joka he was playing 
upon them. ' Come now, its a fact,' and turning to his colored 

' boy, handed him a bell, ' Gwout now, ring um up, ring mn up. ' 
In a few minutes things ' slicked up,' the miners gathered and 
filled the ' shop.' A room about 30x75 feet. I tools my place 
in the bar, boxes with covcre off, placed one upon another, in my 
rear, and filled with bottles, jugs and glasses, while a rough 

"board, resting on two barrels, formed the counter, my desk. The 
place was well lighted, and everj-thing quiet and orderly. I 

■ 8aid, let ue sing, ' When I Can Read My Title Clear,' we sang 
it to the fine old tune of Ortonville. I pitched the tune. All 

"parts were carried in excellent time. We had harmonious music, 
real melody, the like of which might make any church feel 

"proud. I was charmed, felt Devinely moved, and preached with 
unusual freedom. At the close of the services the master of th»^ 

'establishment jumped and shouted, as he took his slouched hat. 

'* Come boys throw in, this man can 't come over here and preach 
fer nothin'. and so he took the collection, counted the money ami 
handed it to me saying, ' Her's fifty dollars, come again when 
ye feel jilk<' it and we'll give ye fifty dollars a pop.' " 

In 185!), Sir. Higbie took a superanuated relation, having 

■completely liroken down because of the failure of the vocal or- 
gans. As his general health was good, he was able to follow 
successfully the profession of a civil engineer. Once he repre- 
ecnted a southern country in the legislature, where he was the 
leading -ipirit in ^vuring Ihe hwal npiinn law of IHT.'i. hi lali-r 
years, undi'r uiueb affliction, he was of great sen-ice in the rniver- 
sity of the Pacific. Physical darkness finally settled down upon 
bim to such a degree that almost all tabor had to be given np. 
With only eyes to see his way by sunUght, he is waiting for hi>4 
transfer to the land of eternal light. 

Bishop Peck was once heard to give his first impressions i[ 
William Gafney. It was at e camp meeting. Mr. Qafney had 
not been introduced to his critic. As he saw this plain, seem- 
ingly difiideiit. man take his place in the preacher's desk. anil. 
in a very quiet manner introduce the worship of God, the Doctor 
said to himwif. "What Iwal preacher are wc to have noir?" 
When prayer was olTered by this unpretentious man, he ogaio 
«eid to niriiwlf, "Surely this man lives close to fiod." As he took 
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his text and began to unfold his theme he saw at once that sr 
master's hand was dividing the Word of Life. When the sermon- 
was finished, he pronounced it a credit to any pulpit in the na- 
tion. The manner of his entering the ministry is happily stated 
by Dr. Briggs. . " In 1851-54 W. Gafney was a class leader in 
Powell Street Church. A lady of his class pronounced him the 
best class leader she had ever known. He studied class leadings 
studied the members of his class, and studied the Word of God. 
Bro. Gafney was engaged in business with Mr. Genella, his- 
brother-in-law, was extremely reticent, almost painfully diffi- 
dent, and was listening with amazed incredulity to a call sound- 
ing in his heart to enter a wider sphere of teaching, when the lady 
alluded to said to her husband, " Bro. Gafney has a call to the- 
ministry and is resisting it." Careful enquiry made it clear to 
his brethren that the call from heaven ought to be seconded by 
a recognition on the part of the Church, and lie was urged, and 
gently forced into the ministry.'' If the reader will substitute* 
the name of Mrs. M. C. Briggs as the lady in the above story^. 
he will not err. There was no mistake about his call, the only 
mistake was in his resisting so long. His success had been 
greater had he begun sooner. He .was never what might be called' 
a popular preacher, but was always a useful one. He married 
Miss Bacon, a school teacher, not long after entering the min- 
istry. It was in every sense of the word a suitable union. After 
twenty-eight years of useful work his feebleness seemed to indi- 
cate an end of his toil. When informed by his presiding elder 
of this decision of his brethren, he sat down and wept like a child. 
Who that was present can ever forget the feelings manifested' 
when the report of the above incident was given to the con- 
ference by George Clifford? ^' I have ten dollars in my pocket," 
said this warm-hearted presiding elder, ^^ and I want it to go, 
towards helping brother Gafney to the means of living next 
year." How the shining gold fell upon the secretary's table, 
often from thin purses, but from willing hearts, in order to show 
this worthy minister of Jesus Christ how deeply he was loved, 
and how tender their sympathies were for him. He did' not long 
live to suffer the sorrow of being laid aside, a sorrow that to 
any true minister, always is, and always must be, worse than 
death itself. It was in September, 1883, that he was placed on 
the superanuated list, in May, 1885, the Master called him up> 
higher. He called his wife to his bedside and said, " Good bye,. 
1 'm happy, hallelujah." 

William J. Maclay was one of that party that reached San? 
Francisco, Mav 10, 1852. He was then twentv-six vears old, 
had but recently graduated from Dickinson College, and beeui 
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received on [irilmtioii in tliu Enltimorf (' cm fercm (■(.'. He v»» »* 
man of eiigagiug ft'atiires. a little altnve the rtipdium liet^lit, 

-of ready utterance, rather florid in style, a pleasant companion 1 
in society, and, no small item to a ilethodiet preacher, well 

Tnamed, At the conference of 1853 he was discontinued at his 

-own request. In 18,55 he agnin joineil on probation. As col- 
lege professor and president, as paetor and presiding flder, he 

.continued, with the exception of one year, to labor until I87'i, 
when, from failing health, he took a superuumerary relation to 
the conference. He settled in Napa where he was much loved. 
because well known. He represented hit; conference in the general 
conference of 1872. In 1879 he was elected to represent his 

' County in the State Legislature, but did not live to assume the j 
responsibilities of that office. He died November 13. l.ST!». 
beloved daughter H-as buried only about four hours before he 
breathed liii- last. He was paralyzed about two months befon'. 
These words appear in the eunfereucc obituarj', recorded in the 
minutes of I881I; -'To him the Eternal City might be out of . 
sight, but it was not far away. He was constantly looking to 
and hastening unto the day of the Lord. He endured ns siving 
Him that is invisible." 

H. W. Williamson was the only Knglishman in the class^ As I 
j-et the great influx nf miners from t'ornwall had not luadi 1 
affected the ministry. From that land in after years many use- 1 
ful ministers found their way into the conference, and some of | 
our best mining to\vns had a preponderance of members from 
that quarter of Kngland. Mr. Williamson was not from Corn- J 
wall. He was born on the Isle of Weight. March 23. 18S2. Hn I 
was awakened and l>egan his Christian life at the age of four- I 
teen in the home of his father, then in Southampton, He 
licensed to preach in that place, and received into the Wesleyim 1 

-Conference on trial. He left for America before his mcmlwrship 1 
was consummati-d. He reached California in 18->;f. He was mar 
ried to Miss Xanry Blaisdel Graves, of San Francisco. Febriiar} 
13, 1855. In May following he was received on trial in the Call- I 
fomia Conference. He continued in the ))astoral work until I 
1883, when increasing infirmaties compelled bim to take a super- J 

-anuated relation. Creeping-paralysis set in, and be iNvame I 
helpless. His sufferings were acute, and continueil tlirongli I 
many years. His fortitude in these sufferings were remarktible. I 
His presiding elder who had visited him, and who reported bu \ 
visit to the conference, said it was a precious means of grace J 
to siiend II si'iisou in bis company. The following exstatic n 
are taken from a letter written to me less than a year hrfoie Ml^ 
^Wth: •■ I thnnk God for the riches of His goodness, tor I 
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(brbeatance, fnr His long Buffering, for His loving kindneK*. for 
His tender mercy, and for His restraining and preveiiting grace. 
[ am abtindantly sustained by the Holy Spirit of truth. His 
■■words are esceedingly precious. Thank God, praise His name, 
thanks be to God wbo gives us the victory through our Tiord 
Jesus Christ." Thus he went \rith shoutings into glory. The 
«nd came when he had been sufficiently perfected, like his Divine 
Lord, by suffering. He was taken up in the afternoon of Jann- 
l*ry 2, 1900. 

I Memory retains the image of a man, strongly built, with a 
'keen black eye and an intelligent countenance. It was Jacob 
Hamilton Miller. He passed good examinations, never failed 
of promotion, and was ordained, with six others of his class, to 
the office of au elder in 1859. He was born in Perry County, 
Ohio. December 1). 183(1. His father was a native of Germany, 
who came to this country during the Revolutionary War. When 
a boy, Jacob was taken by his parents to Iowa, where he was 
raised. He received a partial course in the Iowa Wesleyan TJni- 
-versity, and came tn California in 1S53. After spending a year 
in mining, he was licensed to preach and employed as a supply 
•on the circuit called Murphy's Camp, He married Miss Nancy 
E. Moore at Carson's Camp, May 10, 1855, and about a week 
f ^ter was received on trial in the conference. In 1872 he was 
J^:transf erred to the Indiana Conference, and a year later to the 
tlowa. In ISTo, he was transferred to the Des Moines Confer- 
nce, of which he was a member at the time of his death. He 
3ied in ludianola, August 59, 1883. He left the legacy of a 
ire and faithful life to every place he sensed. 
Charles H. Northup was the writer's chum. We were near- 
Ht of the same age of any others in the class. He stood by the 
|ftde of the writer when he was married. We corresponded as 
«ig as he lived. His own matrimonial venture would make an 
interesting chapter in a novel. He was stationed in Crescent 
pity. He came to San Francisco on business for his Church. 
i steamer that brought him was one that ran to and from 
Portland, Oregon. When he returned, on the same steamer, a 
torm arose, and when off Crescent City it was deemed unsafe to 
top, and so Northup had to go on to Portland. While the 
rsteamEhip was unloading and reloading in Portland, Xorthup 
took a trip to Salem. There he met a iliss Pringle, who at 
once became the light of his e}'e. He made one more trip to 
I, but that was no accident. He went for her and she came 
1 him. They lived happily together, nor did death long di- 
|de tbeni. 

Chirles H. Northup was a native of Sandy Hill, Xew York. 




158 riFTT YBAliS OF IIETHODISM. 

Hie parents were active Methodists, and bis father a lawyer, 
whose name will go down to history as the author of a' book 
entitled, " Twelve Years a Slave." Solomon Northup was a 
descendent of slaves that had been in the possession of Northup '9 
gnceetors in the days when slavery was allowed in the State of 
New York, He lived in Sandy Hill and was well known to the 
Northnp family. He fell in with a atrolling band of minstrels, 
who employed him to go with them and play the violin, in which 
Solomon wan quite expert. They drugged him, took him to 
M'ashington, the boasted capital of a free country, where they 
whipped him until nearly dead, threatened to finish their work 
if he ever dared to tell his true name or where he belonged. He 
WHS sold South, and finally fell into the hands of a counterpart 
of Simon T>.'gre. Indeed, Mrs, Stowe got her conception of 
Simon I^egre from Master Eppa, the owner of Solomon Northup, 
It was through the instnnucritality of an aliolitiimist cnrponti-r. 
who chanced to be at work with Solomon on the plantatioii ot 
Epps, that word was sent to lawyer Northup in Sandy Hill of 
his whereabouts, and by the hand of this Christian man dc- 
liveranee at last came to the slavi'. 

It is altogether probable that the parents of Charles would 
have been delighted to have had their son a minister of the gos- 
pel. But his mind was not at all in that direction. They sent 
him to the Caaenovia Seminary when Dr.. afterward bishop. 
Peck was in charge, and there he received a thorough aiademic 
education. He reached his majority with out yielding his lieiin 
to (lod, and this in spite of hie father's counsels and his mother's 
prayers. He then resolved to go to California. Possi'ssrd of aa 
indomitable will, what he resolved to do he generally did. So 
he got here. In iln' mines he found hard work and poor pay. 
Such tabor as was required of him be had never liefore dime, 
but he did not mnnniir nor complained. With achiug hack and 
blistered hands he loiled on. Some e.\tra meetings were Iwing 
held in the commiiuily, and Charles attended. Indeed he had 
always attended church when possible, and was strictly moral in 
character. He was awakened, -uiundly convened, and soon fHt 
a call to preach. He was a man of intense aggressivenese. and 
full of nervous force. One who heard him frequently euid, '" I 
car almost hear Ihe eleclricily snap from the end of his fingerf 
while he in preaching," He was witty rather than bumoroiM, 
though not destitute of a refined humor. Senator Sargent was 
HUlhority for rhe follnwing specimen of repartee from Northup: 
A distinguished minidter was invited lo deliver the Fourth-of- 
Jnly oration in Nevada when Northup was pastor of the Churi-h 
in that place. He snd the pastor were invited to Hargcnl's to 
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'diDner. .AiTliile eating, the conversation turned on preaching, 
wlien the orator expressed his opinion that the pulpit was getting 
too tanye. He believed in more noise. He eertainlv made 
enough himself. Giving expression to his convictions in a some- 
what vigorous form he said, " T believe in thunder. Thun- 
•der,'' said Northup, ^"'thunder never killed anything but gos- 
lings, it is the lightning that kills ! '' 

He came out of a remarkable revival in Grass Valley during 
the Winter of 1865-6 completely broken down. He was not able 
to attend conference at the close of that vear. The conference 
with the best of intentions, put him on the superanuated list. 
He was never reconciled to that action; he chafed under it all 
the year. Pale and thin he appeared at the conference of 1868 
and demanded work. He was sent to Nevada where he toiled on 
for two years, then went to Healdsburg. He did not live the 
vear out. The last Sabbath in March he went throuo^h all the 
work expected of him, and before the next Sabbath came he was 
enjoying the rest that remains for the people of God. He died 
April •^, 1870. He had not yet reached his two score years. The 
conference said this of him. " The prominent characteristics of 
our lamented brother were, high moral integrity, a clear intellect, 
and persistent and unwavering fidelity.'' 

The last named of. this class was descended from a line of 
New England Quakers extending back to eJolm Anthony, a na- 
tive of Hampstead, England, who settled in Providence, Ehode 
Island, in 1645. Elihu Anthony, his grand- father, of Saratoga 
County, Xew York, was for more than sixty year? a Quaker 
preacher. His maternal grand-father was William Odell, a na- 
tive of Connecticut, a revolutionary soldier, and afterward 
a Quaker, and a preacher among that people. He died early 
in the present century at Balston Springs, Xew York. 
Charles Volnev Anthonv was born in Portafje, then A1- 
leghany County , Xew York, February 22, 1831. His 
parents had been Quakers until a few years before his birth, 
when the father was disowned by them, though the mother 
remained a member until her death in California, in 1858. 
'The family moved to Fort Wayne, in the Spring of 
1838, and a few vears later into Whitlev Countv, where they 
-cleared up a farm in a very thickly-wooded region. When the 
writer was about twelve years old he began to pray and read 
his Bible carefully. The result was a very happy Christian ex- 
perience Avhich he never could forget. Having no encouragement 
to confess Christ, he soon lost his hold on this new-found joy 
and gradually fell into his father's way of thinking, which was 
the^ Universalism. In the latter part of January, 1851, he left 
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OiilLlornia hy wny nf Sew York and Panama. Hvr 
Fr.niiifio March 20, 1851. He made hie home 
with hU lirinlur Elihii, in Santa Cruz, where he lived for two- 
vciirs and a half. In the Summer of 1852, he joined the Metho- 
(li.'t Kpiscopal Cliurcli. and in November following wap happily 
i-onvtTti'd. In the Fall of 1853, he returned to attend schiwl, 
already convinced thnt hip life must be qwnt in the ministry. 
lie pnsf^ed one year in hVrl Wttynu rnilo-fc, then, his health hav- 
inp ^(iTiieHlmt linikeu down ivilli lli-' hanl winter and hard study. 
lie came hack with hiw lirotlier, who had spent several montha 
in ihe Atlantic States on a visit. The Winter of 1854-5 i 
spent in teaching in the public schiM)l in Santa Crun, and in May j 
he joined the Oalifomia Conference on trial. While many I 
thinjrs eondneed to cause him to take this step with so meager an 
I'ducatiou, having never been in school two years, as a scholar, 
since he was seven years old, he sincerely desires that his example* 1 
should not Ih.' followed bv others while the means of educaliu 
are so niilcli more a <■(*(■ ssi hie thnt in those times. 

We turn to look at the fields which now appear for the first J 
time. The ground occupied by the Santa Clara circuit had been J 
more or less looked after by the pastors of Santa Clara and San J 
.ioH. rn>m Ibi' dflv> a( Cliiirle. Maehiv. In l.s:,4, it was nm.lL- a 
■Aung,- bv ,UM. wiih W, lhi!b,.j't. |.i-tor. Tbr earlv departure ..f 1 
B. V. Itnulios I» llu' Ka.leni Slale- I, fl S:)u .lo-e witlioul a pas- J 
lor. and Ihdljert t.">k that iiilo hi> um-k. whieli must have uiwli-l 
lied it a little. In 1855. it wits added to San Jose with Hulbcrf | 
and Cool in charge. Cool soon took San Jose for his esclosin 
work, while Hulberf took the fircnit. In 185(i, I. Owen v 
charge. The honndaries .,r the circuit fheu included Williani«-1 
Chapel. Sarafoyii. Ki}:li( Mil.' IIouh' ni, the Monterev Bond. Gil- J 
rov. and B<'rnr-si, Ai William-, a ,l,ii|Tl !uid lie.'n ereeleil i 
1854. at a disiaiiec of iibont four mile- from Sania Clara. Thtf-l 
charter memborH at this point weri' Isaac Hattabaugh and wlfe^ ' 
James and Rlaxender Hess. Samuel Witlianis and wife. F. J. 
OnrriguB and wife, Matthew Tantau and wife, Daniel and i 
Khodex (ianlner. the last named In'iug an exhorter, and after- ■ 
ward H local preacher. The first eonvi'rt heri' was Jacob (>nn!»,J 
who was immersed in Campl>ell's Creek by Isaac Owen. Iitl 
]8riS, J. W, Brier was pastor. It whs a vear of gri'Rt lose. Mr^ 
Brier left the Church at the end of the year, taking with him into J 
a new nrganizatiou all that he could of those like-minded oaj 
the question of slavery. Meantime this mowt exciting of all e 
jects had stirn-d up Southern blorHl, and wo lost in that direr*-! 
lion. In 1859. .). I'eltit and Colin Anderson were in cbat:g«.f 
The latter soon left and joincil with Brier in the W.-leyan 
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iiieiit. He roturnwl towards the em! of the year, but it was oni 
the whole, a farther period of loss. In 1860, J, Sharp. Mean- 
time the slavL'ry excitement had broken up the Bociety at Wil- 
liams Chapel, the clrarcli had been sold to Alexander Hess, who 
1 moved it, and turned it into a barn, in 18l>2, R. R. Dunlap; in 
, 1863, E. A. Hazen; in IBRD, \V. Morrow ; in lH«r. W. B. Priddy ; 
in 18li3, J. C'orwin; in 1869, H. Gibson and F. D. Hodgson. 
Tho last named was a nominal appointment. In 1871, it disap- 
pears from tliii list of appointments. It had changed lorm many 
times already, and fiually was divided into several different 
I charges. 

The first definite inforniaiion we have of work done in Va!- 

I ]ejo was when J. B. Hill held an afternoon service there in 

1853. It is quite probable that the real beginning was earlier 

than thut. In 18.54, Benieia and Martinez, was a charge on the 

Sacramnto Distriet and W. Wilmot was pastor. It was during 

this year that ValJejo began to have some prominence. In 1855, 

the charge was called Vailejo and Bcnicia, Martinez having been 

t off by itself. Under the management of Mr. Wilmot a lol, 

R SO X 100, was secured from John B. Frisbie, son-in-law of Gen. 

J Valiejo, It was deeded in trust to a board of five trustees, tv', 

f.of whom were not members of the Church. These twn were 

David G. Farragnt and a Mr. Turner whose Christian name the 

writer haw forgotten. He wjii- civil engineer of Mare Island; 

, liad formerly represented his native State, North Carolina in 

[ the Congress of the nation. He was a communicant of the 

i Proieetant Episcopal tThurch. His wife was a daughter of the 

tauthor of tho Star Spangled Banner. We need not; stop to in- 

J dicpte who the other trustee was, his name is so profoundly 

Ima'-lted upon the history of his country that it can no more be 

I forgotten than the names of Lincoln and Grant. The other 

I'jthree trustees were members of the Church, J. Houston Green, 

^•Charles Oliver, and a man by the name of Jenkins. Mr, Green 

■was a native of Maine, a carpenter by trade, who has spent the 

t of his hfe on the Mare Island Navy Yard. From the first 

3le has been a warm friend of the Church, a faithful otticial 

Laaember, and a liberal supporter of its finances. When 

! of -his pastors expostulated with him because he gave so 

Lnnnehi he paid, " I am the only young man in the building where 

X work that has a bank account. Every month it takes al! their 

i to pay up their debts. So, in all probability, it would be 

pith me if I was not a member of the Church, surely I owe much 

^*( the Church."' Would that others might take a similar view of 

T^duty. Mr. Green married a daughter of Jacob Speck, one of 

I -oar pioneer local preachers, and for several years a member of 

(F) 
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conference. Charlcf Oliver was from New Jersey, a stair ^ 
builder, e man of great excitability of temper, but honest and 
true aa n Christian. He died several years ago. Mr. Jenkin? 
was an excellent Christian man and one faithful to all the tlutiea 
of his station. He left Valle]o in the Fall of 1856. The first 
Protestant church ever built in Vallejo was dedicated October ' 
21, 1855. It was 30x40 and would seat about two hundrwl 
people. The walls were made of rough boards, set up end-wise, 
and battened. It had a gothic roof and plain cornice, A small 
steeple surmounted the peak of the roof in which was a bell tht-t 
had done service for many years calling off the watehes on boanl 
of a merchant ship. The church was plastered within, and had 
an nnusunlly high pulpit but no altar. This pulpit was Mr. Wil- 
mot's dormitory for a long time, A trap door in the floor of the 
pulpit, when raised, revealed a cot on which he reposed when his 
day's woi'k was done: There was no fence around the bnildlng 1 
for more than a year after it was in use, and the cattle, which ' 
roamed at-large over the hills lay in its shade, with results easily 
imagined A brush of paiut had never touched an\ part of the 
insidi rrfut The rough Imardi- howe\er had been covered with 
H wash niadt of hniL and mHou othre Mr \A ilniot did not stay 
his Ho \(.ars a great famih altlittion siut hiui dishi.arlenod and 
discouraged from tbt held d It fa\lor folloHcfl him, but only 
miniptereJ on SuudaM; In l**'i( ( A \n(h nv The report 
of that 3i,ar gait eight as tht nn mbtrahip but any more tniin 
half that number were not found There were two churches re- 
ported \alued at '64 IHI" — t »t high an estimate b\ far. No Sun- 
day-school was rtportid but Hurt wa« om with Mrs. Farragut, 
its superintendent She was an I piscopaliau but iiith di-eidedly 
iow ihurt-h tendLneict Iht outlook to Iht \oung pactor was 
anything but bright He wap tol 1 b\ two of the trustees on the 
day of his arrnal that thi> had askid the pn-siding elder not Ut 1 
send any one to them that year. The worst feature of the ease vu J 
that the appropriation for the Navy Yard had run out, and itj 
was yet uncertain whether another would be niadi-. It ( 
however, and things assumed at once a more cheerful tone, Thia ^ 
yoar the stwple, cornice, and door and window frames were 
Iiainted m fence put around it, new scats took the place of bnehes 
at first in use, all the wood-work inside was painted, last of olU J 
a debt nf over $40(1 due to Com. Farragut. was paid. TbiaJ 
money was raised at a festival conducted by Mrs. Farrft^t> ■ 
sisted by other ladies of the congregation. Still the membenliiplL 
was very small. In the Fall of is.58. Iherc were twelve tnembetvfl 
and two probationers. The departure of Com. Farragut In Ao»' 
pust, 18R8. was H great \i-f* to the Church in many ways, Agaiti<J 
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the appropriation was in iferious doubt, and the conference of 
that year placed it with Suisun. J. Hunter in charge. Tni 
■ 1859, it was alone, and left to be supplied. The supply was ir- 
regular, and the t'harch made little progrcps, unless in the wrong 
direction. In 18(i0, it was placed with Napa, and W. B. Mat 
was pastor. In IStil, it was again with Suieun and J. W. Hines- 
was ia charge. In 18G3, it was with Benicia and B. F. Myers- 
was pastor. In 18(15, it was alone and P. L- Hayncs was in 
charge. .These, years were times of trial for the little Church in 
A'allejo. The war was no hWp to the bueineas of the place, and 
most of the lii-.3 a chaplain held services on the navy yard for 
the officers. We now come to a turning point. The tendencies 
were now more upward. The membership was twenty-three in 
186(i. Ill 18(i7, G. A. Pierce. At the close of his first year, ha 
reported a parsonage worth $1,500. This building was by the 
side of the church, adding to the sizi? of the lot as much more 
ground as that originally given. In 18li!), 0. E. Rich. During 
this pastorate the church was enlarged and improved. In 1872, 
A. K. Crawford; in 18T3, W. S. L'rmy; In 1876, E. I. Jone.s. 
On the Bth of December, 1878, the church was burned to the 
ground. Fortunately the parsonage was saved. There was an 
insurance of $1,500 on the church, about one-half the loss. In 
1879, S. A. Bedding. The corner-stone of a new church was 
laid by the Masonic Fraternity, November 18th of this year. 
It was completed in due course of time, and is the church now in 
use. In 188(1, A. J. Nelson; in 1883, J. L. Trefren; in 1885, it 
was with Napa circuit, and R. H. King was pastor; in 188(1, it 
was alone with S. G. Gflle in charge; in 1887, A. H. Briggs; in 
1888, it was with its old associate, Benicia, and S. Hirst was the 
supply; in 1889, it was alone without change of pastor; in 1891, 
J. A. Van Anda; in 1894, S. M. Woodward; in 1896, J. Wil- 
liams, whose pastorate closes our history. In 1897, there were 
seventy members in full connection, nine probationers, one local 
preacher, and seventy-tive scholars in the Sunday-school, one 
church valued at $(),000, one parsonage valued at $1,500; they 
paid the pastor $1,240. presiding elder $90, bishops $6. and 
raised for missions $36. 

While W. S. Turner was in Honolulu seeking health, in the 
Summer of 1854, he preached one Sabbath for the Fort Street 
Congregational Church. Preaching without manuscripts, ami 
with a pecidiar unction, arrested the attention of some Metho- 
dists who were in the congregation. These gathered around him 
at the close of the sermon and asked if he was not a Methodist 
preacher. This led to the discovery that quite a number of Eng- 
lish and American Methodist* resided there, all of whom urged 
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him to represent their t-ase at the next conference, and if possi- 
ble, send them a preacher. It was a stretch of Episcopal a.uthor- 
ity to station a man on foreign soil without previous action on 
tho part of the General Missionarj- Committee, hut in thoee d?iys 
tliev weru less punctillious about such matters. At any rate 
three places were in the appointments of that year outside of the 
State of California. One of these, Honolulu, with W. S. Turner 
in charge, was placed in the appointments of the San Francisco 
District. It might about as well have been a district by itself. 
for no presiding elder ever put in an appearance there until the 
work was cloted up and lost to the Church. 

For two years the charge flourished. A fine lot was given by 
J. T. Watterhouse on the corner of Kuana and Kukui Streets, 
large enough for both church and parsonage, and church and 
parsonage were soon standing upon the lot. The church would 
hold about two hundred people. It faced on Nuana Street, quite 
a thoroughfare of the city. The parsonage had five rooms, be- 
sides bath or wash-room. As the cooking was done in the ver- 
anda to the rear of the house it was equivalent to anolher roonu 
The parsonage faced on Kukui Street. With some iielp from the 
missionarj- society all this property whs paid for except $500, for 
which tho property was not held. As this fact has an important 
bearing on (he whole history of this enterprise, we muust stop 
to connider it somewhat carefully. 

There had been some trouble in securing a charter for the 
■Church. Tho King. Kaniehameha IV, had taken a strong dis- 
like tn Turner on account of a letter he had written to the Aii- 
vovnlc, reAwting most justly on the king's conduct. At first * 
he refused to grant it except on such conditions as the Church 
■would never consent to. At last, under the influence of Mr. flrcg}; ' 
the American Consul, himself a Itoman Catholic, a charter waa 
given of similar character to those held by the other churchoa I 
in the city. Tho charter contained a clause that finally led to the 
loss of thi' property. The charter was valid only while there 
should l)c fivi' trustees, residents of Honolulu, and male members [ 
of tho Methodist Rlpiecopal Church. It was expressly stated that 
<me year after a failure to fulfill this condition, the property 
should R'vert to the kingdom to be used for educational or benev- 
olent objects. 

Tnder thin charter the church was built. But the work waa j 
pixirly done. One of the tniustees had promised to gi\'e the laat I 
#.500. H** now declared that he would not pay It if the rimrehl 
■was taken as it was from the hands of the builder unlegs at the I 
■end of a lawsuit. The matler was n-fcrred to a rommittee of ar- f 
liitration according to the law of the kingdom. That conimlttn I 
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brought in a curious ruport. Tliey admitted that tlie house had 
not been imilt according to contract, but in view of the fact that 
the contractor had taken it at too low a figure to pay him for hie 
trouble, the.v decided that the church should pay him the full 
iiraount and take it off hia hande. Thie decision was rendered 
oil Saturday ; the truetc-c who was to pay the laat $500 was out 
"f the city, but as it was supposed that he would agree to the 
decision, W. H. Johnson, one of the trustees, offered to advance 
the money and take the absent trustee for his pay. It was so 
done, and on the morrow the Church was dedicated, professedly 
free of debt, and a statemont to that effect was made in the Ad- 
vocate soon after. But as the trustee ruferred to objected to the 
hasty consummation of the lawsuit, Johnson was never paid un- 
til the profwrty was sold. 

For two years things went pleasantly and profitably. Revivals 
occurred und excellent memlierp were brought in. The tone of 
Christian life improved. The influence was good on the other 
churches. In 1857 the bishop decided that Honolulu did not 
eorae under the law of limitation in the ordinary pastorate, and 
Turner was left in charge at that place. This proved to be a year 
of calamity. First, a wealthy member of the Church, who whs 
a class leader at the time, fell under the disapprobation of the 
pastor and others, and Mr. Turner took his class book. This 
gave him great offence. Then, as if troubles never come singly, 
a case came up that stirred the whole city. People who live in 
the tropics long, are notoriously excitable. Now there was a 
member fif the Congregational Church whose husband was oc- 
cupying a position of reapon=ibiIitv and profit under the king. 
He was not a member of an\ church, but hated Methodism with 
cordiality. His wife found comfort and help attending the social 
meetings of that church and her husband treated her unkindly 
therefor. The matter grew worse and became the subject of 
much gossip. Turner was urged to do something to help her. 
With the best of intentions he committed a great mistake, he 
wrote the husband an anonymous letter. The public functionary, 
instead of taking it quietly as supposed, became furious, and 
never rested until he had found a man who could identify the 
writing. He then put up large posters all over the city traducing 
Turner in no measured terms. The class leader affair became 
mixed up with this new trouble. A serious misunderstanding 
led one of the members of the Church to acciise the pastor of 
falsehood. A public meeting was called, explanations were made 
and the man who had posted Turner over the city professed to 
be satisfied, so much so that he shook hands with Turner before 
the whole meeting. But while tlie public seemed to be appeased. 
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the Chureh never got over it. There were criminations, and re- 
criminationB. Efforts were made to try certain of the malcontents 
but committees refut^ed to act. At lasts quite a large element of 
the Church consented tu withdraw. This left the Church in peace, 
hut there were few to enpoy it. ilr. Turner felt that he could 
not he longer useful and left. J. Maclay followed Turner and 
remained two years. They were not years of progress, but of 
decline. Not only was the old trouble still in the way, but 
financially the city had lost ground. Tlie whaling fleet had 
greatly diminished, and sugar had not yet taken on the pro- 
portions of after timee. The census of J8(i0 gave as the entire 
population of Honolulu only a little over sixteen hundred for- 
eigners. This included Chinese and those who had " left their 
country for their country's good." Such was the state of the caae 
when. at the conference of 18(10 Bishop Ames asked the writer 
if he was willing to go to Honolulu. While giving a reluctant ' 
consent, ho expressed the opinion that there was no use trying i 
to save the Church, But he was sent. He found things in a i 
worse condition than he had anticipated. There were four men. | 
and three women left in the Church. One of the men soon « 
listed on board of a British man of war. The element that 
could be reaehcd hy the gospel was limited, and they were greatly 
prejudiced against the Church hccfluse of its pastnistory. ITw 
pastor would have been glad to begin work among the natives. 
and one, at least, of the old missionaries desired him to do it. 
But this would have l)een a new departure, involving conditions 
requiring special missionary appropriations. He laid the matter 
before the presiding elder. Dr. Peck, who sent on the proposi- 
lion to Dr. r>nrbin. lh<-n missionary secretary. Hi- was whtdly 
averse to it for several reasons. The pastor had promise <»f 
support if he would stay, but it did not look as though it wauld , 
n-sult in imy good. He asked the presiiling elder for instruction^ ■ 
willing to do as directed. Dr. Peck refused to assume any re- 1 
pponsibilily- A proposition was made the (mstor that if he would I 
Ofver his connection with the California Conference he should! 
he made sure of a church having twenty moml>ers, and a aaluy ] 
for five years of $l.aOO per year. But this was simply to start I 
another Cougrcgational Church, and there were two of them I 
in the city already. He never thought of doing it for i 
moment. Anthony left in July. The three trustees at o; 
inortgage<l the property for enough to pay the f^Ql) that Johnsoo I 
hnd udvam-fd. both principle and interest, and as sotm as thai 
mortgage expired — a very brief period — sold it. and bought it inif 
(or ihe UM> of the Church of Kngland, just then b<-ing intrwtoocd | 
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into the Islands, It ought to be here stated that Johnson left 
for California as soon a=i he {jot hiB money, and he was the only 
one of thu three who wns at heart a Methodist. The other two, 
most excellent C'hristian men were Englishmen, and ardently 
attached to their national church They would have left us 
under any circumstances as soon as that church had been organ- 
ized. Further, hy the terms of the charter the property might 
have been seized b) the government some time previously if 
the proper offieers had known the facts or cared to interfere. 
Once more, the writer knew nothing of the proposed action of 
the trustees. He had urged them to do nothing until they heard 
from the conference. They made no promise to that eSect, 
though he naturally expected they would do as he requested. 
Yet probably nothing could have been done to save the property 
if the above action had been delayed. This was not to be the 
end of Methodism in Honolulu, but its after history is so inde- 
pendent of this, that it can well wait until it conies up in its 
own order. 

A Union Church was built in (Jeorgetown, about fifteen miles 
from Placerville, some time before a Methodist Church was 
erected. Through the instrumentality of a Mr, Marriott a 
Methodist Church was in use as early as in March 1854. In 
1855, J, Sharp. He failed to make any report the next year, 
when it was left to be supplied. The record for 1857 gives 
three members and fifteen Sunday-school scholars. One church 
worth $2.51(0, one parsonage worth $500. That year it was placed 
with Coloma. In 1861 it was alone with E. A. Wible in charge. 
In 1862, 1. B. Fish. In 18(13 it was supplied by some person 
unknown. In 18G4, A, P. Hendon. In 1865 it was with Coloma, 
in which relation it haa remained, sometime? first named, some- 
times last named, sometimes only named, until this day. 

We have seen that J. B. Hill held services in Martinez in 
the year beginning at the conference of 1853. These services 
were held in the Court House of Contra Costa County. Martinez 
remained n part of the Benicia Circuit until 1855, when it be- 
came a charge by itself, though doubtless having points con- 
nected with it that before had been on the Contra Costa Circuit. 
J. HcH. Caldwell was the first pastor of the place when severed 
from Benicia. He reported at the end of the year one churtrh 
and one lot. This probably means that a lot besides that in 
which the church stood had been secured for a parsonage. The 
value of the church property was given at"Sl,0O0. Neither mem- 
bers nor Sunday-school were reported at all. Mr. Caldwell 
received $1,313 which was $13 more than his claim, a report 
hard to iind elsewhere. In 1856 it was not named, though no 
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doubt it was part of Contra Costa Circuit, which was supplicA-* 
but by whom is unknown. The circuit at the end of that ycir 
had fifty-four momberB, twenty-two probationert-. and one total 
preacher. There was no Sabbath-school reported. There wa- 
one church valued at $500, and they paid the pastor $600, It 
was then on the San Francisco District. In 1857, J. W. Brit-r. 
7n 18.58, W, B. May and C, Anderson. In 185i). it was alone. 
Contra Costa being a charge by itself, W, S. ['rmy was pastor 
nt Martinez. At the»end of the year there were twelve members 
and one local preacher, with twenty-five scholars in the Sunda^'- 
Bchool. The pastor only spent a part of the year on the work. 
Captain Coffin, who owned the ferry in use to cross the Strait 
to Benicia, was at this time a member of the church, and a liber.il 
supporter of it. He was a native of New England, and had bwii 
master nf a ship for many years previous. It was a great loss 
to the church, always smail, when he was taken home. Jn 18G<'. 
it was a part of the Contra Costa Circuit, with X, Burton in 
charge. In 18(51, W. Wilmot. In 18()3, J. E. Wickes. tii 
1864, H.J. Bland. In 18ti5, it was again called Martinea but 
doubtless included the circuit, as no Contra Costa is nicntionpd. 
V, Hightmeyer was in charge. In ISliO it was called Martirni 
and Clavton. and J. B. Hartsough, a supply, was with Riglit- 
meyer. ' In ]8«r. W. S. Corwin and J. B. Hart ough. In 180S 
Clayton is left oif and \V. A, Cheney was pastor, Mr. Clieney 
was there onlv nine months, and made no report at the next 
conference. In IStiO. E. S. Todd. In 1870, it was witli 
Pacheco, and S. Kinscv wap pastor. It was then on the 
Stockton District. In 1871, 0. McRac. In 1872 it was left to Ik> 
supplied, but no report was made of it the next year. It now 
disappearo from the list of appointments. The church, in some 
way, became the property of the Congregationalists, and Mur- 
tinez and Methodism parted company until 1889. when J. Black- 
ledge wa.-i sent there. At the end of that year he report«i 
twenty-nine members, two local preachers and twenty Sunday- 
school Bcholare. The writer is under the impression that u 
little histflry preceeds this time, but is unable to give any n'- 
liable information further than the above. In 18!)0 it wag sup- 
plied by D. Brill. This was a year of remarkable progn'sB. 
Hen' are the figures n! 1891: Memb<-rs, twenty-four: probj- 
tioners, three; scholars in the Sunday-school, eighty-three; 
one church valued at *4,4(ii»; one parsfmagc valued «t^T5: 
$.1,000 had l«>en raised for biiildine purposes, and $2,075 in deH 
remained on the property. They had paid the pastor $480. pre- 
siding elder $4, bishops'Sl. In 1693, 0, M. Meesc. In ISSS. 
E. B. Winning, In 189fi, S, Kinsey. His pastorate cloaee our 
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history. In 1897 there were forty-eight inemliers, four proba- 
tioners, and eighty-five scholare in three Sunday- schools. There 
were two churchL's valued at $5,800, aud one parsonage valued 
at $1,000. They paid the pastor, including house rent, $780; 
presiding elder, $30; bishops, $4; raised for missions, $45. 

The name of Jacksonville appears in the list of appointments 
for 1855. It is now Jackson, the seat of Amador County. The 
first we knew of Methodism there is the fact that it was a 
preaching place on the Mokelumne Hill work in 1853. It was 
left to be supplied in 1855, which indicates that it was contin- 
ued in that work, since no report is made of it in the next year's 
minutes. It was named with the Mokelumne Hill charge in 
1856, but not seen again until 1860, when Jackson and Sutter 
had J. James for pa.stor. The next year the following was the 
report of the combined charge. Communicants, forty-eight; 
and thirty-six scholars in two schools. One church worth $2,000 ; 
one parsonage worth $500, They paid the pastor $756. In 
1861, I. B. Fish. In 1863, it was placed on the Stockton, in- 
stead of the Sacramento District. No change in the pastorate. 
In 1863 Volcano was left off. Miller being in charge. In 1867 
Jackson was by itself, and left to be supplied. The next year's 
report gives us our first view of the real strength of the place. 
They had sixty-one communicants, and sixty-five scholars in the 
Sunday -school. They had one church valued at $800. One par- 
sonage' valued at $500. In 18G8 it was supplied by W. Inch. 
In 1869, without change of pastor, it was with Volcano, bi 
1870, W. T. Mayne. At a time previous to this, a new church 
had been built in Jackson. It was a very good one for a town 
of that size, but was badly involved in debt, indeed, was near 
being sold under the hammer. Mr. Mayne set about its deliver- 
ance, a thing he was able to accomplish by the aid of the Church 
Extension Society. The same church is the one now in use in 
that place. In 1871, without change of pastor. Volcano was 
dropped and Mokelumne Hill substituted. In 1872, E. M. 
Stuart. In 1873, J. H. Vincent. In 1874 it was Jackson and 
lone, with I. J. KosH pastor. In 1875 it was alone, with A. J. 
Wells pastor. In 1876, H. J. Bland. In 1877, 9. Jones. In 
1879, it was again with Volcano, and V. (i. Buchanon was in 
charge. In 1880 it was alone with J. H. Wythe, Jr., in charge- 
In 1881, E. M. Stuart. In 1883, P. M. Piekels. In 1884, W. 3. 
Corwin. In 1886, J. W. Kuykendall. In 1889, C. E. Eieh. 
In 1892, H. Copeland. In 1893, J. Williams. In 1896, G-. 
Clifford. In 1897, T. B. Palmer. At this time there were 
eighty-three members, one probationer, and 160 scholars in the 
Sunday-school. One church valued it $3,900, one ] 
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valuwl at $2,0011 They paid the pastor $990. presiding elder ' 
$88, raised for miBeions, $37. 

The California German Mission began this year. It is i 
possible for the writer to follow up the details of this work. No 
information has been given him for this purpose. The reader 
must, therefore, be content with a brief description of the men 
employed, and some of the results achieved. Tlie general confer- 
ence of 1888 organized the German work in California as a 
mission conference. At that time there were ten members of the 
conference, and two probationers. There were ten pastoral 
charges, distributed as follows: Oakland, San Francisco — thre« 
Churches — Stockton and Traeey, Santa Cruz and Watsonville, 
Marysville, Santa Hosa, North Oakland, San Jose. The aggre- 
gate statistics were 379 members, sevejity-si.x probationers, nine 
local preachers, 751 scholars, nine churches, valued at $53,950, 
four narsonages, valued at $(i,300, raised for missions, $521. The 
mission conference was made an annual conference in 1891. 
This organization covers the whole State and some contiguous 
regions, 

Kern tippoarN a." an ti|ipoiutuu'ut tliis year, Hud again in 
1870, but in both instances to be supplied. In 1871 it was sup- 
plied by J. L. Bennett, who reported eighteen communicants. 
Mr. Bennett remained two years, and then, in 1873. it was left 
to he supplied, in which condition, under the name of Kemvillu, 
it went out of the conference. 

New Philadelphia was a pretentious name, and must have 
had great expectations, but where it was located the writer doea 
not know. Under that name it does not again appear except tft 
report in 1856 a Sunday-school with sixteen scholars. 

Red Bluffs or Red Bhiff. for this name is spelled both ways 
in the minutes, was left this year to be supplied. There is no 
probability that it was supplied that year, hut a year later H. Van 
Gundy was sent there, and with it was coupled Colusa. At the i 
end of the year there were twenty-eight communicantB in both. 
Colusa was a separate charge in 1857, with W. F. Nelson pa«tor. 
Red Bluff. L, 8. Ely. As this name docs not appear in the lirt 
of members or probationers of the conference, he must have been 
n supply, No report of either charge was made in 1858, gUll 
Nflson wa? left at Colusa, while Re<l Bluff was loft to be mip- 
plied. There is no proof of any supply in that or the vear follow- 
ing. In IRIiO, R. W. Williamson was at Red Bluff," and J. W. 
Burton at Coluwi. The nest year there were nine ommunicanW 
al Rt'*! Bluff and twenty-five at Colusa. No church in either 
place, but a parsonage worth $250 in Colusa. In 1861, H. D. 
Slade at Red Bluff. Colusa seems to have been abandoned (or 
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jears, in fact, with a few ineffectual elforts, Colusa has since 
Ufcn a reglected field by our family of Methodism. In 1863, 
N. Reasoner was sent to Red Blutf. In 1864 and in 1865 
it was left to be supplied without any report at the ensu- 
ing conference. In ]86fi it was left to be supplied, but ut 
the next eon fere nee our hopes are brightened by a report 
of fifteen members. In 1867, V. Eightmeyer. In 1869, T. 
Chivers. In 1873, H. J. Bland. In 1873, it was Red Bluff 
and Tehama, and left to be supplied. In 1874, A. C. Haz- 
zard. In 1875, L. M. Hancock. In 1876, E. A. Wible. 
In 1877 Bed Bluff is alone, and J. 8. Fisher was pastor. Dur- 
ing this pfietorate a church was built 32x56. A brick foundation 
was laid in the spring of 1878, and the church was dedicated by 
J. L. Trefren June 1, 1879. That year M. Woodward was ap- 
pointed. In 188a, C. S. HasweU. In 1885, S. H. Rhoads. In 
1889, J. W. Buxton. In 1898, A. C. Duncan. In 1895, J. F. 
Jenness. In 1896, J. A. Van Anda. In 1897, W. F. Warren. 
Members 139, probationers ten, scholars in Sunday-school 115, 
one {hurch valued at $2,500, one parsonage valued at $1,000, 
paid the pastor $917, presiding elder $67, bishops $2, raised for 
missions $24. 

Scott River was changed the next year into Scott Valley, in 
which fotm, with a few additions occasionally, it had quite a, 
long hiblorj'. E. Ayleworth was the iirst pastor. J. Pettit fol- 
lowed him in 1856. In 1858, J. H. Miller. In 1859, J. W. Bur- 
-ton. In 1860, E. Dunlap. In 1861, P. Grove. In 1863 it was 
supplied bv some one unknown. In 1863, W. J. White. In 1864, 
J. Corwin!' In 1865, supplied by I. Howlett. In 1866, J. Bald- 
win. In 1868, G. D. Pinneo. In 1869, W. B. Priddy. In 1870, 
it was an appendage of Yreka, with A. R. Sherrif and J. Ham- 
mond in charge. In 1871 it was alone, with A. Taylor in charge. 
In 1872, W. S. Bryant. In 1873, it was Scott VaUey and Ft. 
-Jones, with A. H. Tevis in charge. In 1874 it was simply Scott 
Valley, supplied by S. A. Redding. In 1876 Ft. Jones is again 
named with it. In 1877, J. W. Bryant. In 1878 it was simply 
Scott Valley, with B. F. Ehoads in charge. In 1879, J. W. Kuv- 
fcendall. In 1880 it was Scott Valley and Sawyer's Bar, with S. 
A. Redding in charge. In 1881 Sawyer's Bar was left off. In 
1832 it was supplied bv W. A. Johns. In 1883 it was supplied by 
W. A. Johnson. In 1884 it was Ft. Jones and Seott Valley. It 
was never a separate charge again, nor does the name appear in 
recent }<iars among the appointments, 

J. R. Tanaey was sent to Forest City in 1855. Of ita 
previous history tiie only item known to the writer is that a 
•church was dedicated here February 25, 1855. Mr. Tansey re- 
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ported m tlie end of that year forty -one communicant a, and proi>- 
erty valued at $.1,500. This valuation included a parsonage as 
\n\l as the church. There were at the same time forty-twn 
scholars in the Sunday-school. In 1856, R. R. Ihinlap, In 
1857, H, B. Sheldon. In 1859, J. H. Maddux. In 1861, .1. 
Dickinson, In 18f>3, A. Shaw. In 18(55 it was with Moore's 
Flat, and C. Anderson was pastor. In 18()T it was alone, with 
A. P. White pastor. In 1868 it was with Camptonville, S. II. 
Todd pastor. In 1869 it was not mentioned among the appoint- 
ments, nor does it again appear in this connection until 1877, 
when Forefit Citv and Michigan Bluffs was a charge, left to be 
supplied. It hai an existence all those years as a part of some i 
other work. About 1873 its chnrch was bnmed to the ground. 
A new one was soon erected, which was dedicated by Dr. Jewell. 
N^o report of it is to be found in the minutes of 1878, still it was 
left to be supplied. It appears nowhere in the minutes of 1879, 
nor thereafter. 

Weaverville, or Weaver, as it was generally called, was never 
much to Methodism, hut it was very much to the writer. It was 
a good place to break in a young preacher. There was little 
harm he could do by blundering, for there was little to harm. 
There was great opportunity of practicing the art of preaching, 
if art we may call i(, for he could preacli as often as he pleased, 
and have some few, at least, to hear him. Exjierienees at the out- 
set are always more affecting than when wo become more used 
to them. If we shall give more attention to this out-of-the-way 
place than its iniportanec would otherwise warrant, we shall ut 
least see men and things in relations and phases now no longer 
asBunied, nor indeed ever to be assumed in tliis State. 

Our road was a long one and of varied character, A fine 
side- wheeled steamer bore us to Sacramento. A small stern- 
wheeled sleamer, always hauling a barge astern, left that place 
at f<even o'clock in the morning, and all that day, and all that 
night, and well into the forenoon of the second day, followed 
the einosities of the river, before we were landed at Red Bluffn. 
Here a good Concord stage took us on to Shasta. Mules bore as 
further, if further we went. Each morning a train of pasaen- 
ger mules, shall we call them /XfchU mules? (Certainly there 
were thousands of frright mules in use at that time i 
region) left Shasta for Weaver. Yreka and other places in the i 
Northern mines. We pay eight dollars for our day's ride, mount ' 
and away. Forty miles, well put on, bring us to Weaver, • 
town built by the side of a mountain stream of the same nune, 
the seat of Trinity County, nismonnt anywhere, put the r 
over tlm horn of the saddle and let the mule go where it p* 
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It always pleases to go to the stabk' where it belongs. 

Let Bs look at ths wnrk. Sinee 1853 it has had monthly 
visits from the pastor at Shasta. It is now for the first time an 
independent char^f. There were four men and one woman be- 
longing tn the Church in tlic whole country. One man and one 
woman lived in Weaver, one man lived fourteen miles away, and 
the other a few milef nearer. There was one probationer. He had 
been a probationer for more than a year. He is worth your ac- 
quaintance. His name was John Hickey. The difficulty of find- 
ing a pJace to immerse him, had kept him a long time on the 
threshold of the Church. " No water ? " Yes, plenty, but in 
roaring, rushing streams, that had no quiet spot deep enough 
for the pnrpose. Besides, most of the streams ran thick with red 
earth, the debris of much mining. Miserable emblem of the 
washing of regisneration. At last a reservoir was found that ap- 
peared to be clear, but before the baptism was completed, the 
presiding elder and neophite were covered with a coat of " slick- 
ens " — to used a word coined especially for the necessities of 
California life. John came to Weaver wifh one dollar in hi* 
pocket. It would buy him one meal, or one night's lodging. 
He 'scmght work all the afternoon, but found it not. Near 
night, seeing a man boring post holes for a fence, he offered to 
rest him. Having got the anger, he did not seem willing to give 
it up. The man busied himself at something else until time to 
quit, then asked Hickey to supper. He earned a dollar any way. 
After supper he was told that he could use a vacant bunk in the 
<-abin. Another dollar saved. Hickey would not wear out his wel- 
come, so as soon as he was dressed in the morning he started otf. 
"0, hut you don't go until you have had your breakfast!" Of 
course he stdyed. Then the man said to him, " I rather like your 
style, I guess I can find work for you if you will stay." He stayed 
two years. Hickey had been raised by Christian parents, but up to 
that time had never given his heart to God. There was nothing 
here to lielp him in this direction. Nevertheless, he began to 
pray. Much fun was made of him by his cabin associates, but he 
prayed on. One night, as he was praying by his hunk, a man 
threw a heavy shoe and hit him in the back, but Hickey prayed 
on. Not long afterward he went down into the woods near by, 
and kneeling by a log prayed long, and, what he generally did 
afterward, prayed loud. He lost consciousness. When he came 
to himself he was a child of God and knew it. The men of the 
cabin were standing around him full of sympathy. How ten- 
derly they lifted him to his feet! How gently they helped hint 
to the cabin ! They never made fun of him again. Hickey was 
a Christian for life, and no half way one at that. 
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The bitter must come with the Bweet. If we gained one in 
Hicliey, wu lost one in the County Treasurer. He was a member 
of the Church, and superiutendent of our Suntlay-school, He 
was offered a situation in the express office, where h« kept the 
County funds. It would pay him well financially, but he mu^t 
be busy all day Sunday. lie took the place, and we saw him no 
more on holy time. ■ Two months passed, and one Sabbath morn- 
.ing the pastor found a letter that had been thrust under his 

'door. It was by this young man from whom he had expected so 
much. He now asked that his name he taken from the record. 
He said he knew that he was doing a foolish thing, and one quite 
contrary to a promise he had made to a dying girl to whom he 
had been engaged. But he felt he must go on, whither, he could 
not tell. The pastor would confur a great favor on him if ho 
would never again allude to what he was now doing. He could 
not bear it. A little more than a year from that timo the papeiii 
reported the treasurer of Trinity County as having absconded, a 
defaulter to the County in the sum of several thousands of dol- 
lars. Richard Johnston and wife had been converted up there 
a few years before, and had moved uway. They soon returned 
and were a great help in the work. A few years later they were 

-helping Zion in the Eel Kiver country. 

The plan of the work was to preach twice on Sabbath in 
Weaverville. once in the Court House, and once on the street 
near sun-down. The last was by far the best attended service. 
During the week he preached from one to four times, in as many 

■different places. These meetings were held in saloons, miner's 
cabins, and in a few places in halls. For several months ho 
reached these appointments on foot. Then a mule was given 
him. He paid $50 for a ton of hay, but before the Winter 
was over he paid seven cents per pound for hay to keep that 
mule. But Zack lived, and was left for the next preacher. A 
little shanty was erected at the preacher's expense. It wa3 
Iti X 12, und stood on ground given by a man named Fagg. He 
and his wife, though not mombera, wore great helps to the 
preacher. Here the pastor and John Hickey, whose culinary 
skill far exceeded the pastor's ahilitv in preaching, kept house 
together. Many others, after improvements, lived in that hum- 
ble home. A building was bought and was nearly fitted up for 
a church, when the lire swept it all away. No other attempt at 

'i;lnirch building was made. A school-house was buill that wag 
more inviling tiian the Court House, and here the meetings were 

;held, when held at all, tor many years. 

The remainder of the history is soon told. In 1856, IT. 

Bcasoncr; in 1858. B. F. Mvers; in 1859, ,T. H. Millet; 
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in 1860, R. Kellen; in 1861, T. Chivers; in 1863, J. M. 
Campbell; in 1864, G. W. Henning; in 1865, it was sup- 
plied by J. Taylor; in 1867, G. D. Pinneo; in 1868, it 
was supplied by M. P. Famham; in 1870, it was not men- 
tioned, except in a few meagre items reported by Mr. Fam- 
ham. There were at that time ten communicants and fifty-lour 
scholars in Sunday-school. In 1873, it appears again, and now 
in its old connection with Shasta, with H. P. Blood in charge. 
In 1875, it was Weaver and Trinity Center, with G. McRae in 
charge. In 1876, it was not supplied at all; in 1877, it was^ 
called Weaverville Circuit, with I. B. Fish in charge; in 1878^ 
it was not supplied; in 1879, it was supplied by C. H. Darling.. 
This substantially closes the history, although G. G. Walter wa& 
appointed there in 1896, but made no report at the next con- 
ference. 
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1856. 
The Fourth Conference. 



This was the first confercnt-e held hi San Jose. As thu 
c-hureli was too Kmall for the ptirpoei?, the use of the Coari 
House, which then ttood on Market Street, was secured. Co»- 
'ference opened August 27th. Bishop Scott presided, aad S. V). 
:Simonds was Secretarj-. Eight probationers were received, Th' 
■whole membership of the Church was ns follows: Members of , 
conference, thirty-nine; probationers, eighteen; 2,112 raembera 
in full connection, 4S-1 probationers, and fifty-four local preacL- 
'ers. Number of churches, fifty-three; parsonages, twenty- 
five. Nothing of especial interest occurred in the business of the I 
■onnference. Bishop Kavangh of the ('hurch South was prvspnt, 
BOt with the bishop presiding, and preached in the conference 
room on Sunday evening. For the first time we had names on 
the superannuated list. They were William Wilmot and S. B. 
Booney. The first report of money raised for conference claim- . 
ants was made nt this time. Tt was only $30, and was given the ' 
"half -orphaned child of one of the preachers. i 

There were i^ixtynine pastoral charges, divided into five dls- j 
tricts. J. D. Blain remained on the San Francisco District, M. C. 
Briggs was on the Sacramento, A. Bland on the Marj'sville, S. 
D. Simonds on the Mt. Shasta, and a Herman District wax \ 
formed, of which A. Kelner was presiding elder. 

Of transfers to tfie work at this time, two were Americans, | 
J. A. Bruncr and N. II. Peck, and two were Germans, C. Dierk- 
ing and 0. H. BoUnger. Nathan R. Peck had been at work 
«bout one year before his name was placed on the roll of the 
-conference. He was bom March 23, lH];i. in the town of Rich- 
mond, Stale of Vermont. He was converted at the age of six- 
teen, and united with the Baptist Church, of which his father 
was a minister. In 1833, while attending a Methodist revival, 
he Mw his privilege in the gospel in a new light, and having re- 
ceived a great spiritual unlift, he concluded that the Methodiftt 
Chiiri'h was to be his home. Soon after becoming a member of i 
it he was licensed to exhort, and in 1S35 he was licensed to j 
[176) 
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jjreaeh. He was received on trial in the Black River Conference 
in 1838. Ordained Deacon by Bishop Roberts, in 1840, and el- 
der, by Biehop Hedding, in 1842. He came to California in 
1855, working for a while in Los ii.ngele8. He went from there 
-to Sacramento in December of that year, under direction of J. 
D. Blain. He soon organized the H Street Church. He W!t8 
given a eupetannuated relation in 1873, and settled in Ophir, 
where he lived several years on a small fruit farm, doing a great 
deal of preaching, and some organizing, in neglected places. In 
1884, he was again made effective, continuing to receive appoint- 
ments until 1888, when age and infirmaties required that he 
should he laid aside. He then moved to Pacific Grove, where he 
spent the balance of his days. He died October 23, 1899. 

J. Asbury Bruner came to ns from the Ohio Conference. He 
was tall, straight, well built, with a personal neatness in drees 
and appaaranee rarely excelled. He was a fluent speaker, of 
ploasant voice, a good singer, and one of the best pastors that 
ever entered the work of the ministry. Best of all, he was de- 
vout. The writer was once his room-mate at a conference ses- 
sion. Before retiring he had unhurdened his heart. They 
wanted him to go to a church he did not want to serve. He 
thought it wrong that Ihey should intimate such a change to him. 
He believed he would go to the bishop and object to the place, 
-and BO we went to sleep. In the morning, not dreaming that 
his companion was awake, he was saying, " Bless the Lord, Glory 
be to his Name,"' and similar expressions of joy and praise. 
Finding that he was heard, he jumped from the bed saying, 

" Bless the Lord, He is with me, they may send me to 

Church or anywhere else they pleased, the Lord is with me, and 
what do I care." He was horn in the State of Virginia, August 
11, 1820. He was converted and joined the Church at the age 
•of fourteen years. He preached his first sermon before he was 
twenty years old. A few months later he joined the Ohio Con- 
ference on trial. For sixteen years he labored in that field, fill- 
ing many important appointments, imd almost invariably hav- 
ing revivals in his churches. In 1846 he married Miss Mar- 
garet Morris, of Chilocothe, Ohio, a daughter of Judge Presley 
Morris, of precious memory. Mrs. Bruner, a most excellent 
woman, preceded him to the better world hy about two years. 
Her last wish was. " 0, that He might take me now, while I feel 
His perfect cleansing." Having finished fifty years in the work, 
.at the conference of 1890, he was superannuated. He served the 
Legislature as chaplain in the Winter of 1891. While thus en- 
. gaged he was smitten by a fatal disease, which caused his death 
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June 30, 1891. He was for many years the chorister of the- 
conference. 

A German District now appears for the first time. It is 
email but ambitious. It has but three preachers, but proposes 
to reach out its helping hand to far-off Yroka. Two new men ap- 
pear on the field. These are Charles Dierking and G. H. Bol- 
linger. The first-named was born in Bierde, Prussia, November 
17, 1819. He reached the United States when twenty-two years 
of age. Two years later he was converted. In 1849, he was 
licensed to preach and received on trial in the Ohio Conferenct. 
His first work in California was in ritockton. Successively he 
labored in Sacramento, Marysville, and San Francisco, then back 
to Stockton, where he died April 13, 18f>7, He could preach well 
in English, and was mijch beloved by all who knew him. He 
had been a miller before becoming a preacher, and the fact gave 
him a lesson for a congregation on one occasion. He was preach- 
ing to English jieopie at a ea nip- meeting one Sunday afternoon, 
when a spirit of drowiness crept over his audience. Seeing many 
asleep, he suddenly stopped, and stood in silence for a time. 
The sleepers, one by one, opened their eyes, looked in astonish- 
ment at the preacher, who simply said, " The miller always 
wakes up when the mill stops." He finished his sermon to a 
wide-awake congregation. 

Liottleib H. Bollinger was a man of fine appearance. Largtv 
well buili, of light complexion, and a sunny face. His conver- 
sion, as told to the writer, is well nigh a miracle. Passing along 
the streets of Cleveland, not long after reaching America, he 
heard singing, and turning into the church whence the music 
came, he found himself, without knowing it, in a Methodist 
Kpiscopal Church, and hearing the preaching of Matthew Simp- 
son. He could not understand a word that was being spoken, 
still a strange sensation crept over him. He felt that he was u 
sinner, and that he needed salvation. The tears rolled doWD his 
cheeks in profusion, .\fter the sermon, seeing persons going for- , 
ward to the altar, ho went also, hoping for relief, though having 
no idea how it would come. No one eonld speak to him but the I 
Spirit of (iod ; He spoke in a manner to be understood, and I 
Bollinger knew that he whs saved, and rejoiced with the others, | 
though in a strange tongue. He joined the Cincinnati Confer- 
ence in 1S54, and was received into full connection in the Ctli- 
fomia Conference in 185fi, He was thoroughly a lierman. H« 
could preach in English to edification, but he was i|iiile unwilling 
to do it. He loved his people, ho loved his work, yet often Bor- 
rowed over his want of success in lending them to Christ. UUTf 
tiiWB ho has wept in the writer's presence over the hardnen «' i 
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his people's hearts. He has spent his strength in California. 
-Superannuated, ho Uvea in the Southern part of the State, wait- 
ing for the end. 

There were eight probationers received into the conference 
in 1856. Henry Coles was an Englishman, who had already 
spent several years in California, An ideal local preacher, he 
would have been of great service on circnits in that land. He 
was at home with all sorts of Christians. He freely labored with 
those whose orthodoxy was in serious question. Wilson Pitner 
said "he had a familiar spirit," He was thoroughly good, but 
not fitted to the California pastorate. He was discontinued at 
. the end of one year. After spending a few years in St. Louis, 
Mo., he returned to liis native land, 

Henry Baker was a graduate of the Wesleyan University at 
Middletown. His father was a Methodist preacher of the New 
England Conference. Mr. Baker passed through his studies, was 
received into full connection in 1858, was ordained elder by 
Bishop Aines in 18C0, and located in 1861. He has been a very 
successful preacher in the East since that time. 

Charles N. Hinckley did about seven years of good service, 
was received into full connection, passed to elder's orders, and 
located in 18G3. Hiram Van Gundy remained on probation 
three years and was then discontinued at his own request. He 
has since then done valuable service in the local ranks. 

Colin Anderson was a Scotchman, witty, earnest, somewhat 
eccentric. Not very studious, he yet possessed a fund of original 
ideas that made his preaching quite attractive. As we have seen, 
he left our Church in 1859 and joined the Wesleyans. The lead- 
ing layman 'of that movement had n daughter, or perhaps an 
adopted daughter, an excellent young lady, that Anderson mar- 
ried. Before the year was out, not liking the work they gave 
him to do, he returned to the old Church. Soon afterward Mr. 
Brier said to him, " So you have gone back under the heel of the 
bishops, have you ? " " Yes," said Anderson, " I thought I 
would rather have fifteen good ones, than two very poor ones.'' 
He became a member of the Nevada Conference, from which he 
located. He is now supplying work within the bounds of Cali- 
fornia. 

A sad story is coupled with the memory of James A. Brooks. 
He was given, for his first work, after joining the conference, 
one of the hardest fields that could be found in America. The 
writer spent a little more than seven days traveling over portions 
of Klamath County, only three months before Brooks was sent 
there. Nine times he preached in nine different places in one 
week. The memory of that trip is one of steep mountains, scat- 
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tered inhabitants, wild forests, wild ]»eople, and yet people vha 
everywhere treated him with kindness. Many times he crossed 
mountains where his mule walked on snow drifts of unknown 
depths. In more than one instance his mule crossed rapid-rush- 
ing streams on a log that had been fallen for the purpose, and 
slightly hewed on the upper side. There was not a church nor 
tehool-house in all that mountainous world. No land under cul- 
tivation, nor any that could be cultivated. He does not remember 
of see'ing a lady in the congregation more than once during these- 
journeys. Such was the work to which this young man. who had 
but recently abandoned the profession of law for the ministry 
of the I.ord Jesus C'hriet, sent. To such a work without a mur- 
mur he went. Having spent some two months on his charge^ and 
having won the love and confidence of the men he went to help, 
he returned to Auburn, where he had supplied the Church before 
joining the conference. He went that he might refresh his soul 
among those he loved, and also to get some books for himself and 
others to read while " snowed in '" during the long cold winter, 
lieturning on foot, he was carrying a load of these iJiat'must have 
weighed well nigh fifty geuods. With his load he li:ft Trini'v 
Center in a snow Ftorm. He wa^ neviT again eeen by man. His 
friends at Sawyer's Bar, having heard of his effort to cross Scott 
Mountain, set out in great peril to seek him. They scarcely 
saved their own lives. In the following Summer his bones were- 
found on the mountain side not very fur from relief. If he had 
known where he was, he might have reached a house. On the- 
bones of one arm was a wristlet of braided hair: what heart- 
aches hung by it no one knows. His remains were gathered up 
and lovingly borne to SaerMmento. where they ri'^l. in a lut 
owned by the conference, in what is called New Helvetia C■enl^^- 
ferv\ Mr. Bohl delights in keeping the grase green on his grave. 
Tho inten-st on one hundred dollars, donated for the purpose, 
pays the necessary expenses. 

J. R. .Tarboe was the son-in-law of I1r. Thomas. He did not 
continue in the ministry, nor oven in the Methodist Church. 
He became a lawyer of prominence in San Francisco, where he- 
died Bcmic years ago. 

J. W. Burton joined the Hock Hjvcr Conference in 1847. He 
must have located, for he joined th'' California Conference on 
trial, antl wa? received into the conference after the usual pro- 
cess. He diitl in Woodland, March K. 1KH4, in the forty-flrst 
year of his age. His conversion dated back to ihe lirnii when he 
was sixtetn years old. His brethren said of him that he 
"kind, faithful, and true, fraternal an<l confiding. As 
]ireaeher he was accoptahlc and useful." 
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The year 1856 brought into the Church a man whose in- 
fluence has greatly advanced its interests in various ways, but 
mainly from a financial view. Charles (Joodall was iwm ini 
Draycott, Somersetshire, England, December 20, 1824. In 1841, 
he came alone to America. The sailing vessel that brought him 
landed liiiu in New York, whence he went up the river to Al- 
bany, thence by canal to Syracuse. Here he found himself with 
fifteen cents in his pocket. He walked about twenty miles to a 
place called Lysander, where he went to work on a farm. After 
two years spent in that place and occupation, he went to New 
Bedford and shipped on board of a whaler. From this occupa- 
tion, after three years, he entered the merchant service, gradually 
rising until he commanded a ship of his own. He landed ill 
San Francisco in 1850, going at once to the minee, where he 
labored for one year. He was then again on the ocean, where he- 
continued for two years, visiting the Feejee Islands, .Australia, 
and China, returning lo San Francisco June, 1853. He now 
made this city his home. 

In February, 1856, he married Jliss Serena M. Thayer, a 
woman wjio.Jias been a most active worker in the churches of San 
Francisco. Few women have equaled her in the amount of 
Christian work accomplished by one person. Soon after his mar- 
riage, he united with the Powell Street Church, removing to 
Folsom Street Church the next year. Having built a beautiful 
residence on McAllister Street, he joined Simpson Memorial 
Church. He was a member of that church at the time of his 
cleatli. His partnership with Captain Nelson, also a Methodisit, 
and afterward with Senator Perkins, led to the establishment rt 
the Pacific Coast Steamship Company, of which he was presi- 
dent at the time of his death. He was also Vice-President of the 
Oceanic Steamship Company. He was ardently attached to the 
oountry he had adopted, and in turn was honored hy his fellow 
citizens. He was Harbor Master of San Francisco from 1861 to- 
1864. He represented San Francisco in the State Senate in 
1870, and for the four years following. He possessed no or- 
dinary skd! with the pen. His death occurred, strangely enough, 
in the town where he was born, and where at the time he was 
visiting. This occurred on the 13th of July, 1899. His wife 
had preceded him to the heavenly mansion a few years before. 

Suisun comes to the front this year by being the first named" 
in the circuit called Suisun, Napa, and Sonoma. It had been 
a prominent point on a circuit before this time, but of its indi- 
vidual history the writer has no further knowledge. In 1857. 
it was alone, with J. Hunter in charge. At the close of this year* 
there were eighty-eight eommtmicants and forty scholars in two- 
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■Svmday-sclioolB, a church valued at $800 and a parsonage valueJ 
at $400. In 1858, it was with Vallejo, but no change in pastor. 
In 1859. it was alone, with J. W. Hines in charge; in ISIiO. it 
was couplud with Benicia, without change of pastor; in 1861, it 
was alone, with J. Corwin in charge; in 18ti2. H. J. Bland; in 
1863, W. S. Urmy; in 1865. J. Corwin; in 18(iB, J. Daniel; in 
1867, W. S. Turner; in ISGH, H. W. Williamson: in 1870. 0. S. 
Frambes; in 1871, A. R. Sherriff; in 1872. J. M. Hinman; in 
1873, it was Suisnn and Fairfield. This tast-named place had 
been associated with Suisun some years before, and from this, on 
was the more important part of the work. 

The town of Santa Rosa was laid out in 1853. Judge W, 
ChnrchinHn and family were among the earliest settlers, and 
were Methodists. During the Summer of 185i. J. Hunter held 
services in that place. In 18o.'), it was a part of the great Ens- 
Plan River Circuit. It was first named in 1856, when it had 
Williamson and Anderson in charge. It then embraced Santa 
Rosa, Als.'cander's — now Healdsburg, Cunningham's, — now Win- 
Hor, Oreen Valley, where there were three appointmenta, Stew- 
art's School -house, — now Foustville, Green's School-honse. 
Ijaird's. Hopper's, and Blucher's. In Santa Rosa they preached 
in till.' Cmirt House, at the other places in school-houses. On the 
whole Wiirk there were 183 communicants reported in 1857, and ' 
one clmrch-lmilding valued at $600. They paid both paeton I 
$600. ami had two Sunday-schools, with fifty scholart-. It wiw I 
called Santa Rosa and Russian River in 1857, with A. White and 
C. Anderwm in harge. In 18.58, it was Santa Rosa and Sonoma, 
with A. White alone in charge. In 1859, it was Santa Hosa 
alone, but evidently a large circuit, (or there were two preachers 
in charg.'. J. Burnell and J. Corwin. In 1860, it was Santa 
Rosa and Spnoma, with Corwin in charge. He built a church. 
In 1858. a lot was secured where the church now stands. — 
though orhcr lots were added in other years, — and vested in s 
Board of Trustees. These first legal custodians of the Church 
were. W. Churchman, Richard Dickson, C. C. Green, J. U 
Broadus, and Valentine B. Cook. The Church wag not dedi- 
cated until 1861, when the charge was called Santa Rosa and 
Sonoma, with W. Hulbert in charge. The sermon was preached 
by Dr. Thomas. In 1862. it stands alone, without change of pas- 
tor; in 1863, N. B. Clark, He died in mid-year, and N. Bnrton 
followed him. In 1866. G. Clifford. Santa Rosa charge now 
included Green Valley, Sahastopol and other points lying West. 
Clifford left it ut the end of the year with 136 communicanta, 
oiip hundred scholars in two Sunday-schools, and three churchea, 
-valued nt $3,000. In 1867, A. L. S. Bateman. and one to be 
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supplied. In 18(i8_, Green Valley wua made a circuit by itself,, 
and Santa Hosa was supplied by J. Walker. In 1869, iionoma. 
was again added, and U. D. Pinneo was in charge. In 1871, W. 
Anguin. Thi8 was the beginning of more regular work for Santa. 
Kosa. It became a station, having regular prayer meetings, and, 
early in ihe Miowing year, a Sunday-school, In 1873, it waa, 
supplied by G. U. Walter; in ISr-i, V. J. Lovejoy; in 1876, C. K., 
Kich. He remained only a part of the year and Ji. D. Buck took 
his place. In 1877, E. E. Dodge. The church was freed from. 
debt during this pastorate. In 1879, E. I. Jones; in 1883, G. 
Adams; in 1883, T. H. Woodward. In the last year of this pas- 
torate a new parsonage was added to the property of the Church, 
costing $1,601). About half of the cost was paid at the time. In, 
1886, G. Clifford. During his stay the Church was renovated 
and reseated, at a cost of about $1,800. Twelve hundred dol- 
lars were paid at the time. In la'JU, W. Angain. During the 
tirst two years of his ])astorate the entire debt of the church waa - 
cancelled. In 1895, _E. P. Dennett. His pastorate closes the 
period of this history. In 1897, there were 337 members,, 
twenty-two prohationers, S40 scholars in the Sunday-school, 6ne- 
church valued at $5,000, one parsonage valued at $2,500. They 
paid ithe pastor $1,300, the presiding elder $100, bishops $15,. 
and i;si8'^*i fo' missions, $71. 

The second church in Sacramento was organized by N. H.. 
Peck, December 9, 1855. The entire membership was only seven 
souls. The first ofRcial board was composed of Martin Grier, J. 
L. Thompson, A. Fowler, N. Cronkite, L. Pelton, and B. Wood,. 
A church building was erected on H Street, between 11th and. 
12th. It was dedicated June 30th, 1856, by Bishop Kavanaugh, 
of the Church South. The building cost about $2,000 At the- 
close of Mr. Peck's pastorate there were forty-four communi- ' 
cants, fourteen scholars in Sunday-school, and property valued 
at $2,500. In 1857, D. Deal. During this pastoral term a par- 
sonage was erected at a co&t of $1,500. In 1859, H. Baker. In 
1861, W. S. Urmy. His first Winter was that of the second 
great flood. The family had to be taken from the parsonage in 
a boat. Many people left the city, and this turned to the in- 
jury of the church. In 1863, when Urmy left, it was a ques- 
tion whether anyone should follow him, or whether the two. 
churches should be consolidated. N. H. Peck took the chances in 
favor of his old charge, and was appointed to H Street. In 1864, 
J. A. Bruner. In 1865, it was made a part of First Church, 
with M. C. Briggs, pastor. In 1867, it is again in the list of ap- 
pointments, and was supplied by J. M. Hinman. In 1869, G, 
Newton. The parsonage and lot on H Street were now sold,. 
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the church nioveil ou the comer of 11th and I Street, and phim 
adopted to build a fine Memorial Church in honor of Bishop 
Kingsley. As a step in that direction, they proceeded to build a 
lecture room, and called it Kingslcy Chapel, a name the charge 
bore for several years. The enterprise did not prosper as was 
ejcpected, and nothing but the chupel was ever undertaken. Even 
that was heavily burdened with debt. In 1872. \V. R. Gober. 
In 1873, J. L. Trefren. A revival by Mrs. Maggie Van Cott 
probably saved this church from being sold for debt. In 187ti, 
A. J. Wells; In 1877, J. E. Wiekes; In 1880, D. Deal; in 18S2, 
C. McKelvey. During this pastorate much of the old debt was 
paid off and the Church remodeled and improved at a cost of 
about $3,500. The name was also changed to Central Church, 
by which it is now known. In 18S5, T. Filben; in 1889, C. H. 
Beechgood; in 1893, E. E. Dodge; in 1894, J. L. Trefren; 
1897, J. B. Chynoweth, at which time there were 113 members, 
len probationers, three local preachers, and 181 scholars in the 
Sunday-school. They had one church valued at $3,000, paid the 
pastor $1,000, the presiding elder $70, the bishops $13, and 
raised for missions, $21. 

In 1850, D. A. Dryden was sent to Granite City. This was 
a part of the Mormon Island charge and was, two years after, 
called Folm)in, by which name it is now known. There were 
thirty-eight communicants at the close of this year, and two 
churches valued at $S,000. In 1857, it was left to be supplied 
but was not, at least no report of it appears in the minutes. In 
1858 and 1859, it was supplied, but by whom is now unknown. 
In 1860, W. G. Blakeley. While he was pastor, a brick church 
was erected at a cost of about $9,000. In 1863, J. A. Bruner; 
in 1863, C. H. Lawton; in 18C4, W. Gafney. In 1865, it was 
added to Auburn, with W. S. Unny, as pastor. In 1866 it was 
Folsom and Boseville, with Silvanus Clayton, pastor. In 1867, 
supplied bj' C. W. Dowe. In 1868, it was called Coloma, George 
Town, and Folsom, with N. R. Peck in chaise. In 1869, it waa 
Auburn and Foleom, with J. H. Peters in charge. In 1870, it 
drops out of sight until 1872, when it appears as Folsom and 
SaulsbuPf', supplied by C. Derrick. The reports of the next year 
indicate n decline in members and interest. It disappears ii 
18(3, to reappear in 1814, as Lincoln, Penryn, and Folsom, suj^ 
plied by G. 0. Starr. In 1875, it does not appear, but its former 
preaching places are served by (i. Larkin. In 1876, even its 
neighbors are left out. In 1877, E. A. Wible. And now it evi- 
dently staiids nlone, and what is left of this unfortunate church? 
Mr. Wible reported twenty communicuntH and seventy-five schol- 
am in Sun ilny -school, no church at all, but a parsonage worth 
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¥800. They paid the pastor $520, and the predding elder $5fi. 
Wible stayed his full three years, and then this church again 
goes into liiding. We see uo more of it until 1889, when G. U. 
Walter appears as pastor. In fact, he was there the year before, 
th4Jugh not in the list of appointments. In 1890, he' reports 
sixteen communicants, and a church valued at $3,000. Walter 
remained until 1891, when it goes out of sight again to reappear 
in 18i)a, with J. Chisholm in charge. The pastor is soon ap- 
pointed chaplain of the penitentiary located there, and in 1893,. 
it is iound with Orangeville, hut lett to be supplied. It was sup- 
plied by ]'. P. Hamilton, a Muperannnate. In 1894, it was sup- 
plied by W. S. Northrup. In IHUo, it was not supplied, nor ia- 
anrthing known of it iintil 189ti, when Fred Sheldon appears 
as the pastor. His pastorate closes our history. At that time 
Folsom and Orange Vale, as the latter name then appears, had 
sixty-thn^e members, four probationers, and ninety scholars in 
two Kun day-schools. They had one church valued at $2,500. 
They paid the pastor $oi5. presiding elder $5i, bishops $2, and 
raised for missions, $30. 

TonialtJS was a circuit in the region of the little bay l)ea,r- 
ing that name. There were forty communicants reported in 
18.17, when it was supplied by J. K. Walker. It then disappears, 
probably becoming a part of a circuit hearing another name. 

L'assiimmes, near the river of that name, also in those days 
called Jlicosma, was set apart thit year for I. S. Diehl, though 
it is not likely that he ever went near it except to lecture on tem- 
perance. It would take a more tempting bate to induce him to 
settle anywhere for one year. It was coupled with other places 
for a time, then disappears as a distinct appointment. 

Grizzly Flat was a ghastly name that did not long appear 
among the tribes of our Israel. In 1857, there were nine mem- 
bers and thirty scholars in Sunday-school, but nothing else re- 
ported. That year I. S. Deihl, or his name, was put down there 
G. W. Heath re.ported it at the next conference and wi;^ returned, 
as a supply. In 1859, J. Baldwin. This was the end of it as a. 
separate charge. 

Knight's Ferry is a village on the Tuolumne River, near 
where it enters the great San Juaquin Valley. R. McElroy or- 
ganized .1 church here in 1855. For three years after it waa 
left to he supplied. C. Anderson was sent there in 1860. The- 
next year there were twenty-eight comunicants, twenty-five schol- 
ure in Sunday-school, and a parsonage valued at $a06. In 1861, 
W. C. CuiTy. He remained two years, and then the place is not 
named. In the reports of 18fi6, it was with Copperopolia, and J. 
McKelvey was in charge. In 18ti6, it was supplied by E. A., 
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IVible, who reported sixteen communicants, forty-two scholars 
in Sunday -school, and two churches worth 81,100. But little 
further was ever attempted in regard to Ivniffht's Ferry. flHien 
the writer visited it in IS8(i, he found a smalT church, and a few 
-soule who desired the ordinances of the Church. D. W, Chilson, 
our pastor at Oakdale, occasionally preached for them. Coppero- 
_poIis was at that time an almost dewrted place. 

OroviJIe was a part of the old I'lumas Circuit. Perhaps we 

I .might say the old circuit under a new name. It ie very evident 
that it wai* a large work still, for J. W. Burton was supposed to 
have a helper associated with him. There were fifty-three com- 
'municants, and seventy-five scholars among three schools. There 
was one church valued at S-lOO and one parsonage valued at 
=$200. Tliis was the report of 1857, when J. H. Tansey wa* 
appointed pastor. In 185S, R. B. Slvatton. It is certain that 
he did not go, aa he had already left for the East, and nenr 
retUrnerl. It is probable that it had no pastor that year, iwr 
in the year following. In ]8(ifl, R. Hohart. It is probable thnt 
then Oroville was alone, the circuit having been otherwise dii- 
tributed. At any rate, there were hut nine members reported at 
the end of the year, and one church valued at $1,500. In 1801 
it was left to be supplied, as also in ia(i?. In ISfiS it was Oro- 
ville and Forhestown, with Philetus drove in charge, .\bout 
this time the place was abandoned by the Methoditits. until about 
1878, when it was supplied by J. W. Kuykendall. The corner 
etone of n new church was laid by \V. S. t'rmy April 4, IStll. 
That year the charge was supplied by J. Gregory. In 1880 there 
were twentv members, sixty scholars in the Sundav-school, one 
church valued at $2,lfiO. 'in 18f!0, J, Applelon. 'in 1883. J. 
Smith, In 1«84. R. Rhodda. In 1886. J. Kirby. In 188S. 0, 
H. Beechgood. In 1889, it was supplied by J. P. Morris. In 
1890, F. E. McCulhim. In 1891. A. C. Duncan. In 1892. A. 
Canoll. In I8!>4. D. M. Birmingham. In 189G. (i. H. Yuii 
Vlict. His pastorale closes this history. In 1897 there vrvrv 
fifty-six members, twenty-two probationers, and nne li»ciil 
preacher. There were 100 scholars in the Sunday-school. Thov 

I n«d one church valued at $3,000. one parsona^' valued at SI .OOii. 

[ they paid the pastor $850, the presiding elder $70. l)isho)is $4. 
niscd for missions $35. 

Ran iTuan, or North Ran Juan, as it soon afterward was 
railed, has had a continuous history since H. B. Sheldon was sent 
there in 1850, He oreanized the society, and be built the church 
thnt is now in use. Those who wrought with bim. the only ones 
(fiTen the writer, were Mr. and Mrs. Freeman, who wcr- charter 
Tnembers, and remained faithful to the work until death took 
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them to their reward. Among later members should be men- 
tioned Jiimea Chigholm, who at one time repaired and beautified 
the church at hie own e.xpenee. Special mention may be made of 
E. B. Ransom and wife, C. E. Tabor and wife, Mrs. Thomas, 
Mrs. Furth, and Mrs. Godfrey. At the close of his first year Mr. 
Sheldon reported fifty-two communicants, a Sunday-school of 
thirty- scholars, and a church valued at $1,000. In 1857, J. Dick- 
inson, It must have been quite a circuit, as it was expected thnt 
he should have a colleague, in 1858. and in 1859, it was supplied, 
but by whom is not known to the writer. In 1860 it was sup- 
plied by 0. N. Brooks. By the report of the next year W. Wil- 
mot was there, at least, a part of the year. At that time the 
membership had greatly declined, as only seven were reported,, 
but the church was greatlv improved, as it was valued at $3,500. 
In 1861, J. MeH. Caldwell. In 18G2. G. R. Baker. In ISH-t,. 
P. L. H;iynes. In 18(55. J. E.Wickes. In ]S6(>. S. D. Simond^ 
He did not go, and Silas Belknap supplied the work. In 18(17,. 
S. L. Hamilton. In 186!) it was with Oamptonville. and A. K. 
Sheriff was pastor. In 1870, S. H. Todd. In 1871. -T. L. Bur- 
chard. He was soon after removed to Marysville. and who sup- 
plied San Juan the balance of the year, or whether it was sup- 
plied at all, the writar has no way of knowing. In 1873, W. S. 
Urmv. In 1873. I. B. Fish. In 1874, A. J. Wells. In 1875,. 
S. H. RhoadP. In 1877, S. A. Redding. In 1879, it was North 
San Juan and Bloomfield, with J. J. Harris and A. J. Tiffany in^ 
eharffe. The last n.imed was a supply. In 1880, E. H. Kinc 
In 1881, E. A. Hazen. In 1883, T. R. Bartlev. In 1885, .T. S. 
Fisher. In 1886, it is called simply North San Juan, withont 
change of paptor. In 1888, it was supplied bv J. S. Anderson. 
In 1889. 0. F. McNeill. In 1893, H. B. Sheldon. In 1895, J. 
W. Kuykendall. In 1897, H. C. Langley. Members fnrty-seven, 
probationers seven, scholars in Sunday-school ninety, one church 
valued at 81,000, one parsonatre valued at $fi00, paiil the 
preacher i^788, presiding elder $fi8. raised for migBioni= $17. 

Timbiietoo was placed with Forbestown in 1857, and no- 
farther note is found of it in the niiTiutes until 18fiO, when it ia 
coupled with Penn Valley, and supplied by W. A. Bowver. He 
reported thirty communicants the next year. In 1861. J. M. 
Hinman: Tn 18(i-S, it was left to be supplied, and no report is 
made of it the next year. In 18(i4 it was coupled with Bear 
River, and left to lie supplied. In 186(! it was. alone, with E. W. 
Rusk in charge. In 1867, J. Pettit. In 1869. W. S. Corwin. 
This is the last time it has been named in the appointment?. 
It is probable that it continued to exist under a less outlandish- 
name. The Church would hardly abandon a charge that Mr. 
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^^^^T'Corwin reported as having ninety-one coninuuiicants, ahr"ninS^ 
^^^m •Sunday- Ech 00 1 scJiolar^. 

^^H There was no report of the American Valley in the minutes 

^^H^ -of 1857, but C. B. Hinkle was appointed there. He made no 
P report of 1858. but P. Grove was gent there. At the elof^e of a 

I two years' pastorate he reported twelve members and a pareon- 

I -nge worth $l,tiOO. In 1860, W. Wilmot. In 1861, it went into 

I the Nevada District, with Edwin Dickinson in charge. A wonl 

F about this young man. He was a younger brother of John and 

I Anna Dickinson, and was a swtiit spirited Christian before hv 

^^^ became a Methodist. Having betTi raised a Quaker, he held i<i 
^^^L '«ll their views concerning the ordinances, but on one occasion, 
^^^K vhen the writer was pastor at Santa Clara, where Edwin was 
^^^F ;»ttending college, this young man went to the sacrament of tlw 
^^^ Lord's Supper, and in spite of the fact that he had never been 
'baptized, he received such a blessing from the Ltird that all his 
'que^tionn; were silenced, he was baptized and received into tlu- 
Church the same day. He died not long after he started oat- 
to preach the gospel he so deeply loved. In 1863 the charge, 
of which we are writing, whs called Indian and American Va?- 
'leys, and left to be Fupplied. Xo report came from it in l8G-i, 
when it paused into the Xevada Conference. 

Mr. .\mold, in his travels, found a colony of Hawaiian); in 
the neighborhood of Hawkinsville who still held on to their pro- 
fession of Christianity, and who desired to have the servicea nf 
a minister. He both oreached for them and administered thi- 
pflcrament of the Tjord's Supper. He held a love feast am'^n:; 
them, and spoke in glowing terms of the interesting character 
of their testimonies. In IS.'iG a charge was constituted in lliul 
placr. anil W. Oafney was appointed pastor. He reported at thi- 
end of the year twelve members, whether Havvaiians or Ameri- 
cans cannot now be known. No other appointment was made. 

Scott Bar. where E. Arnold was sent, was doubtless near his 
home in ficoti Valley. Nothing was reported tlie nest ve«r rx- 
eept the fact that the pastor had received 9A7^. In \8^7 h inw 
Scott Bar and Klamath, with N. Burton in charge. Slill ther-- 
was "o renort of members. In 1838 it was left to Ire supplioil. 
In 185!>. J. W. Irf-aeh. He reported four communicants, and ii 
parsonage worth $2(10. In TSfiO Scott Uiver and Klamnth wn« 
no doubt the same charge. L. Walker was pastor. In 1Sfi| it wan 
'loft to Ix- sunplied. Il is named again only in 1864 and ISfi.'i. 
in wwh case to be supplied. 

We have seen the traffic endiP? nf the first elTnrt to introduOT- 
Methodism omoue the miners of Salmon and Klamath Rivern, 
"We may briefly Iwk at the succeeding attempts in the same di- 



Tection. In 1857 it was called Salmon, antt T. Cayton was ap- 
pointed. He reported six members and one local preacher. In 
1858 it was left to be supplied. In 1859, J. D. Bullock. He 
reported nine niendxTs and four probationers. In 18(10, it was 
left to be supplied, and no report the next year. In 18(11 it was 
supplied bv some unknown person. Up to 18(il> nothing defi- 
nite is known as to the persons who supplied the work, or whether 
it was supplied at all. The writer knows that W, S. Corwin was 
in that fioid, doing excellent work before he joined the confer- 
ence, but what time he was there he cannot now state. It ap- 
pears no more in any form after 18CG. Perhaps the reader will 
say, " What was the use of throwing away to much labor and 
life?" Some souls were saved. Some had the obligations of 
religion kept in mind until they were l)rouglit under better en- 
vironment. William Fletcher was a class leader in Taylor Street 
Church in Portland, Orejsron, when the writer was pastor of that 
church. He was a good man, a good leader, had the respect and 
confidence of everybody who knew him. He was able to read 

-correctly, and to write with sufHcient accuracy to contribute an 
article to an eastern magazine. But Fletcher went to Sawyei^'s 
Bar, the place where Brooks had decided to make his home, a 
worthless drunken sailor, a bigoted Roman Catholic, and an 
ignorant man who did not know one letter from another. There 
he heard the gospel, there he was transformed into a good man, 
a useful citizen, an heir of glory. 

Crescent City was left to be supplied at the conference of 
185G. No report was made of it the next year, but from the 
Advomti! we learn that J. Jeffreys was there at work in the in- 
terim, [n 1857, C. H. Korthup. He reported eleven communi- 
cants and thirty Sunday-school scholars. In 1858, J. Pettit, 
who supplied it, if supplied, in 185SI, the writer does not know. 
The presiding elder reported, in 1860, thirty-four communicants. 
That year the supply is unknown. In 1801, C. X. Hinckley. 
In 18(i3 he reported thirty-six communicants, seventy-four 
scholars in Sunday-school, and a parsonage worth $500. That 
year J. .T. Cleveland was placed in charge. In 18(55 it was sup- 
plied by J. Rice. In 18^7, J. W. Bryant. At the end of his 
first year he reported a church valued at $2,500. In 1869, A. 
Taylor. ]n 1871, S. Kinsey. In 1874, S. Jones. In 1875 it 
was supplied by E. J. Walker. In 1876 it was with Smith River, 

:aDd L. M. Hancock was in charge. In 1878, B. F. Taylor. In 
1880, J. W. Ivuykendall. In 1883. W. T. Mayne. In 1884, J. 

-Appleton. In 1886 it was alone, with E. A. Wible in charge. 
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In 1891 it was supplied by C. Anderson. In 1892, S. H. Rhoads. 
In 1894, C. E. Winning. In 1896, C. F. Coy. In 1897, T. S. 
Ijeak. Members thirty-eight, probationers* sixteen, Sunday- 
school scholars seventy, one church valued at $2,000, one parson- 
age valued at $2,000, paid pastor $669, presiding elder $10, 
bishops $1, raised for missions $10. 



CHAPTER XII. 



The Fifth Conference. 



This geasion was held in Powell Street Church, September 
17th, Bishop Janes presiding, and J. B. Hill secretarj'. It was 
the first visit of the saintly Janes. His sermons and addresses 
were greatly prized by the conference, especially his address to 
the class being received into full connection. In those days tho 
classes stood on their feet during the entire time the bishop was 
speaking to them. In this instance be was well neigh an hour. 
It was a long chapter in practical theologj', and made an im- 
pression his nearest auditors never forgot. There was nothing 
oecurrred in the business of the conference that needs to arrest 
our attention. At the close of the session there were fifty-five 
members in full connection, and seventeen probationers. The 
statastics contain the foUowing figures of interest: members 
"3,500, probationers (512, local preachers f-ixty-two, Sunday- 
schools sevent.v-five, officers and teachers 530, scholars 8,750, 
churehes fifty-eight, valued at $135,750, twenty-nine parsonages 
valued at $25,825. This was an increase in all the items naraeil. 
IJet us take a glimpse at the column entitled " benevolences." 
Conference Claimants had but one collection taken, that was 
in Marysville, and amounted to $10. Missions had touched the 
hearts a little deeper. Ten out of sixty-sis nominal and real 
charges had each taken a missionary eollcctinu. One each in the 
San Francisco and Sacramento Districts, two in the Mt. Shasta 
District, and three each in the Marvsville and Oerman Districta. 
These collections aggregated $348.90. It was customary in 
those days to make a grand rally for money at the conference 
anniversary- of the missionary society. Complements were paid 
to a large number of persons by makins them life members nf 
the conference, or parent missionarv societies. The poor preach- 
- GTS sometimes gave all the money thev had under the insniration 
I of this excess of zeal. Had they given half as much in their 
[ -several charges, the collections had been ten fold as large as thev 
' s a sample of this kind of giving, this conference raised 
L*on the night of its anniversary- meeting the sum of $(5^9.77. 
(191) 
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^S mucli as all that hail betn raised during the pre- 
'ceeding year. 

There were seventy-one pastoral nppointnientB this year. 
M. C. Briggs was placed on the San Francisco District, and J. 
D. Blaiii OD the Sacramento. Xo other district changes. 

Looking at the new men coming to the work this year wc 
are struck with the fact that the number was less than at any 
time previously, leaving out the name of McElrny, who had 
already been here about four years, though a member of the 
Troy Conference, there were hut two names added to the list 
by transfer, These were J. W. Rnss «nd H. J. Bland. 

John W. Hoss was horn in Brown County. Ohio, June 20. 
1823. His father was a successful class leader during most of 
his Christian life. The family altar was ever sacredly main- 
tained. When he was .seven years old, a sister four yearc older 
than he led hiin to the bam, where she had often been bless«.>d. 
and induced him to kneel and give his heart unreservedly to 
God, He did so, and in that blessed moment felt the witness o( 
the Spirit that he was a child of Ood. It was always a bright 
day in his memory. No experience in after life was more real 
and more precious than that. An older sister than the one who 
had been instrumental in his conversion, and one whose word 
was a sort of oracle to John, told him she did not believe one 
so young as he could be converted, that she was glad to seo him no- 
good, and ursed him to keep right on until he was old enough {*> 
repent, and be really converted. Casting away his confidenctj, 
his soul went under an eclipse, though he tried to do his dntv 
as a Christian. When he was thirteen years old his parenis 
desired that he shnuM unite with the Church, which he reluct- 
antly did. but it was four years afterward before he regained tht> 
joy he lost by instruction, then as now. all too frequently given. 
He was educated in the public schools, and was a student for 
a time in .Augusta College, in the State of Kentucky. But Ik- 
learned from preachers, be teamed from bnoks. and he learned 
the best of lessons, the ability to learn without a teacher. He 
was licensed to preach AuBTUst 7. 1R47, and admitted on trial m 
the Ohio Conference in lfi4S. He marric<l Miss D. A. Jasixr. 
a teacher in Cincinnati. He was lab"rine in Mnrysvillc, Kcn- 
tnckv. when the conference bearinsr that name was set apart mk 
A conference, and beinir stronjtlv solicited to n-main in that work, 
mnsented to do »n. He remained in the Kentucky Cnnfi^nnt'-p 
nntil. urged bv Bishop Simpson, he tnok a tran-fer to California. 
T*ntil partiflllv disabled on account "f health, he was one ni onr 
most ffueecssfnl nreaeher^. F.vcn when unable to lake a chargp, 
he was remarkably useful in helping his brethren in revivor 
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work — a form of labor in which he had special gifts. Since 
1884, and including that year, he has been doing effective work. 
He rejiresented his conference in the general conference of 1868. 
His wife, long an invalid, and a great care to her husband, died 
January 16, 1885. After three years he married Mies Martha 
J. Powors, a daughter of Dr. Powers, once agent of the Western 
Book Concern. In 18fi6, when Ross was presiding elder of tt^e 
Marysville District, he was at a camp-meeting near the Butt«fl. 
A lay. brother, known for the magniloquence of his speech, said 
to some preachers, " I tell you brethren, John W. Boss is an 
e pluribvs unum." Then, for the benefit of those who did not 
understand Latin, he added, '"'He is one among a thousand." 
We all agreed with him in fact, but would have been quite in- 
capable of putting it in such felicitous style. 

Of H. J. Bland the writer has received no special informa- 
tion. He ia a brother of Adam Bland, a sketch of whose life 
may be found elsewhere. H. J, Eland joined the Baltimore 
Conference in 1850, came to California as a transfer in 1857, 
continued in the regular work until superannuated in 1885. 
He now resides in College Park with his aged companion, who 
has shared all his vicissitudes as an itinerant, at least all of it 
since coming to California. 

A class of twelve probationers was received into the confer- 
ence at this session. We shall consider thwu in the order in 
which they are named in the minutes. Thomas Cayton was a 
young man of florid complexion, and a somewhat impulsive 
nature. He passed his course of ^tudy well and was received 
into full connection in due time. In 1863 he resigned his minis- 

try. 

William Grove Deal was a brother of David Deal. He was 
a physiciun by profession. He came to California soon after the 
discovery of gold, and practiced medicine in Sacramento for 
several years. He was a local elder at the time of joining the 
conference. He was a man of fine abilities in the pulpit. He 
returned East in 1864, and was granted a location at the confer- 
ence following. 

W. N, Smith completed his course, being ordained elder in 
1861. He was truly a good man and faithful Christian. Hia 
wife was a woman of rare gifts. He was transferred to some 
other conference in 1863. 

The name of William Curry is found in the list of proba- 
tioners. His full name was William Campbell Curry. He de- 
serves especial mention for the self-sacrificing work he did, and 
for the beautiful character he bore. .\ truer man never was en- 
rolled among the prophets of our Zion. He gave his life to 
(G) 
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hard work in hard fiulda, And he gave his property to support 
himself while doing it. He did it all with a cheerfulness that 
ccinld only come from a firm faith that he was floing God's will, 
and believed that God would reward his faithful ones at last. 
^ short lime before his death, which oetnired October 5, ISill, 
he wrote an account of his life and sent it to Dr. Nelson, with 
this private note, " I send you a brief sketch of my unprofitable 
life. I want you to answer to my roll call. I will not be there." 

He was bora in Cumberland County, Pennsjdvania, June 
5, 1812. His parents were mcml)era of the Church he loved to 
well. At the age of twelve, he was bound out to a man for five 
jears. He had two months' schooling each year during that time. 
It was about all the education he ever received, except what he 
obtained without a teacher. Yet he made excellent use of the 
English language, and passed his conference course with much 
credit. He Icamtd the cabinet trade, and then went to Ohio. In 
that State, in the town of Mansfield, he was converted May IT, 
1835. He was soon made a class leader, having for one of hid 
members. Miss Bentley, afterward the wife of Bishop Thomson. 
Here he became acquainted with W. L. Harris, afterward bishop. 
They were licensed to preach about the same time. Here their 
paths diverged. Harris went to college, Curry went to Arkan- 
sas. Though in slave territory, he never wavered for one moment 
in the bitterness with which he looked upon the " peculiar insti- 
tution." With such men as William and Edward Moore, Dr. . 
Hunt and others, he stood by the old Church, amid no small i 
antagonism and persecution. He married a sister of the MiKiri'4 j 
above named, and with them came to California in 1853. He | 
supplied work in Calaveras County in 1856, and by the church 
in Angel's Camp he was recommended to the next conference. 
As pastor and presiding elder he did excellent work until 188T, 
when he was obliged, by increasing infirmaties, to lake a super- 
annuated relation to the conference. 

Of Tjconard C, Clark the writer knows nothing, more tlMU 
ihat he was sent to Coloma and Georgetown, but spent part of | 
the year Tin the Soerameiito Circuit, and at the next conference 
he was diseontJnueii at his own request. 

Randal Uobart was (ifty-seven years old when he joined the 
■conference, and hail been a loial elder tor some yearsu He vim k 
a native of Xew York, and came to California in 1849, He 1 
settled at Bidweira Bar in Butte County, where he held the office | 
of County Judge with credit. He was given a superannuated 1 
relation in 18(il, but was never an expense to the Church. Hfi 1 
own uieaua were sufficient for his support. He died great^ I 
honored and loved, February 7, 1870, 
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John McKelvey was a useful iiian. buloved by all who knew; 
him. He had spent several years in work within the bounds- 
of the Southern California Conference before the division oe-- 
cured. He was a charter member of that conference, and died- 
Boine years ago. 

CharleR D. Cushman was of New England birth and blood. 
He belonged to a family of decidedly JegaJ tendencies, in which: 
tendencies he largely shared. He fully sympathized with Sim- 
onds in the Church trial elsewhere described, and acted as one' 
of his counsel. Probably his extreme technical objections preju- 
diced the case at that time. Failing health oauRcd him to take 
a supernumerary relation in 1860, and he located in 1868; 
Being a man of strict integrity and excellent ' business ability, 
he had no trouble in finding employment while ableto' attend to 
it. He was financial agent of -the- Palace -Hotel while in the"' 
process of construction. 

Benjamin F. Meyers was bom in Chilicotbe, Ohio, in 1801. 
He was converted at the ago of nine years. He joined the Ohio 
Conference in 1833. After ten years' service, on account of poor 
health, he located. The next seven years he was a judge of 
Licking County, Ohio. He came to California in 1850, bringing 
a certificate of location from the Ohio Conference. For a few 
years he engaged in business in the mines, then joined the Cali- 
fornia ConferEtnce on trial, but was afterward received on his 
certificate of location. After twelve years in the effective ranlf^ 
he took a superannuated relation, choosing his residence in 
Stockton, where a son. Dr. Meyers, a dentist, resided, and was an 
official member of the Church. He died July 18, 1874. A 
UTMpg 'uBipaSej^ pa}BJ(|.i[a3 ai|; jo ajcai aq; se* stq jo ja;L|gnBp 
Booth. 

Jacob S])eck was a local elder, who had been long at work as 
a supply, when admitted on trial. He was received into full 
connection in 1860, and located in 1864. 

Jaraea H. Maddux was one of the most hopeful of the pro- 
bationers taken in at this conference. Young in years, posBessec| 
of a fine physique, studious and talented, he seemed one of 
whose future there could be but one uncertainty, that of death. 
Nor was his ministry for thirteen years below expectation. It 
culminated in three years of successful labor in Stockton. He 
then took a superannuated relation, and went into the business of 
a grocer in Modesto, with Mr.,Gridley. a man who had been etin- 
verted under his ministry. In 1873 he located, and still later 
he withdrew from the Church and ministry. 

John Dickinson was a native of Philadelphia,, of Quaker ' 
pai'entage, a brother of Anna, so celebrated during the war. 
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Like her, he bocamu a Matliodist, but unlike her he rei 
one until his death. A man of profound Bcholarehip, ready 
Bpeach, and thorough honenty in his advocacy of truth but with 
all that, lie was not a popular preacher. He was too deep, too 
frank, too independent, and, above all, too much occupied with 
his doubts to make him a desirable pastor. He was diEcontlnued 
at the end of one year, in order to attend school. After two yeara 
in the University of the Pacific, he again joined on trial, and 
after three years in the pastorate was elected to the chair of 
natural science in the school he had attended. Feeling too de- 
ficient in his acquaintance with the studies he was teaching, he 
went East in 1865, locating in 1866. He joined the New York 
East Conference soon after, graduated from Tale while in 
charge of churches in the neighborhood, pursued a post graduate 
couree in the same institution, . and for several years was in 
and about the City of New York in pastoral work. His 
health failing, he continued to teach. He found his way 
back to Caliifornia, and for three years filled the chair of 
natural sciences in the ITniversity of Southern California. 
He traveled and lectured extensively in various parts of the 
nation, nnd in the West Indies, imparting knowledge, yet 
perhaps nhtaining more ; then died on the first day of Februarv. 
1899. Ho was n superannuate member of the New York Con- 
ference, iind a member of various soionfifie societies at the time 
of his death. 

But few of the new charges that appear in the list of appoint- 
ments have continued until now. Mission Dolores had a choreb 
building erected before this time, but it was heavily in debt, 
and finally lost to the Church. 

Centerville was quite a flourishing charge for several years. 
In 1857 it was supplied by Alexander Maclay, brother nf 
Charles and W. J. In 1858 there were twenty members and a 
parsonage worth $400. That year J. R. Tansey was in charge. 
In 1859, C. D. Cushman. In 18«0 he reported thirty-seven 
communicants. Also two churches, and one parsonage wortb 
$1,600. The churches were valued at $2,100. That year D. 
Tuthill was pastor. In 1861, P. Y. Cool. In 1863, G. A." Pierce. 
In 1863. I. N. Mark. In 18G4, W. Morrow. In 18G5, B. F. 
Uyers. In 1867, it was supplied by J. H. Owens. In 1869, O. 
W. Kenning In 1870. J. W. Hinea. In 1871, and also for the 
next year, it was left to be supplied. In 1873, E. A. Hazen. In 
1874. it was coupled with San Leandro, and W. S. Bryant was 
tn charge. It then sinks out of sight until 1878, when it wab 
oouplod with Haywards, and W. T. Mayne was in charge. Thia 
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s its last appearance. The region round about gradually be- 
came settled with foreigners of the Roman Catholic faith. 

San Bernardino, to which place A, L. S. Batemau was sent, 
reported in 1858, three communicants and $20 paid the preacher. 
This result cost the missionary society $500. It was a iicgin- 
ning, but very sraall. In 1853 it was left to be supplied. In 
1859 it is not mentioned, nor does it appear again among the 
appointments until 1863, when it was left to be supplied. This 
entry appeared for three years more, without a report from the 
charge. In 1867, I. M. Ijeihy. He reported at the end of the 
year ten members and fifty scholars In the Sunday-school. As 
yet no church property. In 1869 it was again left to be supplied. 
This was its status also the next year. In 1871, R. 0. Ash was 
there. He reported thirty-two communicants, eighty-one schol- 
ars in Sunday-school, a church worth $800, and receipts for the 
preacher of $900. In 1873, W. A. Knighten. In 1873, W. S. 
Corwin. In 1874, 0. W. Tarr. In 1875, J. W. Hawley. This 
was the last year of its connection with our conference. It went 
from us with twenty-three members, and a church worth $1,500. 

Chinese Camp is not mentioned in the appointments of 1858. 
DunJap reported thirty-two communicants. For the next two 
years it was left to be supplied. In 1861 it was Chinese Camp 
and Big Oak Flat, with T. Caj-ton in charge. In 1863 it was 
alone, with W. B. Hav supplying it. This local preacher resided 
many years near Tracey. In 1S63, G. W. Gosling. In 1864, it 
was with Sonora, and L. Walker was in charge. That year there 
were twenty-nine members, two probationers, two local preachers 
and two churches valued at $1,000. When Ross Taylor was on 
the Sonora charge, he found a church building in Jamestown, 
formerly coupled with Chinese Camp, and a few souls who de- 
sired the Word of Life. He kept up regular preaching in that 
place while he staid on the work. There was at that time little 
left of Chinese Camp, and nothing of any church. 

Forbestown, here named with Timbuetoo, had a very short 
history. In 1858 it reported forty members. That year it was 
Tieather River and Forhestown, with J. J, Cleveland in charge. 
It does not appear again until 1862, when it was an appendage 
of Orovilie, with P. Grove in charge. He was there two years, 
when Forbestown is not mentioned. It ought to be said that 
Forhestown was a point on the old Plumas Circuit, and that a 
chnrch 94x30 was dedicated there January 1, 1854, when Mer- 
chant was in charge. 

Smith's River, a region lying north of Crescent City, now 
began to be a separate appointment. J. Jeffrey, whose name 
appears in the founding of Methodism in Crescent City, was the 
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first pastor, though a supply. He gave no report of members at 
the next conference. In 1859, T. Cay ton, who reported forty- 
seven communicants, and forty scholars in Sunday-school. In 
1860, J. H. Roork. In 1861, T. A. Talleyrand. It seems to 
have been neglected after this, at times appearing to be supplied, 
with no report afterward, and at times not mentioned at alU 
until 1877, when it was made an appendage of Crescent City. 
Perhaps it had been previously. Thus it remained until 1886, 
when it was not mentioned, though probably it was looked after 
by the pastors of Crescent City. It is mentioned again in 1893, 
when it was supplied by Ernest Gregg. In 1894 it was supplied 
by J. W. Pendleton. In 1896, supplied by T. R. Bartley. In 
1897, supplied by R. T. Barbee. At that time there were twenty- 
four members, six probationers, fifty scholars in Sunday-school, 
one church valued at $2,000, paid preacher $415, presiding elder 
$10, biships $1, raised for missions $5. 

On the eastern side of the Sierra Xevada mountains, in the 
southern part of Lassen County, lies Honey Lake, which, this 
year, was made a part of the Mt. Shasta District, with William 
Matthews, a supply, in charge. He made no report the next year, 
nor was the place named again until the Nevada Territory Dis- 
trict was formed in 1861, when it was left to be supplied. In 
1862 it was supplied by G. Paddison. In 1863, R. Carbury. 
The next year it was in the Xevada Conference, with forty-one 
momljers, seven pr()})ationers, three local preachers, fifty-eight 
scholars in Sunday-school, and one parsonage worth $600. 



CHAPTER Xni. 

1858. 
The Sixth Conference. 



The confereot-e this yvnr wan liuld in Sevi'iith Street Church, 
Sacramento, beginning September Itith, and closing the 21st. 
Bishop Scott presided and J. B. Hill waa eecretan'. 

Statistics. The roll of the conference at the close of the ses- 
sion contained the names of fifty-six members in full connection, 
and twenty-four probationers. , In the Church at large there 
were 2,73!! in full connection, 888 probationers and fifty-five 
local preachers. There were sixty churches, valued at $145,55(1, 
forty-one parsonages, valued at $34 355 seventrj three Snuday- 
sehools, 624 officers and teachers, 3,185 scholars The missionarj' 
money contributed from the charges «as $1,279, to which should 
he added the aoniversari' meeting and other contributions, $524. 
Conference claimants had $'i50, professedly from forty charges, 
but as thirty-three of these reported one dollar each, it is almost 
certain that these dollars never came from a place more remote 
than preacher's pockets. It was quit« a custom for preachers 
who had failed to take a collection to pay a self-imposed fine 
of one dollar for their neglect. Collected for Tracts $52. for 
Bible Society $40.30, and for Sunday-school Union $56.60. The 
amount appropriated for missions in the conference was $9,025 
to the English work, and $2,548.35 to the German. 

There were eighty pastoral appointments this year. The 
North side of the Bay was made into a district, with E. Bannister 
in charge. This was tlie beginning of the Petaluma District. 
The Stockton District was formed, with I. Owea in charge. 
Amador and Calaveras Counties were left for a few years on 
the Sacramento District. This was in charge A. Bland. S. D. 
Simonds was on the Marysville District. N. Keasoner was in 
charge of the Mt. Shasta District, from which the Coast had been 
taken, and placed with the Petahima District. 

Among the new names now found on the roll of the con- 
ference, the first place is due to Jessee T. Peck. He had been 
celebrated as a preacher and writer before he came to the Coast. 
Expectation was high. That was a misfortune. He was un- 
(199) 
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doTibtedly a great preacher, but his labored style did not take 
with the people of California as mueh as had been expected. 
Still he was useful io building up the churches he served, and 
filled the office of presiding elder with much good judgment. 
For about eight years his influence was equal to any other in th« 
Methodist Church in the State. In 1866, he returned to New 
York, and thereafter his history belongs to the whole Church. 

John Maclay was a brother of Charles and William. He had 
been a member of the Baltimore Conference, which body he 
joined in 1842. He joined the California Conference on a cer- 
tificate of location. A tall, spare man, of fair preaching ability, 
though not equal to his brothers. He was a good man, hut easily 
discouraged. He remained in the conference four years, and 
then located. He settled in the Santa Clara Valley, where hi 
died some years later. 

J. M. Hinman had been a supply a year before he joined the 
conference on his certificate of location. He was born in R«l- 
field, Oswego County, Sew York, January 13, 1813. Hie par- 
ents were Christians, and at the age of fourteen he was converted 
and joined the Church. When a young man he went West and 
prepared n home for his parents in the State of Illinois. In 
1845 he united with the Rock River Conference on trial. In 
1852 he located, and the next year came to California. In 1847, 
he was married to Miss Betsey Burlingame, a sister of the man 
whose relation to the Chinese Treaty has given him a permanent 
place in Ihe history of his country. In 1865, he took a euper- 
nunierary relation, which he held for tliree years, and was then 
made effective, In IS'/l', he retired permanently from the active 
work, being supernumerary for two years, when he was superan- 
nuated. He died on the 4th of June, 1896. 

Charles A. E. Hertlel was a German, who came to work 
among the people of his own congregations. He took a saper- 
numerary relation in 1880, but was made effective in 1882. Ho- 
withdrew from the conference in 1884. 

Considering now the eleven probationers received at this con- 
ference, let us first note some items of W. B. May. He was a 
Ane appearing man, with a pleasant voice, and engaging manner. 
He had practiced medicine, and was also a well-qualified businesit 
man. He located in 1861. In the Fall of 1862 he accepted 
the position of agent of the t'niversity of the Pacific. In the in- 
terests of that institution he reached Virginia City not long 
after the writer had entered upon his pastorate in that place. 
He put up at the International Hotel, and was offered the po«t 
of clerk and book-keeper at a very good salary. He sold his bone 
and buggy, by which he and his wife had come to the City, tsk- 
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ing hia pay, at a high figure, in mining stock. A few weeks later 
the pastor called in to have a little chat with him on a Monday 
morning, when he was greeted with the following declaration, 
" I have telegraphed ten thousand dollars this morning to the 
Bank of California, and I could eell the balance of my stock for 
enough to make it as much more. Pretty good for a month's 
work, is it not? " 

Robeit Eellan was duly received into full connection in 1860. 
He remained in the work Until 1864 when, from some indis- 
cretion unknown to the writer, he was deposed from the ministry. 
The only instance in which such a pcnaltj- has ever been imposed 
by action of this conference. 

Nine years after making history with his Blue Tent in San 
Francisco, Asa White was admitted a probationer in the Cali- 
fornia Conference. He was well advanced in years at the time, 
and only did eight years of work. In 1866 he was set aside on 
account of ill health, and November 8, 1873, he died. He was 
a native of Middlebury, Vermont, converted at the age of fifteen 
years, moved into Illinois early in life, where he began preaching 
at the age of twenty. 

George W. Heath was an elderly man who had already done 
some work as a supply. He had a good, honest face, and was no 
doubt a faithful Christian, but poorly prepared for the ministry, 
especially in a land like this. He was discontinued in 1860. 

Warren Nims was a useful layman before he became a 
preacher. He and his wife are remembered with great love 
wherever they have lived and worked. His brethren said of hira 
when he was gone from them, " Brother Nims was eminently a 
church-extension preacher, loving that branch of work, and la- 
Ijoring to that end with undailnted courage and unflagging zeal. 
Opening up new fields, building new parsonages, houses of wor- 
ship, and paying off old debts, seemed to be his peculiar work, 
and it wns well done in every particular." He was fond of 
quoting the words he took for his motto in life, " Whatsoever 
thy hands find to do, do it with thy might." Four new 
churches and six new parsonages were the monuments of hia 
untiring Kcal. How many he made over, and made better, de- 
pends on the number he occupied. He was sent to Nevada at the 
time the conference was formed, and in that hard field he spent 
his life. He was never absent from a single session, and during 
its whole history he was its faithful and efficient secretary. When 
Nevada was made a mission, he became a member in his old 
conference, hut continued in the same field, working with might 
until he could work no longer. He only returned to California 
to die. He passed to his much-deserved rest August 20^ 1888, 
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aged sixty-seven years. Hg was a native of Fort Ann, Washing- 
ton County, New York, was converted at tlie age of sisteea, anj 
came to California in 1849. 

Samuel Fairchlld was dropped from the list in 1859. 

We turn to a dark Bubject when we introdwce the name of 
John Wesley Ricks, How many times he has been converterl, 
and how many times he has backaliden, the writer would not 
dare to say. He can only voueh for three of these remarkable 
transformations, remarkable alike for the greatness of the 
change and the extreme ease with which he can bring it about 
when he wants to do it. He was professedly converted at a 
camp-meeting near Santa Rosa, in the Summer of 1857. His 
education was good and his command of language excellent. Htt 
had been p very successful foot racer, and fortunes had been won 
and lost on his racing. The writer heard bis first relation of ex- 
perience, which was remarkable for its extemporized eloquence. 
Some thought him inspired. Ruliw nmst have been terribly 
stretched, if not nithlessly broken, in his case, for within a few 
months — certainly less than six- — he was a licensed preacher aiwl 
Bupplying a work. In 1858 he was admitt«d on probation, and 
in about one year he was in jail ! Somewhere in the middle of 
the seventies he became a temperance; lecturer, then a Baptist 
preacher, then in the Hou?c of Correction at San Francisco! 
He has been the worst confidence-man the writer ever heard of, 
though the last time we met he gave the most emphatic assur- 
ance that be had at last been really and soundly converted. ] 

PhiletuB Grove was a largo, well-formed man, of appamttr I 
robust health, giving promise of many years for the Master. He 
wrought faithfully for eleven years, and then, after six dayB of 
raging fever, he passed to his reward. And this is what his 
brethren said of him : " Brother Grove was of a meek and quiet 
spirit, and had a great and generous heart. He won friendK 
wherever he went, and seemed ambitious only to win men ' 
Christ. No man among us was ever more entirely free from all i 
affectation in the pulpit. His excellence in this respect consiated 
in his simplicity. A few hours before his death he said to the \ 
physician, 'Doctor, a great crisis is at hand ; a few moments m4re 
will decide my case, but whichever way it terminates, it will be J 
all right; I shall be satisfied.' Then in a whisper, he said, ' The , 
Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want ; ' and thus Ihe good n 
passed away." He died at Woodland, December 30, 1869, at the J 
age of forty-two. j 

William F. Nelson remained on probation until 1861, andl 
was then discontinued. 

Galen A. Pierce was a man of excellent abilities, coupled witl 
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very affable disposition. He did several years of valuable work. 
He raairied Miss Olinger, an excellent young lady of Watson- 
fille. He located in 1869. In 1897, he was residing in San 
■JoBe, and holding the position of a located elder in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Joel Bumell was received into full connection in 1860, but 
located in 1867. 

Among the new fields of this year we notice first, Eedwood 
■<3ity, the County Seat of San Mateo County. True it was only 
to be supplied, and it is probable that nothing was done for two 

'ears after, when San Mateo is found in the list of appointments. 

Phe next year somebody reported seventeen members, and the 
'receipt of $150 from the charge, and $100 from the missionary 
'Bociety. Of course it is impossible to tell where these members 
'Were, but in 1864 Redwood City appears again, and again is left 
''lo be supplied. This year and the next we know that G. B, 
t wort on this charge. He organized a church of 
dozen members, and huilt a church 28 x 43. Mr. Bowman then 
returned to Iowa, and G. W. Henning Mlowed him. He re- 
ported only five members, a Sunday-school of thirty scholars, 

md a church valued at -tl.OOO. In 1866. W. vS. Corwin. In 
t was left to be supplied, and at the next conference re- 
_iorted "not supplied." In 1868, J. W. Hines, and he reported 
-Sothing. Til 1869, A. C. Hazzard. He remained two years, and 
tlien the place was left out of the appointments, but San Mateo 
"" there, with T. B. Hopkins as a supply. In 1873 there is hut 
pne item reported of this circuit: it is $14 raised for missions, 
It is, known, however, that Mr. Hopkins had held services with 
some regidarity at Mayfield. In 1879, P. G. Buchanan. The 
church formerly built at Redwood must have been lost to 
the church, for this year Buchanan huilt a church there. 
,He reported two churches, valued at $4,300. He had re- 
■ lived $400 on salary. In 1873, T. B. Hopkins was again 
^pointed pastor, having both Mayfield and Redwood in his 
charge. In 1874, S. C. Elliott. In 1875, the work was 
divided, and J. Burns was at Redwood. In 1876, J. J. 
Cleveland; in. 1877, W. M. Woodward; in 1878, G. H. 
McCracken; in 1881, Seneca .Tones; in 1883, Mayfield ia 
separate, and F. K. McCullum was in charge; in 1886 they are 
.supplied by J. B. Rutter; in 1890, M. V. Donaldson supplied 
it; in 1891, J. E. Watson; in 1894, 0. M. Hester; in 1896, B. K 
Winning, and in 1897, 0. M. Hester again. Members, thirty- 
Ive; probationers, three; scholars in Sunday-school, eighty; one 

" urch valued at $2,700, one parsonage valued at SI. 200, paid 
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the pastor $600, presiding elder $80, bishops $5, and raised for 
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No effort was made to introduce Methodism into Monterey. 
until the time that A. Higbie was in Santa Cruz, He held 
services there once a month. In 1858, it was, with the Salinae 
Plains, made into a separate charge. There was little, in a gen- 
eral, way to invite Methodist effort to the old Capitol of Califor- 
nia. Few protestanta were found there, and they were weli-nigh 
inaccessible to church influences. David Jacks, a Scotchman, 
who had by industry, enterprise, and economy, amassed quite a 
fortune, was able and willing to pay well for regular services at 
Monterey, and C^ V. Anthony was appointed. It was an after- 
consideration that Watsonville was added to the charge and the 
pastor permitted to reside there. Thin gave one service to Mon- 
terey once in two weeks. The pastor preached in the old Coltoii 
Hall, then in use as the Court House of Monterey County, at 
eleven o'clock in the morning, and then rode to the Salinas Val- 
ley, to a place not far from the railroad bridge that now spans 
the Salinas River, where services were held at four o'clock in the 
afternoon. The building used was a deserted dwelling, which 
had been for some time in use as a school-house. Mr. Jack« 
did better than he had promised, but at the end of the year he 
was the only member of the Church we had in Monterey. There 
were several members, however, in the vallev. In 185fl. W. N. 
Smith; in 18(50. W. Caffney; in 1862, W.Nims; in 1863, A. 
C. McDougall; in 1804, it is not mentioned among the appoint- 
ments; in 1865, J. Daniel; in 1866, it was united with the Sa- 
linas Valley, and \V. Oaffney was in charge; in 1868, A. L. S, 
Rateman; in 1870, A. Coplin; in 1871, it was left out of the ap- 
pointments: in 1872, J. H. Wjlhe, Jr., for a part of the year; 
in 1873, Salinas became a separate charge, and A. P, Hendon 
was at Monterey; in 1874. T. B. Hopkins; in 1875, I. J. Sobs; 
in 1876, an effort wns made to revive the old circuit system, and 
the lower part of Salinas Valley was added to Monterey, and W. 
Gaffney was placed in charge. For two years after this the 
eliarge was left to be supplied, and then dropped from the list 
of appointments. Meantime Mr. Jacks had returned to the 
Presbyterian Church, the Pacific Grove Retreat had sprung into 
existence, and all attempts to do anything for Methodism ii» 
Monterey was abandoned. 

French Camp is a village near Latbrop, on the railroad. Tt 
had been an appointment on the circuit for some time before 
this. A, Maclay supplied it in 1858. It was supplied in 195!>, 
perhaps hy the same party. In 1860, W. C. Curry. The place 
was not then deserted, but became an appointment on ctrcuiu 
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bearing other names. It has been of late years on the Atlanta 

charge. When the writer was accustomed to visit it in the eight- 
ies, we had a email church, a small Sunday-school, and a few 
raembere. 

Penn Valley appears on the Marysville District, with J. H. 
Maddux, pastor. From 1860 to 18fi4, it was with Timbuctoo. 
Then Bear Valley takes its place, and Penn Valley is seen no 
more. 

Tehama was on the Mt. Shasta District, with T. Cayton in 
charge. In 1859 it was supplied by a person unknown to the 
minutes. In 1860 it had six iperabers, but nothing else re- 
ported. That year it waa Tehama and Stony Creek, left to be 
supplied. The same entry will Ruffice for the two following 
years. In 18(i3, it was Tehama and Princeton, still left to be 
supplied. In 18fi4, it was Princeton and Tehama on the Marys- 
ville District, waiting for a supply. In 1865, it was dropped. 

TTldah was a charge evolved from the great Russian River 
Circuit, though it is not known whether there were services held 
there previops to 1858. That year a miasionarv appropriation 
of $100 was made, and the charge supplied by some person un- 
known. This was true of the next year also. In 1860, A. White. 
He reported quite a circuit, having seventy-eight communicants, 
four Sunday-schools, and eightv scholars. In 1861, J. D. Bul- 
lock; in 1862, N. B. Clark; in 1863, it was left to be supplied. 
Up to this point Ukiah had been a part of a large circuit, but 
[iJlow it was cut down to much smaller dimensions. In 1864, it 
Piad but one Sunday-school , and forty scholars. The member- 
Ehip shows considerable growth; there were eighty-seven com- 
municants. That year V. Rightmeyer was pastor. In 1865, W. 
S. Bryant; in 18(56, W. Gordon; in 1867, J. L. Broadus, a sup- 
ply; in 18f!8, J. Baldwin. He reported in the Advocate having 
finished a church during the reur. In 1869, Potter's Valley was 
added. H. C. Tallman in charge. In 1871, J. McKelvey." The 
next year it stands alone. In 1873, Ukiah becomes the Capitol 
of a district, with W. S. Turner, P. E. and T. Chivers, preacher, 
in charge. In 1874, Anderson Valley was added to the name, 
in place of Potter Vallev, and it was left to be supplied. In 
1875, B. F. Taylor; in 187S, J. E. Wickes; in 1877, J. L. Bur- 
chard; in 1878. J. W. Bluett; in 1880, H. C. Tallman; in 1883, 
J. L. Burchard. In ] 885, Mr. Burchard reports a church valued 
at $4,500, a great improvement on all previous reports of Church 
property. In 1886, J. J. Martin; in 1889, W. B. Priddy; in 
1892, J. W. Bryant; in 1896, E. E. Dodge; in 1897, H. J. Win- 
Members, 130; probationers, four; scholars in Sunday- 
ihool, eighty-three; one church valued at $3,000, one parsonage 
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valued at 81,500, paid pastor $950, preskliiig elder $45, bishops 
$8, and raised for miasions, $17. 

The first we know of Methodism in Dutch Flat, G. B. Hinkle. 
who had been sent the year before to American Yallej, reportefi 
having been there half a year, and left twenty-five communi- 

■cants, a parsonage worth $fi6, a Sunday-echool having thirtv 
scholars, and had received $150 in salary. H. Van Gundy fol- 
lowed him. J. J Cleveland in 1859. f . H. McGrath in 1860. 
He reported a church worth $3,500. Meantime the parsonage 
had pTOwn to be worth $200. J. H. Maddux in 1861, C. H. 
Northnp in 18(J3, N. R. Peck in 18G5, P. Y. Cool in 1866. In 
'\BC)7, it was placed in the Saeramento District, instead of tl>p 
M^rysvrlle, where it had heon found before. A. C. Hazzard in 

■charge. C. A. E. Hertel in 186R. In 186!l. it was placed with 
Gold Run. and left to be supplied. In 1870, it was supplied by 
A. J, Scott — perhaps Mr. Scott was there the year before, per- 
haps he was there the year following, for the minutes say it was 
left to be supplied. G". D. Pinneo in 1872. I. B, Fish in 18*5. 

'wheji it wrtP again on the Marv-sville DiPtrict. E, H. King in 
J877. Gold Run was now dropped from the name of the charge. 
J. J. Harris in 1880. In 1883, it was supplied, by whom, is nut 
known to the writer. In 1883, it was with Colfas, and"W. M. 
Wodvvnrd was pnetnr. S. C. Elliott in 1884. E. Smith in 1885. 
From this time it was not mentioned until 1800, though it wap, 

■no doubt, a part of the Colfa.t charge. That year it was alone, 
with D. F. Kuifel in charge. The next vear it was placed again 
on the Colfax Circuit, with J. E. Wright in charge. In 189^. 
it was by itself. E. Smith in charge, L. Ewing in 1895. W. S. 
Withrow supplied it in 1896. W. E. Golding supplied it in 189T. 
Members, fifteen: probationers, two; scholars in Sunday-school . 

'thirty-five; two churches valued at $2,500, one parsonage valued 

-&t $150, paid pastor $505, presiding elder $45, bishops $Z, and 
raised for missions, $7. 

Mendocino appears for the first time, with J. Biirnell in 

-charge. It does not again appear until 1864, when it was left 
to be supplied, and no report made of it. This was true of the 
next two years. In 1867, W. Gordon. In 1868, supplied by J. 
L. BroaduB. He reported thirteen communicants, but nothing 
else except a salary of $738. He remained three years, when the 
appointment was dropped from the list. 

Napa VttUey now appears as a charge distinct from the city. 
Indeed, the valley was occupied earlier than the city. During 
the pastorate of E. A. Hazeu. November 13, 1853, a church was 

'dedicated by M. C. Briggs. It was in the Kellogg neighborhood, 

^nd took the name of the AVhite Church. It still etands, tboqgii 
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alas for human mutations, it is now a barn ! A supply was dp, 
this work in 1859, and the Advocate reports a church 22 x 32, 
dedicated that year, but does not give the place where it stood. 
In 1860, W. Jacobs was pastor. There were then 162 commimi- 
cants, two Sunday-schools, having in both, forty scholars, and 
two churches valued at $1,500. In 1861, it was supplied by I. 
Lassiter; in 1862, W. S. Corwin; in 1864, left to be supplied; in 
1865, J. J. Cleveland; in 1866, P. Grove; in 1867, H. C. Tall- 
man; in 1869, S. Kinsey; in 1870, it was supplied by H. Hazel; 
in 1872, it was called Napa Circuit, and was supplied by John 
Sandercock; in 1874, P. 6. Buchanan; inl875, W. J. Maclay; 
in 1876, it was not supplied, so far as kno^Ti; in 1878, it was 
called Xapa Circuit, and was left to be supplied. This remained 
its status until 1884, when IN'apa and Sonoma were together, 
with E. H. King in charge. In 1886, it was alone, and supplied 
by J. L. Sandercock; in 1887, S. C. Elliott; in 1890, it was sup- 
plied by L. K. Woodward. This is its last appearance. 

Clear Lake comes in sight, with J. Corwin playing the usual 
role of scout. It has been a hard field, but we shall get some 
historv out it further on. 

This year Eel River is named as a circuit. It is in the Hum- 
boldt region, and has given rise to two or more appointments 
in more recent times. This year J. Bumel was pastor. In 1859, 
it was supplied by some one unknown. In 1860, W. S. Corwin. 
He reported thirty-eight communicants, a Sunday-school of 
eighteen scholars, and a parsonage valued at $700. In 1861, 
W. B. Priddy. In 1862, B. W. Eusk and W. J. White. The 
first named was returned the second year. In 1864,7. Baldwin; 
in 1865, supplied by A. B. Spooner; in 1866, A. Taylor; in 1867, 
E. May: in 1868, J. McKelvey; in 1869, Femdale, which for 
some time had been a separate charge, was again added. In 
1871, Eel Eiver disappears from the list. The charges into 
which it had become divided will be considered when we come to 
them. 

La Porte was a charge among the Sierras in theMarysville 
District, to which G. A. Pierce was sent in 1858. He reported 
twenty-four communicants, thirty scholars in Sunday-school, 
and R church worth $2,800. In 1860, J. Dickinson; m 1861,. 
J. J. Cleveland ; in 1863, it was with Howland Flat, E. W. Wil- 
liamson in charge; in 1865, T. Chivers; in 1867, S. H. Todd; 
in 1868, it was supplied by G. G. Walter; in 1869, it stands 
alone, and was left to be supplied; in 1870, it was supplied by 
Thomas Ijewis; in 1872, it was supplied by S. A. Eedding; in 
1873, J. W. Bluet; in 1874, it was left to be supplied. This 
was also its status in 1875, and for three years following. The 
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monotony is varied in 1879, by a change of name, as it was then 
called La Porte and Strawberry, but left to be supplied. In 
1880, it was added to Downieville. The next year it does not 
appear by name, nor does it ever appear again until 1895, when 
La Porte was supplied by 6. C. Gahan. There was no report of 
it the next year, nor any other mention of it. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



The Seventh Conference. 



This conference was held in Petaluma. It was Bishop 
Baker's second, and, as it proved to be, his last visit to the Coast. 
J. B. Hill was secretary. There were fifty-nine members on the 
roll at the close of the session, and twenty-three probationers. 
A reasonable growth had been made in the membership of the 
Church. There were 3,347 members in full connection, 671 pro- 
bationers, seventy-six local preachers, ninety Sunday- sehoola, 
and 3,917 scholars of all grades. There were sixty-eight 
churches, valued at $lf;3,170, and forty parsonages, valued at 
840,575. On the subject of benevolences there had been some 
growth. Collected for missions, $3,175,26, for conference claim- 
ants $148.12. 

The district work was arranged as follows: San Francisco, 
M. C. Briggs; Stockton, H. 0. Benson; Marysville, I. B. Fish; 
Sacramento, A. Bland; Mt. Shasta, N". Reasoner;. Humboldt 
Bay, W. Morrow; Petaluma, J. R. Tansey; German, A, Kelner. 
There were ninel^-six pastoral charges. 

Joseph W. Hines came to us this year from Oregon. He 
is a brother of H. K. Hines, one of the best-known ministers of 
the great Northwest, and the historian of the Church in that 
region. Also a brother of Gustavus Hines, author of " Wild 
Tiife in Oregon." He had joined the Genesee Conference in 
1846, whence he went to Oregon a few years before coming to 
California, He took a supernumerary relation to our conference 
in 1871, was made effective in 1874, and took a location in 1875. 

David Tuthill was a native of the city of New Tork, and was 
educated in the full college course in that city. He joined the 
New York East Conference in 1858, and was sent on mission 
work to Arizona. He traveled the whole length of that territory 
on horse-back, stopping for a while in Tucson, then coming on 
to LoB Angeles, where he labored until the conference of 1860. 
He married an excellent lady, Miss Taylor, of San Francisco, 
and in 18fi9 he retired from active work in the ministry, fn 
1880 be represented the laymen in the General Conference. He 
died in Oregon several years ago. 
(2091 
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C. H. Lawtou was a man of most excellent spirit. He vas- J 
also a faithful pastor. His wife was of delicate health, but of 
beautiful character. She was a niece of Bishop Simpson. Mr. 
Lawton was born in Ohio, September, 1825, was converted in 
childhood, and joined the Ohio Conference when about twenty 
j'ears of age. He afterward belonged to the Cinciunaiti Con- 
ference, and stiil later to the Iowa. In 1869 he was transferred 
to Ohio, but returned in 1880, taking iip his work in the South- 
ern Conference. He died in Santa Paula a few 3'ears ago. 

There were nine probationers received at this conference. It 
will be obeerved that as transfers diminished in niunbers, pro- 
bationers increased. The novelty of early times had worn off, 
the field was a hard one, and yet it was white to the harvest. 

Noah Burton was not a scholar, nor a great preacher. He 
was a very plain, simple-minded man, but he was a very devout 
and earnest Cliristian. He was bom in England, where he lived 
until about twenty-four years old. He was made supemumerery 
in 1880. and the next year he was superannuated. He died Janu- 
ary 11, 1882. The greatest work of his life was among the pris- 
oners at San Quentin. When no provision was being made for 1 
their religious instruction by the State, he went among them, 
preaching to them, prayed with them, and led them to Christ. 
The writet heard a prisoner, under life sentence, say. "We all 
could kiss the very ground on which Father Burton walks.*' 
For several years he was instrumental in having each of thft- I 
fourteen hundred prieonera supplied with a large, well-flavored, ^ 
am! juicy apple at Christian time, to remind them that they ' 
were not altogether forgotten. The last Sunday of his life ho ' 
preached to them. Feeling certain that his end was approach- 
ing, he said to his wife. " I must go once more and see the boys, 
ami once more tell them of Jesus." The jounicy was not a lonj; 
one. but i1 was too nmch for him. He was not able to stand, S4 , 
he sat down and told them for the last time the old story of 
Jesus and His love. He was the guest of Dr. K J. Bird, then ' 
resident-physician. When told that his time whs short, he in- 
sisted on being taken to the prison hospital. Dr. and Mrs. Bird 
were very unwilling to allow it, but he would take no refnaal. 
He wanted to die within the walls of the institution where he- 
had been so greatly blessed in preaching. On the morning of hU ■ 
death the doctor said to him, ""' Brother Burton, in a tew hours | 
you will go to heaven." He joyfully answered. " yes, blesa the 
Ijord, I'm all right." He soon went into the presence of Him 
who said, " Well done, good and faithful 8e^^■a^t, I was in prison 
and thou didst visit me." 
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T. A. Talleyrand was received into full connection in 1861, 
id located in 18G3. 
John D. Enllock was received into full connection in 1861, 
■ordained elder in 18G3, and that year appointed to Sierra Valley, 
■within the bounds of the Nevada Conference- 
Thomas H. McGrath was a native of Ireland, but of Scottish 
blood. Hp was ou a ship-of-war a few years, and when first seen 
by the writer had many sailor ways. He was witty, full of fun, 
-and could immitate anybody to perfection. But alas, he was dis- 
eipated. He could always get all the liquor he wanted by being 
bar-room buffoon. In this character he drifted into California, 
too night he personated a preacher, making great sport for his 
'Companions by preaching a sermon, closing with the announce- 
ment that he would preach again on the next evening, provi- 
dence permitting. Providence did not permit. McGrath, when 
he had sobered up a little, concluded he had gone too far. The 
consciousness that he had ridiculed religion cut him to the heart. 
Alt day he was in an agony. With all sobriety he met his' com- 
lanions the next night, only to tell them that he had made up 
"a mind to be a Christian. He showed them a total abstinence 
pledge which he had signed, and which he induced others co 
sign. He joined the Church, and in due time was licensed to 
preach. He made application to join the conference in 185S, 
l)at BO much opposition arose from his coarse and untidy ways, 
that the pi'esiding elder asked permission to withdraw the recom- 
mendation, which was readily granted. It was the best thing 
that could well have happened to him. He afterward said as 
innch to the writer. The elder gave him an appointment, and 
set himself to hard study. He studied manners as well as 
iheology, and the next year came up with an application from 
*ie church he had served, and not a word was spoken against 
oiasion. There is no question of the sincerity of tlie mai;i 
the genuineness of his conversion. Had he always remained 
associations favorable to his Christian life, he might have been 
a grand success in the ministry. He went to Nevada, a hard 
place at best. He was popular, and that became a snare. He 
went to the territorial Legislature as Chaplain, be went to the 
State Legislature as a member, he went to the General Confer- 
ence as a representative to that body, he was presiding elder, he 
went to Virginia City, and that closed his career as a Methodist 
preacher. His theology went wrong, and so did his life. He 
was given the option of a trial or withdrawal, and he chose the 
latter and 'left the Church. For a time he tried to make a sen- 
sation by lecturing on infidelity. Things went from bad to 
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worse, until one day in a dmnlien fit of frenzy he sent a pistol 
ball through his head. 

Ira P. Hale, J. B. Hartsough, Z. B. Ellsworth, J. W. Leach, 
and John Baldwin, were discontinued at the end of one year. 
Of the first the writer knows nothing. Of J. B. Hartsough, it 
can be said that he lived a faithful Christian life, and was a use- 
ful local preacher until his death, which occurred Jan. 31, 1899, 
when he was eighty-eight years old. He was a native of Detroit, 
Michigan. He supplied several charges from time to time with 
much acceptahility. He was a member of the State Legislature 
in 1863, and helped in promoting the cause of the Union in 
those stormy days. Of Mr. Ellsworth, nothing more is known. 
J. W. Leach afterward joined the Southern California Confer- 
ence, where he has made a history that l)elongs to our brethren 
in that section, John Baldwin was a rare specimen of the geniu 
homo, rough, angular, good natured, but not very studious, per- 
haps poorly understood, he could not make a success in a field 
like CaUfornia. He went to school after this and re-entered the 
conference. Several new fields must now be considered. 

Under the name of Pajaro or Watsonrille, a charge in the 
Southeastern part of the County of Santa Cruz has had exis- 
tence from 1S59 to the present time. It had a history before it 
appeared as a separate appointment. As early as 1852 some 
Methodists moved into that section, and Dr. Owen appointed E, 
Anthony to organize them into a church and act as their pastor. 
The church was formed, and H. O. Blasdel was appointed the 
first-class leader. Anthony did not long remain in charge, as his 
business interests at Santa Cruz prevented his giving it sudi 
labor as would make it a success. The Church South began eoon 
after, and had the larger following. But the society was never 
given up, the pastors of Santa Cruz giving it such attention us 
they could. In 1858. it was made a part of the Sania Clara Cir- 
cuit, which gave so much dissatisfaction that a change was made, 
and it was added to Monterey, and the pastor resided at Wataon- 
ville. That year a parsonage was built near the church, which, 
though cheap, answered the purpose for several years. The 
church itself was a cheap stnicturc. which had been erected in 
1853, or 1854. The plan of the work in 1858 was to preach on 
fBch alternate Sabbath, morning and evening at Wateonville, 
and at three o'clock of the same day at a place now called Great 
Valley, in a school-houce among quite a number of Methodist 
families. During the week following a service was given in Uoa- 
terey County, about four miles from Watsonville, where we sUo 
had" several Methodist families. Thus Wateonville was bring 
prepared for a pastor. 
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E. A. Hazen was the first man sent to the place whose labors 
were confined to the valley. la 1860, he reported fifty commimi- 
cants, with two Siind ay- school b and forty scholara. That year 
the name of the charge was changed to Watsonville, and G. A. 
Fierce was pastor. In 1868, R. W. Williamson. During this 
pastorate the old church was disposed of and the building erected 
by the Church South was bought. The latter-named Church 
withdrew from the field. This gave the society a church worth 
more than twice their former building. It was afterward moved 
to the corner of Fourth and Roderiques Streets, where it is now 
standing, though no longer used as a church. The old parsonage, 
built in ] 859, but greatly altered over, stands to the rear of the 
church, the residence of Wm. Gummow, formerly of Marysville. 
In 1863, it was left to be supplied, and was supplied, but by 
w-hom is not now known. In 1864, J. Pettit; in 1865, P. Y. Cool; 
in 1866, A. Coplin ; in 1868, 1. B. Fish ; in 1870, E. M. H. Flem- 
raing; in 1871, A. K. Crawford; in 1872, A. Bland, and in 1873, 
J. E. Wickes. A new church was well under way when Wickes 
arrived. A lot had been bought on the corner of Third and 
Roderiquer Streets, and a church costing about $6,000, erected' 
thereon. It was dedicated by C. V. Anthony, January 11, 1874, 
and is the buUding in present use. In 1876, E. E. Dodge; in 
1877, W. McPheters; in 1878, D. Deal; in 1880, J. E. Wickes; 
in 1881, A. S. Gibbons; in 1884, E. A. Hazen: in 1885, C. S. 
Haswell ; in 1888, J. W. Br>-ant ; in 1890, A. J. Nelson ; in 1891, 
W. M. Woodward: in 1895,'G. 0. Ash, and in 1806, C. E. Pettis. . 
His pastorate more than closes the period of this history. Mem- 
bers, 108 ; probationers, ten ; local preacher, one ; scholars in 
Sunday-«'hool. 124; paid pastor $1,000. presiding elder $50, 
bishops $6, raised for missions $20, two churches, one at Corali- 
tos, the two valued at $8,500, and one parsonage valued at 
$1,500. 

Of the men who have taken a leading part in work at Wat- 
sonville, C. K. Ercanbrack has already been spoken of in the 
chapter on church enterprises. Not less than be in usefullnesa 
was Daniel Tuttle. His name really belongs to the list of church 
pioneers, as he came to California a Methodist in 1853, settling 
first In the Sacramento Valley, but moving to the Pajaro Valley 
in 1864, where he remained until his death. He was bom June 
2;ld, 1823, in Richland Connty, Ohio, married Miss Mary Ann 
Pardee in Iowa, June 25th,. 1844. He was converted and 
joined the Methodist Episcopal Church in his boyhood, and 
remained faithful to his fir.st love to the end, which came to 
him in Watsonville, May 31st, 1894. A thoroughly good man, 
■oossessing rare good sense, generous with his means, and a. 
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benediction to the Churcli always. His faitlitui wife, and the" 
mother of a large family of prosperous children, preceded him 
to the better world. She was the daughter o£ an itinerant ' 
preacher who died at her home in California in 1S54. Her 
mother, a woman well known in the Church at \Va»«onvitIe, 
was also the sister of an itinerant minister. Mr. TiMtle was a 
member of the convention that framed the constitution «rf Cal- 
ifornia now in force. 

The Church in Gilroy was organized by I. Owen, who was 1 
at the time in charge oE the Santa Clara Circuit, with W. 
Gaffney as .in assistant. This organization was effected in 
September. 1857, and consisted of 13 members. It is not quite j 
certain whether the first church was erected during the year ] 
of the organization, or the year preceeding. It was a small d 
structure, costing about $800. Within a year or two of the I 
organization a parsonage was built at a cost of about $700, It | 
was severed from the Santa Clara Circuit in 1859, and W, I 
Gaffney was appointed the first pastor. In i860, T. Caylon. 1 
In 1861, \V. Nims. The charge then included San Juan, a re- 
lation thrt continued for a few years. In 1862, H. \'an Gundy. 
In 1863 it was supplied by H. H. Dougherty. This was a 
young man of fine appearance and excellent abihties. A grad- j 
uate of the Universitv at Santa Clara. In 1866, N. Burton. 1 
In 1868. J. W. Stump! In 1869, A. K. Crawford. During this 
pastorate the Sunday-school was organized as a denomina- | 

tional school. In 1870. D. A. Dryden. During this pastorale 
the present church edifice was erected at a cost of about ^,000. 
The old church was sold to the Church South. In 1873", S. C. 
Elliott. In 1874. T. C. George. During the first year of tliis 
pastorate, a debt amounting to about $1,300, was paid in full. 
In 1876, H. D. Hunter. In 1877, J. A. Bruner. This change 
produced friction. Bruner soon left the charge. He was fully 
justified for so doing at the next conference. In 1878, j. W. 
f Bryant. The Church was in such a demoralized condition 
P that nothing but patience and wise action could save it. The 
[ right man was in the place, and at the end of three years he 
I left it with 54 communicants, and a Sunday-school of 60 
scholars. In 1881, W. Peck. His work was crowned with a 
[ gracious revival, which added about 30 members to the 
I Church. A parsonage was bought and fitted up for the pas- 
1' tor. The Church was greatly improved. He left 86 members 
1 and 134 in the Sunday-school. In 1884, W. S. Urmy, He 
succeeded in settling an old land title question at a cost of 
$200. In 1886, M. D. Buck. In 1887, C. G. Mihies. And 
I now the old parsonage was sold, and a nice new one built at J 

i ^ 
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"an expense of $i,yoo. In 1889. R. E. Wenk. In 1893, W. D. 
Crabb. This pastorate closes this historical period. Members 
116, probationers 12. scholars in Sunday-school 104, one 
church valued at $4,000. one parsonage valued at $2,000, paid 
pastor $900, presiding elder $50, bishops $6, rai'sed for mis- 
sions $26, 

Staples' ranch covered a large region of valuable farming 
land in and about Lockeford. He and his family were valu- 
able 'Supporters of the Church. A society was formed at his 
house as long ago as when Mr. Sheldon was on the Calaveras 
Circuit. Harmony Grove, a beautifully shaded spot about two 
miles west of Lockeford, Mr. Staples gave to the Church, It 
was large enough for camp-meeting purposes. In this grove 
a brick church and a frame parsonage were built, and thi'5, up 
to 1883, was where the Lockeford charge had its services. In 
i860, A. L. S. Bateman. In 1861 the name was changed to 
Woodbridge, with C. Anderson in charge. It was still a 
large circuit, as might be seen in the fact that An<lerson was 
expected to have an as'sistant. In 1862. J. H. Miller and J- 
Ealdwin, In 1864, J, Daniel. It is probable that his labors 
were confined to Woodbridge, and that the other parts of the 
circuit were embraced in some other charge. In 1866 it was 
supplied by Warren Ohver. In 1867, B. F, Myers. In 1868, 
G. McRae. In 1869, J. W. Bryant, whohad with him the next 
year, J. H. Jones. At this time Mokelumne, now Lodi, be- 
gan to take the interest away from Wood bridge. The latter 
place was soon abandoned, and the United Brethren estab- 
lished a college there. In 1S71 the work was divided and J. 
H. Jones took Lockeford. In 1S73 it was not named in the ap- 
pointments, but was probably a part of the Mokelumne charge. 
In 1873 it was supplied by A. J. Hanson. In 1874 it was sup- 
phed by John Cummins, a superannuated member of one of 
the Eastern conferences. In 1876, J. Smith. In 1877, G. R. 
Stanley. In 1878, J .J. Cleveland.. In 1879, E. Smith. In 1882 
it was supplied by Silas Belknap. He succeeded in building a 
small church in the town of Lockeford. There was some- 
friction over this, as it was supposed that it meant the aban- 
donment of the Church in Harmony Grove, and so it did, but 
no doubt, in the long run, to the advantage of the Church on 
the whole work. In 1873, J. R. Wolf. He served one year as 
a supply, being a supernumerary member of a Nebraska Con- 
ference, and was then regularly transferred. In 1886, W. S.. 
Corwin. In 1888, J. E. Wickes. Clements was now named 
as a part of the charge. Mr. Wolfe preached there during his 
pastorate, and organized a society. In 1892 still another place- 
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on the -narrow gauge railroad was added to the work, and it 
was called Lockeford and Acampo, with E. B. Winning in 
charge. It afterward assumed the name of Lockford circuit. 
and in 1894 F. A. McFaull was in charge. In 1896, L. Ewing. 
His pastorate ends the period of our history. Members 83, 
probationers 3, one local preacher, Sunday-sclieol scholars 95, 
three churches valued at $4,000, one parsonage vahied at $1.- 
000, paid pastor $643, presiding elder $44, bishops $5, rai'sed 
for missions $13. 

Campo Seco and San Andreas are found in the list of ap- 
pointments, with P. Y. Coo! in charge. He reported 30 mem- 
bers, a Sundav-school of 50 scholars, and they paid the pastor 
$800. In 1860. R. Mulholland. In i86r, I. N. Mark. In 1862 
it was with Angels Camp. In 1864 Campo Seco is with Cop- 
peropolis, with W. C. Curry in charge. The next year Cop- 
peropolis is with Knights Ferry, and no mention is again 
made of Campo Seco. 

Angels Camp has hardly proved itself a camp of angels, 
though no doubt angelic persons have resided there. In 1885, 
when the writer spent a few hours in this town, he found the 
church, apparently poorly located, in a state of great dilapi- 
dation. At that time we had no one there, and could sustain 
no one. It is probable that the church had already been sold 
for taxes. Few people lived in the immediate neighborhood. 
It had been a part of an adjoining circuit some time before the 
appointment of J. W. Ricks in 1859. He did not stay the year 
out. In i860 it was Angels Camp and San Andreas, with J. 
H. Miller in charge. He reported 52 communicants, two 
Sunday-schools having an aggregate of 120 scholars, and two 
churches valued at $2,000. In 1862 it was Angles Camp and 
Campo Seco. with A. P. Hendon in charge. In 1863, W. C. 
Curry. In 1864 it was an appendage of Mokelumne Hill, and 
left to be supplied. In 1865 it was supplied by H. D. Bryant. 
I In 1866 it does not appear among the appointments, nor does 
it again appear until 1869. when it had J. Appleton as pastor. 
He reported at the end of the year 27 communicants, one 
church valued at $400, and two parsonages valued at $600. 
In 1870, T. Beaizley. In 1871 it was left to be supplied, an 
entry that applies equally well for the next three years. In 
1875 it was left out of the list, only to appear again in 1894, 
when a revival of mining interests led to its resumption as a 
charge. E. B. Winning was sent. In 1895, J, Young. In 
1896, J. E. Henderson. In 1897, C. H. Wood. There were 
4hen 14 members; two Simday-schools having an aggregate of 
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130 scholars, no church or parsonage, paiH the pastor $687, 
presiding elder $21, raised for missions $21. 

Out of the great Tulare region, long in the list, but poorly 
supplied, we now come to a charge that has a history. It is 
Visalia. J. McKelvey was in charge. He reported 11 com- 
municants. In i860 it was called Visalia and Tulare. A plain 
brick church, with a Masonic hall above it, was dedicated by 
Dr. Benson, May 25th, 1861 ; it was probably-a union affair. 
The name does not appear in 1861. It is Visalia alone in 1862, 
but who was pastor is not known. In 1863, T. Chivers. In 
1863. W. Gaffney. In 1866 it was Visalia and Clear Creek, 
with J. Pettit in charge. In 1867 it was Visalia alone, with T, 
P. Williams in charge. In 1868 a church was erected at a cost 
of about $4,000. In i86g it was called Visalia and Tule River, 
with N. Burton in charge. The church was so heavily in debt 
that Mr. Burton had to travel extensively, begging money ta 
save it from being sold. In 1871 it was supplied by R. Harri- 
son. In 1872, G. G. Walter. In 1873 it was supplied by S. M. 
McKelvey. In 1874, J. McKelvey and F. H. Horton. In i875_ 
J. H. Peters. This was the last year it reported to the Califor- 
nia Conference. There were then members 121, probationers 
22, local preachers 2, two churches valued together at $3,000, 
one parsonage valued at $500. 

Butte Circuit was a part of the old Feather River Circuit, 
and still later of the Marysville Circuit. It was also called Sut- 
ter County. Its limits changed so often that it would be im- 
possible to trace them. In 1854 a Church was organized at 
South Butte, with Benjamin Howard, a local preacher in 
charge. A year or two later, he, with some others withdrew 
from our Church and organized a Church South. In j86i a 
large shed was erected among some stately white oaks, and 
called Camp Bethel. Here profitable camp-meetings were 
held for many years thereafter. In i860 the membership was. 
small, only 19 in all. That year the work was supplied by C. 
A. L,eaman. It is probable that he supplied it the year be- 
fore. In 1861 it was supphed by G. R. Baker. In 1862, J. Bur- 
nell. The membership had increased to about 60. In 1864 it 
was supplied by G. G. Walter. The next year OroviUe and 
Chico were with it. In 1866 it was alone, with Walter still in 
charge. In 1867, B. W. Rusk. In 1868 it was called Butte Cir- 
cuit, with H. J. Bland in charge. During this pastorate a par- 
sonage was erected at South Butte. In 1870. W. Gordon. This- 
was changed after conference so that Bland remained an- 
other year. In 1872, T. Chivers, and A. C. Shafer, a supply. 
In 1873 Yuba City was made a separate charge. A. R. Sher— 



'3l8 Fil'TY YEARS UF MF.TH^^DISM. ^^^^H 

riff was placed on the circuit. Under his labors a revival ofm^^ 
usual interest occurred, which added some excellent workers, 
who remain to this day. In 1875, A. Holbrook. During this 
pastorate, in 1878, it was resolved to build a church, and a be- 
ginning was made in the work, but it was not completed until , 
1881. It was dedicated by Bishop E. O. Haven, May ist o( ] 
that ve"r. In 1878, A. K. Crawford. In 1879, E. Jacka. In 
1881 R. E. Wenk. In 1884. T. B. Hopkins, In 1887 a town was 
laid out where the church stood, and called Suiter City, the 
name by wliich the charge has been known since. That year 
V. P, Hamilton was sent to this charge. In 1888, A, Holbrook, 
In the period of this pastorate a parsonage was erected much 
■superior to the old one. At Meridian, now a part of this 
■charge, a defection occured on the subject of holiness, which 
took quite a number from the Church and greatly injured the 
work. In 1893. S. Kinsey. A gracious revival at this time 
•cured many i!ts of this Church. In 1896, E. A. VViunin^.-His 
■successful pastorate carries us past our time limit. Members 
118. probationers 5. two Sunday-schools, having an aggregate 
'of 138 scholars, two churches valued at $4,000. one parsonage 
valued at Si,8oo, paid pastor $900, presiding eider $75, bishops 
■$10, raised for missions $45. 

-N'icholas. a village on the Feather river below Marysville, 
was this year made a separate charge, though left to be sup- 
plied. Tlie next year it was coupled with Gold Hill and Ophir. 
with P. Grove in charge. In 1861 it was called Ophir and 
Nicholas, with J. W. Burton in charge. In 1862 it was alone, 
and supplied by G. G. Walter. He reported 33 communic. 
"three Sunday-schools, having an aggregate of 100 scholars. J 
In 1863 it was supplied by some person unknown. Id 1865 itf 
was coupled with Lincoln, and that is the last time it was si 
in the list of appointments. 

Drytown. a mining camp on Dry Creek, had been a poinfcS 
of some importance on neighboring circiiils long before J,r 
Baldwin was sent there in 1859. .\ small church was built by J 
■G. B. Taylor in 1853. Baldwin must have found the place tool 
small for his energies, as Fiddietown was added tu the work. 
Both places furnished only 8- members and no church buildine I 
in i860. That year VV. X, Smith was in charge. In 1861. I. \ 
B. Fish, In 1862. J. James, In 1863 it does not appear, and 
Fiddietown affilliate-i elsewhere. In 1864 it was again Dry- 
ilown an<l Fiddietown. but left to be supphed. It was not 1 
again mentioned among the appointments until [876. whenJ 
Plymouth and Drytown was a charge under J. H, Jones. The J 
-next year the name is dropped from the Plymouth charge and J 
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not named until 1889, when it was ajjain an appendage of Ply- 
mouth. It so remained until 1893, when it is no more seen 
among the appointments. The writer often passed through the- 
place in the eighties, when it always appeared as though there 
were more houses than people. 

Virginia City was left to be supplied. It was supplied by 
a man whose name has been before in this history. J. L. Ben- 
nett. He organized a Church, and at the end of the year re- 
ported 33 communicants. In i860 S. E. Rooney was employed 
as a supply. He held services at first in a lodging hmise on E 
street, not far from where the church afterward stood. The 
Church soorr bought a lot on Taylor street, running from D 
to E streets, and a rude building was erected on the end facing 
D. It was only sufficient to hold about 150 persons. Here the 
Church grew and flourished until 1862, when C. ^^ Anthony 
WHS put in charge. He found a strong official board, made up 
of such men as Captain, afterward Governor Blasdel, Dr. T. 
H. Pinkerton, John Faull, James Wagor, Levi Prince, Ama- 
ziah Smith, Timothv Jones, T. R. Diehl and others. In the 
summer of 1863 we began to build a new church. A solid 
foundation of half dressed granite, high enough to furnish 
room for furnace and wood, was surmoxmted bv a brick 
church, with fire proof doors and window shutters. The whole 
expense was about $40,000. It was dedicated by Dr. Briggs 
in February 1864. A reverse in mining speculations brought 
on a series of financial depressions, which made the debt in- 
curred, heavy at best, doubly difficult to carry. But for the 
great liberality of Governor Blasdel and John Faull, the 
church had been lost. But, alas, it was lost as it was! Three 
or four years after its erection it fell to the ground. In the 
dead hours of the night a crash was heard, accompanied by a 
sound like that of exploding ga^s or powder, and the church 
that had cost so much labor, anxiety and sacrifice, was a pile oE 
rubbish ! How it could have been done without help, passes 
the imagination of man. In 1864 the pastor's report to the 
conference shows 100 members, 19 probationers, 2 local 
preachers, a church valued at $45, 000, and a parsonage valued 
at $1,500. That year T. S. Dunn was pastor, and the Church, 
in Virginia went into the Nevada Conference. 

Before leaving this subject the writer desires to niention. 

two physicians to whom he feels under personal obligations, 

a nd whose acquaintance he made in Vi''gri"'a' 

^^^^1 Dr. T. H. Pinkerton reached the place near the begin- H 

^^^^feng of the great mining boom. He had previously been a I 

^^^^bacticioner in the citv of Boston. As he passed along the- fl 
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\ irginia and saw how bold and unblushing sin man- 
ifested itself on every hand, he said to himself, "It needs some- 
thing more than human power to keep a man right in a place 
like this." He had never been a church member, but always a 
believer in the truths of Christianity. He inquired for a 
church, and found the little company in a ragged looking 
building on D street. He at once joined them, and remained 
with them as long as he resided in that city. 

Dr. N. J. Bird and his estimable wife arrived in Virginia 
City in the spring of 1863, and at once became earnest and 
useful laborers in the Church. Dr. Bird was a native of Bell- 
ville. Upper Canada, where he was born May 4th. 1835. He 
never could remember when he first knew that he was a child 
■of God. In i860 he graduated from Queen's University, 
Kingston, and became a physician. He married Miss Augusta 
C. Maxwell of Montreal, whose father did valuable service ' 
command of vessels on the Mississippi, during the civil war.' 
In 1862 Dr. Bird and wife came to California, settled for ft 
time in Nevada County, and then went to Virginia. In t866 he 
removed to San Francisco, where he has since been weQ 
known, not only in Methodist, hut also in professional 
circles. 

Somewhere on the Mt. Shnsta District w:ts a place, of 
region, called Clover Creek. It was supplied by some un- 
known individual in 1859. He reported 43 communicants, but 
no church building, parsonage, or Sundav-school. In 
G. B. Hinkie. In i86i it was Clover Creek and Piety HiU,| 
with N'. Burton in charge. It then sinks from sight. 

Among the appointments of the Mt. Shasta District in 
iSsy, Chico is found, with R. Hobart in charge. The town 
was laid out on the grounds of General Bidwell, who lived 
near by. For several years he belonged to the Church, 
was a liberal supporter of it, then he married a Presbyter!: 
lady and joined the Church of his wife's choosing. In iP 
Chico had 21 communicants. That year W. F. Nelson 
pastor. It was supplied each year following until 1864^ when 
it is found on the Marysviile District, associated with Chero- 
kee Flat, i'ud with J. Burnell in charge. In 1865 it was 
classed with Butte and Oterrille. In 1866 it stands alone, with 
A. B. Spooner in charge. In 1867 he reported 24 members 
and 36 probationers, and a church valued at $700. The pro- 
bationers indicated, what had been true, that quite a revival 
had occured. In 1867, T. Chivers. In 1869. S. H. Todd. In 
1870 it was Cherokee and Chico. with M. P. Farnham in 
"Charge, In 1871 it was alone, with Giles Bly supplying it. In 
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1872. A. Coplin. During this pastorate they built a new 
church, which was dedicated August 30th, 1874. It was re- 
ported worth $2,300. They also erected a parsonage worth 
$1,400. In 1874, W. B. Priddv. In 1876. J. W. Bryant. In 
1877, C. E. Rich. In 1878. W. S. Urmy. In 1879; A. Hol- 
brook. In 1882. J. A. Bruner. In 1885. J. L. Trefren. In 
1886. T. H, Woodward. In 1889, W. D. Crabb. In 1890, J. 
T. Murrish. In 1892, R. Rodda. In 1894. A. Cpnoll. In 
1895. C. K, Jenaess. In 1897, S. Jones. Members 8,3. pro- 
bationers 3, Sunday-school scholars 60. one church valued at 
$2,500, one parsonage yalued at $700. paid pastor $1,000, pre- 
siding elder $8a, raised for missions $9. 

Eureka, which had a common history with Eucksport 
and Union, now assumes the responsibility of independent ex- 
istence, with C. N. Hinckley in charge. A Church had been be- 
gun a year before under the pastorate of C. H. Northup. It was 
30x50 and was, no doubt, the one reported by Hinckley as 
worth $3,000. He also reported a parsonage worth $1,000. 
At the same time there were 25 communicants. In 1861 it 
■was supplied by the personal presence of the presiding elder, 
I. M. Leihy. In 1863 it was supplied in the same way by J. 
W. Hines, In 1865 the connection of Church and district was 
broken, and T. P. Williams was in charge. In 1S66, J, W. 
Hines. In 1867, A. Shaw. In 1869, W. T. Mayne. In 1870 it 
was again coupled with Humboldt District, and P. L. Haynes 
was both pastor and presiding elder. In 1872, A. C. Hazzard. 
In 1873, E. I. Jones. In 1875, C. S. Haswell. In 1878, L. M. 
Hancock. In 1881, S. H. Rhoades. In 1883, J. A. Van Anda. 
In 1884. C. E. Rich. In !8g6, E. E. Dodge. In 1888. W. F. 
Warren. In 1893. S. G. Gale. In 1896, J, P. Macauley. He 
was re-appointed the year that closes our history. Members 
150, probationers 32. one local preacher, scholars in Sunday- 
school 206, one church valued at $6,000, one parsonage valued 
at $2,500, paid pastor $1,500, presiding elder $120. bishops 
$23, raised for missions $115. 

An effort was made to introduce Methodism into Marin 
County this year by the appointment of J. Speck to that field 
Not much seems to have been done. The only items reported 
are the salaries paid pastor and presiding elder. The sum of 
$19 was paid the first, and $18 to the second, hardly an equit- 
able distribution, judged by the surface facts. For two years 
following it was left to be supphed, and no report made from 
it. In 1862. N. Burton. He reported 21 communicants, all 
the benevolences looked after, a Sunday-school of 12 scholars, 
and a salary of $550 paid the pastor. For two years it was left 
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to be supplied, when in 1866 it was supplied by J. A. Burlin- 
game. He remained two years, when the name Marin dis- 
appears from the appointments. Not because the work was 
abandoned, but because it took another name. 

Mattole and Bear River, — we have more than one Bear 
river in California — was a charge this year in the, Humboldt 
region. It was left to be supplied, and no report was given at 
the end of the year. In i860 it was still left to be supplied, 
and so continued until 1862, when it was left out of the ap- 
pointments, until 1872, when it was again left to be supplied. 
In 1874 the monotony is relieved by a real appointment, T. 
Chivers. In 1875, E. Smith. In 1876 it was not in the list. It 
appeared again in 1878 in its old chronic state of needing a 
supply. It then went out of sight from the minutes, but in 
1880 it was Mattole and Blocksburg, still to be supplied. In 
this condition it remained until 1882, when Blocksburg was 
dropped off, and Mattole was left to be suppHed. Thus it re- 
mained until 1885, when it was supplied by R. B. Schofield* 
That was the last time it appeared as an appointment 



CHAPTER XV. 

1860. 
The Eighth Conference. 

This was the first conference held in Santa Clara. The 
session was opened on the 12th of September and closed the 
i8th. Bishop Ames presided. It had been seven and one-half 
years since he had held the first conference on the Coast. J. 
B. Hill was unanimously elected secretary. An interesting 
feature of this conference was the visit of Dr. Evans, Super- 
intendent of Wesleyan Missions in British Columbia. He was 
received with great cordiality, invited to sit within the bar of 
the conference and participate in all discussions. More vigor- 
ous measures were adopted to increase the amount collected 
for conference claimants. These included all preachers who 
did not receive their allowances. The stewards reported that 
the claims amounted to nearly $16,000, but only $391.37 had 
been collected to meet them. It was divided between two 
superannuated preachers and one widow of a preacher. The 
benevolent contributions were as follows: Missions, $2,373; 
Sunday-school Union, $266 ; Tracts, $82 ; American Bible 
Society, $189. The conference roll at the close of the session 
contained the names of 81 in full connection, and 19 proba- 
tioners. The statistics of the Church show 3,441 members, 
676 probationers, 81 local preachers, 73 churches, valued at 
$209,625, 52 parsonages, valued at $54,225. This was an in- 
crease in all the items named, though not large. It has been 
impossible to ascertain the exact amounts appropriated by 
the Missionary Society to the work in California, year by year, 
until 1858, when $8,075 ^^^ given for the English work, and 
$2,548 for the German, and $950 for Southern California and 
Arizona. In 1859 it was $5,362 for the English, and $2,400 for 
the German work. This included Southern California, but not 
Arizona. The aggregate fdr both EngHsh and German work 
in California in i860 was $7,250. 

There were 99 pastoral charges this year, distributed in 
seven districts. The German charges were placed with the 
English work. J. T. Peck was placed on the San Francisco 
District. No other changes. 

(223) 
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Let US take a glanc^ at the new men who now appear Tor 
the first time. R. MulhollanJ was a transfer from the Iowa 
Conference, of which he became a member on trial in 1853, 
He remained but one year in the work, locating in 1861. He 
resided for some years in the Northern part of the State, from 
which section he wa« a member of the lower house of the 
Legislature some years later. John James was received on 
a certificate of location given by the Missouri Conference, 
which body he had joined in 1849. —In 1865 he was transferred 
to the Oregon Conference. E. W. Kirkland never came. He 
was given a nominal appointment in 1861, but was probably 
transferred back during that or the next year, never having 
more than his name on the Pacific Coast. 

Jonathan W. Stump joined the Ohio Conference in 1855. 
He was transferred from that to the California Conference. He 
was educated in the Ohio Wesleyan, but did not graduate. 
He returned, and by examination, received the degree of A. 
B., while a member of the California Conference. Mr. Stump 
filled several important charges with a fair measure of suc- 
cess. He located in 1875, and went into the practice of law. 

Rarely has the conference been so fortunate in an acquisi- 
tion to its working force as when Thomas Skillman Dunn 
was transfered to us from the Cincinnati Conference. He was 
educated at the Ohio Wesleyan University. Witty, humorous 
at times, always sprightly, original, and when at his best a 
most effective preacher. His early ministry in Ohio was 
chiiracterized by great revivals. It was always a source of re- 
gret to him that the conditions were so different in California 
that he could not see tike results of faithful toil. Still his min- 
istry was by no means without fruit in any place where he 
preached. In all matters of reform Mr. Dunn stood in the 
front rank. A strong anti-slavery man before the war, he 
stood firm as a rock for the Union, regardless of what it might 
cost in popularity. Equally decided was he on the subject of 
temperance. 

He was born near Cincinnati, Ohio, November nth. 1831. 
He was converted when a boy. His call to the ministry wu 
so emphatic and clear that he never had the least question of 
duty in that regard. He married Miss Freelove M. Conklin 
in 1853. and the year following joined the Cincinnati Confer- 
ence. He reached Santa Clara at the time of conference, and 
preached before the conference on Sunday night. His text 
was, "Grow in Grace." He captured his audience. That ser- 
mon gave him San Jose, an appointment that he served three 
times, each time as long as the law of the Church would allow. 
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During the third year of his third pastorate a strange thing 
occurred. One Sabbath morning, though not feeHng well, he 
insisted on going to the church and preaching. He rode there,, 
conducted the services, except the opening prayer, which was 
offered by Dr. Martin, preached with more than usual unction 
and intellectual clearness, but no remembrance of that ser- 
vice could be recalled by him until the day of his death. He 
could not even remember going to chyrch. He became con- 
scious as he returned to his home, while passing through the 
grounds of the State Normal School, and wondered where he 
had been and what he had been doing. A terrible sickness 
followed, he was for a long time at death's door. Although 
he rallied, he never was again able to undertake the work of 
his choice. In a little less than two years thereafter, on the 
24th day of February, 1889, he went home. 

I. M. Leihy was born in Richland, New York, May 15th, 
18 10. He was educated at Wilbraham and Cazenovia. 
Moved to Illinois and joined the Rock River Conference in 
1840. That conference then embraced the northern part of 
Illinois, and the whole of Iowa and Wisconsin. When the 
conference was divided he fell into the Wisconsin Conference, 
w^here he continued to work until he came to California. 
When the CaHfornia Conference was divided, he became a 
member of the Southern branch, and remained there until 
death, an event that occurred in Santa Monica, September 
i8th, 1895. His wife, formerly Miss Ruth Calkins of New 
York, preceded him by a few years. 

John Haynes was admitted to the conference on his certifi- 
cate of location. Of him the writer has no recollection. His 
n?me is not on the list of members, nor is it in the list of ap- 
pointments, yet it is distinctly stated in the minutes, "John 
Havnes was admitted on certificate of location.'' There is, no 
doubt, some mistake in this matter, but where, exceeds the 
skill of the writer to determine. 

There were fourteen probationers received at this con- 
ference, two of them, John Dickinson and Benjamin W. Rusk, 
have been previously noticed. 

William G. Blakely served in one charge in California, and 
was two years in Nevada, being chaplain of the territorial Leg- 
islature during that time, and was then discontinued at his 
own request. 

Leander Case only remained one year and was discon- 
tinued. William Jacobs was a physician ; he also asked to be 
discontinued at the end of one year. 

(H) 
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William B. Priddy has an unbroken record of faithful work 
performed, without any kind of hiatus, since the day he \vas 
received into the conference. He is a native of Ohio, born in 
Washington, Fayette County, June 20th, 1829. When. about 
six years old his father removed from Putnam County to \'an 
Wert, then a wilderness country. Mr. Priddy, the eider, built 
the first habitation in the town of Van Wert. It was a region 
largely settled by Methodists, and the events of William's 
life, at least those he remembers best, were the quarterly and 
two days meetings held in his father's neighborhood. He was 
converted in 1843. Thirsting tor an education, he, with a few 
others, hired a private teacher, and were in hot persuit of tlieir 
object in 1S49, when the gold fever broke out. and lie con- 
cluded to go and make the necessary amount of money lo 
secure an education under more favorable auspices. He left 
his home on the 5th of April, 1850, and reached PlacerviUe the . 
4th day of .August of the same year. A brief, but most inter- 
esting trip across the plains, amid the wonders of nature that 
profoundly affected his heart. He wrought in the mines un- 
til 1854, when he entered the University of the Pacilic, where 
he studied until i860, when he entered the regular work. 
few years later the University conferred on him the degree of , 
A. M., an honor his fidelity lo duty and earnest scholarship . 
had justly won. 

John Sharp had supplied work before this time, and had al- 
so been ordained a deacon. He was never received into full J 
connection, but was discontinued in 1862. A. J. Heustis, if the ] 
wriler is not mistaken, was a man of considerable abilit)'. who I 
had been in the regular work in the East. He settled in Hum- 1 
bolt Hay region, where he was appointed in i860. He dropped | 
back into the local ranks at the end of one year. He was a I 
local preacher residing in Eureka as late as 1883. since which J 
time he has died. Leonidas Walker must not be confounded 1 
with Lysander Walker, though both possessed such eminently 1 
Greek names. Leonidas was never received into full connec- 
tion. He was discontinued at his own request in i8( 

George B. Hinkle was received into full connection in I 
1863. He was in the Nevada work when the conference was J 
formed. He has always remained there. So tar as the writer J 
knows, he lias been a useful minister of the gospel. When the I 
conference was given up, he very properly fell back into tbcJ 
California body, though still residing in Nevada. In 1897 he-l 
was on the superannuated list, his address being Reno. 

William Spencer Corwin was bom in Warwick Coitntjr, 
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Iiifiiaiiq. Xovember i6tli, 1821. He was converterl when 
seventeen years of age. He came to California in in the early 
fifties, and settled in Eureka. Here he was licensed to preach 
in 1855. He had been two years supplyin,^ work before enter- 
ing the conference. He continued in the effective ranks until 
1889, when feeble health required his superannuation. He 
settled in Sacramento, where a married daughter lived, and 
there made a most heroic effort to support himself and wife by 
working at his trade, that of a carpenter. He wrought as long 
as he could stand upon his feet. He died in great peace Dec- 
ember i8th, 1893. He was a brother of the pioneer, James 
Corwin. 

Asa P. White was a son of Asa While of the Blue Tent 
fame. In 1862 he was discontinued at his own request. In 
1897 he was living in Soquel. 

Philip L. Haynes was a man of more than ordinary abil- 
ity; fearless in his antagonism to sin of all sorts and earnest 
in preaching the gospel of love. He died June 3d, 1S77, 
much beloved and much regretted. 

John H. Roark, or Roork, for his name is spelled both 
ways, was discontiued at his own request at the end of one 
year. He subsequently moved to Oregon, and became a 
member of that conference. He was, years later, Indian 
agent in Southern Oregon. 

Healdsbnrg was another charge that was evolved from the 
old Russian River Circuit. Its early history is closely blended 
with Anderson Valley, and the Anderson family. Cyrus An- 
derson settled in the valley bearing his name in 1840. .After 
leaving his home in Illinois, in 1827, he never saw a Bible until 
one was brought to him by Mrs. Achsab Alexander, the 
wife of his nepheW', who settled in the valley in the early 6f- 
ties. Cyrns Alexander made good use of the Bible when he 
got one, for by it he was led to Christ. He opened his house 
for preaching in 1852, and when a society was formed he 
imited with it. He also gave three acres of land for a church 
and cemetery near his home. It was when J. M. Hinman was 
in charge of this work that the first effort was made to build 
a church in Healdsburg. This is known as the Plaza Church. 
It was dedicated in July, i860. It was badly in debt, and was 
finally sold to Mr. Cyrus Alexander, who had moved to the 
town and joined the Presbyterian Church. Having bought it 
for the debt he gave it to the church of which he was a mem- 
ber. Meantime, J. W. Stump had been appointed the first 
pastor under the name of Healdsburg. He reported fifty-nine 
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conimimi cants, a church valued at $300 and a parsonage vaN 
iied at $500. In i86r W. S. Corwin built the church on the 
present site, the first Board of Trustees being R. Cunning- 
ham, William \iles. E. Hendricks, R. H. Thompson and G. 
W. Jonniay. The church was not finished until the next vear, 
■when W. S. Bryant was in charge. During his pastorate a 
gracious revival blessed the church. It was under union 
auspices, in spite of the war the Church South taking a lead- 
ing part. The charge then had four classes, presumably with 
as many preaching places. They were Healdsburg, Alex- 
ander Valley. Winsor and Dry Creek. In 1864. W. Peck. 
In 1866. D. Sutherland, who did not go. or at least did not 
Slav, for the charge was supplied by R, A. Leard. a local 
preacher. In 1867, J. H. MiUer, In t86g. C. H, Norihiip. 
In 1870, H. B. Sheldon, In 1S71. I. B. Fish. In 1872. W. 
E Priddy. It was during this pastorate that Cyrus Alexan- 
der returned to the Methodist Church. He died a few months 
later. His nephew, Charles Alexander, and his good wife. 
Achsah, always remained in tihe Church, doing hard service 
until called home a tew years ago. In 1873 it was called 
Healdsburg and Winsor, with A. K. Crawford in charge. 
The next year Winsor was dropped from the name. In 1875, 
G. R. Stanley. In 1876. W. Angwin. In 1879, H. C. Tall- 
man. In 1880. W. T. Mayne. In 1881, W. Gaffnev. In 1882, 
H, H. Slavens. In 1883, T, Tilhen. In 1885. A. H, Needhani. 
In 1887, F, L, Tuttle, In 1889. J. W. Kuykendall. In 1890, 
H. H. Slavens. The church was unwilling to receive liim, and 
were left w'ithout a pastor, William Floyd being m chargt: at 
least part of the year and the nest year supplied it regularly. 
In 1893 \V. A. Johns. In 1896, G. M, Meese. He was pastor 
at the close of this historical period. Members, sixly-nine; 
piobalioners. seventeen: scholars in Sunday-school. 135; paid 
pastor. $535 : presiding elder, $26 ; bishops, $5 : raised for 
missions, $to: one church, valued at $1,250; one parsonage, 
valued al $!,2oo, 

\'acaville appears in the list of appointments for 1859, but 
it. the second place to Putah. of which the writer knows noth- 
ing. This yerir it appears alone, with A, P. White in charge. 
He reported ihirty-threc communicants and a church valued 
at $500. We have no way of knowing where the church 
located. The next year it was Cacheville and \'acaviUe, with 
B F. Mvrrs in charge, I,. Walker was with him. The re- 
pcrts of 1863 have no place for ^'acaville. nor does it again 
appear until 1895. when .\. M. Bailey was appointed there and 
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made a good beginning. C. F. Coy followed him in 1897, 
when there were: Members, 50; probationers, i; Sunday- 
school scholars, 45; one church valued at $1,200; paid the 
pastor $250, the presiding elder, $20. 

Long Valley lies about forty miles beyond Ukiah, in a 
northwesterly direction. In 1859 Silas F. Bennett, a local 
preacher, moved there and built a mill both for sawing lumber 
and grinding grain. Other Methodists, including - Enos 
Beaumont, another local preacher, took up land in the neigh- 
borhood. They built a log church, and had services regularly, 
before any attention was given them by the authorities of the 
Church. When visited by the presiding elder, a supply, gener- 
ally one of the local preachers, was appointed ; but as these 
did not attend conference no report would be published of the 
Church and its progress. Jesse Green was the first conference 
appointee, and his pastorate began in 1868. In 1870, M. 
Woodward. Its history then and afterward was closely con- 
nected with that of Little Lake, Potter and Round Valleys, 
until 1881, when it was dropped from the list. The leading 
spirits of the Church had moved away. In 1890, Kahto Cir- 
cuit appears in the list of appointments, and was left to be sup- 
plied. Kahto is the business center of Long Valley. In 1891 
it was left out of the list. In 1893 Sherwood and Long Valley 
are a charge left to be supplied. No report is given the next 
year, and the name is no more seen. 

Walker's River was in the territorv of Nevada, or at least 
in the region covered by that conference. It was suppliea by 
some one who reported having received $200 for his year's 
work. It was then dropped,, or appeared under another name. 

Snelling's was an appointment on the Stockton District, 
left to be supplied. In the reports of the next year it was coupled 
with La Grange, and had seven members. It no doubt gave 
some preacher a hard year's work with the only pay worth 
noting in the discipline of the spirit it afforded him. It was 
then abandoned, or put in some other relation. 

Washington, on the Petaluma District, was supplied this 
year by a man named Carbury, initials not given. He received 
$150, and reported six members. We learn no more about it. 

Shasta Valley was an appointment for a few years, and then 
gave place to a charge with another name. Jacob Speck was 
sent there this year, no one in the next two, J. D. Bullock in 
1863. It was suppHed by I. Taylor in 1865, and then ap- 
peared no more in the list. 

In Humboldt District there was a charge this year called 
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North Centerville, with L. Case in charge. He received $60 
foi his year's work, and reported thirty-three comixiunicants 
and forty children in Sunday-school. In 1861 it was left to 
bt supplied, and then is no more found in the minutes. This, 
and many more like places, have no doubt needed missionary 
money as much as any place in America. The sixty dollars 
paid by that church may mean in heaven's account more than 
a hundred times as much in some city charges. 



CHAPTER XVI. 
1861. 

f 

The Ninth Conference. 

It met in Sacramento September loth, and closed the i6th. 
It was a dark time. The storm so long gathering broke with 
fury none expected. The long dismal war was on. The dan- 
gers of ocean navigation were rendered much greater than 
usual by the privateers. No one knew when one of tlhese might 
swoop down upon any vessel bearing the Stars and Stripes. 
No bishop came to us. We had to elect our own president. 
It was a close race between 1. Owen and J. T. Peck. There 
were scattering votes enough to prevent an election until the 
fourth ballot, when Owen was elected. J. B. Hill was secre- 
tary, and we went to business. This conference met on Tues- 
day, the only instance of the kind in our history. On Wednes- 
day a collection was taken up **in behalf of two militarv com- 
panies recently organized in Sacramento and about to depart 
from the city for service on the plains, by order of the United 
States Government.'* The collection amounted to one hun- 
dred dollars. The money was sent "with assurances of our 
continued sympathy and prayers." 

There was a committee appointed on "The State of the 
Country.'* Here are their names: E. Bannister, J. D. Blain, 
M. C. Briggs, I. M. Leihy, J. W. Ross, E. Thomas and H. C. 
Benson. Read some of the crisp words their report contained : 
"Secession matured is anarchy." "The moral judgment of 
the world has never justified a revolution so causeless as 
this." "We deplore the necessity of war as we do the neces- 
sity of executing a felon. But the destroyers of free govern- 
ment and the offenders against justice and liberty must be 
repulsed and punished, whether robbers or rebels." "We 
are in favor of the most decisive blows, however painful their 
effects, as the most merciful solution of the dreadful problem 
which the seceding States have compelled us to grapple 
with.*' "In the judgment of this conference, he who advo- 
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cates non-resistance to rebels is accessory to rebellion," 
Much more of the same sort was adopted without a dissent- 
ing vote and amid wildest applause. If they had not Ijeeir 
united before, firing on Fort Sumter had made ihem a unit 

The statistics of the conference and Church were as fol- 
lows: Members of conference at close of the session. 83; pro- 
bationers, 13, Church members, 3,705; probationers. 547; 
local preachers. g6 : Sunday-schools, 96 ; officers and teachers, 
837; scholars of all grades, 4.730; churches. 79; probable 
value. $164,000; parsonages, 53; probable value, $53,000; 
raised for missions, $1.421 ; for Conference Claimants, $377; 
for Bible Cause. $349- The amount of missionary money given 
that year to the conference was $5,900. 

Concerning the appointments made at this session, it will 
be well to state that, at no session, before nor since, has there 
been such widespread dissatisfaction over the -adjuslment of 
the work. One such conference in the life of every Meth- 
odist preacher would make the ministry loyal to the Episco- 
pacy forever. 

The pastoral appointments this year numbered 1 13. divided 
into eight districts. Nevada Territory was a district by itself, 
with K. R. Peck in charge. S. D. Simonds was on Uie San 
Francisco District, I. Owen on the Sacramento, A. Bland on 
the Stockton. J. R. Tansey on the Petaluma, H. C. Benson on 
the Marysville, I. M. Leihy on the Humboldt and W. Morrow 
on the Mt. Shasta. 

The accessions to the working force of the conference 
were few. The most interesting character of these was Jesse 
Green. He was born in East Tennessee. December 24th, 
iSoQ. At the age of twenty-one he removed to Illinois, where 
he married Miss Nancy Ellis in 1831. He soon after removed 
to Alabama and settled among the Chickasaw Indians. Here 
he lived for twenty years. In 1846 he was ordained a local 
deacon by Bishop James O. Andrew. He supplied charges, 
but being anti-slavery his way was hedged up against entering 
the regular work. In 1851 he moved to Batesville in Ar- 
kansas, where he came in contact with the old church and 
immediately joined it. In 1855 he was ordained elder by 
Bishop Simpson at Timber Creek in Texas. Four years 
later he was present at Bonham, in the same State, as a pre- 
siding elder. He traveled on horseback six hundred miles 
to be there. The conference was mobbed- Armed men rode 
up and told them, while Bishop Janes was preaching, that 
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-the Northern Methodists were not wanted there and that 
they must immediately disperse. Resistance was useless, and 
they quietly separated, without finishing the business of the 
conference. Mr. Green rode home part of the way, when his 
"horse failing he was obliged to finish the journey on foot, 
carrying his saddle-bags on his back. Seeing the war clouds 
gathering, he soon after left for California. He was received 
on his certificate of location. His education was limited, as 
any one might suppose who considered the places where he 
had lived. His success in California was not as great as it 
would have been if in some other fields. He was given a 
siipemumerarv relation in 1877, and a superannuated relation 
in 1886. He died in Lodi, March 20th. 1894. 

1. X. Mark was a physician before becoming a minister. 
He joined the Ohio Conference in 1845, from which he took 
a location. He was admitted to this conference on his certifi- 
cate. He was located by a trial committee in 1864. In the 
eighties he was practicing physician in Pleasanton, California. 

But three probationers were received at this conference — 
H. D. Bryant, James E. Wickes and Thomas Chivers. The 
first was received on a recommendation of a quarterly con- 
ference in VVilkesbarre in the Wyoming Conference. He 
was discontinued at his own request in 1863, but united again 
in 1867, and was received into full connection in due time. In 
1875 he was paralyzed while preaching. He was never able 
to do any more work. He died May 4th, 1877. His life was 
pure and his memory precious. 

James E. Wickers was very youthful in appearance though 
twenty-four years old. He and his brother John were con- 
verted in a mining camp, under peculiar circumstances. At 
the time their success in mining depended on water that could 
only be obtained on Sunday. Convinced that it would be 
wrong to continue to use it on holy day they sacrificed their 
prospects, and went to live at Grass Valley, in order to enjoy 
the regular means of grace. James soon felt a call to preach, 
id began preparation in study, aided by D. Deal, his pastor. 
[e was always studious, and always self-sacrificing when he 
lought extra work needed to be done. In many respects he 
■Vas a remarkable preacher. It was a mystery to his friends 
that he never reached the front rank of ministerial standing. 
While pastor of the church in Virginia, Nevada, he married 
Miss Mary Knight, with whom he lived in the most affection- 
ate relations. Having spent about thirty-four years in con- 
rtinuouslv active service, his mind, long too heavily Uwd, 
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began to totter; he was sent to Ukiah, where, on the 20th of 
September. 1896, he passed to the reward of the faithful. 
He was boni in Baltimore in 1838. and came with his father 
to Cahfornia in 1852. His brethren recorded of him that he 
was "one of the noblest of men, p^enerous to a fault, and con- 
scientious, with a relentless exaction npon self." "His (idehty 
to God and loyalty to the Church was indicated in the 
vagaries of his last sickness. He feared that he had not done 
all he could do for the Master's Kingdom and that the Church, 
which he loved intensely, might reject him from its ministry." 

Thomas Chivers was a man of more than ordinary ability. 
He remained in the active work until 1876. when he was made 
supernumerary. In 1880 he located. The writer is not able 
to give more information concerning him. 

It will be observed that an enlargement of appointments 
appears this year in reference to the territory ol Nevada. Not 
only was it made into a new district, but a large number of 
new appointments are seen. The explanation is found in the 
fact that extensive mining discoveries had created a great ex- 
citement, and people were flocking there from all directions. 
but more especially from California. We can give but a 
meagre account of these new charges, first, because most of 
them have been of little account ; and secondly, because little 
information has come to the writer from that region. 

The first sermon ever preached in Carson City was by 
that remarkable local preacher, Jesse L. Bennett, whose 
traces we have seen so often on the frontier. This was in 
1859. In the fall of that year A. L. S. Baleman was sent lo 
that field. As of old he was playing the pan of picket guard 
for the conference. In a letter from him to the Advocate, he 
writes of Carson City, Genoa and \'irginia. in each of which 
places, in all probability, he preached w'th more or less reg- 
ularity. W, G, Blakely was sent there in 1861, and imme- 
diately set about building a new church. The plan was 
adopted, and the work decided upon in November. A small 
church was erected and in use before the close of that con- 
ference year. In 1862, T. H. McGrath. There were but (our 
members in the church at that time. Dr. H. H. Herrick was 
one of these, a man whose life has been spent in that region. 
He but recently died. In 1863 W. Nims was appointed. 
Governor Blasdcl's residence in Car.son gave new impetus to 
affairs there, and in 1865 Mr. Xinis, whom the Carson Apptai 
called that "brave, cheerful, prayerful. little man," set about 
building a stone church. He built it. liut this takes us be- 
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' yond the limits of our history in this direction. Carson went 
out of our conference in 1S64 with sixteen members, one 
local preacher, a Sunday-school of forty scholars, and a par- 
sonage valued at $800. Church not reported. They paid 
the pastor $800, and he had $300 from the Missionary Society. 
W. Nims was still in charge. 

Neither Esmeraldo nor Mono, singly or together, appear 
in the list of appointments in 1862, but in place we find 
Aurora, where T. Cayton and H. D. Slade labored, at least a 
part of the year. They reported twenty-eight communicants. 
In 1863 it was Aurora and Bodie, and left to be supplied. In 
1864 there were twenty-six communicants, one Sunday-school 
■with forty-five scholars, and a church valued at $2,500. And 
thus it passed out of our conference, with W. J. White in 

I -charge. 

Washoe Valley had J, L. Bennett as a supply in 1861. He 
reported twenty-two communicants, two Sunday-schools, with 
an aggregate of sixty-nine scholars, and a parsonage valued 
at $500. In 1862 W. G. niakely was pastor, at least, a part 
•of the year. In 1863. T. H. McGrath. He built a church in 
Washoe City, reporting at the end of the year thirty mem- 
bers, eight probationers, one local preacher, one church val- 
ued at $4,500, and one parsonage valued at $800. In 1864 it 
was called Washoe and Steamboat Valley, with McGrath still 
in charge. 

Silver City was a mining town a few miles below Gold Hill. 
In 1862 it was coupled with Dayton, still lower down — in- 
•deed, quite on the banks of the Carson River. T. Cayton 
and A. P. White were there a part of the year. They re- 

' ported sixteen communicants and a church valued at $3,000. 
In 1863 it was Gold Hill and Dayton, with J. H. Maddux in 
charge. Little or nothing was done at Gold Hill or Silver 
City, but Dayton was more prosperous. The church previ- 
ously reported was located there and nearly lost on account 
of its indebtedness. The pastor saved the church by extra 
exertion, and reported at the end of the year 15 members, 2 
local preachers, one Sunday-school with 75 scholars, and a 
■church valued at $5,000. That year it went out of the confer- 
■ence, with D. C. Adams in charge. 

Humboldt reported seventeen communicants in 1863, but it 

f -was always to be supplied until it went out of the conference. 
It was then the name of one of the districts of the new organ- 

[ dzation. 

Pescadero has not had a very prosperous history. L. B. 
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Gardner, formerly of Watson ville, soon gave up the ^ronc 
and went into business. He has for many years been one of 
the business men in Santa Rosa. Pescadero was not in the 
list in 1862. nor again until 1875, when it was supplied by L, 
P. Woodward. In 1876. G. R. Stanley. The next year he 
reported 30 communicants. 40 scholars in Sunday-school, one 
church vahied at $1,000, and one parsonage valued at $900. 
In 1877, J. J. Cleveland. In 1878. J. Burns. In 1879, I. B. 
Fish. In 1880. I. F. Holmes. In 1882, S, M. Woodward. 
In 1883. W. Carver. In 1884, W. P. S. Duncan. In 1887 
it was supplied by John Clark. In 1889 it was supplied by 
M. V. Donaldson. In 1S90, G. M. Meese. In 1891 it was ' 
supplied by Jdhn Goulson. In 1892 it was supplied by 
Ernest Grigg. In 1893 it was supplied by W. A. Kennedy. 
In 1895 it was supplied by Allen Bartley. In 1897. T. R. 
Bartley. Members. 15; probationers. 4: scholars in Sunday- 
school, 20; one church valued at $4,000; one parsonage 
valued at $500: paid pastor $300; presiding elder, $8; 
bishops. $1 ; raised for missions, $7. 

Grand Island, a real island lying near the mouth of tlte 
Sacramento River, bad no doubt been a part of the Sacra- 
mento Circuit in former years. C. Anderson was sent there in 
1862 and reported 81 communicants, 73 Sunday-school schol- 
ars, and a church valued at $500. In 1864 it was taken from the 
Petaluma District and placed on the Sacramento, and left to 
be supplied. In 1865 there were twenty-six communicants. 
This is the last we see of Grand Island as a separate charge in 
our conference. 

Orleans Flat had been a charge, or a part of one before, 
but this is the first time we have seen Moore's Flat at the 
head of a circuit. In 1862 it was supplied by E. Dickinson. 
The next year it was left to be siipplieil. In 1864. C. Ander- 
son. In 1865 it was coupled with Forest Hill, Anderson 
still in charge. It is not again named in the list of appoint- 
ments. It was the pleasure of the writer to know the man 
whose name this mining town bore. In the early nineties he 
was hving with his daughter, Mrs. Wilson, a very valuable 
working member of Chester Street Church in Oakland. In 
advanced years and in feeble health, he was waiting for the 
passing to the other shore. 

Forest Hill was an appointment this year, with W. Gordon 
supplying it. He remained two years. In 1862 it was called 
Forest Hill and Yankee Jim's, and E. A. Wible supplied it. 
In 1863 it was Yankee Jim's and Forest Hill. In 1864 it was 
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l.not in the list. In 1865 it stood alone, with B. W. Rusk in 
f- charge. In 1866, C. A. E. Hertel. In 1868 it was an append- 
L age of Iowa Hill, with I. J. Ross in charge. Its next appear- 
1 ance was in 1873. when J. H. Wythe, Jr., had Forest Hill and 
Michigan Bluff in charge. In 1874, G, Larkin. In 1875 it 
was left to be supplied. In 1876 it was supplied by J. L. Rob- 
erts. In 1877 it was left to be supplied, and so continued, 
with little change, until 1892, when Forest Hili Circuit was 
supplied by John Tamblin, who, though not named in the 
appointments, seems to have been there the year before. In 
1893. it was simply Forest Hill, with J. E. Wilson in charge. 
In 1894, John Williams, In 1895 it was supplied by J. W. 
Hinds. In 1896 it was supplied by H. T. Curl. In 1897 it 
' was supplied by Fay Donaldson. Members, 12; scholars in 
Sunday-school, 70; one church, valued at $1,000; one par- 
sonage, valued at $500 ; paid pastor, $430 ; presiding elder, $12. 
We find Princeton on the Mt. Shasta District, left to be 
supplied. In 1862, J. D. Bullock. He reported twenty-two 
r communicants and a church valued at $300. In 1863 it was- 
Tehama and Princeton, and left to be supplied. In 1864 it 
' was Princeton and Tehama, and on the Marysville District, 
Neither place is seen again in the list of appointments. 

The writer would fain ask the reader to take a parting look 
at the conference of 1861. It has dosed its labors and ad- 
journed. The majority of its members have gone aboard 
one of the magnificent steimers which then plied between 
San Francisco and Sacramento — the 'period of rairoads had 
not yef arrived. At two o'clock in the afternoon the steamer 
puHed out into the stream, and we were floating towards the 
bay. Methodist preachers are noted for cheerfulness; some- 
times it is carried to excess. This is more apt to occur when 
they relax from an unusual strain of care and anxiety. Such 
was the state of the case that day. In groups around tables, 
the whole length of the spacious and well-furnished reception 
room, they sat and talked and told stories. Peels of laughter 
I often arose from these centers of social interest. Passengers* 
were glad to get near enough to hear and join in the laugh. 
Thivs the hours passed until ten o'clock, when we left the boat, 
, having reached San Francisco. The International Hotel was 
I preachers' headquarters ; Mr. Weygant, a Methodist himself, 
I :inade it a happy home for them. As we gathered in the office 
Iwe saw a troubled look on the face of the host. Only a few 
t rooms left; if we would be willing to take a large room to- 
Lgether — one Uhat had five or six double beds— why that 
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would be a solution of the difficulty. Of course we could — it 
would be delightful. We took the room ; we went to bed, but 
not to sleep. Daylight broke upon us before we were done 
with our pleasantries. That was wrong, undoubtedly, but we 
had no headache from liquor, no stiffness from dancing; we 
had enjoyed to the full each other's society ; we should not see 
each other again, at least most of us, for a year, and no deep 
repentance was required as a condition precedent to our for- 
giveness. And thus we went out over the fields of California, 
to face the hardest year we had ever known. A year of rain, 
a year of mud, a year of impassable roads, a year of- cities 
submerged, a year of hardships, at least, with some, never be- 
lort encountered, and, worst of all, a year of anxious sus- 
pense, wonderng whether we were to have a country or not. 



'• . CHAPTER XVII. 

1862. 

The Tenth Conference. 

This conference met in Folsom Street Church, San Fran- 
cisco, September loth. Bishop Simpson presiding, and J. B. 
Hill secretary. The church being small, Piatt's Music Hall 
was secured for the Sunday morning service. Standing room 
was at a premium. His text was "Show me thy glory."" 
Who that heard that sermon could ever forget it? The 
bishop never equalled it in any other sermon the 
writer has heard him preach. The preachers had 
paid or pledged $2,300 for education the year be- 
fore; they paid, or pledged, $1,400 this. R. P. Culver of 
Placerville, Henson Hazel of Auburn and G. R. Baker of 
Butte Circuit were ordained local deacons. 

Statistics. — At the close of the conference session there 
were 87 members in full connection and 11 probationers; 
members of the church, 3497; probationers, 438; local 
preachers, 96; Sunday-schools, 95 : officers and teachers, 811 ; 
scholars, 4,696 ; churches, 81 ; probable value, $239,300 ; par- 
sonages, 53 ; probable value, $53,050 ; raised for missions, 
$2,210; for conference claimants, $390. 

Charles Miller was the only transfer at this conference. 
He had been admitted to the New Jersey Conference in 1852, 
but was a member of the New England Conference at the 
time of his transfer. He located in 1865. 

F. D. Hodgson was admitted on his certificate of location. 
He was a son of the somewhat celebrated Dr. Francis Hodg- 
son of Philadelphia. He joined the Philadelphia Conference 
in 1857, and soon after was transferred to the Oregon, where 
he entered into educational work. He located in i860, intend- 
ing to return to Philadelphia, but while waiting for a steamer 
in San Francisco he learned that a teacher was needed in the 
California College, then a Congregational and Presbyterian 
institution, located at Oakland. He took the place, and 
though never elected to a chair he gave excellent satisfaction 

(239) 
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lor several years as a teacher. He was ordained elder i 
1863. In 1870 he was transferred to the Genesee Confer- 
There were four probationers receiveii at this time. WJl- 
Jiam S. Bryant heads the Ust. The son of a devout Metliod- 
jst family, he seemed to he on the way of great usefulness, 
when he became comparatively helpless through lameness. 
In 1879 he withdrew from the ministry. Since then he has 
■supplied work, and been an evangelist. He now resides in the 
southern part of the state. 

F. W. G. H. Breuck, or as he desired afterward to be des- 
ignated, Herman Breuck, was received on trial from the Ger- 
man work, in which he has always been engaged. He now be- 
longs to the German Conference. 

Of William X. Chapman the writer knows nothing more 
-than that he was received on a recommendation of a quarterly 
■conferenci; in Lima, presumably New York; that he was sta- 
tioned at Shasta, and died April 4. 1863. 

An account of Greenbury R. Baker will be found in the 
history of our educational work. 

Among the supplies of 1861 is found the name of H. D, 
Slade. He deserves a more than passing notice. He was a lo- 
cal preacher who came to the coast in 1855. He was born in 
Sempronious, Cayuga County, N. Y. He was sent to Aurora 
in 1S62, and returned to the same work in 1863. Here he died 
in the spring of 1864. He was in the thirty-second year of hi« 
age. A little before his death, after lying quietly for a time. 
■ence. 

he said in a low voice, "O, that is magnificent, sublime, glo- 
rious bejfond comparison, outlasting eternity." Then opening' 
his eyes, and turning towards the brother who watched with 
him, he said. "I have learned a great deal of theology since I 
have been sick." Surely we may taste the powers of die world 
to come while on this side of the river! 

Oakland now comes in for notice. Several abortive at- 
tempts had been made to introduce Methodism into OakUnd, 
among them the most promising was when A. Higbie was 
pastor. A protracted meeting stirred up some interest, and a 
^;la3s wa« formed. As Mr. Higbie soon lost his health, the 
work was abandoned and the class soon disappeared. When 
Anthony and Wickes were sent to Alameda in 1861 it was 
expected that services should be held regularly in Oakland. 
After considerable negotiation, we secured the old agricultural 
pavilion, which stood near where the court house now«tands. 
It was a gtoomy, desolate sort of place, but it cost its no rem. 
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■a fact of no small importance in the condition of finances. On 
a dark, dreary day, in the month of October, if the writer mis- 
"takes not, the first Methodist Episcopal Church in Oakland 
was organized. There were about fourteen menihers. Prof. 
Hodgson was present and took a deep interest in the organi- 
zation. A few months later the Rev. Mr. Walsworth. then 
pastor of the Preshyterian Church, offered the use of their 
church, which was accepted. In 1862 C. E. Rich was sent in 
charge of the small society, and an appropriation of $200 mis- 
sionary money was given him. Never was money better 
-used. The new society soon had a home of its own. In the 
language of Mr. Rich, it "was the traditional school house 
■which Carpentier built with the Broadway wharf, for which 
splendid service he received the insignificant reward of the 
Oakland water front. I paid $200 to William Hillegas for the 
[ Tiuilding, $25 down, and a note signed by Prof.Frank Hodgson 
, and myself for the $175. Bought a Icrtandlocated the church on 
[ "the souglrwest corner of Washington and Sixth streets. The 
entire property cost $775. Dedicated by Dr. M. C. Briggs, 
Nov.. 1862." In 1864 a lot was bought on the corner of Wash- 
ington and Ninth, 100 x 100, at a cost of ?i,ooo. On this a 
•church was built that cost $6,500, which was dedicated by 
Bishop Clark in the fall of 1S64. Rich left the charge in 1S64, 
with 20 communicants, 91 scholars in Sunday-school, a church 
valued at $7,500, with a debt of about $2,000. 

Oakland was now rapidly growing. The completion of 
.the local railroad made it a nice place of residence for the 
business men of San Francisco. We need here but hastily 
.run over the pastorates under which this growth was effected. 
In 1864, C. Miller. In 1865, H. H. Hartwell, In 1866, L. 
■ "Walker. In 1869, T. S. Dunn. In 1872, W. J. Maclay. In 
1873, C. V. Anthony. 

Early in 1875 it was resolved to build a new church. A 
I plan was adopted by the trustees, and $10,000 subscribed for 
i "the building. The lot on Washington street was sold for $10,- 
I <ooQ, and one bought on the corner of Clay and Fourteenth 
I -ioT the same money. This was 100 x 200 and ran from Four- 
teenth to Thirteenth. The trustees sold 75 x 100 on Thir- 
teenth, for $4,500. The old church was sold to the German 
Jtlethodists, wTio moved it onto Seventeenth street, where it is 
still used by them. It was expected that the church planned 
■would cost about $25,000, but wJien bids were asked for, the 
.lowest xesponsible one was nearly $30,000. The trustees 
I ^groaned, b»t tliey had set their hearts on thivs kind of a church 
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1 concluded to go on with it. Ground was broken without 
ceremony in June. 1875. Not long after we liad begun to 
build, a financial crash occurred. Stocks took a lofty tumble, 
the Bank of California closed its doors, and worst of all some 
of our large subscriptions would never be paid, wlhile others 
who had promised, and from whom much help was reasonably 
expected, were certain now to disappoint us. The trustees 
seriously thought of giving up the enterprise; indeed, would 
have done so but for the kindly promise of the contractor, 
who said he would not exact a strict compliance with the 
conditions of the contract in regard to payments. For a few 
months, longer than we had feared, we were able to meet the 
rcquisitiLiiis of the architect; then came a partial payment, and 
with it, even on the very day, came a notification that the 
contractor would proceed to collect according to Olie days 
work performed. 

For two months, and more, not a stroke of work was 
done. The fiame of the steeple wa-i up, and the scatTolding 
around it, during ail the storms of December, and they were 
not few. At length — and a great length it seemed — a com- 
promise was effected, by which the contractor went on and 
finished the building by receiving $2,000 more tSian the con- 
tract price. It was finished in May. at a cost, including fur- 
nishing, of about S44.000. The financial strain on the Church 
had been of the severest character, For nine months we had 
to pay $75 per month for Dietz Music Hall, in which to hold 
our Sunday services. Xot an evening meeting on week days 
could be held without extra pay. Prayer-meetings had been 
held in private residences. On the day of dedication it was 
supposed that we had provided for al! the indebtedness, ex- 
cept about §17.000. Failures to pay left it nearer $20,000. 
Dr. Jewell preached in tlie mornnig. Thomas Guard at nij^ht. 
The church was dedicated in the afternoon, when addresses 
were delivered b\ the other city pastor.i. and by Dr. Coyle, 
then of the I'owell Street Church. Dr. Wythe, presiding ekicr 
nf ihe district, then dedicated ihe church according to the 
fiirm of discipline, 

Ihcre were men who. after a hard day'.s work in their 
respective occupations, yat up night after night, sometimes 
until the small hours, to wrestle with the problems of that 
church, The building committee, on whom the greatest bur- 
den fell. were. E. W. Playter, that stirring man who, whether 
in business, public or private, as mayor of the city, superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school, or chief counselor of the build- 
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ing committee, ever had his eye upon responsibihty, and ever 
-discharged it Hke an honest Christian gentleman. George 
Miller, the genial, generous friend, whose heart was always 
warm toward God and His Church. M. S. Hurd, our treasur- 
•er, who, with the cares of a very responsible position in the 
Southern Pacific railroad, had time, or made time, to attend 
to church work with great fidelity. W. H. Rouse, the man 
who, before he became a church member, while in Virginia 
•City, would not open his place of business on Sabbath days. 
A. A. White, our efficient chorister, who led and instructed 
our singers without fee or reward, yet gave of his time and 
substance to this enterprise. Hurd and Playter have passed 
on before, and have heard the welcome "Well done" from the 
Master ; the other three still live to bless and enjoy the church 
that cost them «o much of care and anxiety. It ought to be 
said that without the munificent giving of Eli W. Playter, First 
Church, Oakland, had not been a possibiHty. It would be a 
pleasure to write of other Christian men, who then and since, 
have contributed to build up this strong and useful Church, 
l)ut limits will not allow. Their record is in a better history, 
where no omissions can ever do injustice to faitbful souls. 

We shall take the time of the reader but a little longer to 
give the list of pastors and a few important events that at- 
tended their labors. In 1876, R. Bentley. In 1878, T. Guard. 
In 1880, E. S. Todd. In 1883, A. C. Holmes. The three last 
named pastors left the Church in the interim of conference. 
It was a great loss to the Church, and one that the exigencies 
of the case scarcely warranted. In the last instance, J. H. 
Wythe, Sen., was appointed by the presiding elder to fill out 
the year. In 1884, J. Coyle. During his pastorate the old 
-debt was paid. Blessings on the man who pays a church debt ! 
Greater blessings to the man who knows how to provide all 
needed cliurch accommodations and do it without getting into 
debt. In 1887, E. R. Dille. Some of the old ground was 
bought back during this pastorate, and the parlors were en- 
larged and greatly improved. The church had been frescoed, 
and a pipe organ secured, during the pastorate of Mr. Todd. 
In 1892, A. Kummer. In 1897, E. R. Dille. Members 900, 
probationers 26, local preachers 3, scholars in Sunday-school 
459, one church valued at $60,000, paid pastor $2,750, pre- 
siding elder $225, bishops $75, raised for missions $923. 

El Dorado, twitere G. B. Hinkle was sent, must not be 
-confounded with the county bearing that name. It is a vil- 
3a^e on the railxDad, about fifteen miles from Folsom. In 
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1864 it was left to be supplied. In 1865, J. Green. This is its 
last appearance until 1871, when J. W. Bolitho was in charge. 
In 1872 it was an appendage of Placerville. It is not again 
mentioned until 1887, when El Dorado Circuit was supplied 
by J. E. Wright. In 1889, G. G. Walter. The next hiatus 
lasts until 1896, when El Dorado was supplied by C. E. Snell- 
ing. He was returned in 1897. Members 21, probationers i, 
paid pastor $219, presiding elder $19, raised for missions $6. 
Ophir reported in 1863, 27 communicants, 20 scholars in 
Sunday-school, and a parsonage valued at $300. That year 
it was Lincoln and Ophirville, with P. Grove in charge. In 1864 
it was not named, nor again until 1874, when it was an ap- 
pendage of Auburn, where it remained until 1885, when it was 
dropped from that name. In 1892 it comes in sight with its 
old name — Ophir, supplied by Fred Keast. In 1895 W". S. 
Withrow supplied it. In 1896 it was Ophir and Penryn, with 
T. Leak in charge. In 1897 it was alone, with E. Smith in 
charge. ^lembers 35, probationers 3, scholars in Sunday- 
school 70, two churches — one in Penryn — valued at $3^00, 
one parsonage valued at $1,000, paid pastor $500, presiding 
elder S35, bishops $1, raised for missions $15. 



CHAPTER XYIII. 
1863. 

The Eleventh Conference. 



This conference was held at Xapa. It opened on the zd 
day of September, and closed on the 9th. Bishop Janes pre- 
sided. He appeared sad, and for a snfficient reason, his 
daughter was lying at the point of death, and yet over seven 
thousand miles of ocean travel intervened between him and his 
loved one. Still the fact did not mar the apparent efficiency 
of his administration. J. B. Hill was continued as secretary. 
Charles E;. Rich and William E. Hay were made local dea- 
cons. A nianzanita, gold-headed cane was given by the 
conference to Bishop Janes. J. T. Peck, I. Owen and H. C. 
Benson were elected to the next general conference. E. 
Thomas and J. Daniels were alternates. William Taylor was 
given a superannuated relation, though probably doing as 
much work as any two men in the conference. M. C. Briggs 
was elected to bear the fraternal greetings of our conference 
to that of Oregon. The missionary appropriation to the work 
was $3,500 to the English, and $2,000 to the German. The sum 
of $1,155 ™3s distributed among five claimants. The highest 
amount paid was $600, the lowest $55. The amount collected 
for conference claimants from the churches was $722. The 
Book Concern gave $400. The conference asked the general 
conference to set off the territory east of the western summit 
of the Sierra Nevada mountains as a separate conference. The 
writer spoke and voted against the motion. He thought he 
saw signs of a collapse in mining interests, but the idea was 
considered absurd, and the measure was carried by a well 
nigh unanimous vote. Six months later the same motion 
could not have received twenty votes in the same body. Be- 
fore the next general conference was convened, A. Bland, 
presiding elder of that district, secured the signature of every 
man at work in the ministry in the field involved, both mem- 
bers of conference and supplies, asking the general confer-- 
{^5) 
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ence to leave it as it was. yet the conference was authon: 
only to be disbanded twenty years later. 

Statistics. At the close of the session there were 86 mem- 
bers in full connection, and 13 probationers in the conference. 
In the church, members 3.944. probationers 557, toca! preach- 
ers 97. number of Sunday-schools roi, officers and teachers 

-897, scholars 5,528, churches 77. This last is a decrease of 
four, and is probably incorrect. It is more reasonable to be- 
lieve that some churches were not reported. Probable value 

■of churches $287,250, parsonages 52, probable value $52,350, 
raised for missions $3,278, raised for tracts, Sund ay-school 
society, and for the Bible cause $624.65. 

W. Hulbert was this year placed on the Petaluma Dis- 
trict. J. \V. Hines on die Humboldt. The Nevada Dis- 
trict wa^i called Washoe, and placed in charge of A. Bland. No 

■other district changes. There were 108 pastoral charges. 

Joseph Henry Wythe was the principal transfer to the con- 
ference at this session. He was born in Manchester, Eng- 
land, in 1822, and came with his parents to Philadelphia in 
1832. His family was an old one, and full of interest. His 
ancestor, John Wythe, gave the largest subscription to Queen 
Elizabeth for national defence against the Spanish Armada. 

'One of the family went to Virginia with Sir Walter Raleigh. 
and another was a signer of the Declaration of Independence. 
Dr. Wythe from early life became attached to scientific and 
literary pursuits. Though not a graduate of a college, he so 
used bis opporlimities as to win the honors of several institu- 
tions of high standing. Dickinson College made liim blaster 

■ of Arts. The University of the Pacific made him Doctor of 
Divinity. Willamette University made him Doctor of Laws. 
The degree of Doctor of Medicine, he earned from the Phila- 
delphia College of Medicine, after mastering the usual curri- 
culum. His rehgious life began in 1835, when he joined the 
Mariner's Bethel Church, in which he had been converted. 
His experince was vivid, and with it a strong impression of a 
Divine call to preach. This impression always deepened as his 
religious life was brightened. Concluding to study medicine, 
he set himself about the study of such subjects as would be of 
greatest use in that profession. This led to the study of Micro- 
scopy, then beginning to attract attention in England as an 
important department of medicine. His proficiency in that 
science led to the publication of a work by him on that sub- 
ject, which soon became an authority both in America and 
England. He has written on several subjects, one on biology 
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having been a text book in the Chautauqua Circles. In i8ii2' 
he was admitted to the Philadelphia Conference on trial. Two 
attacks of virtigo, in which he was unconcions- for a time, 
took him back into the practice of medicine, always his fav- 
orite occupation. During the war he was surgeon of volun- 
teers. After «ome service in the hospitals about Washington, 
and in a camp hospital of his own organizing near Alexandria, 
he was ordered to the Pacific Coast, and stationed with the 
army post and hospital in Sacramento. Several reasons con- 
duc»id to cause him to resign his position in the army, and he 
again entered the traveling connection. The Philadelphia 
Conference restored him to an efifective relation, and he was 
then transfered in due order, to our conference. For several 
years he was a professor in the Pacific Medical College, and 
later a lecturer on Theology in the University of the Pacific. 
It is rare indeed that a man whose work has been so diversi- 
fied, has been so able in all he has done, His wife. Mrs, Jane 
Wythe, formerly Misa McHenry of Philadelphia, an estimable- 
woman, has gone before her husband, having passed away to- 
the better land May 14th, iSg8. in the 79tli year of her age. 

Albert Shaw was a transfer from the Black River Confer- 
ence, although his name does not appear in the roll of mem- 
bers in 1863. In 1866 he was transferred to the Nevada Con- 
ference, but returned the next year. In 1870 he located. 

A class of eight probationers was received at thiv^ time. 
George W. Henning was a graduate of the Catholic College 
in Santa Clara, not because he was a Cathohc, except in a 
true sense, nor because his parents were, but as a matter of 
convenience or economy. He was scholarly and gifted; in 
metaphysical themes he was especially at home. He was re- 
ceived into full connection in 1865, married a daughter of Mr. 
TheurkofE. a prominent member of the German Methodist. 
Church in San Jose, and located in 1866. He was for some 
time on the editorial staff of the San Francisco BiiJicliii, and 
then went East. He again entered the traveling connection 
in Illinois, where he labored for several years. His eyes hav- 
ing failed, he took a superannuated relation and came to Cal- 
ifornia. Having received a call from the Congregational 
Church in West Oakland, he withdrew from the Methodist 
Church and became their pastor. 

George W. Gosling was a studeut for several years in the 
University of the Pacific, where he was greatly respected and 
lov«d. A young man of good mind and of most exemplary 
conduct. He only remained with us one year, when, desirous. 
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- of further education, he was disconiinued at his own request 
and went East. He never returned, hut has made a good rec- 
ord in one of the conferences in the Western States. 

R. Carbury had supplied work previous to his joining on 
probation. He was sent to the Wa.shoe region, and his sub- 
sequent history belongs to the Nevada Conference. 

John Baldwin was again received on trial. He is spoken of 
in a previous chapter. 

William J. White did but one year's work in the Califor- 
nia Conference; was then transferred to the Nevada Confer- 
ence. 

John M. Campbell was a good man and a useful minister. 
He was received into full connection in 1865. By the divis- 
ion of the conference in 1876 he was thrown into the Southern 
branch, where he is well known and much loved. H, Church- 
man did two years' work, but in 1865 was discontinued at his 
own request. 

Charles E. Rich was born in Boston, October isl. 1833. 
He was converted when ten years of age, but partially fell 
away from that experience. He was renewed in the conscious- 
ness of his acceptance with God when eighteen years of age. 
He was licensed to preach in 1858, and was an assistant pastor 
the njext year. He was a city missionary under L^nitarian 
patronage, though not connected with them in any other way. 
During his work in this field he studied with Rev. E. E. Hale, 
a Unitarian minister, and attended lectures in Harvard Col- 
lege. Early in 1862 he was a missionary to the contrabands in 
Port Royal, South Carolina. That place being abandoned, 
he came to California under promise of work as city mission- 
ary, supported by the Unitarian Church, then under pastoral 
supervision of Rev. T. Starr King. The Church failing to en- 
dorse the plan, Mr, Rich took charge, as supply, of the mis- 
sion in Oakland, with what results we have already seen. Mr. 
Rich is a good student, always has been. When sixteen years 
old he received the Franklin medal in the Boston public 
school, the highest honor a Boston boy can obtain. He is a 
good WTiter. a fluent and interesting speaker, and efficient or- 
ganizer. His health has often been in the way of his greatest 
success. He married a German lady of education and refine- 
ment. He lias had affliction in his family, has borne burdens 
the world knew little about, yet with it all he has done more 
than a quarter of a century of ministerial labor. 

Nelson B. Clark was rc-admitted, and a probation of one 
year was credited to him, because of his having been in a con- 



J 



1863. THE ELEVENTH CONFERENCE. 249? 

ference on trial in Can? da. Ill health brought him to this 
State, and ill health took him from us all too soon. He died in 
Santa Rosa, April 5th, 1864. A beautiful character, a Chris- 
tian gentleman. 

Not many new changes are found in the list of appoint- 
ments this year. Linden is one of the most interesting and 
important. It is a village located about twelve miles in an 
easterly direction from Stockton, in the midst of a most ex- 
cellent farming country. A church was dedicated here July 
7th, 1864, under the pastoral oversight of W. B. Priddy. The 
church and parsonage are located in a beautiful grove of 
oaks. The report for 1864 gives 58 communicants, three Sun- 
day-schools, having an aggregate of 48 scholars, and two 
churches. In 1865, A. Shaw. In 1866, it was suppHed by H. 
Gibson. In 1868, B. F. Myers. In 1869 it was supplied, but 
by whom it is not known to the writer, possibly by R. B. Sco- 
field, who supplied it the next vear. In 1871, I. J. Ross. In 
1873, W. T. Mayne. In 1876, f. B. Palmer. In J879, E. A. 
Winning. In 1881, D. W. Chilson. In 1884, J. W. Kuyken- 
dall. In 1886, H. L. Gregory. In 1891, J. Appleton. In 1892, 
L. P. Walker, In 1894, J. Jeffrey. In 1897, E. B. Winning. 
Members 75, probationers 5, Sunday-school scholars 55, one 
church valued at $2,000, one parsonage valued at $1,506, paid 
pastor $750, presiding elder $50, bishops 3, raised for mis- 
sions $58. 

Bloomfield is another Church developed from the old*^^ 
Russian River Circuit. Father Walker, the veteran local 
preacher, and helpful supply, organized a Church here some- 
time in 1857 or 1858. A Church in Valley Ford, then an ap- 
pendage of this charge, was begun in 1861, and was dedicated 
December 20th, 1863. Mr. Blaney, a member of the Church, 
gave the ground, and Andrew Mills did most of the collect- 
ing. About the same time there wa-s a parsonage erected in 
Bloomfield. The lot for a church in Bloomfield -was given by 
the Messrs. Hoag, and a church was built thereon in 1864. 
A camp ground was owned by this Church, about one and a 
half miles from Freestone, but it was sold in 1878, the tents- 
and money being given to the Green Valley camp ground. 
There is some uncertainty about the early history of this soci- 
ety, from the fact that the records were stolen in 1872. A cur-- 
dous case of larceny. It appears as a separate charge for the 
first time in 1863, but was left to be suppHed. It reported at' 
the end of the year, 50 communicants and 100 Sunday-school' 
scholars. It had then two churches and one parsonage, all I 
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valued at $2,900. In 1864. W. S. Corwin. In 1865, I. M. Leihy.-^ 
In 1S66, I. M. Leihy and H. Churchman. In 1867. E. A..| 
Hazen. ^[r. Hazen was re-appointed in 1868. but was taken I 
from the work before the vear closed, and put in charge of the 1 
Marysville District. In i'869, J. H. Miller. In 1870, R. M. | 
Hammond. In 1872, J. AppJeton. In 1874, J. \V. BJuett, 
1876. H. C. TaUman, In 1879, C. G. Milnes. In 1882, C. P. I 

Jones. In 1883, S. M. Woodward. In 1886. P. L. Tiittle. In 1 
1887, E. -A. Winning. In 1888. J. .■\ppleton. In 1890 it was 
made an appendage of Sebastopol. with L. Ewing pastor. 
1892 it was again alone, with W. G. Trudgeon, as supply, in 

-charge. In 1895, L. ^immons. In 1896, W. Marshall. He 
was still in charge when the period of thi-s history closed. 
Members 63, scholars in Sunday-school 40, two churches 
valued at $1,700 one parsonage valued at $500, paid pastor ■ 
$610 presidmg elder $25, raised for missions $.14. 

Rio \ ista IS a landing place on the Sacramento river, near 1 
its mouth Ita first appearance as a charge was in 1863. and it 1 
was left to bt supplied. In 1864 it reported 45 conimiuiicants, 1 
and a ^unda\-'iLiiool of 36 scholars. In 1865 it was not i 
namei) Its ne\t appearance was in 1876, when Rio Vista was J 
left to be supplied In 1877 it was an appendage of Bingham- J 
ton. with T H Woodward in charge. In 1878 it was with I 
Fairfield and R E. Wenk was pastor. In 1880 it was alone, ■ 
with R. H. Barkway supplying it. He remained six 
the discipline to the contrary notwithstanding. At the end c 
that time there were 17 members, 1 local preacher, 40 scholartJ 
in Sunday-school, and a church valued at $1,000. In 1877J 
D. M. Birmingham. In 1888, *W. S. Bryant, as supplv. I«f 
1889. C. P. Jones. In 1890, J. E. Bailey. In 1892, H. C. Rich-j 
ardson. In 1893 it was Rio Vi'sta and Eimira. left to be sup- 
plied. In 1894 it was alone, left to be supplied, and that is thel 
last we see of it among the appointments. 

Sulphur Springs and Indian \'alley was a ciiarge on ihej 
Mt. Shasta District. There were ten members reported in. 
1864, but no appointment was made that year. 

Lincoln and Ophir together became a charge this vearJ 
left to be supplied. There were 2i communicants at the era" 
of the year, but no other items reported. In 1864 it was an a{>>l 
pendage of Nicholas, still supplied by some person unknown.^ 
Thus It remained until 1866, when it was left off the list. It^ 
was alone as an appointment in 1871, with J. J. Cleveland in 

■charge, m 1872 it was Lincoln. Roseville and Pino, without 

•change of pastor. In 1873 it wa>s Lincoln. Penryn and Fol- 
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som, supplied by G. O. Starr. 1875 i^ ^^s Lincoln, Penrynt 
and Cross' School House, with G. Larkin in charge. In 1870 it 
was not on the list. In 1877 it was Lincoln and Eagle School 
House, supplied by R. M. Kirkland. In 1878 it was Lincoln 
and Vernon, to be supplied. In 1879 it was suplied by L. B. 
'Hinman. We then lose track of it until 1888, when Lincoln 
and Sheridan was a charge, supplied by Alexander Fisher, who* 
made no report of it, and thereafter it is not mentioned,. 
Not much can be said of any of the new fields in the Was- 
hoe District. The writer is informed that F. M. Willis labored 
as a supply on the Truckee River Circuit that year. Union- 
ville and Starr City reported nine communicants and two Sun- 
day-schools. Thus these charges pass out of the conference. 



CHAPTER XIX. 
1864. 
The Twelfth Conference. 

This Conference met in the Powell Street Church. It be- 
Tgan September 21st, and closed October ist, a long session. 
Bishop Clark presided. J. B. Hill was secretary. The sacra- 
ment was not administered, though considerable time at the 
opening was -spent in devotional exercises. Xo less than ten 
cases of proposed disciplinary action in regard to character 
had to be considered. Out of all tliese one was deposed from 
the ministry, two were located bv act of conference, and one 
was suspended for one year. For ten weary days the confer- 
ence dragged its length along in this -spasm of attempted cor- 
rection of real or imaginary delinquents. There was time to 
think of little else: Dr. Thomas reported for the Stockton 
District, having been the presiding elder after the election of 
Dr. I Benson to the Pacific Christian Advocate, and his conse- 
quent removal to Portland, Oregon. 

Statistics. — The formation of the Xevada Conference at 
this session somewhat diminished the number of our mem- 
bers. The session closed with 80 in full connection, and 8 
probationers. The Church at large liad, members 3,912. This 
includes Xevada, but there were but 28.1 communicants all 
told in the new conference, at least only that many reported. 
JVobalioners 538, local ])reachers 100, Sunday-schools 122, 
officers and teachers 1^89, scholars 6.062, churches 86, probable 
value $350,062, parsonages 61, probable value $51,725, raised 
for conference claimants $5ii.(>o, for missions $2,388.75, for 
tracts ,*i^3i. for liible Society $362.61, for Sunday-school Union 
$142.30. Tlie amount of missionary money appropriated this 
year was $7.4(X) to the Knglish, and $2,000 to the German 
work. 

There were several transfers made thi-s year. T. H. Sinex 
was born in Xew Albany, Ind., January 3d, 1824. He grad- 
uated from the :\sbury I'niversity when nineteen years of age. 
' 'Jlu* same year he was licensed to preach and admitted on trial 
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in the Indiana Conference. He married Miss Mary E. Ward 
September iSlh. 1848. He was successively professor ot Latin 
and Greek in his alma mater, principal of a female college in 
New Albany, and president of Albion College in Michigan. 
He was a member of the general conference of 1864, and 
shortly afterward came to California. He died at Pacific 
■Grove February- ist, 1898. When asked how matters stood 
with him he said, "Oh, everything is all arranged on that line. 
I have no unfinished arrangements to make. AH i'S settled and 
solid." 

Christian Henry .^fflerbach deserves more space than can 
"be here given him. His hfe was a benediction, not only to the 
Germans, among whom he principally worked, but also 
among the English speaking people, with whom he found 
frequent association. He was bom in Berteburg. province of 
;■ Westphalia, kingdom of Prussia, January 28th. 1828. He was 
■confirmed and educated in the State Church, and was faithful 
to the teachings of that Church up to the time of his becoming 
a Methodist. His mother died when he was a boy. and at the 
age of seventeen he came with his father to the United States. 
Soon after landing at Baltimore his father died, leaving him 
a stranger and orphan in a strange land. 

About one year after his father's death he experienced a 
change of heart in a Methodist revival. He soon felt a clear 
and decisive call to preach the gospel. Quite a conflict arose 
whether it should be in German or English. Love for his 
countrj-men prevailed over a more inviting field, ?nd he 
threw his life into tlie work of evangelizing his German fellow 
citizens. In 1850 he was employed as a supply, and in 1851 
I 'he was admitted a probationer in the \ew York Conference. 
^ He was sent first to Buffalo, thence to .I2d street. New York. 
Here he married a most excellent lady, who labored in the 
1 -Gospel with him. and who lives to mourn his loss. He was suc- 
■cessively in Rochester.Baltimore and Newark. Then at the age 
■of thirty he became a presiding elder. His district embraced the 
whole of what is now the East German Conference. He then 
returned to Thirty-second Street, New York, whence he came 
to California. He filled with great acceptability all the lead- 
I ing appointments of the German Church here, and wes, at dif- 
ferent periods, in the presiding eldership. He represented 
f'!the California Conference in the General Conference of 1880, 
I and the German Conference in 1892. The L'niversity of the 
Pacific conferred on him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. 
I On account of failing health he was compelled to lake a non- 
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tnccrive relation to his conference in 1895. He died in Jan- 
uary. 1896. One of his German confreres said that "he was- 
one of the most gifted and successful preachers German- 
speakinp Methodism has produced. There was a wonderfu!" J 
magnetism about his personality. His style was lucid, his-j 
la ngiiage always choice." . 

H. H. Hartwell was from New Hampshire. He Joined I 
that conference in 1841. He remained but two years in this.] 
work, and then returned whence he came. 

Wesley Peck came from the celebrated Peck family, 
which gave so many and so good preachers to the Methodist I 
Church. He was a nephew of J. T. Peck, the bishop, and the- 
son of a Methodist preacher. He became a probationer in 
the Oneida Conference in 1854. In 1887 he took a superan- 
nuated relation to his Conference, and since then has resided 
in Los Gatos. He was always considered an able and suc- 
cessful pastor. End had the confidence of all who knew him. 
He once advocated the use of tobiicco in the conference. 
greatly to the amusement of all. The Committee on Tem- 
perance had brought in a strong report, containing a resolu- 
tion pledging the entire conference to abstain from the use of ■ 
tobacco in any form. ^Ir. Peck thought this was too strong;. ■ 
he was sure tobacco was a good thing in its place, however M 
bad it might be out of its place. He once bought a fine-1 
looking horse^-at'fl low figure, because its former owner told 
him the horse would certainly balk at the bottom of a hill. 
The first time Mr. Peck drove him he took good care to have 
a plug of "ilog-leg" tobacco in the 'jleigh. At the foot o{ the 
first hill the horse stopped, looked around and showed all the 
accessories of a stubborn balk. Mr. Peck got out of his 
sleigh, opened the horse's mouth, thrust the plug of tobacco- 
down his throat, went back to his seat, took up the lines and J 
the horac went on his way without a sign of discontent. NofH 
did he ever balk again. The laughter that followed was not^ 
diminished by the effort of one of our more sedate brethren, 
who. getting the floor, said he did not see any reason for all 
this levity, nor yet for the remarks of the brother. We all 
knew that the committee only meant that we should ab&tatn 
from tobacco as a beverage ! 

A. C. McDougall was a native of Scotland. He joined tbe- 
Illinois Conference in 1857. He was transferred frofn tbat. 
confcrence in 1864. He was a man of good ability, and more 
than usually interesting as a preacher. Ileing fnnd of lectur— ■« 
ing, and ven,' devoted to the temperance cause, he located i 
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i86(). and became lecturer for the Good Templars. He was 
also lecturer for the Champions of the Red Cross, but finally 
returned to the pastorate, in which he died. He was never 
again in the conference, but took work nnder the elder as a 
supply. 

Albert X. Fisher reached California several months before 
the session in which he was received as a transfer. He had 
been a supply to Colonia during that time. He was trans- 
ferred as a probationer, and at once received into full con- 
nection. How it came that he was ordained elder at the same 
time the writer cannot now say, but such was the case, and 
A. N. Fisher went from the first conference of which he was 
a member as the presiding elder of a district. His success 
we!! justified the venture. He was one of the first superin- 
tendents of public instruction in Nevada. After several years 
of useful work in Nevada he returned to his old conference, 
where he was a successful laborer until his health failed, when 
he came again to California. In 1890 he was transferred to 
this conference and placed in charge of the Japanese District 
of the Hawaiian Islands. In 1892 he was elected editor of the 
Pacific Christian Advocate, a position he holds at this writing, 

A class of four probationers was received at this time. 
Two of these. A. F. Hitchcock and D. C. Adams, were ap- 
pointed to charges in \evada, and belong to the history of 
that conference. The other two, Lysander Welker and Valen- 
tine Rightnieyer, we shall consider here. 

Lysander Walker had supplied churches before being ad- 
mitted to probation. He was a popular preacher, and made 
rapid advancement in the grade of his appointments. In 
1869 he was sent to Howard Street Church, then the post of 
highest honor in the conference. Here he appealed to the 
popular taste, and became quite a sensational preacher. For 
two years all went smoothly. During the third yesr, indiscre- 
tions, which had been seen for some time previously, became 
more flagrant. His presiding elder, J. W. Ross, treated the 
matter with becoming promptness and efficiency. He in- 
formed Mr. Walker that :he could take his choice, withdraw 
-from the ministry and church, or stand thorough investigation 
of his conduct by a committee of his brethren. He accepted 
the first alternative, and went to the world without disguise. 
Mrs. Walker stayed with the church, was soon legally free 
from him, and did a work among the Chinese which we shall 
.see in due time. 

Valentine Rightmeyer was a man well liked in the fields 
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where he worked. In 1872 he was traiTsferred to the X'evadjr.l 
Conference. He died at his post of duty in Gold Hill, though 
the date of his death has not been found by the writer. 

This year marks the appearance of a new appointment i 
San Francisco. Central Church, with J. D. Blain in charge. I 
In July, 1864. a lot was leased on the south side of Mission] 
street, among the sand dunes that in those days were every- 
where in that vicinity. Here a plain building. 40x60, wa&^fl 
erected, and a Sunday-school opened September nth, at ninel 
o'clock in the morning. The first superintendent was James 
F. Smith. We are indebte»l to R. McEIroy for the following"! 
pccount of this man, found in the Retrospect. He came to^J 
Howard Street in the early part of 1862, an entire stranger! 
to everybody. He soon won their love and confidence by his-l 
earnest prayers and interesting testimonies. They had occa-l 
sion to love him more when they found out his sterling in- F 
tegriiy to principle. He had a wife to support, and "many" 
a day did he plod the streets, weary and disheartened, 
search of some mode of honestly earning the necessary meant 
of support. Although gifted with business talent of no mean^ 
order, yet the opportunity to put that taienl to useful servic* 
did not occur tilt his money was about gone and his courageij 
had wellnigh failed. And then the opportunity only came in! 
a form of severe temptation. He was offered a fine situation,^ 
where the pay was large and the work not exhaustive, but iq 
was coupled with the necessity of violating God's commands 
niiMil in the desecration of His holy day. . . . What shouldf 
he do? .\llow himself and wife to starve, or accept the leinpta 
ing offer? On the one hand was comfort and plenty; on t 
other penury and wint. , . . Kot much time would be r 
(juired to determine the question in tJie case of one lesi 
grounded in moral principle, or less firmly rooted in his 
tachment to religious duty. l!ut this young man had dwd 
too long in the secret place of the Most High ; he had cam->1 
muned too deeply with the Master, and had been too fuUjn 
baptized with His Spirit to hesitate for a moment in rejecting 
the demoralizing proffer. He could suffer the pangs of hun< 
ger longer, if need be; he could waste in flesh and pine in 
spirit ; he could wander about these streets in cjnest of lioaeaf 
toil till footsore and weary : he might sink and die ; but to dis- 
obey CtikI, to deny the blood that l)ought him. to sell hid 
convictiouia of right for paltry gold, or even tor bread to sus-l 
tain the life of her who was dearer far to him than the life 
that beat in his own breast — never ! Proudly did he exclaim. 
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"God forbid that I should do tliis thing!" and so did he tri- 
umph grandly in asserting his manly adherence to duty and 
to God. Soon relief came, but came in a severe manner. The 
man of God who had the contract for building this church" 
(Howard) "gave him employment in hauling brick from the 
wharf to the place where the temple was to be reared. And 
so he went down into menial service of a day laborer, driving 
a nude and cart loaded with brick through these streets, 
rather than take a position for which he was fitted by nature 
and education, in which was involved the necessity of violat- 
ing his conscience by disobeying God." Sadder, if possible, 
were the remaining events of his life. His wife languished 
and died of consumption. He returned East and entered the 
ministry, but died only a few years later. 

We return to the history of Central Church. W. B. Hol- 
comb was assistant superintendent ; Abraham Moyer was- 
secretary: R- Han'son, assistant secretary; S. Rounds, libra- 
rian ; George W. Studley, assistant librarian ; and Edward' 
Farnham, treasurer. There were 130 scholars at the opening 
of the school. On conference Sundav of that dismal session 
just described, at three o'clock in the afternoon, Bishop Clark 
dedicated the church. It took the name of Central, and J. D. 
Blain, now again a member of conference, was appointed 
first pastor. The first quarterly conference was held by Dr. 
Owen. November loth, 1S64, when it was reported that there 
were 65 members in full connection, and 12 probationers. Int 
1865 a lot 80x100 was purchased for ?io,ooo, on the northeast 
corner of Sixth andMinna streets, and the church was moved 
theron. The whole purchase price had to be borrowed, and 
the interest was $(25 per month. In 1865, J. B. Hill. The 
burden of debt was too much for the church to carry. A lot 
was then bought on Mission street, where the church now 
stand's, 75x160, for $8,625, ^nd the building was again moved 
to the new quarters. In 1867, W. I. Nichols. In 1868, R. 
Bentley. During this pastorate a parsonage was built at the 
-ear end of the lot, on Jessie street. In 1871, A. M. Hough, 
A church building, formerly owned by the Central Presby- 
terian Church, was bought and moved on to the lot. It is the 
one now in use. .A heavy debt was contracted by this, and 
former changes, which came wellnigh swamping the enter- 
prise. In 1873, T, S. Dunn. He reduced the debt a good 
deal, but it was still large. In 1875, F. F. Jewell. The 
church had taken about fifty members from Howard Street 
Church when it was first organized. A large number fol- 
(I) 
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lowed Dr. Jewell. His popularity more than filled the house. 
and galleries were added. An effort to pay off the Church 
debt was only partially successful. Indeed, the debt was no 
less when Dr. Jewell left than when he went to the charge, but 
the Church was larger in membership, and had been improved 
by the added galleries. At conference time in 1878 there was 
a debt due the Hibernia Bank of $13,000. and a note of $1,000 
for current expenses. The first debt paid eight ^er cent in- 
terest, soon increased to nine, while the $1,000 note drew one 
per cent per month, and there were six months of accrued 
interest already due. In 1878. C. V. Anthony. A debt-paying 
society was soon organized, which paid off the one thousand 
dollar note. Times improving a little, the funded debt got oiT 
with less interest, and the Church paid as it went along; how- 
ever, it had to pay less than in former years. In 1881, E. R. 
Dille. In 1884, J. N. Beard. The church was raised one 
story, the parsonage and rear end of tlie church was leased to 
the Japanese Mission, and the church much improved inside. 
In 1887, W. W. Case. Still further improvements were made. 
and a pipe organ placed in the church. In 1892. E. R. Dille. 
In 1897, C. E. Locke. Members, 830; probationers, 96: 
local preachers, 4 ; scholars in Sunday-school, 468 ; one 
church, valued at $48,000; one parsonage, valued at $2,000; 
paid pastor $2,500; presiding elder. $210; bishops. $60: 
raised for missions, $601. It would be a pleasure to the writer 
to give some account of the host of faithful men who have 
contributed to make this one of the most useful churches on 
the Pacific Coast, but no items of biographical diaracter have 
been sent, and he fears to trust his own memory. Of Mr. 
Abbott he has already written. One other he will venture to 
name because of his long connection with the church and his 1 
unceasing devotion to it, and also to other enterprises of the . 
Master's cause in San Francisco; that is RoUa V. Watt, 1 
Gladly would more have been given if more had been fur- j 
nished. and that is true of many other churches. 

Half Moon Bay was probably a part of the San Mateo I 
Circuit, but we have no history of it previous to the appoint- 
ment of R. R. Dunlap in 1864. He reported at the end of 
the year 31 members. 30 Sunday-school scholars and a par- 
sonage valued at $100. \ot a large beginning, but it must 
"be borne in mind that it is not an extensively settled region. 
In 1S66, J. H. Owens was associated with Dunlap in the pas- 
torate. In 1867 it was supplied by J, H. Jones. He reported 1 
two churches, of the aggregate value of $1,200. In 
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i' W. Gafnev. Tn 1870. T. W. Bluett. In 1873. W. C. Curry. 

In 1S75, A. C. Hazzarti. In 1876. S. H. Todd. In 1877, W. 

1, Gafney. In 1878. J. H, Jones. In 1880. E. A. Wible. In 

»i883. L. Fellers. In 1885. W. C. Currv. In 1887, B. F. Tav- 
lor. In 1891.G. M. Meese. In 1893. W. B. Priddy. In 1894. 
C. E. Rich. In 1896, W. A. Johns. His pastorate crossed the 
line of this historical period. Members, 18; probationers. 3; 
Sunday-school scholars, 25 ; one church, valued at $3,600; one 
parsonage, valued at $800 : paid pastor. $700 ; presiding elder, 
$30: bishops, $1 ; raised for missions, $13. 
^^H^ Woodland appears in the appointments of this year for 
^^^K.the first time, though it is by no means the first of its history. 
^^^KA class was formed here as earlv as in 1856. It was then on the 
^■^ Cache Creek Circuit, and John Fisher. L. B. and A. C. Riig- 
' gles were the first stewards. The first sermon ever preached 

in Yolo County was no doubt the one William Roberts 
preached to his two traveling companions in the Spring of 

11849. The next was by a local preacher named J. E. Braley. 
,As a part of the Cacheville, or Cache Creek Circuit, we need 
Ao go no further than to say that here Sheldon toiled, and 
liere Benham lost his life. Abraham Griffiths, who still lives, 
isaw him when he left his Iiorse and sunk in the mad waters. 
Others also saw him. but were powerless to help, as they were 
on the other side of the stream. From the same source we 
learn that a local preacher named Franklin G. Greg followed 
'Benham in charge of the work. J. B. Hartsough, whose name 
,we have seen before, was a great helper in this early time. 
The first step in bringing Woodland to the headship of the 
icircuit was when J. Corwin was pastor in 1862. He secured a. 
lot on Court street and erected a stone parsonage, doing most 
of the work with his own hands. J. W. Burton followed Cor- 
I win, but died before the year closed, and V, Rightmeyer sup- 

plied the charge until conference. In 1864, W. N. Smith. In 
1865, P. Grove. He began the erection of a brick church, 
but died before he had finished his first year's work — ^the third 
pastor who ended his life on this appointment. In 1866, W. 
C. Curry. He finished the brick church, and had it in use 
as early as December of that year. It was 35x65. In 1869, 

IW. C. Damon. In 1870, R. W. Williamson. In 1871, W. S. 
'Urmv. In 1872, a; R; Sherifif. In 1873, J. Burns. 101875, 
W. C. Curry. In 1878. E. M. Stuart. In 1881. J. W. Bryant. 
J)uring this pastorate the old church was sold and the one 
JBow in use built. It was dedicated February 3d, 1884. In 
aS85, E. R. Willis. During his pastorate the parsonage now 
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in use was hiiUt. In 1887, W. M. Woodward. In 1888, C. E. 
Rich. In i88g. J. L. Mann. In 1890, S. Jones. In 1893. W. 
F. Warren. In 1897, J. A. Van Anda. Members, 135 ; proba- 
doners. 3; one local preacher; Sunday-school scholars, no; 
one church valued at at $7,otx3; one parsonage, valued at 
$2,250; paid pastor $1,000; presiding elder, $80; bishops, $8; 
raised for missions, $50. 

Anderson Valley lies in Mendocino County. Methodist 
preaching was begun there by the Southern Church in school- 
houses before our Church attempted to enter the re^on. 
They were first to build a church, and were the stronger 
church for years. Political differences divided the community. 
and even colored what religious hfe there was. The term 
Democrat or Republican served to fix the church member- 
ship as certainly as the name Methodist, with South or \orth 
attached. In 1864 H. Churchman was sent to this field. He 
reported 10 members and 30 scholars in the Sunday-school, 
The charge paid him $250, and he received $100 from the 
Missionary Society. In 1866 it was supplied by W, B. Davis. 
He reported twenty-seven communicants, but no church prop- 
•erty. In 1868 it was supplied by J. Vann. In 1869 it was left 
,off the hst. It next appears in 1873, only to be supplied. In 
these, as in other years, it was looked after by the pastors of 
Ukiah, where tlie membership of the Valley, belonging to our 
■Church, had their names. In 1874 it was again dropped from 
±lie list of appointments. It was- named as an appendage of 
Ukiah in 1S76. In 1877 it was Anderson and CiifTey's Cove. 
supplied by Thomas Towner. In 1878 it was with Xevarro 
Ridge, and left to be supplied. In 1879 it was not named. 
Its next appearance was in 1882, when it was made an append- 
.age of Clovcrdale, and left to be supplied. In 1883 it was 
again dropped from the list. In 1890 it was a separate charge, 
,but left to be supplied. No reference was made to it the next 
year. In i8(j2. J. H. Jones. He reported twenty-five com- 
municants and a church valued at $900. This church was in 
Philo; services were also held in the Southern Church in 
Booneville, where the pastor resided. In 1895, W. G. Trud- 
geon. He succeeded in building a church in Booneville. In 
1897 it was supplied by H. T. Curl. Members, 30; two Sun- 
day-schools having an aggregate of 60 scholars ; two churches, 
valued at $2,000 ; paid pastor, $366 : presiding elder. $30 ; 
bishops, $1 ; raised for missions, $3- 

Hoopa ant! Orleans appear together as a charge tliis year. 
For this and the year following it was left to be supplied, and 
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no report rnade from it ; then it is left oflf the list of appoint- 
ments. It appears again as Hoopa Valley Indian Mission in 
1871, to be -supplied. In 1872 it was supplied by John Shaver. 
In 1873 South Fork and Hoopa was a charge left to be sup- 
plied. In 1874, M. Grant. In 1875, J. L. Broadus.' It then 
disappears from the list of appointments. 

The discovery of copper ore in the foothills east of Stock- 
ton led to the settling of Copperopolis. A railroad was 
projected to that place from Stockton, but was never con- 
structed beyond Milton. The mines did not turn out to 
meet expectations, and neither did the town. It was this 
year coupled with Campo Seco, and placed in charge of W. C. 
Curry. He reported 14 members, and a lot valued at $200. 
In 1865 it was coupled with Knight's Ferry, and left to be 
supplied, but afterward J. McKelvey was appointed. In 1866 
it was supplied by E. A. Wible. It was then dropped from 
the list. 

Tule River was in the central part of the State, left to be 
supplied. It reported 24 members and $28 paid the presiding 
elder. It remained to be supplied until 1866, when it was 
dropped out of the appointments. 

It is claimed that William Morrow, then presiding elder 
of the district, organized the first church in the neighborhood 
of Ferndale in i860. It was then a part of the Eel River Cir- 
cuit. Indians were plenty in those days, and traveling by no 
means safe. Yet these early itinerants forded streams, and 
faced the savages to find the sheep in the wilderness. For the 
protection of the settlers the government planted a fort at 
Bucksport, and had some soldiers constantly on hand to go 
where needed. Grant, Cook and Hunt, all famou-s in the civil 
war, as well as a few famous on the confederate side, were offi- 
cers at that place. It was wild life in that region for years 
after the Methodists found their way there. The first services 
in the Ferndale :ountrv were held in a schoolhouse called 
Dean's, a building of spruce stakes, built by public volunteer 
labor. The place afterward took on the less euphonious name of 
Grizzly Bluflf. Under the name of Ferndale this charge became 
separate from the Eel River Circuit in 1864, but was left to be 
supplied. The supply was A. B. Spooner. He reported 23 
communicants, and 50 scholars in the Sundav-school. In 
1865, J. Burnell. In 1867, S. Clayton. In 1868, S. M. Wood- 
ward. In 1869, J. McKelvey. In 1870, it was again an appen- 
dage of the Eel River Circuit, without change of pastor. In 
1871 it was alone, wth E. I. Jones in charge. During his pas- 
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torate the church now in use was built. R. S. Tyrell, a local 
preacher, and P. W. Reas are reported as valuable workers at 
this time. In 1872 it was called Ferndale and Dean's School 
House, without change of pastor. In 1873, H. C. Smith. In 
1874 it was an appendage of Rhonerville. with E. Smith in 
charge. In 1875 it was alone with J. M. Bark in charge. 
In 1876, J. Burns. In 1&77 Mattole was added, and 
C. P. Jones wa« pastor. The next year, without change of pas- 
tor, Mattole was left off. In 1879, T. B. Palmer. In 1880. T. 
H. Woodward. In 1883, J. W. Kuykendall. In 1884, C. G. 
Milhes. In 1887, W. B. Priddy. During his labors a neat 
parsonage was erected in Ferndale. In 1889, S. M. Wood- 
ward. Under his labors a church, was built at Grizzly Bluff. 
In 1894, R. Rodda. In 1897, W. P. Grant. Members 105, 
probationers 12, local preachers 2, scholars in Sunday-school 
140, two churches valued at $5,500, two parsonages valued at 
$1,800, paid pastor $1,098, presiding elder $94, bishops $11, 
raised for missions $65. 



CHAPTER XX. 



The Thirteenth Conference. 

It met the 20th of September, and closed the 27th. Bis- 
hop Kiiigfsley presided, and Howard- street Church was the 
place. J. H. Hill was Secretary. There was a great improve- 
ment in the spirit of the conference, when compared with 
the previous session. To this the Bishop's addresses and rul- 
ings contributed. There was an oflhand way about Bishop 
Kingsley that suited well the taste of Califomians. Hi^s lack 
of what some called dignity, was no loss to his influence here. 
At one time we seemed to be on the verge of a storm. S. D. 
Simonds was again the object of attack. But just as the cloud 
had fairly overspread the sky, with an abundance of thunder 
rolhng therefrom, it was suddenly dissipated in thin air, and 
we were fltl glad. 

This was the first year that presiding elders gave a written 
report of their districts. Previously the reporting was done in 
connection with the examination of character. When the 
name of a presiding elder was called he took his hat and re- 
tired. His preachers then said all the nice things they could 
about him, when the Bishop sentliim word to come in. Then 
as the names of his preachers were called they in like manner 
retired, and he was supposed to say all he could in their favor. 
When one found out that his character had passed, a thing 
always done by a specific vote, he too returned to his seat in 
the conference. We glean some items from these district re- 
ports. On the San Francisco District there had been 189 con- 
versions, and 290 received on probation. Nearly $20,000 had 
been raised for building churches or paying off church debts. 
The cause of education had been favored by contributions 
amounting to $9,500. The lone Church had been helped to 
the amount of about $1,000 from this district. The Stockton 
District had appointments more than 500 miles apart. On the 
Petaluma District four new churches had been built, and four 
new parsonages. The experience of a pastor presiding elder 
f^3) 
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had been made on the Yreka District, and the presiding elder 
pastor had quite enough of it. 

Statistics. At the close of the session there were 83 in 
full connection, and 8 probationers on the conference roll. 
Church members in full connection 3,879, probationers 626, 
Sunday-schools 114, officers and teachers 1013. scholars 
7,140, churches 80, probable value $312,325. parsonages 57, 
probable value $49,700, raised for missions $2,254, for con- 
ference claimants $473, for tracts $85, for Bible Society $487, 
for Sunday-school Union $112. 

J. W. RoaSi was appointed to the Marysville District, No 
other change in district work. There were 96 pastoral 
charges. 

The missionary money appropriated at this time was $5,000 
for the English, and $3,000 for the German work, \oihing 
was received from the Book Concern for conference claim- 
ants, the only outside help in this regard being $25 from the 
chartered fund. J. L. Eroadiis and A. P. Hendon were or- 
dained deacons under local preacher's rule, the last named be- 
ing also received on trial. The roll of the conference was 
called, and $2,000 subscribed, or paid, for the University of the 
Pacific. After considerable correspondence, quite an invoice 
of books and pamphlets were sent from our mission in China 
to the care of the conference for distribution among the Chi- 
nese. C. H. Lawton was placed in charge of that work. 

Only one transfer was made to this conference this year; 
A C. Hazzard. He came to us from the Michigan Conference, 
which body he joined in 1857. He continued in the regular 
work until 1881, when he took a supernumerary relation. 
This was changed to superannuated in 1887. Having removed 
within the bounds of the Southern California Conference, he 
was, by their request, transferred to that body in 1890. 

There were four probationers received. Thomas P. Wil- 
liams was a native of Cornwall. England : he was a young man 
of fine appearance and good abilities. He was received into 
full connection, and ordained elder. In 187a he withdrew from 
the Church and ministry. 

George D. Pinneo was a man of poor health when be 
came into the connection. He has always been of poor health 
since. In 1877 he was obliged to take a superannuated rela- 
tion, which he has held since that time. 

Asbury P. Hendon passed his course of studies, was 
ceived into full connection, ordained elder, and continued 
the work ten years. He then took a supernumerary relation. 
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' and settled at Santa Cruz, where he yet resides. In 1881 he 
was located at his own request. 

Nathan Van Eaton graduated from the University of the 
Pacific the year he joined the conference. He had a hard 
struggle to pull through, as learning did not come easily to 
him. On the day of grrduation he triumphed. His oration 
was on ''Chivalry, True and False." As he was a Southern 
man, the excoriation given secession was the more powerful. 
He soon forgot his manuscript and launched out into a ve- 
hement onslaught that carried everything before him. Dr. 
Saxe took a bouquet for Van Eaton, saying to himself, "Per- 
haps he win be forgotten, and Van shall have at least one 
handful of flowers as good as my garden can afford." Those 
who knew the love Dr. Saxe had for flowers, and the care he 
took of his magnificent collection of rare ones, can well under- 
stand what that meant. Van Eaton did not get that bouquet. 
When the shower of flowers following hi* oration went flying 
through the air, the Dr. said, "There will be none for anybody 
else unless I keep mine. " Mr. Van Eaton was bom in Davis 
County, North- Carolina, July 7, 1837. He was a member of 
the Church before coming to California in i8g6, but was never 
conscious of his personal salvation until he experienced it in 
Placerville. He spent six years in preparation for his hfe 
work. His health began to fail a year before he died. A 
brother in the ministry said to him, "You will die if you do not 
desist from work." He quickly responded, "I shall die if I 
do." He left the world and his work on the 25th of February, 
1872. The day before his death he said to his presiding elder, 
"This has been the happiest day of my life." Then repeated 
the words of Watts. 
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He said of his old instructor. Dr. Bannister, "I shall soon 
be with the Doctor." He sent this message to conference. 
"I love them all. Tell them I did not know but that I might 
be afraid to die, but I have no fear. Jesus is with me." In 
1867 he married Miss Alma Parker. To her he gave some di- 
rections concerning his manuscript sermons, then added, 
"I have no use for them, I have done preaching. But there 
is something else to be done now. and Van is ready." 

This year marks the first notice of Mission-street Church 
in the list of appointments. It was the legal origin of Grace 
Church, which now plays so important a part in the work of 
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Methodism tn the metropolis of the Pacific Coast. For many 
years Mission Dolores was an appointment left to be supplied. 
Afterward it was a charge called Mission Dolores and West 
End. In the early fifties a cliurCh was built under the pastoral 
supervision of R. B. Stratton. Its patronage was small and its 
debt was large, and so it was lost to the Church. In the early 
sixties a Sunday-school was organized in the private residence 
of a Mr. Leland. This became a center of interest for the 
Methodists who had been induced to seek for homes in the 
"Mission." There was at that time a beer garden called the 
Willows. It stood in a depression of moist earth that sustained 
quite a growth of willow trees. Here was erected a saloon, 
and here were collected quite a menagerie of curious animals. 
Here were tables for refreshments, and here were sports for 
children. Railroad cars ran out at frequent intervals, and 
many people resorted there. .\ little west from the Willows, 
on Mission street, between Eighteenth and Nineteenth streets, 
Dr. Owen succeeded in buying a lot early in 1864. He begged 
money all over the district to build the basement of a church. 
He built it. The little Sunday-school was moved there, and 
services were held as preac'hers could be secured, until the 
session now under consideration, when C. H. Lawlon was 
regularly appointed pastor, .^t the end of the year he reported 
35 members, 95 scholars in Sunday-school, and a church va\- 
ueil at $4,500. In 1866. W. S. Urmy. In 1867, C. H. Lawton. 
In 1868. H. B. HeacocW. The church had had a rapid 
growth, for the population was constantly settling that way. 
The church was enlarged and improved, and all indications 
pointed to a prosperous future. In 1870. J. X. Mar(in. Ii 
1872. W. Dennett. In [874. J- A. Bruner. In 1875, E. S. 
Todd. During this pastorate the name of the charge was* 
changed from Mission-street Church to Grace. Plans were 
also perfected to finish the building by adding the story con- 
templated when the church was first built. But on a 
careful examination it was found that the building, as it stood, 
could not support another storj-, both because of its imper- 
fection and its age. In 1877, A. J. Wells. In 1880. A. T. 
Needham. In 1883 Dr. Heacock was returned. In 1885 
property was bought on Twenty-first street, running from 
Mission to Capp. The trustees reser\ed a lot 100x125 •*" "i* 
corner of Capp, and by selling the balance, and also their old 
properly, they secured this valuable lot free of debt. In 1886 
ihey began to build. At the conference session of that year, as 
the new building was not completed, there was a ^eat dcetre 
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to have Dr. Heacock remain another year. The Bishop pos- 
itively refused to repeat the experiment of Howard -street 
Church and Mr. Blain, so a change "had to be made, and C. V. 
Anthony was appointed. The Church that had grown up in 
the squatty, uninviting building that Dr. Owen had erected 
for immediate need, had become a large and flourishing soci- 
ety. There were 304 members in full connection, 21 probation- 
ers, and 528 scholars in the Sunday-school. 

The 3d day of October, 1886, was a great day for Grace 
Church. Bishop Fowler preached in the morning and Dr. 
Stratton at night. The church, thus opened and dedicated, 
had cost about $45,000, including furniture and organ. It was 
hoped that by the contributions of the day, solicited by the 
presence and skillful management of Dr. Heacock, the debt, 
then over $30,000, might be reduced to $16,000, and this could 
be carried for a time. Nominally this was done, but the or- 
gan, a professed gift, was not to be paid for until the 
expiration of four years. Xor was any interest to 
be paid on the note until that time. This made 
the debt really $19,000. Before the first year closed an 
event occurred that entailed an expense of nearly 
$3,000 on the society. A portion of a plaster of Paris 
molding fell to the floor one Sunday afternoon. If it had oc- 
curred at the time of the morning service it would have been 
sure death to one or more in the congregation. On examina- 
tion it was found that one of the worst frauds had been per- 
petrated by the plasterer that could well be imagined. A 
heavy molding liad been stuck onto a broad timber without 
further anchorage than the lath afforded. The whole finish 
had to be removed and a wooden molding substituted. 
This necessitated frescoing the walls and repainting 
the church on the inside. This improvement was all paid for 
when the audience room was re-entered. 

In January, 1890. while in the midst of a revival meeting of 
considerable interest, conducted by A. J. Bell, Antliony's 
health broke down, and fpr three months he could not preach 
at all, and for the balance of the year only occasionally. Dr. 
Hirst of the University of the Pacific supplied the charge 
during the time that intervened until conference, when the 
pastor could not be present. The church was left to be sup- 
plied at the conference of 1890, but was soon in charge of E. 
McChsh. In 1895, it was again left to be supplied, but M. F. 
Colburn was soon appointed. He died very soon after the 
second year's appointment, and J. N. Beard succeeded him. 
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He is still in. charge. Members. 560; probationers, go; local 
preachers, 2 : scholars in Simday-scTiool, 520 ; paid pastor, 
$2,520; presiding elder. $220; bishops, $72; raised for mis- 
sions, $540; one church, valued at $44,000; one parsonage, 
valued at $6,000. This parsonage was erected during the pas- 
torate of Dr. McClish. 

It would be a pleasure to write up the record of the men — 
yea, of the women, too— who have served to make this one of 
the l)est churches in the State. But unfortunately, the neces- 
sary data have not been given. The building committee de- 
serve especial mention as the hardest worked of any in the 
officiary of the Church. Besides the pastor, this building 
committee, given by memory, were C. S. Holmes, I. J. Tru- 
man. J. W. Butler, Mr. Culi'n. W. H. Codington and Robert 
Husband. The first two named were not members of the 
church, but tbey wrought and gave with no less zeal and lib- 
erality than any others. C. S. Homes, of Renton Holmes & 
Company, lumberdeaiers on a targe scale, was one of the largest 
givers in the society. He was also a regular attendant upon the 
means of grace. In this respect he was like Mr. Truman ; their 
regularity in attendance shamed some members of the church. 
His wife was a member, and he seemed delighted to see all 
his children enter the Church while yet quite young. Irwin 
Joseph Truman was horn in the city of Philadelphia October 
27th. 1840. His parents were .Methodists, and he early con- 
tracted the habit of attending the services on Sunday. He read- 
ily confessed his need of this, and acknowledged the good it 
did him. He and Mr. Holmes united with the Chwrch in 1892. 
J.W.Bntler was a native of England, but married anAmerican 
girl, the daughter of Dr. Morgan of the Baltimore Conference. 
She was very helpful in Church work, and was greatly missed 
by Grace Church when she died. Mr. Butler was easily the 
most active worker in the church for several years. Within 
two years of the dedication of the new church, he, as the super- 
intendent, had the satisfaction of having the largest Protestant 
Sunday-school in San Francisco. Mr. Culin was a loval>le 
man — alas, in poor health. His home on Howard street was 
the regular meeting place of the committee. They met there 
that they might have the benefit of his counsels. He did not 
long enjoyed the church he had helped lo build, hut soon went 
to a grander temple, one not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. William H. Codington belongs lo the Church pio- 
neers. His early work in Howard Street Church, and after- 
ward in the Central, and finally in Grace, was all given zeal- 
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011 sly to advance the Redeemer's kingdom. Whether as 
superintendent or assistant superintendent, he was able to do 
first-class work in the Sunday-school, nor less efficient work 
as a member of the Official Board. Robert Husband was our 
singer, as well as worker. The patience with which he trained 
the choir, the ability he displayed in conducting the music, 
and not least, the pleasure he gave the pastor in putting a 
needed point to his sermons by well-timed and appropriate- 
solos, sung with both skill and feeling, can never be forgotten' 
by the one who pens these words. It is painful not to say 
more, but a necessitv to stop, 

Antioch nas the pnncipal landing-place on the San Joaquin' 
River for an immense region lying west of that stream. Some' 
years later b\ the buddmg of the railroad, its importance was- 
considerabh dimmished In 1865 it was left to be supplied- 
No report was made of it the next year. Its next appearance 
was in 1S68 when it wa^ Eden and Antioch, with N. Burton 
in charge. He reported 65 communicants and a parsonage 
valued at $650. In 1869. 'C. A. E. Hertel. Tn 1870 it was 
again dropped from the list, though Eden was an appoint- 
ment, and perhaps Antioch belonged to it. In 1871 it was 
Point of Timber and Antioch, Hertel still in charge. In 1872 
it was ,\ntioch and Somerville. with J. H. Jones in charge. In 
1873 it was left out, Somerville being associated with San 
Joaquin. In 1876 Somerville and Point of Timber were sep- 
arate charges, and no mention was made of Antioch. In 1877 
it was with Somerville, and G. G. Walter was in charge. Two 
years later it was again with Point of Timber, without change 
of pastor. In 1881, E. A. Winning. In 1882 tJie name of the 
charge was changed to Brentwood, but Antioch was a part of 
the work. This arrangement continued until 1890, when Anti- 
och became a separate appointment, with J. A. Van Anda in 
charge. 

In i8gi, J. Williams was pastor. In 1893, G. O. Ash. In 
1894, F. L. Tuttle. In 1895, H. C. Langley. In 1896, J. S. 
Smith. In 1897, S. E. Crowe. Members, 38; probationers, i; 
Sunday-school scholars, 50; one church valued at $6,300; one- 
parsonage valued at $1,375: paid pastor, $585; presiding 
elder, $32; bishop, $2; raised for missions, $30. 

In this year's appointments we see for the first time the 
charge named St. Helena. It was a part of the Napa Valley 

-Circuit, and has had continuous history until the present time. 

■W. N. Smith, the first pastor under this name, reported at the 
lose of the year: 93 communicants, 25 scholars in Sunday- 
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school, a church valued at $5cxj and a parsonage valued at 
$1,300, In 1866, W. S. Brvant. In 1869, W. C. Curry. In 
1870, G. W. Henning. In 1871 it was St. Helena and Calis- 
-toga, with H. B. Sheldomin charge. In 1872. R. W. William- 
.son. In 1873 Calistoga was a separate charge, with Guennoc 
added, and W. Gordon in charge, while St. Helena was in 
■charge of W. Anguin. In 1874 it %vas Calistoga and Middle- 
town, with H. C. Tallman in charge, while Pope \'alley was 
made an appendage of St. Helena, with Anguin still in charge. 
In 1875 the appendages are left off from both charges, but 
without further change. In 1876, J. W. Bluett was in St. 
Helena, and .-\. R. Sherrif in Calistoga. In 1877 both changes 
were supplied by J. F. Burkliolder. In 1878 they were one 
appointment, and S. Kinsev was in charge. In 1879, M, D. 
Buck. In 1881, E. H. King. In 1S84. W. L- Stevens. In 
1886 it was called St. Helena, and E. M. Stuart was in charge. 
In 1888 the two towns were named, and L. Fellers was pas- 
tor. In 1889, A. S. Gibbons. In 1893, C. F. Coy. In 1895 
Calistoga was by itself, and supphed by D. S. Ulrick, while 
St. Helena had G. Clifford for pastor. In 1896 the two were 
together, and J. H. Wythe. Jr.. was in charge. In 1897 Calis- 
toga had H. C. Tallman for pastor, but as that year the two 
-charges were reported together, we will take the preceding 
year to indicate the standing of both churches. Calistoga: 
Members, 71 ; probationers, 7: local preachers, i ; scholars in 
Sunday-school, 75; one church valued at $2,000; paid pastor, 
$360 ; presiding elder, $33 ; bishops, $8 ; raised for missions, 
$68. St. Helena, in 1897, had M. C. Robins for pastor, and 
the year before there were : members, 69 ; probatoners. i ; Sun- 
day-school scholars, 64; one church valued at $2,500; one 
parsonage valued at $2,000; paid pastor, $700; presiding el- 
der, $46; bishops, $4; raised tor missions, $20. 

Meridian was named in 1865 as an appointment, with H. J, 
Bland in charge. This was a part of the Butte Circuit, now a 
part of the Sutter City Circuit. In 1866 there were 40 com- 
municants. That year J. Green was in charge. He remained 
until 1868, when it ceased to be a separate charge. 

Binghamton was a place so called for a Christian family 
who were chief supports o£ the church in that community. 
The place where a church was erected was but a few miles 
from Dixon. A. P. Hendon. the first pastor, reported 42 
communicants, 100 scholars In Sunday-school, but no church 
property. In 1866 it was not in the list of appointmetvts. Its 
jiext appearance was in 1868, with Dr. Morrow in charge. Id 
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L. Hamilton. He reported 45 communicants, a 
hiircli valued at $1,000, and a parsonage valued at $500. In 
I. B. Fish. In 1871 it was called Binghainton and 
Dixon, with J. M. Hinman in charge. In 1872 it became 
Dixon and Binghamton, and finally Dixon only, in which 
form it will be considered furfher on. 

Oak Grove and Tuolumne was a circuit embracing' French 

Camp and neighboring regions as far as Modesto, though' 

that place was not then known except as fields of waving. 

grain. This year it was supplied by S. Belknap. In 1866, J. 

I McKelvey. For the next two years it was probably the San: 

Kjoaquin Circuit, and left to be supplied. In 1870 neither 

fOak Grove nor San Joaquin are found in the list. Circuits of 

Bother names had seemingly absorbed it. It next appears in 

T1876 as Oak Grove and Burneyville. with W. J, Sheehan in 

titiarge. In 1878 it was Oak Grove alone, with W. C. Curry 

■■'in charge. In 1S80, J. W. Bluett. In 1882, E. E. Dodge. 

The principal point of interest was at this time, and had been 

for a few years, a place called Atlanta, and the next year it 

took that name. Its further consideration is reserved for a 

I future chapter. 
Brownsville and Brown's Valley was a charge on the 
TJarysville District, supplied by C. A. Leaman. He remained 
'two years, and reported 81 communicants, 8 Sunday-schools,, 
with an aggregate of 210 scholars. In 1867 it was supplied bv 
G. G. Walter. In 1868 it was supplied by R. Roberts. In 
1869 it was called Brownsville alone, without change of 
Ipastor. In 1870 it was supplied by E. Hoskins. In 1871, S. 
Jones. In 1872, R. Kernick. In 1873, J. Cookson. In 1875, 
S Pruden. In 1876, B. F. Rhoads. In 1877, W. S. Corwin. 
In 1879, S. Kinsey. In 1880 Laporte was added, Kinsey 
still in charge. In '1882, E. I. Jones. In 1883, J. Appleton.. 
In 1884 it was supphed by H. M. Sexton. In 1885, S. C. El- 
liott. In 1S86 Laporte was left off, Elliott stil! in charge. In 
, E. Smith. In 1890, J. H. Jones. In 1892 it was sup- 
L.I)lied by Frank Hindson. In 1895 it was omitted from the 
Tlist, not again to appear until the time this history was closed. 
Bin 1895 there were 61 members, 14 probationers, 4 local 
Ipreachers, 4 churdhes, having an aggregate value of $3,300,. 
; parsonage, valued at $500, 4 Sunday-schools, having are 
Aggregate of 161 scholars; paid pastor $592. presiding elder, 
"^9, bishops $4, raised for missions $15. 

Mendocino is a lumbering center on the coast. It was left 
rto be supplied until 1867, when W. Gordon was pastor. He 
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•reported 12 communicants, a church valued at $1,200. That 
year is was suppU-ed by J. L. Broadus. In 1869 it was left to 
i)e supplied, and the next year not mentioned. 

Trinity Center was but a small village when the writer trav- 
eled thirty-five miles to preach there on a week night. Ten 
years had passed when it became a charge supplied by G. 
Childs. He reported $100 paid on salary, which was more 
than a hundred times as much as the writer was paid for a 
service conducted once in four weeks for a period of about 
fourteen months. Still, he has nothing but pleasant memories 
oi Trinity Center, and sadly regrets that it had so short an 
existence in this case, for we look in vain for it among the 
appointments of 1866. 




1866. 
The Fourteenth Conference. 

Again Bishop Kingsley was with »s. This was owing to the 
illness of Bishop Baker, who had been detailed for that service. 
The session opened in San Jose on the 19th of Sept., and 
closed on the 26th. J. B. Hill was secretary. The sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper was administered the second day of the 
session, and was followed by a love feast. Dr. Thomas re- 
ported for the San Francisco District, which had been left 
vacant by the death of Dr. Owen. He generously did this 
work without compensation. Dr. Owen's memory was held 
sacred by a service especially for that purpose. J. Daniel 
preached the funeral sermon. For the first time, by a volte of 
conference, elders did not retire when their names were called 
in the passage of character. The rule, however, did not yet 
apply to those in charge of districts. Thirty dollars from the 
Chartered fund was all the help we had for conference claim- 
ants, except our collections. By the recommendation of the 
board of stewards, the conference voted to assess the entire 
church 75 cents per capita for this cause, and require each 
member when his name was called to report 'how much he 
collected. For the first time we had a committee on Freed- 
men's Aid Society, and also on the Church E.vtension Society. 
Adam B. Smith was ordained elder under local preacher's 
rule. Dr. Benson came from Oregon to present the fraternal 
greetings of that conference ; he was received with great cor- 
diality, not only for his mission's sake, but also tor his own. 

This was centenary year. Flans had been laid at the previ- 
ous conference to have especial efforts put forth in October 
of that year to raise money for the objects named by the 
general conference. They agreed that one-half of all funds 
collected should go to the University of tbe Pacific. What 
came of it? About forty per cent of the churches did some- 
thing, the others nothing. The amounts collected, reported 
by districts, were as follows: Petaluma District, $19,321.42. 
Stockton District, $2,235. Santa Clara District, $11,391.29. 
(3731 
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Marvsville, $4,942.75. Sacramento District, $6,479.50. Shasta 
District, $4,279.25. San Francisco District, $30,459.19. To- 
tal, $79,108.40. The medals for the children's fund had real- 
ized, if figures are properly read, $1,383. 

Statistics. — At the close of the conference the roster o( 
members contained 88 names of those in full connection. 
and 10 probationers. From the church at large, members 
3,983. probationers 622, local preachers 91, scholars in 
Snnday-school 7,744. churches 80, probable value $313400. 
parsonages 55, probable value $44,050, raised for conference 
claimants $321.70, for mipssions $2,150.15, for tracts $103.90, 
for Bible Society $401.80, for Sunday School Union $66.75. 
There were 74 conversions reported in the Sundaj'-schools. 
as against 168 the year before. The missionary money appro- 
priated to the conference this year was the same as last, $5,000 
foi Enffhsh work, and $2,000 for German. 

Some items from presiding elders' reports will be of interest. 
From the Sacramento District came the report that tlie ap- 
pointments of last year gave universal satisfaction. The pre- 
siding elder had not heard a single complaint. He did not 
inform us as to whether anybody else had heard a complaint, 
probably he did not know that much. The Stockton District 
reported better salaries than formerly. The presiding 
elder of Petaluma District reported progress in get- 
ting out of the debt embarrassment that had for 
some time involved the church in Petaluma. The 
Yreka District was reported by its presiding elder, J. Cor- 
win. to be 250 miles long, with a member of conference at 
each end, and all others supplies. The American population 
was rapidly leaving the country, and the Christian element 
were first to go. If anybody was converted, he went away as 
soon as possible in order to find a place where his spiritual 
needs could be better cared for. The Chinese were increas- 
ing, and a mission to them was the crying need of the liour. 

E. Bannister was this year placed on the San Francisco 
District, a new district including the southern part of the State, 
reaching up to and including Santa Clara County, which name 
was given the district, was formed with .\. Bland in diarge. 
J. R. Tansey was placed on the Stockton District, J. .'\. Brtiner 
on the Sacramento, X. Reasoner on the Marisville, the Hum- 
boldt and Yreka Districts were united and placed in charge ol 
J. J. Cleveland. Petaluma remained unchanged. There were 
100 pastoral charges. 

Several transfers were received at this conference. T. S- 
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Dunn came back from the Nevada Conference, and needs no 
further mention. Henry Cox came from the Missouri and Ar- 
kansas Conference, and was stationed at Howard Street 
Church. He was originally a member of the Wesleyan Con- 
ference in England, which body he joined twent>' years before 
his arrival in San Francisco. He had been a loyai union man 
in St. Louis at a time when loyalty cost and counted. His 
experience in Union Church in that city is a lihrilling chapter 
of the civil war. He was a man of fine appearance, large, 
portly, with pleasant voice and fervid speech. He was an en- 
thusiastic leader of a prayer- meeting, and had a gift for church 
building. His labors had been much blessed with revival 
influences. It was a great mistake when he turned aside from 
a calling for which he had such special gifts. After six years 
ir. the pastorate he became general secretary of the Young 
Men's Christian Association, then insurance agent, then pen- 
sion agent, and in 1882 he located. In 1884 he was received 
on liis certificate of location, and transferred to the Southern 
California Conference, where, after filling several appoint- 
ments, he died, highly esteemed by his brethren. 

George B, Bowman was a man of great spiritual force. 
He had a powerful voice, and could wield it with much suc- 
cess. The writer once heard him preach at a camp-meeting 
a sermon that produced an effect of a marvelous character. He 
was a native of North Carolina, but entered the regular work 
in the Missouri Conference in 1836. After about'six years 
in that field, he was transferred to Iowa. His greatest work 
there consisted of his agency in connection with the Cornell 
College, located at Mt. Vernon. A hall there bears his name, 
and justly too, for it was built with Tiis money. A legacy left 
after his death became the starting fund for building a church 
in East San Jose, which also bore his name for several years. 
He died in San Jose, greatly beloved, Oct. gth, 1888. 

Donald Sutherland was a native of Scotland, raised and 
educated in the Presbyterian Church. He moved to Canada 
before he had attained maturity. He was enabled to know he 
was a child of God when 19 years of age, under the labors and 
teaching of James Caughey, the celebrated revivalist. He 
then joined tlie Wesleyan Church, and in due time became a 
minister of that body. In 1865 he caught a cold that brought 
on symptoms so alarming that his physicians advised him to 
seek a milder climate. He landed in San Francisco July, 1866, 
■was received into the Conference on his credentials from the 
-Canadian Wesleyan Church, and died in January, 186S. He 
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was well educated, fervent and faithful. His widow* aflerwai 
became Mrs. C. D. Cushman, but died some years ago, 

Samuel L. Hamilton was a transfer from the Central Illinois- 
Conference, which body he joined in i860. After four years 
in the pastorate here, he returned East, and joined the Michi- 
gan Conference, of which he is now a superannuated member. 
He resides in Los Angeles. Mr. Hamilton is a good writer, 
whose pen has been turned to excellent account since he has 
had to leave the regular work. His preaching also is of a 
high order of excellence. 0[ J. N. Martin, also a transfer this- 
year, the reader will find an account in the history of our edu- 
cational work. 

Alanson Coplin was a transfer from the Michigan Confer- 
ence, of which body he had been a member for about nine 
years. He did acceptable work in the appointments indicated 
in this history until 1874, when failing "health caused him to- . 
take a supernumerary relation. After following the mercan- 
tile business for a few years, he located in 1883. Shortly after 
he withdrew from the Methodist Church, and with others at- 
tempted to organize a new Church, which -should make a 
specialty of holiness. 

George Clifford was a transfer from the Upper Iowa Con- 
ference. He joined the Iowa Conference in 1853. He was- 
born of \ew England parents, in the State of Indiana. Rush 
County, August 3. 1823. He received a common school 
education there, and at the age of 19 years removed to Iowa, 
then largely in possession of Indian tribes. He was converted 
in 1851, and joined the M. E. Church. Two years later he- 
poined the conference on trial. He made a good record in 
Iowa before coming to California: he lias made nothing less 
since. He was a member of the General Conference of 1864. 
and one of the leading parties in organizing the Church Ex- 
tension Society. He had a plan in mind before going, and 
that plan wa^s in time submitted to the proper committee. He 
worked tor it with all the zeal the intense convictions of its im- 
portance would naturally promote in a man of his spirit. The 
thing was done, but others have the glory — at present at least. 
In conversation with several of us on a very different subject, 
he quietly remarked that he thought he could always do best 
at a "still hunt." Such men rarely get credit for all that is l 
their due. He has been one of our most successful presiding" 1 
elders, and few parts of the State have not been visited by him. " 
in that capacity. Strong and vigorous for a man of his age 
he yet lives to do efficient work in the pastorate. 
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]. H. Owens was a transfer from the Xcw England Con- 
ference. He had joined the New York East Conference in 
i860. He did not long remain in the work in California, He 
located in 1870. 

George McRae was originally from a conference in Cana- 
da West, but came to iis from the Erie Conference. He lo- 
cated in 1876. 

There were five probationers received at this time. Silvanus. 
Clayton continued on trial until 1869. when 'he was discontin- 
ued at his own request. William Gordon spent several years, 
in the University of the Pacific, preparing for the ministry. 
He married Miss Rhinehart, a most excellent young lady, and 
united with the conference in 1866. He was a native of the- 
north of Ireland. He was received into full connection, and 
continued in the work until 1874, when he located. He after- 
ward became a minister in the Congregational Church. 

Alden B. Spooner was a native of Maine, and was bom- 
in 1824. He married Miss Roxanna Gilmore. He was convert- 
ed in 1S58, joined the conference in 1866, was received into- 
full connection in i858, and located the next year. He settled 
at Morro Bay, where he was drowned. With a small boat, he- 
was piloting the steamer "Mary Taylor" into the bay. when 
the boat upset, and he went down in sight of his family, and 
was never seen again. He was a good man and no doubt, 
ready for the sudden change, 

Archibald Taylor was received into full connection in 1863, 
and located at his own request in 1872, 

San Leandro now appears as a charge, with J. Corwin pas-- 
tor. It had a church building, though small, as early as i86o.. 
It was then, and for several years afterward, the capital of Ala- 
meda County. Noble Hamilton, afterward Superior Judge or 
the county, and wife, with other members of the Hamilton- 
family, were active workers in the Church. Silas McClure and 
family were also living near, and generous supporters of the 
Church, The removal of the county business to Oakland was 
a blow to the place, and ultimately to the Church. The in- 
flux of Portuguese, monopolizing the fruit and gardening in- 
dustries of all that region, was a greater loss to the Church. It 
was severed from the Alameda charge in 1866. Lorenzo and 
Haywards were, no doubt, also parts of this work at that time. 
In 1867 there were 50 communicants, two Sunday-schools, 
with an aggregate of 80 scholars, two churches valued at 
$3,oco. The second church was no doubt in Haywards, Thatr 
year W. T. Mayne was in charge. In 1869 it was San^Lean-- 
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dro and Haywards, with A. Shaw in charge. In 1870 it was 
called simplv San Leandro, though no doubt tlie work was the 
same. Tha't year J. H. Miller was pastor. In .1872. J AV 
Bryant. In 1873 Haywards was an appointment, with J, \V- 
Bryant in charge, while San Leandro was in charge of his 
brother, W. S. Bryant. In 1874 Centerville was added to 
San Leandro. Mr. Bryant remaining in charge. In 1S75. \V. 
B. Priddy. In 1876. 'W. Hulbert. In 1879, J. J. Cleveland. 
In r88o it was dropped from the list, but was no doubt a part 
of the Haywards charge. In 1881 the two were named to- 

. gether. with T. B. Palmer in charge. In 1882, S. T. Sterritt. 
At that time Mr. Russeli, member of one of the \ew Jersey 
conferences, was residing in San Leandro on account of ill 
health, and was able to preach once on each Sabbath. Mr. 
Sterritt not caring to divide his labors between the two places, 
San Leandro was given to Mr. Russell, whose sweet and lov- 
ing spirit won all hearts to him. He was returned in 1883, 
but died, soon after, when W. Hulbert supplied it until the end 

■of the year. In 1884 the writer obtained a missionary appro- 
priation of $700 for the support of a Portuguese mission in 
and about San Leandro. It was expected that the missionarj- 

■ employed should preach at least once a Sabbath to the usual 
congregation, but spend most of his time in labors among the 
Portuguese. It was difficult to get a man who would under- 
take the work. Dr. Gibbons was finally selected, but found 
insuperable difficulties, and the meager results attained did not 
warrent its continuance. If a man could have been found who 
could preach in both Portuguese and English, or if a young 
man could have been found willing to learn the Portuguese, 
and willing to give his life to that work, a different account 
would have been given of this honest attempt to do what cer- 
tainly ought to have been done. In 1886, I. J. Ross, In 1887. 
D. A. Hayes. In 1888, I. J. Ross. In 1891, H. L, Gregory. 
There had been long need of a better church, and Mr. 
Gregory set about building it. An attractive edifice, costing 
about $3,500, was the result of 'his enterprise. In 1893. W. R. 
Gober. In 1896, J. B. Chenoweth. In 1897 it was made a 
part of a circuit, called San Leandro and Elmhurst, with W. 
Burchett in charge. At that date there were 19 members, 1 
probationer, 3 local preachers, 50 scholars in Sunday-scho<ri. 
a church valued at $2,500, a parsonage valued at $500, paid 
pastor $560, presiding elder $20, bishops $1, raised for mis' 

-sions $15. 

Berryessa is a suburban community, close to San Jose, in 
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a rich fruit growing region, cHvided into small land holdings, 
■very favorable to the development of a dense population. It 
was an appointment on the circuit for years before it became a 
separate charge. In 1866 Mr. Bowman, its first pastor, re- 
ported 52 members and 40 probationers. Unless some other- 
field was included, this beginning was better than the out- 
come. They also had a church valued at $3. 000, and a Sun- 
day-school with 100 scholars. In 1868. A. C. HazzarH. In- 
1869, J. Daniel. In 187a. J. Baldwin. This according to the 
minutes; howbeit Mr. Hazzard reported the charge the next 
year. In 1871 it was left to be supplied. In 1872, T. B. Hop- 
kins. In 1873 it was callled Berryessa Circuit, and was sup- 
plied by J. F. Burkholder. The name does not appear on the 
list of 1874; it was probably a part of the San Jose Circuit, of 
which A. M. Bailev was pastor. In 1876. A. C. Hazzard. In^ 
1877. A. K. Crawford. In 1878, T. B. Hopkins. In 1880, S. 
T. Sterritt. In 1881, J. S. Fisher. In 1883, W. R. Gober. In 
1884 it was supplied by F. L. Tuttle. In 1886, E. A. Winning. 
In 1887, J. B. Chenoweth. In 1888 it appears by the name of" 
Berryessa, the first time since 1873, with J. B. Chenowethi 
still in charge. In 1889, J. R. Wolf. In 1892, W. B. Priddy. 
In 1893, H. C. Longley. In 1895, C. E. Pettis. In 1896. J. J. 
Martin. His pastorate closes this history. In 1897 he re- 
ported as follows: Members 35, probationers 2, one local 
preacher, 60 scholars in Sunday-school, one church vakied at 
$2,000, one parsonage valued at $1,000, paid pastor $673, pre- 
siding elder $30, bishops $3, raised for missions $24. 

In 1866 San Luis Obispo appears as a charge for the first 
time, though left to be supplied. In 1867, A. B. Spooner. He 
reported 61 communicants. In 1869, A. P. Hendon. In 1870, 
H.J.Bland. In 1871, B. W. Rusk, In 1873 it was left to be 
supplied. The supply remained two years, building a church, 
which was dedicated by the writer in the spring of 1875. The- 
next year it passed into the Southern Conference. 

Santa Barb-ra was a long time coming into sight. It has- 
made up for this in recent years. From reliable sources it ap- 
pears that Adam Bland preached here in 1864. At the same- 
time he organized a class, with a Mr, Banning leader. He 
preached in a private house in the morning, and in the court- 
house at night. He then rested under the stars, studying 
astronomy when unable to sleep. After tfiis only occasional' 
services were held until 1867, when R. R. Dunlap was ap- 
pointed. He reported 43 members and three Sunday-schools, 
but no other items. In 1868, P- Y. GooJ. On the 25th of; 
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July, £869, the corner stone of a new church was laid in Santa 
Barbara. That new church was dedicated by Dr. Thomas, 
December 5th of the same year. The lot was purchased with 
the pastor's own money, and deeded to the Church. The build- 
ing cost $5,824.75. Mr. Cool remained until 1871, leaving a 

-membership of 61. R. Bentley followed him. In 1874, S. 
Bowers. He was reappointed in 1875, but did not remain until 
the end of his second year. H .H. Tevis was pastor the bal- 
ance of the year, and then the charge went out of our con- 
ference. 

Nevada Circuit was a region about Nevada and Grass 
Valley, probably Indian Springs and Rough and Ready. 

"Quitfe as probable it included Red Dog and You Bet. G. D. 
Pinnco was the first pastor, and he was followed the next year 
by C. A. Leaman. It then went out of existence in that form. 
Trinidad was an appointment this year, with J. M. Camp- 
bell in charge. No report from it was made at the next con- 

lierence, nor was any one again appointed. 




It met at Santa Clara. It began September i8th and'. 
closed the 24th. Bishop Thomson, the accomplished scholar,, 
the splendid rhetorician, the profound philosophical Christian, 
presided. It was his only visit to us. He came with his eyes- 
open. He saw more in that brief stay than many would see in 
a long lifetime. Then he knew how to describe what he saw. 
He opened the conference with a popular lecture. It was read, 
and published verbatim in the minutes of that year. It is good 
reading yet. Some of it wtll provoke a smile. It did more 
than that when it was delivered. In these days when expan- 
sion and anti-expansion promise to become the two poles on 
which all American politics ■.;hall turn, it is refreshing to find a 
clergyman who, more than thirty years ago, anticipated, or 
prophesied the speedy annexation of British Columbia and all 
Mexico! After the lecture — "address" it was caJled in the 
minutes — the Sacrament was administered and the conference- 
proceeded to its work. 

J. B. Hill was continued secretary. J. D. Blain was still on 
the roll of our conference, and was now made effective. He 
was appointed agent of the National Temperance Society, but 
his work waa all on the oth^er side of the continent. J. W. 
Ross, Adam Bland and J. B. Hill were elected to the next 
General Conference, and E. Thomas was elected reserve dele- 
gate. William Davis, Hiram C. Tallman, H. D. Bryant, J. A. 
Burlingame, J. Rice and H. Churchman were ordained dea- 
cons under local preacher's rule. G. B. Hinkle came with 
greetings from the Nevada Conference. A resolution favoring- 
the reunion of the Nevada Conference with the California 
was passed. 

Stalislics. At thie close of conference the ministerial roll 
contained 94 names of those in full connection, and i^^ proba- 
tioners. The statistical summaries of the Chnrch at large were- 
as follows. Members. 41792; probationers, 974: local preach- 
ers, 96: churches, 87: probable value, $373,721 ; parsonages, 
58 ; probable value. $47.600 ; Sunday-schools, 142 ; officer.'; and". 
(381) 
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teachers. 1,240; scholars of all ages, 8.676; collected for c 
Jerence claimants. $670.20, to which s'hould be added $75.40, 
-collected in the conference ses'sion ; for missions, $3,210; for 
Church Extension, $193.94; for tracts, $176.54; for Bible So- 
ciety. $485.65: for Centenary Fund, $57,537.27. Concern- 
ing the last item, it may be said that this amount was what 
was actually paid, the former report being, ai least, in part. 
what had been subscribed , Tlie conference received this 
.year $6,000 for English and $2,000 for German work. It will 
be seen that there had been a total increase of above 1,200 
'Communicants in the conference that year. This must be 
largely attributed to the labors of (the Rev. A. B. Earle, who 
had been in all the large cities, and who had not failed to 
awaken an interest wherever he went. A man of but ordinary- 
ability, he was so endowed with power from on high that as- 
tonishing results were often witnessed from his preaching. 

Among the converts of this revival was a man destined to 
take an important part in the work of the Church in following 
years — one of our most useful and faithful laymen. Peter 
Bohl was born of German parents in Cincinnati, October 23, 
1830. He came to Sacramento in 1853. Here he often at- 
tended the Sixth Street Church, and often felt moved to a 
Christian life. Once, under the preaching of Dr. Uriggs. he 
felt that he was a sinner and in need of a Savior. His real 
conversion occurred under the labors of Mr. Earl, on the 26th 
•of December, 1S66. . He immediately united with the Method- 
ist Church, Mr. Ross being pastor, and in that church he has 
lived ever since.. It cost him something in the way of tem- 
poral prosperity to give up all for Chriat, but he counted the ] 
■cost, paid the price, and was blessed in the sacrifice. He is , 
universally respected, and by those wlio know him best, dearly 
loved. He was a lay-delegate to the General Conference in J 
1876. 

But two transfers were made this yeir to our conference — 
Hugh Gibson and F. Bonn. The first was born in Harris- 
burg, Penn., Jidy 12. 1812, and joined the Pittsburg Confer- 
■ence in 1839; he then removed to Iowa in 1844. and thence 
to California in 1866. In 1870 the government appointed him 
Indian agent, which position he filled with, success until his 
health failed, and he was compelled to cease from work. His 
health wss always frail, and he had been twice superannuated 
before coming to California. He died near Los .Angeles. Ko 
vember 9. 1873. His brethren said of him: "Brother Gibson 1 
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was a good preacher, a plain, modest and faithful lahorer in. 
his Lord's vineyard." 

Frederick Bonn has been one of the most faithful and effi- 
cient ministers among the Germans of California, a true 
Christian gentleman, and an earnest, consistent servant of 
Christ. Whether as pastor or presiding elder, his labors have' 
been greatly blessed to the Churc1>. He joined the Xew York 
Conference in 1859. When the East German Conference was. 
formed he naturally fell into that, and from that was trans- 
ferred to this, greatly to the advantage of the work in Cali- 

The name of W. I. N'icliols appears among the appoint- 
ments, but lie was not transferred. He was at the time a mem- 
ber of one of the Western conferences, and was promised a 
trar»fer as soon as hk conference met and passed his cliarac- 
ter. His character did not pass, and he soon ceased to be a 
minister or member of the Methodist Church. He enteredi 
upon the practice of law, and died a few years ago in Lompoc, 

Of the eight probationers received, the following is the- 
record made. Richard May passed his studies of the first and' 
second years, and was received into full connection. The next- 
year he was tried on charges formulated without a knowledge- 
of the precise nature of the evidence that would be brought 
against him. but upon the supposition that a less offense conld 
be found and punished under the charge than the charge itself 
contained. The court found him guilty of imprudent conduct, 
instead of immorahty as charged, but supposing they must", 
find him guilty as charged or free him, they expelled him from 
the Church. He appealed to the next General Conference, 
and that body, ver}- properly, sent it back for a new trial. This; 
trial occurred in 1872, and resulted in the following verdict:- 
"Guilty of grave indiscretion, but inasmuch as he has been se- 
verely punished during the past two years, we recommend that- 
his character pass." This action was taken, but as soon as. 
Mr. May was thus far vindicated, he located. 

A. R. Sheriff was hcensed to preach in Virginia City iit 
1864, and supplied work in that region before joining the- 
Califomia- Conierence. He coutimied in the regiilar work 
until i88r, when he was given a supernumerary relation. He- 
located in 1883. He was afterward engaged, apparently with 
mnch success, in rescue work in San Francisco. 

E. A. Wible has been a faithful worker. He continued in- 
effective work until after the close of this historic period. 
Hie tracks may be seen in all parts of our conference, and im 
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some of its most distant fields. He was born in Westra(wc-: 
land County. Pennsylvania, October 25, 1827, went to Illi- 
nois in 1847, married Miss Sarah Wren, March 27, 1852. was 
licensed to preach in the fall of 1858, came to California in 
1859 across the plan^, received hi'S first appointment from 
Dr, Owen in Georgetown and Pilot Hill. He coiitintied to 
supply charges until 1867, when be was received on trial. 

No man can ask for a better record than John W. Bryant 
has made. Strong of body, vigorous of mind, and true to his 
spiritual convictions, he has won the love and confidence of 
his people in every place where he has toiled. Henry D. Bry- 
ant, no relation of the above, has been already noticed. 

H. C. Tallman had been, like Wible. a conitanl supply for 
several years before he united with the conference. The work 
he has done has amply justified the conference in taking him 
ii>to the itinerant ranks. 

Joel A. Burlingame was never received into full connec- 
tion. He died at his post of duty the very year thai marked 
the close of his probation. 

S. H. Todd was received into full connection in 1869. He 
appears in the list of deacons for 1870, and that year he was 
sent to North San Juan, which charge he duly reported at the'! 
next conference. But beyond that no reference is made tOj 
him in the minutes of 1871. The impression is on the mind' 
of the writer that he was transferred to the Oregon Confer- 
ence near the close of the year. 

Only a few names appear in the list of charecs. Sutter 
Creek appears as a new appointment with G. CHflord as pas- 
tor. The first we know of -services held in that place was by 
W. Hulberi in 1852. It seems to have been overlooked after- 
ward, until Dr. Urmy came upon it oy mistake, as told m an- 
other place. He continued to visit it while he remamed pas- 
tor of the church at lone. In 1851) it became an appendage 
of Jackson, with B. F. Myers in charge. It continued a part 
of the Jackson's work until 1867. when it was set off by itself. 
Amador City became a preaching place under Clifford, who 
"built a church there. The first Board of Trustees for Sutter 
Creek was incorporated in 1862, ivhen I. B. Fish was pastor. 
A church building was erected soon after that, which cost a 
little over $8,800. During the pastorate of Mr. Clifford, a 
building was purchased for a parsonage on Spanish street, 
which is still in use for that purpose. 

From this period on. there can be hut little written except. 
the succession of paitors. In 1869 tlie charge was called Sot- 
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ter and Amador ; supplied by G. W. Brindell. In 1870, J. M. 
Oampbell. In 1872, E. M. Stuart. In 1873, J. W. Stump. 
In 1875, E. A. Hazen. In 1876, C. G. Milnes. In 1878 the 
two churches were separated, with M. D. Buck in Sutter and 
C. G. Milnes in Amador. In 1879 E. E. Dodge was in Sut- 
ter, and W. B. Priddy in Amador. In 1881, J. L. Mann was 
in Amador. In 1882 the two were together, and S. Kinsey 
was in charge. In 1885, C. P. Jones. In 1887, C. E. Pettis. 
In 1890, E. A. Winning. In 1891, T. S. L. Wallis. In 1894, 
•G. O. Ash. In 1895, W. P. Grant. In 1897, G. Clifford. 
Members, 76 ; probationers, 9 ; local preachers, 2 ; scholars in 
Sunday-school 134; one church valued at $3,500; one par- 
sonage, valued at $1,000; paid pastor, $925; presiding elder, 
$75 : bishops, $7 ; raised for missions, $20. 

As Amador City, only about four miles away, has been so 
closely related to Sutter Creek, it will be proper to finish its 
history here. In 1887 it became a separate charge, with A. H. 
Needham for pastor. In 1888, J. R. Wolfe. In 1889, J. P. 
Chynoweth. In 1891, S. Hirst. In 1892, D. W. Calfee. In 
1894, C. E. Pettis. In 1895, J. T. Murrish. In 1897, J. Jef- 
frey. Members, 62; probationers, 7; scholars in Sunday- 
school, 125 ; one church, valued at $1,500; one parsonage, val- 
ued at $1,000 ; paid pastor, $770 ; presiding elder, $70 ; bishops, 
$5 ; raised for missions, $23. 

Just what was embraced in the Oakland Circuit, which 
this year appeared in charge of C. E. Rich, is not known to 
the writer. He reported five members, but no other items. It 
was then discontinued. 

San Andreas was probably a name given this year to the 
work in Calaveras County. E. A. Wible was in charge, who 
reported 39 communicants, two churches valued at $2,200,< 
one parsonage valued at $300, and two Sunday-schools with 
100 scholars. In 1868, J. H. Jones. It was not again in the 
list of appointments. 

Point Arena, or Punta Arena, for there are several varia- 
tions in the spelling of this name in the minutes, was sup- 
plied this year by D. H. Haskins, who reported 36 communi- 
cants and 80 scholars in Sunday-school. In 1868 Mr. Has- 
kins was received on trial and returned. In 1869 it was sup- 
plied by W. Davis. In 1870, N. Van Eaton. He reported 
38 communicants and a parsonage valued at $800. In 1871, 
J. Green. In 1872, S. M. Woodward. In 1874, J. Appleton. 
At the end of his three years he reported 55 communicants, 
two churches valued at $9,000, and one parsonage valued at 
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$i,2oo. In 1877, J. W. Bluett. In 1878, E. A. Hazen. In 
1880, G. Adams. In 1882, A. K. Crawford. In 1883, E. M. 
Stuart. In 1886, L. Fellers. In 1888, E. A. Winning. In 
1890, F. M. Willis. In 1893, W. J. Peters. In 1895, G. M. 
Meese. In 1896, S. M. Woodward. He remained until after 
the close of our historical period. Members, 82 ; probationers, 
8: one local preacher; 90 scholars in Sunday-school; paid 
pastor, $840 ; presiding elder, $70 ; bishops, $5 ; raised for mis- 
sions, $20. 




This conference met in Howard Street Church the i6th of 
September. 1868, and closed September 22. Most of the ses- 
sions were held in Powell Street Church on account of re- 
pairs going on in that where the conference had elected to 
meet. Bishop Scott was with us for the third and last time. 
A new secretary was a necessity on account of Mr. Hill's 
■duties as presiding elder. T, H. Sinex was elected. L. Case, 
James H. Jones and James H. Stonier were ordained deacons 
under local preacher's rule. 

Statistics. At the close of the conference session there 
were 103 members of conference in full connection, and 16 
probationers. Reports from charges give the following sum- 
maries : Members, 5,809; probationers, 876; local preachers, 
■98; churches, 87; probable value, $399,050; parsonages, 61; 
probable value, $55,300; Sunday-schools, 143; officers and 
teachers, 1,241 ; scholars, 8,815; raised for missions, in Sun- 
day-schools $568,90. in churches $2,587.55; for conference 
claimants, $550.95, to which should be added $27 in cur- 
rency from the chartered fund; for ChurcTi. Extension, 
$631.48; tor tracts, $122.78; for Bible Society, $729.29; for 
Sunday-school Union, $182.86. The amount given the confer- 
ence by the Missionary Society was $4,000 for English work, 
and $3,000 for German. The estimated cost of the new Chi- 
nese mission was $3,500 for the year. 

E. A. Hazen was placed on the Marysville District. Mt. 
Shasta was made into two pastoral presiding elder districts, 
Mt. Shasta having W. B. Priddy, and Humboldt having A. 
Shaw for elders. No other changes. Pastoral charges no. 

Among the transfers the names of J. W. Stump and J. E. 
Wickes have been already disposed of ; thev had been off on 
duty in Nevada. H. B. Heacock, R. Bentley, J. E- Trefren, 
George Larkin and O. Gibson were new additions to our roll. 
Of Dr. Gibson we shall have much to say in the history of the 

Chinese work. The others we shall consider here. 

^lenry B. Heacock was born in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, 
(jS7) 
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May i6. 1838. His parents were Quakers by birth and edu- 
cation, but became Methodists before the birth of this son. 
With family worship regularly observed and religious books 
and papers ever at hand, bis mind early turned toward God 
and the Church. At the age of eleven years he joined the 
people of God in the Churdi of his parents. He was neglected 
in the services of the sanctuary, and sometimes passed by in 
the class- meeting, but in spite of it all he continued on the 
"ay. In 1851 his father moved to Wapello County, Iowa. 
Here, working on the farm or in the mill that his father 
owned, and attending school three months in the year, he 
grew up to manhood, .\fter a year in an academy near home, 
in the fall of 1857, he entered the Iowa Wesleyan University, 
and graduated in the full course in 1861. It was with a de- 
cidedly illustrious class that he left his Alma Mater. Drs. L, 
M. Vernon and his broth-er, S. M. Vernon. George W. Gray. 
J. W. McDonald, and others of scarcely less note. He was 
licensed to preach a iew days before his graduation, and in 
September following he joined the Western Iowa — now the 
Des Moines — Conference. His first two years were passed 
in teaching, being principal of Osceola Seminary. He entered 
his more congenial work of the pastorate in 1863. The same 
year he was secretary of his conference, an office he held until 
he came to California five years later. Here he has always 
shared tl>e utmost confidence of his brethren. As pastor, pre- 
siding elder, secretary of the conference, and member of the 
General Conference, he has done his duty faithfully and well. 
He was one of th'C original incorporators of the Pacific Grove 
Retre't. and has retained a responsible relation to that enter- 
prise ever ■since. He and his most excellent wife have suffered 
unusual bereavements in the loss of nearly all their children, 
but their sublime faith and courage have been the admiration. 
as well as wonder, of their large circle of friends. 

Robert Bentley was bom in Cambridge, England. May 6. 
1838. He was baptized and reared in the Church of England 
until twelve years of age. Coming to .\merica when seven- 
teen years of age. he felt tor the first time the certainty of the- 
Divine favor in the forgiveness of his sins. He graduated 
from the Northwestern University in 1862, and the same year 
entered the Rock River Conference. A year later he gradu- 
ated from the Garrett Biblical Institute. He served the fol- 
lowing charges in the Kock River Conference : Lemout. Jef- 
ferson Street. Chicago, South Rockford. West Indiana Street, 
Chicago, and then was transferred to the California Confer- 
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ence. In 1874 lie was transferred to the Oregon Conference* 
and stationed in Taylor Street Church, Portland. He re- 
turned to California in 1876. Dr. Bentley has served with un- 
usual ability most of our larger churches and two of our 
largest districts. He has been especially active in benevolent 
work. Our large and flonrishing orphanages owe more to. 
his enterprise and administrative skill than to any other man's.. 
He, with some others, originated the Home for the Feebitt-- 
minded, which soon after was adopted by the State, and' is- 
now doing a most beneficent work. In all these Christian 
duties his wife has been a willing and very efficient helper. 
With a robust constitution, the very picture of health, he gives; 
promise of many years of future labor in his Master's vine- 
yard. He died suddenly a (ew months after these words were- 
penned. 

J. L. Trcfren joined the Mew Hampshire Conference in- 
1856. He was transferred first to Nevada Conference, where 
he was at work for a time: then came to Cahfornia, During 
the balance of our historic period he has been in the regular 
pastorate, with only one or two years' exception. He is 
well known and much beloved by ministers and members 
throughout the conference. He married Miss Sarah L. Pen- 
niman. a native of New Hampshire, in 1846. She was a faith- 
ful sharer of his burdens until a few years ago, when she wa& 
called home. 

George Larkin was born in Fairfield, Vermont, September 
15, 1825. He was converted at the age of fifteen, in the State 
of New York, under the labors of W. H. Hunter, author o£ 
"Select Melodies." He joined the Iowa Conference in i&tS- 
When the division occurred he became a member of the Upper 
Iowa Conference, whence he was transferred to this. His 
early ministry was characterized by great revivals in many 
places where he worked. At the close of this historical period 
lie had been for fourteen years on the superannuated list. He 
resides near Newcastle. 

Besides the transfers named, there were two who united 
on their credentials from other Methodist bodies — W. T. 
Mayne, from the Australian Wesieyan, and M. Guhl, from 
the Evangelical Association. 

William Thomas Mayne was born in Bawdesy, County of." 
Suffolk, England, August 15, 1828. He was baptized and. 
confirmed in the Church of England. He was converted, 
and joined the Wesieyan Church in 1847. Two years later^ 
being but twenty-one years of age, he was made a locat 
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preacher. He was selected by a committee of London t 
isters for the work in Australia, and in (856 was appointed 
to Sidney East, New South Wales. In 1860 he was ordained 
by Rev. John Eggleston, assisted by others, as an elder in the 
Chnrch of God. That year he was, by his own request, sent 
to Armidale, two hundred and thirty miles beyond previous 
bounds. The 'field he then cultivated is now covered by one 
entire district and parts of two others. After two other ap- 
pointments he came to California. Mayne is a fine type of a 
Christian gentleman — true to the Church and true to his con- 
victions. We may well add, true also to the countrj- he has 
adopted as his home. Generous to a fault, no man ever had a 
truer friend. He became supernumerary in 1895. and super- 
annuated in 1897. 

M. Guhl continued in the German work until 1871, when 
he witlidrew from the ministry. 

There were seven received on trial at this session. Three \ 
were discontinued at the end of one year — WiUiam A. Cheney, 
Leander Case and William P. Gray. David H, Haskins wfas 
discontinued at the end of the second year. 

James Henry Jones did good service on hard appoint- 
ments for more than thirty years. He was born in Cornwall, 
England, Kovember 2. 1823. At th<e age of twenty-five lie 
came to America. He was at that time a strong man bodily, 
of good education for an artisan, a man of vigorous mind, and , 
possesing unusual skill in the trade of a machinist. After 
visiting several places, he settled in Western New York. He 
had been converted before leaving England, and he now , 
identified himself with the M. E. Church. Here he was 
licensed to preach, his license bearing the name of E. Thomas. 
so well known on the Pacific Coast. W'hen Dr. Thomas 
came to Cahfornia he urged Mr. Jones to come with him. 
Though he did not then consent, it is altogether probable 
that his acquaintance with his former presiding elder brought 
him a few years later to our land. In 1857 he had married 
Miss Louisa C. Edwards, a wife eminently fitted to make his 
life useful in the work of the ministry. In 18(^7 he was 
obliged to take a superannuated relation on account of age 
and increasing infirmities. He died February 15. 1898, Dr. 
Jewell said of him, what every member of the conference 
knows to be true. "He was never in any brother's way; none 
scrambled for his appointments, yet possibly many another 
may wish for a crown like his in the number of Ihe star gems 
that adorn it." 
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Isaac J. Ross is a native of Oliio— a brother of J. W. Ross,, 
so well and widely known. He was received into full con- 
nection in due time, and ordained elder in 1872. He took a 
non-effective relation in 1876, since which time he has done 
only irregular work in the pastorate. He was made suparan- 
nuated in 1897. His residence is in San L,eandro. 

S. Morrisson Woodward has been one of our hard-work- 
ing, consistent and faithfid men. He has done valuable sen,'ice 
in the Church on many charges. He still toils on with prom- 
ise of m:iny years of usefulness. 

This year Kentucky Street Church comes into view. It 
was coupled with South San Francisco — a place hard to build 
a church in. as may be seen through all its history. Kentucky 
Street has done better, but has also failed to make a large 
success. C. H. Lawton had been at work in that field previ- 
ous to his appointment in 1868. In 1S69 he reported 32 
communicants, three Sunday-schools, with an aggregate of 
134 scholars, and two churches valued at $10,000. In 1870, 
D. Deal. In 1871, A. M. Bailey. In 1872. T. B. Fish. In 

1873 it was Tennessee Street, with A. M. Bailey in charge. In 

1874 it was Kentucky Street, and G. Newton was pastor. 
During this pastorate a parsonage was built or bought, but 
it was so heavilv involved in debt that it was lost to the 
Church. In 1876, R. W. Williamson, In 1878, it was sup- 
plied bv M. A. Starr. In 1880 it was left to be supplied. In 
t88t. G. H. McCracken. In 1R82. E. A. Hazen. In 1883. A. 
H. Briggs. In 1884, G. S- Holmes. In 1885. H. C. Benson. 
In 1S88. W. S. Bovard. Tn 1889 it took the name of Potrero 
Church, without change of pastor. In 1891. G. W. Beattv. 
In 1892, M. H. Alexander. In 1893, E. P. Dennett. In 
1896. D. W. Chilson, whose pastorate closes this period. 
Members, 70: probationers, 13; one local preacher: 125 
scholars in Sunday-school : one church, valued at $6.500 : paid 
pastor, $700: presiding elder, $35; bishops, $g: raised for 



S^n Rafael appears this year for the first time in the list 
of appointments. B. W. Rush was in charge. It is coupled 
with Olema. and this no doubt was what had been evolved 
from the Marin Circuit. We may say once for all that Olema 
has been a hard place to build up. A dairy country, sparsely 
inhabited, and the toilers mainly foreign, the Churcb. element 
has always been very weak. Even in 1897 there were but five 
members, two probationers, and one local preacher, who was 
the pastor of the church. The Sunday-school had but fifteen 
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scholars, and they paid the pastor $375. Yet they had two 
churches of an aggregate value of S3. 500, and one parsonage 
valued at $800. with abundance of ground for ornamental and 
useful purposes. 

San Rafael, as a suburb of San Francisco, has had a better 
history. It has had one element of a promised age — slow 
growth. The first official report of members in Marin County 
was in 1864. when there were 11 communicants. In i86y San 
Rafael stood alone, with Rusk still in charge. That year there 
were 19 communicants, and a parsonage valued at $1,200. but 
no church. In 1870, W. Hulbert. The next year he reported 
a church worth $3,500, but no parsonage. Who can explain? 
In 1871 it was supplied by Aaron Williams, a local preacher. 
In 1873, N. Burton. San Quentin was then an appendage of 
it. In 1875. E. A. Ludwick. In 1876. G. W. Eeatty. In 1877 
Bolinas was added, though generally this place went with Ole- 
ma. In 1879. W. M. Woodward. In 18S2. W. M. Johnson. 
In 1S84, D. Deal. In 1885. J. A. Bruner. In 1887. W. F. 
Warren. In 1888. E. P. Dennett. In 1889, N, F, Bird. He 
and Deal, before mentioned, both died during the year. In 
1890. j. Blackledge. In 1892. J. S. Fisher. In 1894, A. S. 
■Gibbons. In 1895. A. J. Kelson. In 1896, H. J. Winsor. 
In T897, E. E. Dodge. The trouble has been a great debt 
contracted in moving the church to a business part of the city, 
on an expensive lot. We have not the members of 1897 re- 
ported, but take the report of 1896. The other items are from 
the report of 1897. Members 16. Sunday-school scholars 42. 
one church valued at $6,000, one parsonage vakied at $1,500. 
paid pastor $540, presiding elder $8, raised for missions $5. 

Clayton appeared with Summerville. with K. \'an Eaton 
in charge. He reported 31 communicants, and a church worth 
.$1,500. In 1869. R. Kenwick. In 1870, V. Rightmeyer. In 
1872 Clayton was dropped from the name, and Somerville was 
with Antioch. 

Lafayette and Liverniore did not remain long together 
for the next year it was Lafayette and San Ramon, with G. 
McKae in charge. In 1870 it was alone with A. Williams in 
■charge. In i^i it was supplied by R. B. Schofiekl. In 1872, 
C. A. E. Henri. In 1873 it was dropped from the list, but 
Walnut Creek appears at the rsame time, and Lafayette has 
since that time been an integral part of that charge. 

Eden and .'\ntioch. this year classed together, did not long 
remain in partnership, for in 1870 Eden stood alone with C. A, 
E. Hertel in charge. It then disappears. San Phillipc was 
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somewhere on the Santa Clara District, with G. B. Bowman 
in charge. It seems to have died before the district did, as it 
does not again appear. San Duena \'entiira, with R. R. Dun- 
lap in charge, belonged to the same di^strict. In 1870. G. O. 
Ash. In 1871 it was left to be supplied. In 1872 it was 
dropped from the list, but Ventura takes its place, and will 
be considered further on. 

Wheatland, on the railroad, between Sacramento and 
Marysville, was this year placed in charge of C. A. Leaman 
as a supply. He reported 22 communicants, and 25 scholars 
in Sundav-school. In i86y. P. Grove. In 1870, supplied by 
J. Cummings. In 1872, L. B. Hinman. In 1873 it was Wheat- 
bnd and Nicholas, with G. Larkin in charge. In 1874, W, S. 
Corwin. In 1877, and the next year, it was left to be sup- 
plied, and was then dropped from the list. While William T. 
Pascoe was a farmer in the neighborhood of Wheatland, a 
church was an easy possibility ; but when he moved away it 
was different, A Methodist from Cornwall, England, he was 
ever loyal to the Church and his pastor. He died at Bartlett 
Springs, July 8th, 1884. His excellent wife followed him not 
many years later. 

In early times Green Valley was a part of the Sonoma Cir- 
cuit, traveled by S. D. Simonds. Then it was a part of the 
Russian River Circuit. Still later it was a part of the Bodego 
Circuit, Then it became an appendage of Santa Rosa. While 
G. Cli£[ord was in charge, as long ago as 1866, in connection 
with the record of the marriage of William Crist and Rosa 
Jackson, both of Sebastopol, he wrote these words in the 
Church record at Green Valley : "The first couple I have mar- 
ried in California." This Mr. Crist owned, and conducted, a 
hotel in Sebastopol, in which was a hall for dancing. Here 
Mr, Clifford held services until he could secure a lot and build 
a church, which was in use in 1867. That year a very excel- 
lent revival occurred in Green Va!le>", in a school house where 
ser\'ices were held. In 1868 Green \'alley was detached from 
Santa Rosa, and J. J. Cleveland placed in charge. In i86g, 
N. Van Eaton, In 1870, W. S. Bryant. In 1871. H. C. Tall- 
man. It was during hi^ pastorate that Giierneville was made 
a preaching place. In 1874, E. A. Winning. In 1876. R. L. 
Harford. In 1877. J. Appleton, That year quite a loss was 
sustained by the organization of a Congregational Church in 
Green Valley. In 1878. J. L, Burchard. In 1881. J, Smith. 
The charge had been called one year before. Green Valley and 
Occidental, Mr. Smith organized three classes for children. 
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from which came 15 members of the Church. During his two 
years' pastorate dissensions grew out of the subject of holi- 
ness, under the lead of Newton and others. In 1883, H. C. 
Tallman. He had a hard struggle with "come-outers," lost 
in all about twelve members, but others came to fill their 
places, and the end was triumph. In 1886 Green Valley only 
was named, with L. Ewing in charge. In 1888, H. B. Shel- 
don. In 1889 Green Valley and Occidental were again to- 
gether, and H, C. Langley was appointed with Mr. Sheldon. 
In i8go. it was Green >'al!ey alone with Sheldon in charge. 
In 1891 it was Green Valley and Forestville, with C. F. 
Coy in charge. In 181^2 it was again alone, with Cov in 
charge. In 1S93, F. M. Willis. In 1894. II. C. Tallman.' In 
1897, C. E. Irons. Members 114, probationers 6, one local 
preacher, two S mid ay-sc hoots, with 80 scholars, two churches 
valued at $1,950. one parsonage worth $850, paid pastor $600 
presiding elder $40, bishops $4. raised for missions $4. 

Los Angeles Circuit was a region of uncertain dimensions, 
to which A. P. Hendon was sent. He reported 54 communi- 
cants and 80 'Scholars in Sunday-school. It was then left off 
the list of appointments, no doubt appearing under another 
name. 

The same may be said of the Stockton Circuit, though it 
is certain it embraced French Camp. In 1869, J. H. Jones. 
In 1870. J. Appleton. In 1S72, G. t!. Bowman. In 1874, it 
was left to be supplied. In 1875 it was supplied by J. W. 
Rixon. In 1876 it took on some other name, at least there 
was no Stockton Circuit in the list of appointments. 

Silveyville and Capay had W. S, Corwin for pastor. This 
wa-s a part of the old Cache Creek Circuit. In 1858 a few per- 
sons organized a Church under the pastoral supervision of 
J. W. Leach, the local preacher, afterward in the confirr- 
ence. The Church consisted of J. W, Leach. John A. Leach, 
Marion Leach, Ellen Toxill. Emilv West. Charles West. 
Charles K. Seeley. Salina Seeley. John Reed. Joseph Reed. E. 
B. Reed and Wm. Reed. They held their meetings in a school 
house, a httle more than one mile from Silveyville. In a year 
they had increased to about thirty. In 1863 G. W. Murphy 
was appointed as a supply. The historian says he "was a man 
of robust constitution, fiery disposition, and radical in his 
views. A man for the times." In 1864 Henry Houlel was the 
supply. In 1865 it became a part of the Binghamplon work, 
and was never a separate appointment thereafier. until 1868. 
when W. S. Corwin was in charge. In 1870, C. G. Belknap. 
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W. Angwin was appointed to Relief Hill and Eureka in 
1868, and that charge had quite a history. Either Angwin 
did not go. or he w:s changed before the end of the year, for 
G. G, Waher reported it at the next conference. It then had 
2\ communicants. .10 scholars in Sunday-school, and a church 
valued at $450. The supply for 1869 is not named in the 
minutes. In 1870 it was supplied by C. A. Leaman. In 1871 
N. Van Eaton. In 1872 it was left to be supplied. In 1873, 
W. B. Priddy. In 1874 it was left to be supplied. In 1875 
it ws not in the hst of appointments. 

I'etahmia Circuit was made a charge this year with J J. 
Cleveland pastor. He remained two years and then reported 
50 comminiioants. It was left to be supplied in 1S7 1 . and then 
is dropped from the list. 

There wr-s a Berryessa on the Petaluma District as well as 
■on the San Francisco. It was supplied this year by M. Morrie. 
In 1870, J. Green. In 1871 it did not appear in the list. 

The history of our Chinese work properly conies in at this 
place. It deserves a whole volume, and it is to be hoped that 
some one will undertake to do that work. Here we can of 
■necessity only give a few outlines. The information given is 
much of it from the pen of Mrs. Gibson, to whom the quota- 
tions must be credited. Though Chinese began coming to 
this State very soon after the discovery of gold, nothing worth 
naming was done for their evangelization until the year now 
tmder consideration. There was an impression among the 
ministry that something ought to be done, and resolutions 
were ag.iin and again passed to that effect. There was one 
thing imperatively needed, and that was a man who would 
make it his own especial work. The man came in the summer 
of 1868. Otis Gibson was sent by authority of the Missionary 
Society and the appointment of Bishop Thompson, whose 
Tibservations in the country had led him to take a lively inter- 
est in the introduction of missionary labors among these for- 
eigners. 

"Otis Gibson was born in Moira, Frankhn County, New 
York. Dec. 8th, 1826. Hia parents and grand parents were of 
£0od New England slock, and honored members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. The sudden death of his brother 
when Otis was thirteen or fourteen years of age, turned his 
thoughts to spiritual things, and he gave his heart to Christ. 
He felt called to preach, but had marked out for himself the 
study of law. The call seemed imperative, and he at length 
yielded his will to the Spirit, and, as well as he could, began 



2g6 FIFTY YEAUS OF JIETflODlSJI. 

to prepare for his life work. He labored on the farm sum- 
mers, taught district school winters, and took a turn spring 
and fall at the Franklin Academy. Before he was twenty 
years old he was licensed to exhort. When he was twenty- 
two yeare old he entered Dickinson College. He was without 
means, but had a brave heart and a determination to secure 
a collegiate education.'' After one year he was obliged to re- 
turn home with what the doctors called chronic disease of 
the lungs. He had overtasked his strength. He remained one 
year in useful work, and then returned to the college. He 
graduated in 1854, and was immediately selected as a mis- 
sionary to Foochow, China. Previous to his departure for 
his field of labor he married the woman who so iaithfully 
shared his toils, and has survived his death. He reached his 
field of labor in August, 1855. 

Up to tliat time there had not been a single convert to 
Christianity in our mission, though it had existed for about 
six years. He set about his work with his usual zeal, and 
lived to see converts to the cause he represented. An incident 
will serve to show the spirit of this man of deeds. "He could 
neither sing nor play, but was anxious that his pupils should 
learn to sing Christian hymns. He requested one of the mem- 
bers of the mission, who was an accomplished musician, to 
teach them. After a few attempts he told Mr. Gibson that he 
could not, as their efforts would drive "him insane. Mr. Gib- 
son then spent all the moments he could spare in picking out a 
few tunes on a melodeon. Then he called up the boys to take 
singing lessons. His efforts were rewarded, after long and 
patient teaching, in seeing them in the choir and leading the 
congregation in hymns of praise." He was further rewarded 
in knowing that from that school for boys, over which he had 
been placed, came some of the most useful members and 
preachers in China. With all his other cares he gave consid- 
erable lime to literary pursuits. One work of his nas been 
extensively used in all the Chinese missions; this was a full 
list of references to the New Testament. 

After ten years of labor in this field he returned to America 
and entered the pastorate. He was always longing for such 
work, as he often said to his more intimate friends. But his 
value was loo great in mission work to escape the eyes of the 
appointing power. He was dragged from his pleasant work 
among the friends and neighbors of his youth, and sent lo 
take charge of the new mission on the Pacific CoasL Here 
he had to learn a new language, that of Foochow being no 
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help to him among the Chinese in California. He once said to 
the writer that he could liave learned the Cantonese dialect 
sooner if he had never learned that of the people of Foochow. 
While engaged in mastering the language he was also active in 
introducing Chinese Snnd ay -schools in churches all over the 
State. The Chinese were very anxious to learn to read the 
English language, and such knowledge was of priceless value 
in bringing about their Christianization. At the end of the 
first year Dr. Gibson reported ten or twelve such scihools in 
our own Church, and six or seven in others. Considering the 
prejudice which had to be overcome, and the apathy that had 
to be removed, one can easily imagine tlie amount of preach- 
ing, lecturing and pleading necessary to secure these results. 

Dr. Gibson soon saw that a Home was a necessity to 
the work, and on representation of the facts to the parent 
Board, he received the promise of enough to erect a suitable 
building if he wotdd collect $5,000 toward it in this region. 
He soon secured $8,000, and the building, numbered gi6 
Washington street, was the result. It was dedicated free of 
debt on Christmas Day, 1870. Eternity alone can tell what 
blessings have come to heathen souls within the walls of that 
friendly home of the Chinese. 

The next step in our Chinese work was to inaugurate 
measures to rescue women from slavery. Thousands of these 
were brought to California and sold into the most infamous 
slaverj- the world ever saw. To* these the stars and stripes — the 
boasted symbol of liberty — furnished not the shghtest protec- 
tion. Heathen women in slavery died under the shadow of 
Christian Churches, and no hand was held out to help them. 
Common humanity could do no less than attempt some pro- 
cess of deliverance. The Women's Foreign Missionary S<*- 
ciety was appealed to, but they decided that their constitu- 
tion would not permit their undertaking any enterprise on 
American soil. There was one other recourse and that was 
resorted to, a Society for this express purpose, by those on 
the ground and acquainted with the facts. In August, 1870, 
"The Women's Missionary Society of the Pacific Coast" was 
duly organized in Ssn Francisco. The officers were as fol- 
lows: Mrs. E. R. Philhps, president; Mrs. E. Burke, and 
Mrs. R. Bentley, vice-presidents ; Mrs. J. T. McLean, corres- 
ponding secretary: Mrs, Morrell, recording secretary; Mrs. J, 
R. Sims, treasurer. There were six other chater members, 
only three of whom the writer is able to give, Mrs. R. McEl- 
roy, Mrs. E. C Gibson and Mrs. Jane Walker. 
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"Mrs. E. R. Phillips wais born in Pennsylvania. Was con- 
verted ill a Methodist meeting. Her wealthy father was great- 
ly distressed. When she united with tlie despised Church he 
turned her out from her home of luxury and ease. Some 
good Methodist sister gave her a home aiid she began teach- 
ing for a living. She soon married George S- Phillips, a Meth- 
odist preacher, who had appreciated her rare culture no le«s 
than her fair face and gentle bearing. After Dr. Phillips' 
death she returned to San Francisco and lived with her 
daughter, Mrs. Austin Moore. Then she became interested in 
the Chinese, and began teaching in the Sunday-school and 
trying in every way to bring them to a saving knowledge of 
the truth. She was called East to minister to her father, who 
had long since become reconciled to her. She died a number 
o( years ago, a woman fully consecrated to Gor'." 

Of the first wife of John R. Sim^s, Mrs. Gibson says: "Her 
name is as ointment poured forth, the perfume of which will 
last while Methodism endures in San Francisco, A woman 
of grand executive ability, large-hearted and of tender sympa- 
thies. The work among the Chinese appealed to lier, and 
with heart and soul she entered into it. When she was called 
to her door during the Sand Lot troubles, and was told that 
her pleasant home would be in asheii some fine morning unless 
she dismissed her Chinese servant, she withstood the threat. 
and dumbfounded the intruder by reading him a lecture, and 
declaring that she would not dismiss her servant, and her 
home would not be burned. He shrank away like a coward 
that he was. She died before she wa« forty years old. missed 
and mourned by all who knew her." 

"Mrs. Mary F. McLean, wife of Dr. J. T. McLean, was 
our first corresponding secretary. We owe much to her 
ready pen in appeals for money to carry on the work of the 
Society, A woman of great ability, of good judgment, fine 
intellect and education. She was well fitted for a high place 
among the gifted women of our Church. She was humble and 
retiring, always thinking others better than herself. It \ 
in her home that she shone with brightest luster. She took 
the first woman who sought protection of the Woman's Mis- 
sionary Society into her own family, taught her to work, and 
devoted her evenings to teach her to read and speak English, 
and also to teach her that the Bible was the Word of God 
and the rule of Christian living. Doubtless Jin Ho has greet«ct 
her among that multitude which no man can number, of all 
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nations, and kindred, and peoples and tongues, that stand be- 
for the throne. She died in 1896." 

"Mrs. Jane Walker, teacher and matron of the girls' school, 
was bom in England, but when a babe, her parents came to 
the United States, and settled near Rochester, New York, 
Her father died when she was very young and her mother 
when she was but thirteen years of age. She was converted 
in early lite and immediately began to work for the Master. 
She went to Chicago to an older sister, and there met, and 
married, "Lysander Walker, who, after coming to California, 
became a Methodist preacher and member of the California 
Conference. Nothing but good was ever spoken of Mrs. 
Walker while a minister's wife, and to the extent of her abil- 
ity she was active in Sunday-school and Church work. The 
sorrow of her Hfe came, and nearly crushed her, but while she 
felt all earthly supports fail, she but clung the closer to her 
Savior, and bravely supported herself by her needle. She 
came into the mission through an inspired thought of Mrs. 
McElroy. She took up the work with fear and trembling, 
hut became .so thoroughly absorbed in her dutie.s that she 
never flinched or shrank from any part of her work, however 
disagreeabSe it might be. The Chinese trusted her and called 
her mother. With her own hands she administered to the 
sick in the school and to the Chinese outside. More than once 
or twice or thrice, I have seen the dying one turn to Mrs. 
Walker, and while struggling for breath, thank her dear teach- 
er for all her care, and love, and instruction. When in her 
own last moments she, with fixed gaze, brightened up, and a 
smile broke over her face, 1 could but think that perhaps 
Yoke Yeen, or Ah Moe, or Sing Choy. might have been 
among those who vvere sent as ministering spirits, to bend 
above her dying pillow, and conduct her to the presence of 
the King. She died in January, 1895." 

"Mrs. E. Burke, for many years recording secretary of the 
Woman's Missionary Society;, was a bright, cheerful woman, 
faithful to her trust, loyal to the work, and kind to the poor 
and unfortunate. She was eagerly sought for to become a 
leader in benevolent societies. She died a few years ago." 

"Mrs. Serena Goodall. wife of Capt. Charles Goodall, 
"whose name is mentioned with tender reverence by her for- 
'^ ler associates in mission work, though not a charter member 
" the Socety, was for more than twenty years its beloved pres- 
^. lent. She was large-hearted, broad-minded, genial, generous 
and kind. She was beloved by al! who were so fortunate as 
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to know her. She planned wisely for the Society, and tbe 
school girls were indebted to her thoughtfulness for many a 
pleasant outing and picnic, at a time that it was considered 
perilous to let them he seen abroad. She was intelligent, 
brave and energetic, and was not ashamed to be known as the 
friend of the Chinese. She died in 1893. The other charter 
members of the Society, so far a? I know, are still hving. Mrs. 
McElroy was for many years treasurer of the Society, contin- 
uing in that office until the work of the Society was adopted 
by the Oriental Bureau of the Woman's Home Missionary So- 
ciety." Mrs. L. P. Williams richly deserves mention in this 
connection, as one of the faithful few whose record is on high 
as a worker here, and in other fields of Christian benevolence. 

And now, what came of this effort to save women from the 
terrible fate into which the cupidity of some, and the vicious- 
ness of others, woukl have hurled them? First, a word about 
its legal status. On appeal to the Missionary Committee the 
work of these women was cordially adopted, and an appropria- 
tion made annually for its support. This made the Woman's 
Society a regular auxiliary to the parent board of missions, 
and all moneys obtained by these women credited on the reg- 
ular missionary collections of the several charges. As to 
results in saving the Chinese women, the inauguration of it 
was by no means promising. Nearly a year passed after the 
Home was ready for use before it had an inmate. In October. 
187!, Jin Ho was rescued from the bay, where she had cast 
herself in despair, attempting suicide. She was taken to the 
Home, and cared for until married to a Christian Chinaman. 
She died about seven years later, having led a faithful, con- 
sistent hfe. From that time they began to come more fre- 
quently. Over four hundred have been saved by this enter- 
prise. One hundred and fifty of these have been baptized and 
received into the Church. Out of these some have become 
Hible readers, others teachers, and still others interpreters and 
missionaries, to their country women, either here or in their 
native land. 

As for Dr. Gibson's further efforts in the Chinese mission, 
we shall see much of it in the reports of work and workers, 
for Chnrches have been formed, preachers admitted to the 
conference, and yet many of the fruits of the mission have 
returned to tlieir native land, some to engage in Christian 
labor where we have no missionaries, but where others have. 

There is a phase of this work that we must take space to 
consider. The time came when the life of our missionary 
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was in clanger. The mission building was mobbed. Windows- 
were broken, stones were thrown into the rooms, and all man- 
ner of threats made by the howling mass without. The con- 
duct of Dr. Gibson was dignified and fearless. He was ready 
to die at his post, but not ready to surrender the rights be held 
a* an American citizen to the claims of foreigners who never 
learned in their own country, or from the Church in which 
they were raised, the first lesson of civil liberty. He was a 
broad-minded man; he knew the difiSculties of unrestricted' 
importation of Chinese labor, and was not opposed to decent 
measures for preventing their coming to these shores, but he 
would give his life in defence of the men who had come under' 
treaty stipulations, and whose oiily offence was one every 
Californian bad committed — going where openings promised' . 
remunerative returns, of labor. 

The strain of toil, and the abuse heaped upon him, at last 
undermined his health. November loth, 1884, he was stricken 
with paralysis. For two or three months he hoped that he 
might resume his work in time, but other complications set 
in, and be knew tiiat he must die. Then occurred one of 
tlrase remarkable experiences that sometimes happen to the 
best of God's children. For nearly two weeks it seemed as 
though the powers ot darkness had been let loose upon him^ 
It was only in seeming, for the everlasting arms were about 
him and triumph came gloriously. He was able to say from 
his heart, "Thy will be done." When all ready to go he was 
most wonderfully spared. With peace in his heart that passed' 
all understanding the Christian hero waited for his crowning. 
He waited a long time, even years, but deliverance came on' 
the 25tb day of January. 1889. He was only 62 years old. 
Would that he might have fought the battle longer, for such' 
soldiers are scarce. 

The mission was very fortunate in securing the services. 
of Frederick J. Masters. He was born in 1851 in Evesham, 
England, near Stratford-on-Avon. the home of Shakespeare.. 
Soon after graduating from Richmond College, he went on a 
mission in Canton. China. Here he married Miss Galbraith, 
also a missionary, but of the Presbyterian Church. Dr. Mas- 
ters became a great scholar in the Chinese literature and lan- 
guage. A man gifted in oratory and writing, be could have 
made his mark in any field of English labor. He commanded 
the respect of all. His labors were appreciated by the secular 
' press. Overworked, he went to his old home in the summer 
Wiat 1899, and saw his aged mother and other relatives. His 
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letters, written during his absence, were specimens of the 
"highest type of Hterary ability. He returned but little im- 
proved in health. He went at his work when he should have 
had further rest. Still, no one dreamed that the man of such 
a. noble physique, the very picture of health a few years ago, 
could be near his end. But so it was. He died at his home 
in Berkeley, Jan. 2d, 1900, lamented by all. 

In 187 1 we find the first report of members in the mission. 
A small beginning, only four in full connection, and two Sun- 
day-scTiools, with an aggregate of 100 schqlars. In 1872 the 
number had increased to 9, but a year later there were only 
8, with 3 probationers. In 1874 there were 18 in full con- 
nection, 3 probationers, and one local preacher. The growth 
since then has been normal and healthy, though not rapid. 
In 1884 the first fruits of this mission were admitted on trial 
in an Annual Conference. Chan Han Fan, a Chinaman, was 
received into the Puget Sound Conference, and K. Miyama 
Avas received into that of California. The latter was no less 
a fruit of this mission because he was a Japanese. In 1893 the 
Chinese work was set apart in a separate district. In 1894 
the first probationer was received into the California Confer- 
ence, although local preachers had been employed as supplies 
for several years previous. 

Our history closes with a Chinese district, having six ap- 
pointments, one member of conference and two probationers, 
while in the Church at large there were 174 members, 37 proba- 
tioners, 4 local preachers, five Sunday-schook having an ag- 
gregate of 264 scholars, and this Church raised for missions 

$367. 




1869. 

The Seventeenth Conference. 

This Conference was held in Napa, Bishop Kingslev pre- 
siding. In order to favor the Bishop's visit to Asia, the ses- 
sion began on the 26th of August, nearly two weeks earlier 
than nsiial. It must be remembered that the Bishop never 
returned from this trip, but died in Syria, where his body now 
lies. The conference closed on the 31st of the same month. 
H. I!. Heacock was elected secretary'. We received $30 from 
the Chartered fund, which when reduced to a gold value 
amounted to $23.75. The following Chinese were transferred 
to this conference in order to be elected to deacon's orders : 
Hu Po Mi. Hu Sing Mi. Hu Song Mi. Sung Ching Sing, Tek 
Ing K.uang, Sin Sek Ong. Le Su Me. Sing Meng Chich, Ung 
Sek Sing. They were all re- transferred except Tek Ing Ku- 
ang, who remained a member of this conference, until one 
was formed in Foochow. M. C. Briggs and E. Thomas were 
appointed to bear fraternal greetings to the Pacific Confer- 
ence of the Church South, the first instance of the kind in our 
history. The reported vote on lay representation, on the part 
of lavnien in the bounds of the conference, was as follows: 
For lay representation 937, against lay representation 438. 
The conference vote on the same subject stood 68 for and i8- 
against. R. B. Schofield was elected deacon under local 
preacher's rule. 

Statistics. — The membership of the conference at the 
close of the session was 107 in full connection, and 14 proba- 
tioners. The churches showed a membership of 5.193 in ful! 
connection, 783 probationers, and 93 local preachers. There 
were 93 churches valued at ^90,050, and 55 parsonages val- 
ued at $55,250. Raised for Conference Claimants $618.20, 
for missions $3,957.79, for Church Extension $248, for tracts 
$88.32, for Bible Society $990.22, for Sunday-schools $95.35- 
[/There were 146 Snnday-sdhools, 1,216 officers and teachers, 
(303) 




^04 



TIPTY TEARS OF METHODISM. 



and 8.707 scholars. We received $3,000 from the missld- 
society for the English, and $2,650 for the German work. 

G. Clifford was placed on the Petaluma District this year. 
and J, MoKelvey on the Hum>boIdt. No other district 
-changes. The pastoral charges numbered 113. 

Edelbert S. Todd came to lis from China where he had 
been a missionary for a few years preceding. He joined the 
New Yot^k- Conference in 1867. and in 1883 was transferred 
back to work in that city. He was a very successful pastor, 
•and his departure was much regretted. 

A. M. Hough had been a missionary in Montana before 
■coming to California. When the conference was divided he 
was in the Southern part of the State and so fell into that 
conference. The interest he has taken in providing for Con- 
ference Claimants, Ihave greatly endeared him in the eyes of 
Ihis brethren there. He was a man of good education; fine 
abilities, and is remembered pleasantly by his brethren in the 
■old conference.* 

Andrew J. Nelson was born in RiishvilJe, Ohio, July 30th, 
1828. Having made choice of a profession, he went a full 
course in the Ohio Wesleyan in order to fit himself for the 
study of law. Helping himself financially by teaching, he was 
in Cedarville when Dr. Dennett was pastor of the church in 
"that place. In a gracious revival which occurred there, he was 
converted and joined the Church. He immediately felt called 
to preach the gospel, and all hi* plans in life were changed. 
He went to the Northwest, and in 1855 was received into the 
Wisconsin Conference on trial. His first appointment was St. 
Anthony's, Minnesota. Dr. Dennett says his "Minnesota 
ministry reads like a romance. Rev. Chauncey Hobart, the 
Minnesota Conference historian, makes frequent mention of 
Dr. X'elson, and the part he took in the moral and religious 
development of the Northwest. In 1858, with others, he head- 
ed a band of enlisted men against the Indians, and by quick 
and energetic action averted much bloodshed. It was in this 
campaign, while he was preaching an impromptu sermon from 
the saddle at Belle Prairie, that Thomas Harwood, who has 
done such heroic work in New Mexico, surrendered himself 
■to the work of the Lord." Dr. Nelson continued in the regu- 
lar work as professor, or pastor, or presiding elder, until 1^3. 
when he was transferred to the Arkansas Conference, and sta- 
tioned at Brownscome Memorial Church in Ft. Smith. He 
•Since deceaseil 
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returned in 1895 and died in San Francisco, August 12th, 
1897. His wife, formerly Miss Patterson, is left to mourn his 
loss. Few mintls of greater acLiteness have been in the min- 
istry on this coast. He was moreover a true friend, a loyal 
Christian, and a faithful husband and father. 

George N'ewton came to us from the North Indiana Con- 
ference, which body he joined in i86r. In 1876 he withdrew 
from the Methodist Church and became a minister of the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church. He made an effort to organize a 
Church of that denomination, but failed. In 1878 he returned 
to the conference, being received on his credentials from the 
Reformed Episcopal Church. About two years later he be- 
came president of a State association for the promotion of 
holiness. In 1882 he took a supernumerary relation to the 
conference, after which he gave his whole time to the work of 
the association. In 1883, contrary to his wishes, he was put 
upon the effective list, and rather than take work, he located. 
In 1886 he held revival services in Eureka contrary to the ex- 
pressed wishes of the pastor of the Methodist Church, C. E. 
Rich. The latter named went through the proper disciplinary 
steps, and then preferred charges. He was tried in Alameda, 
where at the time he held his residence. He was found guilty 
as charged, and refusing to promise a discontinuance of his 
practice of holding meetings contrary to the express law of 
discipline, he was expelled. He appealed to the next session 
of the Annual Conference, but the verdict and penalty were 
confirmed. His labors in Cahfornia soon closed, and his 
after history does not belong in these records. 

A. K. Crawford was a graduate of the Wesleyan at Middle- 
town, and also of the Concord Biblical Institute. He joined 
the New York East Conference in i860, and was transferred 
from that to California. He remained in the work until 1883, 
when he was transferred to the Oregon Conference. Three 
years later he located and returned to California. Soon after- 
ward he joined the Congregational Church. He died near the 
time when this history closes. 

Alexander Barris was born in Chautauqua County, New 
York, November 28th, 1814. He was converted in early lite. 
Attended Allegany College, faut did not graduate. Was ad- 
mitted on trial in the Erie Conference in 1839. He was not in 
effective relation to this conference at the time of his transfer, 
but was transferred by request of the California Confer- 
ence on account of the interest he took in the University of 
the Pacific. The only appointment he ever received in this 
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State was to the position of local agent of that institution, Tn ' 
1874 he was given a supernumerary relation to the conferencCj 
and in 1887 he was superannuated. He passed peacefully to his 
rest at Cottage Grove, near San Jose, November 17th. 1899. 
W. T. Mayne. who spent much time with him in his last sick- 
ness, says of him, "Through his long and terrible sufferings he 
murmured not, and kept his heart in sympathy with the living 
present. Glad to see his friends when they called, he willingly 
excused those who did not come." 

Besides the transfers above named, Richard M. Hammond 
was re-admited as an elder. He came to us from the Canada 
Wesleyan Conference, which body he joined in 1850. He lo- 
cated in 1872. 

Eight probationers were received at this conference. John 
Appleton has been a faithful worker. He is well known over 
most parts of the conference. After twenty-nine years of ser- 
vice he was given a superannuated relation to the conference 
in i8y6. 

William C. Damon was a man of good education, whose 
work in the conference was mostly in the Xapa Collegiate 
Institute. He was a professor in that sdiool for about nineteen 
years. In 1870 he wa'S appointed a missionary to Utah. At 
the conference of iScji his character passed as usual, but the 
writer is unable to find what became of him after that time. 
As he was no longer on the conference roll it is presumable 
that he was transferred to some other conference. 

Moses P. Farnham was discontinued at the end of two 

A young man of 

great promise. The second year of his probation he died, , 
greatly beloved by all who knew him. 

The preachers at Downieviile and Grass Valley in the early 
days had good occasion to know Solomon Kinsey. He was a 
layman that could be relied upon. He had had convictions of 
duty concerning the ministry, and had made some preparation 
therefor, but he preferred a layman's burden, which he carried 
right royally. In 1868 he was in a prosperous business in 
Grass Valley, but certain questions of conscience arose be- 
tween him and his partner, and not being able to agree, he sold 
out at a sacrifice, and moved to Napa. His thoughts again 
turned lo the duly he would gladly omit, and hit. wife, a most 
excellent woman, urged him to take it up, and he did. For 
thirty years he has been a man of one work. His wife left him 
for the better land many years ago, but he brushed away the 
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"tears and went right on with his work. Who lives long in any 
part of the region covered by the California Conference will 
see the steps of Solomon Kinsey not far away. 

Richard Kemick was received into full connection in 1871. 
In 1873, under the name in the minutes of R. Renwick, no 
doubt a clerical mistake, he located. 

John H. Peters was a native of Cornwall, and a young man 
of promise. He married Miss King, formerly of Iowa Hill, 
In the division of the conference he became a member of the 
Southern branch. 

In November 1865 there was a flood in Marysville. Boats 
could go up and down D street, and enter the finest stores. 
The flood and Mrs. Wm. Gummow gave us two valuable 
Church members, one of whom, became a preacher. It hap- 
pened on this wise. The water was so near Mrs. Gummow's 
door that a boat was hitched to her fence. Two young men 
emerged from the boat whom she saw to be Enghshmen, and 
badly the worse for liquor. She thought to warn them and 
said, "Take care you young Englishmen, you have too much 
liquor aboard to be running a boat." One of them, Wm. Lea 
by name, said, "You are an English woman, let me sliake your 
hand and think of my mother." His request was granted, and 
another askeii. "When you are sober come and see me." 
"May 1 bring my friend with me?" "Certainly I shall be glad 
to see you both." They soon came, and were not allowed to 
leave until they had promised to go to class-meeting the next 
night. They were there, serions and inquiring. Lea was a 
backslidden Methodist, and iTis friend Robert Roberts, was a 
backslidden Congregationalist or Independent. Roberts soon 
became superintendent of the Sunday-school, and later was 
licensed to preacli. In 1869 he was received on trial in the 
conference, having already made a good record as a supply. 
He was never received into full connection, heart disease had 
marked him (or a victim, but while he lived he did good ser- 
vice for the Master, and then went home gladly. He died 
May i8th, 1871. 

Of new charges this year we have several to notice, 
Bernal and School House, to which J. H. Owens was ap- 
pointed, were places near the city of San Francisco, perhaps 
in part or whole, within the corporation. Seven communi- 
cants were reported at the end of one year, and a Sunday- 
school with 22 scholars, Bernal does not appear again in the 
list of appointments, but Sthool House was added to Mission 
. Street in 1870. This is the last we hear of it. 
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Livermore and Amador have been seen among the ap- 
pointments before, but not in this relation to each other. The 
first authentic account of preaching in Livermore was by a 
man named T. H. Tooker, who it seems organized a class of 
which his son-in-law, John Manzer. B. F. Brannan, A. A. 
Overacker and wife, and a Mr. Scott, were members. This was- 
about 1867. In 1868 it was with Lafayette, and R. Kemick 
was pastor. In i86g. G. B, Bowman. In 1870 it stood alone 
with I. J. Ross in charge. In [871-2 it was left to be suppHed, 
and no reports were made at the end of those years. In the 
Spring of 1873 E. A. Winning moved into the valley on ac- 
count of health, and as soon as able began preaching in Liver- 
more. He was regularly appointed to the place at the next 
conference. His work also included Pleasanton, and these 
two towns have been Methodistlcally together during mtichof 
their history.. Mr. Winning preached in a hall over a saloon. 
in a building that was long ago burned. Soon after a Presby- 
terian Church was organized. There was strength siiHicient 
to build one church, and not enough for two. It was agreed 
thai the church should belong to the Presbyterians, and that 
the Methodists should have the use of it two Salibaths in the 
month. This worked well for a time, but a few years later the 
agreement was forgotten, or at least ignored. In 1874, E. A. 
Wible was pastor. In 1875, E. M. Stuart. In 1876. J. A. 
Bruner. The place was then abandoned until 1882, when an- 
other sick Methodist preacher found his way to the beautiful 
Livermore Valley in search of health. It was J. H. Bacon, a 
deacon of the Rock River Conference, Whb now began to 
preach in Livermore. At the conference of 1882 he was ap- 
pointed to the charge known as San Ramon and Pleasanton. 
But he included Livermore in his plan. Meantime he re- 
organized the class, now consisting of Charles Bales and wife. 
Joseph Thompson and wife. Mrs. Celia Bacon, wife of the pas- 
tor, and B. F. Brannan. who joined on probation. Dr. B. C. 
Bellamy, and family soon moved in and greatly strengtheneii 
the Church in every way. 

The society now began to plan for a church. A large lot 
for church and parsonage had been given by W. M. Menden- 
hall in 1870. It was some time before the enterprise was (sirly 
under way. Much opposition was manifested toward it, and 
the society was too weak to hasten on an outlay so great as 
they felt was needed. In 1883 the charge was made a station 
with E. A. Winning pastor. The church, already well begun. 
was completed and dedicated January 13th. 1884, Dr. Jewell 
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officiating. The church with its furnishings cost about $3,100. 
Of this amount the Church Extension Society gave $250 and 
made a loan of a hke amount. ^ The halance was all provided 
for on the day of dedication. A parsonage soon followed, 
hut the Church became seriously embarressed with debt. The - 
last of these burdens was cancelled in 1890, when Dr. Haswell 
was in charge. The board of trustees, duly incorporated under 
state law, taking the name of Asbury Methodist Episcopal 
Church, were E. B. French, president; Joel M. Jones, vice- 
president ; B. C. Bellamy, secretary and treasurer ; G. M. 
Meese and J. D. Smith were additional members. We have 
onlv space to add the succession of preachers and a few statis- 
tics of this Church. In 1886, S. Kinsev. In 1888, C, S. Has- 
well. In 1891. J. L. Trefren. In 1892. J. W. Ross. In 1S93, 
J. Stephens. In 1895, J. R. Wolf. In 1896, M. H. Alexander. 
He reported in 1897, members 50, probationers 2, scholars in- 
Sunday-school 89, one church valued at $5,000, one parson- 
age valued at $2,000, paid pastor $900, presiding elder $50, . 
bishops $iQ, raised for missions $20. 

Hollister and Salinas were together this year and W. Gor- 
don was in charge. Leaving Salinas for future consideration, 
we note as much as possible in regard to Hollister. During 
Mr. Gordon's pastorate a parsonage was erected which he 
reported worth $800. In 1870 it was supplied by H. C. Gra- 
ham. He made no report, and the next year it was left out of 
the list. In 1872, W. C. Curry. He reported 81 communi- 
cants and a parsonage valued at $1,200. In 1873, D. A. Dry- 
den. In 1875, G. O. Ash. At the close of his pastorate he re- 
ported a church worth $3,700, but no parsonage. In 1877 it. 
was supplied bv A. C. McDougall. In 1878, C. E. Rich. In,, 
1879. S. Jones. In i88i. J. E. Wickes. In 1884. S. H 
Rhoads. In 1885, W. B. Priddv. In 1887, J. P. Macauley. 
In 1889, A. C. Duncan. In 1891. W. Dennett. In 1895, W.. 
M. Woodward. In 1897, C. S. Morse. At this time there were 
163 members, 15 probationers, 1 local preacher, )02 scholars 
in Sunday-school, two churches valued at $4,000, one parson- 
age valued at $1,800, paid pastor $1,030, presiding elder $50,. 
bishops $3. raised for missions $13. 

Conipton now appears as a charge for the first time. J. 
Corwin, pastor. He reported 120 communicants and a par- 
sonage valued at $500. In 1870, A. Bland. He reported an- 
increase of members and a chlirch valued at $1,500. In 1872, 
C. W. Tarr. In 1874, M. M. Bovard. Hewas re-appointed in* 
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1875 and went with it into the Southern California Ci 
ference. 

San Diego was vi'sited by R. R. Dunlap in 1854. and later 
in the same year by A. Btand. When the Church was organ- 
ized we know not. D. A. Dryden. in 1869. is the first man 
whose name we find as pastor of that Church. He reported 
39 communicants, a church vakied at $2,000, and a parsonage 
worth $400. In 1870, W. Inch. He died during the year and 
J. R. Tansev tilled out the balance of it. In 1871. J. E. 
Wickcs. In 1873, G. S. Rickey. In 1875. J. L. Mann. This 
ended the connection of that charge with our conference. 

Elk Grove was an appointment on the Sacramento River 
Circuit until 1869, when it became a separate charge with J. 
M. Hinman. pastor. He reported 30 communicants, and a 
parsonage valued at $100. In 1871. W. S. Corwin. In 1871 it 
WM called Elk Grove and Saulsbury. with R. W. Williamson 
in charge. In 1875 it was siipphed by G. S. Starr. In 1876. 
R. M. Kirkland. At this time there was a church valued at 
$2,500. Also a parsonage valued at $800. In 1877, S. H. 
Todd. In 1879. A. K. Crawford. In 1881. W. B. Priddv. In 
1883. J. IS. Chisholm. In 1886, H. C. Talhnan. In 1887, W. 
D.Crahb. In 18S9, S. H. Rhoads, In 1891. F. E. McCillum. 
In 1892, C. S. Haswel!.. He was re-appointed in 1853, but 
died before he reached the charge. B. F. Van Devenler was 
pastor that year. In 1894, J. W, Buxton. In 1895. A. C. Dun- 
can. In 1897, J. W- Kuykendall. Members 80, probationers 
3, scholars in Sunday-school 150, one church valued at 
$2,500. one parsonage valued at $2,000, paid pastor $900. pre- 
siding elder $6t. bishops $6, raised for missions $30. 

Relief Hit!," North Bloomfield. Moore's Flat, and Granite- 
ville, are contiguous, and at this writing are in one chargfe. 
The principal appointment, and the only one having a Church 
building, is Relief Hill. We are able to get at a little o( its 
history before it was set off as a charge in 1868, In 1858 
Elijah Penrose settled in Relief Hill. His family from Eng- 
land, joined him in 1861. Services were occasionally held in 
his house by local preachers and pastors of neighboring 
churches. In 1863 it was regularly visited by C. Anderson, 
pastor at Moore's Flat. It was about that time that the chnrch 
now in use was built. William Penrose, and L. R. Reasouer 
were the local preachers residing there, and services were con- 
ducted by llieni. Then for several years it was only left to be 
suphed. 

Cherokee had been a part of other circuits for some years. 
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when in 1869 it became an appointment, with J. Baldwin, pas- 
tor. He reported 38 communicants, and a parsonage worth 
$300. In 1870 it was Cherokee and Oroville, supplied by C. 
A. Leaman. In 1872 it was supplied by J. B. Hartsough. In 

1873 it was Cherokee Circuit, supplied by E. Hoskins. In 

1874 it was simply Cherokee^ and was left to be supplied. In 
1874 it was not named. Perhaps it was embraced in what was . 
called Chico Circuit. 

Yuba City, near Marysville, had been an appointment on 
the Butte Circuit some years before it was made a separate 
charge. In 1869 it was left to be supplied, and the writer 
th'inks it was supplied by E. Kellogg, whose pastorate con- 
tinued until 1872, when it was again placed on the Butte Cir- 
cuit. In 1870 there were 33 communicants, 70 scholars in 
Sunday-school, and a church valued at $3,000. In 1873 it was. 
alone, with J. W. Bluett in charge. In 1874, S. Kinsey. In 
1875, I. X. Pardee. In 1876, J. H. White. In 1877, S. M.. 
Woodward. In 1879, G. G. Walter. In 1882, it was sup- 
plied by T. S. L. Wallis. In 1884 Franklin was added, Wallis- 
still being in charge. In 1885, W. J. Peters. In 1887, H. C. 
Tallman. In 1891, G. Clifford. In 1892, C. E. Rich. In 
1893, A. S. Gibbons. In 1894, A. C. Duncan. In 1895^ J. W.. 
Buxton. His pastorate closed our historical period. Mem- 
bers 60, probationers i, 120 scholars in Sunday-school, one. 
church valued at $2,500, one parsonage valued at $2,500, paid 
pastor $800, presiding elder $52, bishops $5, raised for mis- 
sions $26. 

Bear Creek to which J. W. Hines was appointed, was on. 
the Stockton District, probably in the region afterward covered 
by the Southern California Conference. Mr. Hines made no 
report at the end of the year, when it was left to be supplied. 
In 1871, J. H. Vincent. He reported 16 comumnicarits, 58* 
scholars in the Sunday-school, but no Church property. In: 
1872 it was dropped from the list. 
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1870. 



The Eighteenth Conference. 

This conference met at Stockton. September I4lh, and ad- 
journed on the igth. Bishop Ames presided for the third and 
last time. H. B. Heacock was elected secretary. Chaplain 
McCabe was there in the interests of the Church Extension 
Society, and there was need of it, for our contributions had 
been very small to so gvt^at a cause. Nothing of especial in- 
terest occurred during the session, and with Bishop Ames' 
known skill in expediting business, this was an unusually 
brief conference. 

Slatislics. The conference roll at the close of the session 
showed 106 members in full connection, and 11 probationers. 
The Church at large had 5,815 in full connection, 951 proba- 
tioners, 103 local preachers, 97 churches, valued al $534400 
68 parsonages, valued at $66,850, collected for Conference 
Claimants $916.53, for missions $2, 116.06 from Churches, and 
$651.05 from Sunday-schools, Church Extension $297.88, for 
tracts $86.75, for Bible Society $456.15, tor Sunday-schools 
$136.97. The number of Sunday-schools reported was I40, 
officers and teachers 1,386. scholars 9,739, The conference 
received $30 in currency from the Charter Fund, and $9,500 
from the Missionary Society. Of this last amount. $4,060 was 
for English work, $2,500 for German, and $3,000 for Chinese. 

The Santa Clara District was discontinued this year, the 
lower part of it being placed in the Los Angeles District, 
which also took in the lower part of the Stockton District, 
and was placed in charge of J. Corwin. The upper part 
placed in the San Francisco District, of which J. W. Ross was 
presiding elder. Mt. Shasta was added to the Marysville, 
the Humboldt put in charge of P. L. Haynes. There were III 
pastoral charges, 

E. M. H. Flemming joined the Indiana Conference in 
1850, but afterward became a member of the Des Moines Con- 
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ference. whence he came to this. He remained but one year, 
and then in 1871, returned to Des Moines. 

Hu Sing Mi was a native of Foochow, China, and came to ■ 
help Dr. Gibbons in the Chinese mission. He soon became - 
discouraged on account of the fact of the Chinese here speak- 
ing a language utterly unintelhgiblc to him, and the existence ■ 
of various prejudices. Mr. Hu returned to China in 1873,. 
While going up the river Minn on which the city of Foochow 
is located, a man that knew his worth, oflered him $100 per 
month to become his clerk and interpreter. The position, 
though hard to fill, was perfectly honorable for a Christian to ■ 
accept. But Hu answered the man substantially in these 
words, "God has called me to preach the Gospel, and if you 
were to offer me ten times as much, I could not accept it."' 
And so he went into tlte itinerant ranks, where he knew he- 
would never receive as much in a whole year as this man 
oiTered for one month. He died in the work about the time 
this history closes. 

John Luther Burchard came to us from the Church South. 
He was the first to cross the gulf, which, wide when the first 
missionaries of that Church came in 1850, grew wider still nu- 
til the cause of the difference was removed by the abolition of ' 
slavery in every state of the Union. He was born in New- 
castle County, Delaware, February 25th, 1824. He was con- 
verted in 1837, while residing in Pennsylvania. To the 
Church vows he then assumed he has ever been faithful. He 
joined the St. Louis Conference in 1847, and came to Califor- 
nia in i860. After ten years of hard and able work in the Pa- 
cific Conference, he joined our Church, and received a hearty 
welcome, for his past record was without blemish. Mr, 
Burchard 'spent eight years in the presiding eldership of the 
Church South. He has received into the membership of the 
two Churches not less than 6,000 persons. His work among 
the Indians of this State was phenominal. He still lives, and 
the companion of his toils lives too, and we hope they may 
long continue to live to bless the Church. 

Thomas Cookson was a transfer from the East Maine 
Conference, which body he joined in 1854. He located in r 
1875, and died in Modesto several years later. 

G. C. Belknap was received into our conference on a cer- 
tificate of location from the Oregon Conference, which body 
he joined in 1S54. By the division of the conference he be- 
came a member of the Southern branch. 

Four probationers were received at this conference. Oliver 
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S. Frambfs is elsewhere considered. His work in this confer-! 
ence was mainly in connection with the University of the Pa- I 
■cific. He and his accomplished wife have been doing effective I 
work for many years in connection with the Southern Califor- 
nia Conference. 

George O. .^sh was duly received into full connection, and I 
continued in the work untd 1883, when he was transferred 10 I 
the Cohnnbia River Conference. He was re- transferred the ] 
next year, but owing; to poor health, he was given a super- 
annuated rchtion. This was changed to supermimerary in 
i88g. During all these years he resided in the bounds of the j 
Columbia River Conference. In 1892 he returned to Califor- 
nia, and his health having improved, he was made effective. 
He w^s in the pastorate at the time when this history closes. I 

J. L. Broaddus was never much known by members o( j 
the conference, except those in his immediate neighborhood, j 
His poor health kept him from conference sessions. We was I 
born in Madison County, Kentucky. November 18. i&2^y. He j 
was converted when fifteen years old. He came to California 
in 1850. In 1855 he was married to Miss Jane M. hiroaddus. a j 
native of the same county with her husband. She died less J 
than one year before his death. ?Ie was licensed to preach b 
i860, and supplied work some time before joining the con 
terence. He was placed on the supernumerary list in 187! 
and died .\ugust 21. 1886. 

Klmer .\I. Stuart was born in Machias, Maine, June 4, 1 
1843. In 1S63 he came to California: was licensed to jireach ] 
in 1870, and joined the conference the same year. In 187^ J 
he married Miss Ella Ray of Jackson. He died at his post of j 
duty, in St. Helena, after great physical sufferings. April 15, 1 
1888. A generous friend, a loving father and hitsband, a J 
faithful Christian, an able minister, he was cut down in raid- -' 
manhoorl. 

In the winter of 1854-5 the -wriler spent a Sabbalh in » J 
place called "Hill Town." not far from the ford across the I 
Salin:^-3 river, where the stage road from Monterey to Sail J 
Jose came out into the beautiful plain, then covered with [ 
wild cattle. .\ few (::niilies were living there at the lime, at- ' 
tempting to carry on farming in a somewhat extensive m 
ner. A funeral sermon had been preaclied. perhaps, before 1 
■then, by Colin Anderson or Hiram \"an Gundy, for both wei* J 
present. We have seen how a spot lower down the river 1 
made a preaching place in 1858, or earlier. Salinas City J 
T^sprung up on the railroad, and after a few years i>ec8nie tbe'l 
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point of especial interest in the valley. W. C. Curry was the- 
hrit pastor who gave liis whole time to this work. He re- 
portecl 52 communicants anrl a parsonage valued at $800. In 
1872, A. P. Hendon. In 1873, G. O, A&Ti. During his pas- 
torate a church was built. It was dedicated by Dr. Jewell, 
February 28, 1875. At the conference following E. A. Wible- 
was appointed. In 1876, A. M. Bailey. In 1877 it was sup- 
plied bv A. C. McDougall. In 1878, E. Jacka. In 1879, A. S. 
Gibbons. In 1881, A. K. Crawford. In 1882, J. F. Holmes. 
In 1883. S. H. Rhoads. Ln 1884, J. F. Holmes. In 
1885, J. H. Wythe, Jr. In 1887. A. C. Duncan. In 1889, 
C. G. Milnes. In 1893, H. Copeland. In 1896, J. W. Bryant. 
During this pastorate the old parsonage was sold, and a new 
one of nine rooms erected. Members, 80; probationers, 6;, 
scholars in Sunday-school, 6a; one church, valued at $3,000; 
one parsonage, valued at $2,100; paid pastor $953; presiding 
elder. $45 ; bishops, $9 ; raised for missions, $72. 

Ellis was a village on the railroad west of the San Joaquin 
river. G. B. Bowman was here two years and then the place 
was abandoned. It is not a "deserted village" merely; the 
village itself has disappeared. The cars pass the pkce with- 
out stopping. 

Indian Springs is a place near the old mining town of 
Rough and Ready, about four miles from Grass \'alley. It 
had been a part of a circuit for years before it became an ap- 
pointment. In 1870 W. S. Corwin was appointed. He re- 
ported 86 communicants. In 1871, T, Cookson. In 1873, H. 
J. Bland. In 1874 it was left to be supplied. In 1875 it was 
supplied by W. A. Chenev, In 1876, J. J. Harris. In 1879, 
B. F. Rhoads. In 1880, G. R. Stanley. In 1881 it was sup- 
plied by C. H. Darling. In 1882, E. Smith. In 1883 it was. 
supplied by Wilham Harvey. In 1884, supplied by C. H, 
Darling. In 1885 it was supplied by E. B. Hinman, In. 
1886 it was left to be supplied. In 1887, J. H. Jones. In. 
1890, E, Smith. In 1891 it was supplied by John T. Vinyard, 
In 1892 it was supplied by Thomas Murrish. In 1895, sup- 
plied by W. E. Golding. In 1897 it was supplied by. W. S. 
Withrow. Members, 28; probationers, 2; local preachers, 
2 ; scholars in Sunday-school, 17; one church, valued at $800;, 
one parsonage, valued at $500; paid pastor $458: presiding^ 
elder, $41 ; bishops, $2; raised for missions, $11. 

Cambria, in Southern Cahtornia, was given to A. P. Hen- 
don. He reported 20 members. It was then left off the list. 
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until 1874, when it was left to be supplied. In 1875 it was 
supplied by C. G. Belknap, and it then went ont of the con- 
ference. 

Bangor, with E. Paddison to supply it. made no report 
at the next conference. It was not on the list for 1871, but 
the next year it appears with H. P. Blood in charge. He re- 
ported 43 communicants. It was then left off the list. Prob- 
ably assigned to some other work. 

Bolinas is at this writing a part of the Olema Circuit, and 
these two places have been together most of the time they 
have had a history. It was called Bolinas Circuit in 1872 and 
was supplied by John Mclntire. In 1873 it was left to be sup- 
plied. "In 1877 it W3S an appendage of San Rafael. In 

1878 it was alone with W. M. Woodward in charge. In 

1879 it wa'i supplied bv Silas Belknap. In 1880 it was sup- 
plied by X. Burton. In 1881, J. J. Cleveland. In 1882 it was 
Bolin?s and Floint Reyes, with M. H. Alexander in charge. 
In 1884 it was Bolinas and Saucelito, with F. M. Pickles in 
charge. In 1885. C, E. Pettis. In 1887 it was left to be sup- 
plied. In 1888 it wassuplliedby W. E. Reed, I^n i88g. C. F. 
Coy. In 1890 it does not appear, but Olema does, with C. F. 
Coy in charge. This indicates a change of name rather than 

-of work. 

VVinsor, on the present N'apa District, became a separate 
charge this year, and was supplied by W. Butt. He reported 
19 members, a church valued at $2,300. and a parsonage val- 
ued at $200. In 1871 it was again supplied, but by whom can 
not be staled. In 1872 it was Winsor and Alexander N'alley. 
with G. McRae in charge. In 1873 it was an appendage of 
Healdsburg, with A. K. Crawford in charge. The next year 
it was not named. Its next appearance was in 1884. as Win- 
sor and Mark West, and left to be supplied. There vnn no 
report of it in 1885, when il was supplied by J. S. Millsap. In 
1886 it was alone and left to be supplied. It w?s reported the 
next year by A. H. Needham, our pastor at Healdsburg. It 
was out o[ the list in 1887, but left to be supplied in 1888. Its 
next appearance was in iSfji, with W. S. Bryant supplying it. 
In 1892 it wa-a supplied by WiUiam Marshall, who was fol- 
lowed by W. C. Robins in 1896. In 1897 it was supplied by 
S. T. Coons. Members, 40: probationers, 4: scholars in 
Sunday-school. 85; one church, valued at $800: one parson* 
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-age, valued at $700; paid pastor, $393; presiding elder, $18; 
bishops, $1 ; raised for missions, $14. 

Lower Lake was a part of the Clear Lake Circuit previ- 
ous to this date. H. D. Bryant remained two years, when it 
was left off the list. • In 1893 it was an appendage of Middle- 
town, had a church building and a small membership. 



CHAPTER XXVI. 
1871. 

The Nineteenth Conference. 

This conference met in Sacramento on the 23d day of 
August, and adjourned on the 29th. Bishop Simpson was 
assigned to this field, but sickness prevented his coming, so 
we had Rishop Janes for the third and last time. H. B. Hea- 
cock was elected secretary. The conference receivd $30 in 
currency from the Chartered Fund. The transcontinental 
railroc'd brought us some distinguished visitors. Dr. \V. L. 
H?rris, then misisonary secretary, after bishop, was present, 
and spoke for the cause he represented. Dr. Abel Stevens, the 
great historian, and Dr. Daniel Curry, the distinguished edi- 
tor, were with us and addressed the conference. The election 
of delegates to the General Conference resulted in the choice 
of J. R. Tansey on the first ballot. W. J. Maclay on the third, 
and J. H. Wythe on the fifth. C. \\ Anthony and C. H. Affler- 
bach were elected reser\'c delegates. 

The most important event of this session was the meeting of 
the first lay electoral conference ever held in California. It 
met on Friday the 25th, and was called to order by G. \V. B. 
McDonald of San Diego, who nominated J. M. Moore of 
Centerville as temporary chairman. J. H. Morgan of Santa 
Clara was elected temporary secretary. A committee ap- 
pointed for that purpose nominated the permanent officers as 
follows: W. H. Rogers of Los Gatos, president; A. Henley of 
Sacramento, vice-president : D. Tuthill of Santa Cruz, secre- 
tary : J. M. Buffiington of San Francisco, assistant secretar>'. 
The election resulted in the choice of R. G. Davis^sion of San 
Francisco and Edwrrd Moore of Stockeon. G. W. B. Mc- 
Donald of San Diego and E. S. Lippett of Petaluma were 
chosen as reserve delegates. An elal)orate address was pre- 
I)are(l and read before the annual conference. It indicated the 
conservative character of these laymen. They were opposed 
to any change in the episcop-^cy or the intineracy. A reso- 
lution that the lay electoral delegates ought to be elected by a 
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"Vote of all tile adult members of the Church was tabled by a 
vote of 19 to 16. 

Statistics. The membership of the conference at the close 
of the session was 107. with 17 probationers. In the Church 
at large there were 6,015 members, gSi probationers, 121 local 
preachers. 132 Sunday-schools, 1,461 officers and teachers, 
10,102 scholars, 99 churches, valued at $567,800; 70 par^ 
sonages, valued at $70,750; collected for conference claimants, 
$945; for missions — from Sunday-schools, $281.34: from 
churches, $2., ^89. 85 : for Church Extension, $254.40; for 
tracts, $70.51; for Sunday-school Union, $1^7.69; for Bible 
Society, $1^.75 ; Education, $21 . We received from the Mis- 
sionary Society $4,000 for the English work, $2,500 for the 
German, and $4,000 for the Chinese. 

D. Dea! was placed on the Sacramento District this year, 
J. R. Tansey on the Los Angeles and G. H. Bollinger on the 
German. Xo other di.strict changes. There were 120 pas- 
toral charges. 

Wesley Dennett was our only transfer this year. He was 
born in Farmington, Maine, August 14, 1828. His parents 
moved to Ohio when he was hut four years old, and there he 
was raised and educated. When eight years old he was con- 
verted and united with the Church of wliich he has been so 
long a faithful minister. He finished his education at the 
Ohio Wesleyan University. In 1851 he joined the Ohio Con- 
ference. That year the conference was divided, and he fell 
into the Cincinnati branch. In 1856 he married Miss Anna H. 
Powers, daughter of Dr. J. H. Powers, author of a vigorous 
work on Universahsm. The same year he moved to Iowa. 
Here he filled important places until his transfer to California 
in 1870. Though his name does not appear in the minutes of 
1870. he reached California not long after conference, and 
took charge of Xapa City, in order to release J. L. Trefren for 
the work of agent of the Napa Collegiate Institute, Dr. Den- 
nett has always been one of the strong men of our conference. 
He is still doing effective work in the real no less than the 
technical sense of that word. His excellent wife departed this 
life March 30, i8gi, in Modesto, where her husband was sta- 
tioned at the time. 

Andrew McKendry Bailey came into the conference on bis 
credentials as an elder in the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, As hi's name suggests, his parents were devoted Meth- 
odists, his father being a class-leader of much usefidness for 
many years. He was horn in Overton County, Tepn., April 
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5. 1821. His father died ivhen he was ven- young, and at the 
age of fourteen he became a member of another household. 
His opportunities of education were very poor, and such as 
they were he was deprived of, at least in part, being sent home 
for some real or fancied wrong, the knowledge of which has- 
been hid from him to this day. He was converted at a camp- 
rtieeling when sixteen years old. He had a great struggle, 
and for a time was in the depths of despair, but, as in all such 
cases, when his deliverance came it was all the more bright 
and joyous. He was sitting in the congregation thinking over 
his lost condition, when the happy thought came to him that 
Jesus would not stir him up to seek salvation if he had not 
intended to save him. In an instant his soul was filled with 
glory. Turning to an unconverted man sitting next to him 
he said in a voice all could hear, "Jim, I tell you, if you will 
give your heart to Jesus he will -iave you." The preacher was 
in the midst of his sermon, but stopped short, saying that if 
the Spirit of God was directing the meeting it was time to 
begin an altar service. Bailey was now the preacher of the 
occasion, going from one to another, the tears ol joy stream- 
ing down his face, repeating his brief but effective message. 
"T tell you if you will give your heart to Jesus he will save- 
you.'" And many were the saved of that service. He had 
long promised lo give that teacher a sound thrashing if her I 
ever lived to be big enough to do it. Xow he sought him and 
asked what wrong he had done, saying he was ready to ask 
his forgivenes'S if he only knew for what he was to ask it 1 
Getting no satisfaction, he set upon him with an exhortation 
he no doubt long remembered. Mr. Bailey was licensed to 
preach when eighteen years old, and joined the Kentucky ' 
Conference in 1841. At fVrst he did not dare to read a chapter ' 
in the Bible, nor a hymn, until he had read it over by himself 
lo see if he could pronounce all the hard words. His success- 
was alike creditable to his own studiousness and to the itiner- 
ant system, which, though it may admit men to the ranks with 
little previous preparation, gives them constant stimulants for ■ 
study, until they shall become workmen that need not be / 
ashamed. Mr. Bailey came lo California as a missionary of J 
the Church South in 1852, and after nineteen years of suc- 
cessful labor in that Church he united with our conference- 
Having been deprived of the advantages of a good education 1 
has rather increased liis interest in schools of learning. He [ 
has been a zealous and liberal friend of the L'niversily of the \ 
Pacific for many \ears. 
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There were ten probationers received at this time. The- 
first named must not be confused with the bishop, though hiS' 
name wns John H. Vincent. This man did not become a' 
bishop, nor even get into the conference. He remained on' 
probation until i8~4, when he was discontinued at his own 
recjuest in order to go East to attend school. The reader 
should know that in those days appointing a probationer, or 
member of conference, to attend one of our schools, was an 
unheard of proceeding. 

Le Roy B. Hinman is a son of J. M. Hinman. L,e Roy 
was received into full connection in 1873, but located in 1875.^ 
He has since been in business, though at times he has sup- 
plied churches. His name is now on the list of local elders, 
residing in Sheridan. 

Emanuel Hoskins was discontmied at his own request at 
the end of one year. Theophilus Beaisley was a member of 
the Austr;ilian Conference of the Wesleyan Church. He 
came with insufficient credentials to be received into the con- 
ference at once, so he joined the Church, was recommended 
for trial, and was received into that relation. The next year 
Bishop Foster decided that he had not legally joined the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and so was not a member of that 
body, and not being a member of the Church, he could not be 
a probationer in the conference, hence he was not a proba- 
tioner, and Mr. Beaisley had nothing whereon to stand. He 
was a man of excellent abilities, and did one year's successful 
work in lone. He afterward joined the Presbyterian Church, 
and was pa'Stor among them at last accounts., 

Wiliam Angwin has made an excellent record as a pastor 
and preacher. He generally stays as long in any place to 
which he is sent as the time limit will allow. He is a native of 
Cornwall, but was educated in the University of the Pacific, 

Henry Churchman and John W. Bolitho were discontinued 
at the end of one year. Edward Inskip Jones, a son of Seneca 
Jonts, so well known as a layman in San Francisco, and a 
nephew of Dr. Inskip of evangelistic fame, was a preacher of 
rare gifts. His sermons were of a high order of excellence. 
He continued in the work until 1888, when he asked for and 
received a location. He had been admitted to the bar before 
he became a preacher. He turned to the practice of that pro- 
fession, and is at this time a Superior Judge of San Joaquin 
County. He still holds his credentials as an elder in the 
Church. 

Seneca Jones, a brother of the last named, and scarcely less 
(K) 
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able as a preacher, is still one of our best known ministers. 
He married Miss Sewell of Marysville, who has been an effi- 
cient helpmeet. He was born in Cincinnati, but came to Cali- 
fornia when a boy. and was educated in our own university. 

James W. Bluett continued in the work until 1882, when 
he was transferred to the Columbia River Conference. 

The name of Thomas C. George appears in the claris of the 
second year. He had been transferred from one of the Iowa 
conferences as a probationer. He was received into full con- 
nection in 1872. Dr. George was born in Mansfield, Ohio, in 
1840. When twelve years old his parents moved to Iowa. He 
entered the Iowa Wesleyan University in 1861. but left it to 
serve a term in the war as a lieutenant of the 45th Regiment of 
Iowa infantry. Returning, he gjaduated in 1867. From that 
time until he came to California he was a professor, either in 
the Upper Iowa University or in his Alma Mater. His work 
in California was for the most part as principal of the Xapa 
Collegiate Institute, or as professor of natural science in the 
University of the Pacific. When the chair of natural science 
was divided in 188S, he became professor of astronomy. After 
three years in that position he resigned and entered the pas- 
torate. He was alike successful as teacher, pastor, or preacher. 
A Christian gentleman, a scholarly man, a truly able minister 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, we all mourned what seemed to lie 
an untimely death. In the fall of 1892 his health began to fail, 
and in a few months more he was forced to give up his charge- 
He lingered on, sometimes hoping, sometimes despairing 01 
recovery, but always resigned to the Divine will, until April 
20. 1895, when he fell asleep to awake in glory. 

I-os Gatos appears as an appointment for the first time this . 
year. It had been a part of the Santa Clara Circuit for many 
years, but when the first society was organized, or when the 
first church was built, the writer has no means of knowing. It 
was still a circuit when Mr. Hazzard was appointed. He re- 
ported 44 comnnmicants, two churches valued at $1,500, and a 
parsonage valued at $500. That year W. Gafnev was ap- 
pointed. In 1875. T. H. Hopkins. In 1878, R. W. William- 
son. Ill 1879, J, Smith. In 1881, L, M. Hancock. In 1883. 
E, A. Hazen, In 1884 it was left lo be suppheil. W. Peck 
was appointed and continued for the next two years. In 1887, 
G. W. Beatty, It was during his pastorate that the church 
now in use was erected. It was dedicated bv Dr. Stratton 
December 2ij. 1889. In 1891. W. R. Gober. In 1892. H. F. 
liriggs. In i8<)5, W, Dennett, He remained until after the 
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close of our historical period. Members, 124 ; probationers, 
10; one local preacher: 200 scholars in Sunday-school; one 
church, valued at $12,500: paid pastor $800: presiding elder, 
$75: bishops, $15: raised for missions, $73. 

Placer, with N. R. Peck as pastor, now appears as a 
charge. Just what was embraced under this name cannot 
here be stated. He reported 9 communicants and two church- 
es, but does not give their value. He remained two years upon 
the work, when it was dropped from the list. 

Pitt River and Big Valley, on the Marysville District, were 
m-^de a charge and supplied by J. Hulbert. He made no re- 
port the next year, nor was the appointment continued. 

Cloverdale was made a charge this year, with H. S. 
Churchman pastor. No report of it was made the next year, 
and it was then left off the list. In 1882 it was coupled with 
Anderson Valley, but left to be supplied. In 1883 it was sup- 
plied by W. S. Bryant. He organized a class of 11 members. 
He waG told that the prejudices of the community were such 
that if it were known that he intended to build a church no 
man would sell him a lot. He bought a block in his own 
name and sold part of it at a profit ; he then deeded the bal- 
ance to a F]oard of Trustees. He secured a subscription of 
fifty dollars from Mr. Hoadley, of whom he had bought the 
lot : also a donation from the Church Extension Society ; ob- 
tained lumber of Heald's Mill in Guerneville at cost, and built 
a church worth over $2,000. The church was dedicated by 
Dr. Jewell, August 24, 1884. This was a good beginning, but 
the church had a slow growth. The wine producing interests 
of that region are not a good environment for our church. 
So much the more we ought to be there. In 1884, it was sup- 
plied bv Dr. J. A. Callen, a local preacher and a physician. 
In 1885, F. M. Pickles. In 1886, J. B. Cheynoweth. In 1887, 
S. T. Sterrett. In 1888, it was Cloverdale and Hopland — a 
name indicative of otlhier unhealthy environment — supplied by 
Jesse Tobias. In 1889 Cloverdale was alone, with J. S. Fisher 
in charge. In 1890, D. W. Chilson. In 1891, it was supplied 
by F. S. Thomas. In 1892, supplied by J. R. Gregory. In 
1893, G. M. Richmond. In 1895, J.H. Jones. In 1897, D. W. 
Lloyd. Members 20, probationers 5. 'scholars in Sunday- 
school 25, one church valued at $2,000, paid pastor $238, pre- 
siding elder $13, bishops $2, raised for missions $9. 

Los Nietos appeared in 1871 with I. M. Leihy in charge. 
The next year it reported 39 communicants. It was then left 
to be supplied. In 1873 it was not mentioned. In 1874 Los 
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Nietos was left lo be supplied. In [875 Anaheim, formerly 
with Nietos, was with Orange, snd J. M. Campbell was in 
charge. Los Nietos was alone, with I. M. Leihj- in charge. 
and thu'i they went into the Southern California Conference. 
Rhonerville was the principal point of the Eel River Cir- 
cuit for a long time before it became an appointment in 1871. 
In the early fifties, local preachers, among them A. J. Hues- 
tis, were accnstomed to hold services here. The first record 
of a society was in 1856. The pastors at Bucksport and Vn- 
iontown considered it a part of their work and gave it such 
attention as they were ah\e. When it became the Eel River 
Circuit it was the recipient of greater care. In 1865 "the so- 
ciety Wis greatly strengthened by the arrival of the Eby fam- 
ily, overland from Illinois. The father was a physician. He 
and his wife are living still, the sole sur\'ivors of that early 
society." Up to 1868 no effort had been made to build a 
church. Services were held in a school house. That year Dr. 
Eby and the pastor set about tlie work of collecting money 
in real earnest. It was not, however, until 1870 that the 
church was in use. It was 33 X50 feet, with a study in the 
rear and a bell weighing 500 pounds. It cost about $2,000. 
It was finished by J. W. Bryant. A lot had been given the 
Churdh in the fifties, and on h a cheap parsonage had been 
erected. Biit the town that grew up was too far from it to he 
convenient, and it was traded for a house of six rooms in 
Rhonerville. In 1872 this charge reported 46 communicants, 
one church valued at $2,500. and a prarsonage valued at $600. 
That year it was called Rhonerville and Hydesville, and was 
supphed by H. C. Smith. This was a student from Cornell 
College, in Iowa, who had come to California for his healili. 
He afterwards married a daughter of A. C. Hazard of the 
conference. In 1873 it was Rhonerville alone, with A. C. 
Hazzard in charge. In 1874 '' ^^s coupled with Ferndale. 
and E. Smith was in charge. This is, as the minutes of that 
year show ; but the liistory furnished the writer savs it was 
that year supplied by G. O. Ash. In 1875, E. I. Jones. In 
^876. C. A. E. Herte'l. In 187CJ it was coupled with Hydesville. 
and G. O. Ash ft-as in charge. In 1880. D. W. Chilson. In 
1881, H. H. Slavens. In 1882, W. h. Stephens. In 1884, S. 
T, Sterrett. In 1886 Hvdesville was dropped from the name. 
In 1887. R. E. Wcnk. ' In 1888. Hydesville was part of the 
name, and G. R. Stanley was in charge. In i8i>3 it was 
Rhonerville alone, witiv H. C. Langlev in charge. In 1S92. 
L. Ewing. In 1893. H. I'carce. In 1895. C. E. Irons. He 
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'added Epvvorth League accommodations, and otherwise en- 
larged and improved the building. In 1897, E. A. Wible. 
Members 69. probationers 19, Sunday-school scholars 90, two 
chnrches valued ; 1 ?2,2oo. one parsonage valued at $500. paid 
pastor $538. presiding elder $42, bishops $6, raised for mis- 
sions $25. 

Modeito, the countv seat of Stanislaus County, grew up 
rfter the r'^ilroad was built. The region, however, ibad long; 
been included in charges bearing other names, such as Stock- 
ton Circuit, Tuolumne, Paradise, and perhaps others. In 1871 
it hecme Modesto Circuit, with C, G. Belknap in charge. 
He reported 126 communicants, and a church valued at $800, 
but that church was not in Modesto. In 1872, E. A. Hazen. 
A church wi:s now erected in Modesto, at a cost of about 
$3,000, It was dedicated on the first Sabbath of February, 
1873. During the next conference year a parsonage was 
erected at a co-st of $1,450. C. G. Belknap was re-appointed in 
1873. In 1875 Modesto became a station, with C. G. Milnes 
in charge. In 1876. E. A. Winning. In 1879, C. E. Rich. In 
1881, W. S. Urmy. In 1884, J. L. Mann. In 1887, J. W. 
Ross. In 1888, W. Dennett. During this pastorate the pres- 
ent church was erected at a cost of about $10,000. It was ded- 
ic-ted November 10, 1889, by Dr. Stratton. In 1891. J. L. 
Mann ; ih-e was returned, hut went to the place only_ to die. 
O. M. Hester supplied the work until the next conference. 
In 1892. M. D. Buck. In 1894, J. H. N. Williams. His pas- 
torate closes our historical period. Members 151, probation- 
ers 22, Sunday-school scholars [34, one church valued at 
$9,000, one parsonage valued at $1,500, paid pastor $1,300, 
presiding elder $100, bishops $18, raised for missions $138. 

The first class formed in Modesto in 1864, when Siks Bel- 
knap was in charge, had the following members : Jacob Long 
and wife , J. E. Laughlin and wife, L. N. Fincher 
and wife, S. E. Laug^hhu, Mrs. C. Henderson, Levi 
Crawford, Mrs. Anna Monroe, and Miss Carrie 
Moore. The first board of stewards for Modesto were: 
Dr. A. J, Hart, Theodore Turner, Garrison Turner, 
Isaac Fry, James Ostroni, J. W. James, and J. E. Stuart. The 
tn.i5tees had two names not found in the above list, F. F. 
Fuquay and Albert Fuquay. Few churches in the State have 
been so greatly blessed in the character of the men who have 
controlled their policy and directed their affairs, as this 
Church in Modesto. 

Among the earlv members of this Church— Modesto — 
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was Ruel Colt Gridley. He won a national repntation m V 
time by the amount of money that he rai'Sed for the L'nited 
States Sanitary Commission. He was resident of a mining 
tcivn in Nevada, and a war Democrat. Al the time of an elec- 
tion he made the following wager; If his favorite candidate 
was defeated he would carry a sack of flour to the next min- 
ing town and sell it for the benefit of the Sanitarj' Commis- 
sion. If his candidate was elected the other fellow was to do 
the same thing. He lost the wager. He carried the sack. He 
sold it to the highest bidder. The one that bought it gave it 
back and he sold it again. This process was continued as 
long as buyers were found, then it went to other cities and 
villages, and the same fhing was repeated. In Virginia and 
San Francisco tens of thousands of dollars were realized from 
its sale. Then he took it to the East, and across the States 
from New York to St. Louis. It is claimed that he made over 
$275,000 from his sack of flour for the puqiose intended, 
though he woidd never take a dollar of it for iiimself. After 
the war he settled in Stockton, where, in the great revival of 
1867-8 he was converted. He soon after went with his family 
to Modesto, where he died some years later. He was buried 
in Stockton, where a beautiful monument lias been erected 
over his remains to commemorate the famous sack of flour. 
Point of Timber was a spot where Byron now stands. It 
was the name of a circuit for a few years, then became an ap- 
pointment on the Firenlwood charge. !t is now a part of 
Byron. 

Our Indian Work. 

The first money ever raised by the Missionary Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church was used to carry the gospel 
to the Indians. In California we were slow to get at this work, 
Kesohitions were frequently passed by the conference, but the 
difficulties were great, and nothing came of these good pur- 
poses but fruitless sentiment. The plan adopted by President 
Grant, to place the urgencies of Indian reservations in the 
hands of Bhe various churches, brought the matter before the 
conference in a manner scarcely to be avoided. In 1870 a 
committee consisting of Thomas. Benson and Clifford, was 
appointed to formulate proper action on the subject. They 
recommended: 1st. That our thanks be tendered the President 
for what seemed a most desirable policy. 2d, Tliat through 
the Missionary Society in .\ew York we recommend the fol- 
lowing appointments: .Mfred Higbie. superintendent for the 
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State, David H. Lowry, agent for Hoopa Valley Reservation, 
Hugh Gibson agent at Round Valley, Charles Maltby to the 
Tule River, and John R. Tansey to be agent in general for 
Indian-s in the Southern part of the State. Senator Cornelius 
Cole, and Representative Aaron A. Sargent, were requested to 
use their kindly offices in securing this action. This report 
was adopted unanimously by the conference. 

The only result of these recommendations was the appoint- 
ment of Hugh Gibson to the agency of the Round Valley Res- 
ervation, and ?t the next conference he was go appointed by 
the Bishop. A permanent committee on Indian affairs was 
appointed, which committee was renewed eadh year while the 
plan was worked. W. F5ush was assigned to the Hoopa Val- 
ley Reservation, and the next year John Shaver was given 
the same work, enlarged by the addition of South Fork. But 
no missionary money was appropriated, and no report made 
from it, and presumably nothing came of it. E. K. Dodge 
was afterward appointed agent of the Hoopa Valley Reserva- 
tion, ?nd filled the place for several years. He ihad much 
trouble from outside parties, but kept the school going and 
had regular religious services. Mr. Dodge was a faithful 
Methodist, father of our own E. E. Dodge, so well known in 
the ministry. 

The first year of Mr. Burchard's administration, in 1873, 
was characterized by a most remarkable revival of religion. 
The following brief account of this w^ork is taken from tlie 
Advocate of about that time, and is found in an article signed 
"E. E. B." No doubt written bv Dr. Bateman, formerly of 
Stockton, who was physician at the reservation. *^The out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit in our midst continues with in- 
creasing power. Sunday night, the 22d of February, 1874, 
thirty-five declared themselves on the Lord's side, and appHed 
for membership in the Churc'b, making a total to date of five 
hundred rnd forty-one. Our meetings have been in progress 
twenty-three consecutive days, and still continue. The young 
men and women, the choice of all the tribes, are with us in 
tlhis great work, and are mainly the subjects of it. But now the 
old-fashioned ones begin to come, and this we deem essen- 
tial to the highest measure of strength to the work. Many 
parents are bringing their children of a few years, and urging 
their reception into the Church. All wiio are too young for 
responisble membership, are inducted into the Church by bap- 
tism.'' 

In 1874 there were reported 106 members in full connec- 
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tion, and 834 probationers. At the same conference J. B. Vos- 
burg, a local preacher of our Church, and agent of Uhe Tule 
River Reservation, reported that none but Christian employees 
were found on that reservation. There had been numerous 
conversions among the Indians. J. L,. Broadus succeeded 
Mr. Dodge at Hoopa Valley. And he. not long after, was 
displaced hy an army officer. H. B. Sheldon was appointed 
to Round Valley when Mr. Burchard resigned. Tlliis last 
change occurred in 1877. C. G. Belknap followed Mr. Vos- 
burg at Tule River, and he and the reservation went into the 
Southern California Conference. 

We shall now look a little more closely at events in the 
Round Valley Reservation. When Mr. Burchard left in 1877 
he reported [14 members in full connection, and 700 proba- 
tioners. In 1878 only 30 members were reported in Round 
Valley, and we have no way of knowing lliow many of these 
were Indians. Perhaps none. It is to be hoped that many 
Indians were hokling on the way, but no one took the trouble 
to classify and report them. But this neglect continued. In 
1879 J. S. Fisher was appointed missionary at Round Val- 
ley, Mr. Sheldon being still the agent. In 1881, L. W. Sim- 
mons. In 1882 the aSairs of the reservation in Round Valley 
were thoroughly investigated by a committee of the confer- 
ence. A long time was taken, and much personal and docu- 
mentary testimony considered. The result may be classed 
under three heads : First. Tihe religious condition ol the res- 
ervation was about as bad as it well could be. Second. The 
financial management was very satisfactory to the govern- 
ment. The testimony of an officer in the Indian Department 
at Washington was to the effect that no reservation in the 
nation was [oitnd in better condition financially. Third. It was 
conclusively proved that Secretary Teller had virtually discon- 
tinued the policy inaugurated by Gen. Grant, and that Church- 
es would hereafter have no exclusive control of the reserva- 
tions. Thus ended conference oversight. The next year the 
usual committee on Indian affairs was appointed, but made no 
report. The commitiee v/as then discontinued. From that 
time until i8yi the minutes were as silent concerning the In- 
dians as tliough they were all dead. Probably more so, for if 
they had all died no doubt something had been said. At the 
last named dale J. L. Burchard was appointed missionary to 
the Indian.s around Ukiah. Since that date we have had an 
Ukiah Indian Mission, with Mr. Burchard in charge. Tlie 
Missionary Society was helped in maintaining it, and the re- 
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suits have been in every way satisfactory. At the end of his 
first year he reported 9 members in full connection, and 41 
probationers. The items reported for 1897 show 64 members, 
26 probationers, one local preacher, 15 children baptized, 3 
Sunday-schools, 6 officers and teachers, 176 scholars, 3 
churdhes, valued at $1,500, and the pastor received $650 for 
his services. All this shows that when labor is faithfully ex- 
pended on these aborigines it pays well. But on tlhe whole 
we cannot look upon our work among the Indians without 
feeling tfhat some serious blundering has to be answered for 
by somebody. 

Before leaving this subject it ought to be said that the 
agency of Mr. Burchard was as successful in a pecuniary sense 
as in a spiritual. He was appointed by President Grant to 
purchase stores for all the reservations in California and Ne- 
vada, saving the expense of a very highly paid official. He 
also acted as timber agent for Northern California, saving 
much to the government in that particular. He succeeded in 
getting the soldiers removed from Round Valley, and later, 
at the request of the Corresponding Secretary of our Mission- 
ary Society, he secured their removal from Hoopa Valley. 
While we must greatly deplore the loss from Church member- 
ship which changes and neglect produced, we cannot lose 
sight of the fact that the Indians of this reservation were much 
improved morally, and became vastly more easily managed, 
as the direct result of the evangelizing process through which 
they passed. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

1872. 
The Twentieth Conference. 

It met in San Jose September i8th and adjourned the 
24th. Bishop Foster presided, and H. B. Heacock was sec- 
retary. The reports of collections were all to be reduced to 
currency, the standard of exchange being 112. The amount 
given from the Chartered fund was $35 in currency. Dr. R. 
Nelson, senior Book Agent, was present through the whole 
session. Giles Bly was -made a deacon under local preacher's 
rule. 

Statistics. — At the close of conference there were 108 in 
full connection, and 16 probationers. The Churches reported 
6,314 members, 780 probationers, 124 local preachers, 97 
Churches, valued at $596,200, 66 parsonages valued at $75.- 
550, collected for conference claimants $956.95, for missions* 
from churches $2,124.94, from Sunday-schools $606.94, for 
Woman's Missionary Society $153, for Churah Extension 
$237.96, for tracts $96.40, for Sunday-school Union $146.66, 
for education $64.95, Sunday-schools 133, officers and teachers 
1,417, scholars 9,730, conversions in Sunday-schook 264. The 
Missionary Society gave the conference $5,000 for English 
work, and $2,500 for German. The amount given for the 
Chinese work was not ])ublished in the minutes. 

The transfers at this time were F. F. Jewell, Q. J. Colin, 
IT. P. l)lood, Joseph Hammond and C. W. Tarr. W. R. Go- 
ber was received on his credentials as an elder in the Church 
South. 

I^Vank French [ewell was born in the town of Flovd, Onei- 
da County, Xew York, November 9, 1830. He married at 
the age of seventeen, his wife being only one year younger. 
Though so young, God wonderfully blessed tlieir union. For 
more than fifty years they have lived lovingly together, and 
only death could separate them. When he was twenty-two 
vears old the two were converted at the same revival meeting. 
His name has always stood in the ministerial roll of our con- 
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I ference as having joined the Black River Conference in i860, 
[ but tlie final entry, that found in his obituary, makes it 1861. 
'.For eleven years he filled important appointments, and in 1872 
[ represented his conference in the General Confernce o't the 
I Church. He also represented the California Conference in the 
^ same body in 1S84. Dr. Jewell was a close student, a deep 
L thinker, a ready speaker and genial Christian man. He ded- 
icated more churches than any other one man in California. 
^ Rarely was a lecture course planned that he did not have a 

► •conspicuous place thereon. He was never in want of the 

> best charges the Chtirch had to offer him. He always stayed, 
bgf he wished to. as long as the law of limitation allowed. He 

s appointed by the bishops to represent American Method- 
ism in the Ecumenical Conference that met in Washington 
■in 1891. He was obhged to retire from the heavy work in 
1897. and took the superintendence of Pacific Grove. He ako 
took the pastorship of the Church in Chat place. In his sec- 
ond year of this service, on the loth day of February. 1899, 
■ "he ceased at once to work and live." 

Onincy J. Colin was a transfer from the New York Con- 
i ference. He joined that body in 1859. Though of good edu- 
j cation and of pleasing address, (his doctrinal views were such 
l^as to hinder his success in large measure. In 1876 he was 
1 -made supernumerary, and in 1884 he withdrew from the 
['Church and ministry. 

H. P. Blood was bom in Bucksport, Maine, February 5, 
*■ 1825. He was converted at the age of twelve. He joined 
^the East Maine Conference in 1855. He was transferred from 
> that to this by Bishop Andrews in' 1872. He died in Sacra- 
mento February 21. 1874, The following account of his 
I death is found in his conference memoir: "After prayer of- 
I lered by Dr. Haswell, his Christian physician, during which 
I he shouted 'glory, glory,' he requested his daughter to play 
fcfor him once more, and v^hiie her skillful fingers were hghtly 
I touching the keys to the immortal Cookman's dying shout, 
L 'Sweeping through the gates, washed in the blood of the 
) I-amb,' his countenance suddenly lighted with a sweet smile, 
L as he lifted both hands toward heaven, and passed away to the 
t«vergreen shore, while wave after wave of glory filled the 
froom, and all felt that "the chamber wihere the good man meets 
b%is fate is privileged above the common walks of life, quite 
1 the verge of heaven.' " 
Joseph Hammond came to us at this conference, but 
whence he came it has been impossible for the writer to know. 
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He was enrolled in the list of conference members as having 
been admitted in 1851, but where admitted it is not stated. 
He left us in 1875, but where he went is uncertain. 

C. W. Tarr joined the Northwest Indiana Conference in 
1861, and was transferred from that to ours. He was sta- 
tioned in the Southern part of the State until the division oc- 
curred, when he became a member of that body. 

W. R. Gober was born in Del^alb County, Georgia, April 
25, 1824. His parents were pious, and under the influence of 
a godly home he was converted when ten years of age. Be- 
fore be was twenty-one, he was licensed to preach and admit- 
ted on trial in the Mississippi Conference. In 1851 he came 
as a missionary of the Church South to California. He filled 
the best appointments of that Church, both in the pastorate 
and presiding eldership: he also represented the Pacific Con- 
ference in their General Conference. In 1872, with clean pa- 
pers, and a good record, he joined our Church. He represent- 
ed our conference in the General Conference of 1892. A man 
of much more than average ability, a Christian gentleman. 
an interesting and edifying companion, he cannot he other- 
wise than loved by those who truly know him. 

The following persons were received into the conference 
on trial; J. B. H. Hewett, George R. Stanley, Edward E. 
Dodge, Thomas B. Hopkins, and P. G. Buchanan. The last 
named was only formally received in the relation of a proba- 
tioner, having come with clear credentials from the Congre- 
gational Church, and was excused from the usual course of 
study, having passed it previously. A further account of him 
will be found in another place. ^ 

J. H. B. Hewitt united with the Congregational Church 
before the close of his first year, and became a minister of 
that body. 

George R. Stanley is an alumnus of one of the Ohio state 
universities. He passed his probationary period and confer- 
ence examinations satisfactorily, was received into full con- 
nection in due time, and has been one of our most beloved 
fellow workers. .\ modest man, of good abilities, with 3 
clean record, he tabors on in the work with promise of many 
years of usefulness. 

Edward E. Dodge is one of our best known ministers. He 
graduated at the Willamette University, having partly com- 
pleted his course in the University of the Pacific, At first he 
turned his attention to law, but being called to the ministry 
he entered it without gainsaying, and has made good proof of 
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[ his call. He married a daughter of Dr. Wythe, a a 
[■possessing many of the mental and religious traits of her 
lather. Mr. Dodge still stands on the effective list — effective 
in the full sense of the term. 

Thomas B. Hopkins was bom in Enfield. Tompkins 
County, New York, April 4, 1842. When about eighteen 
years old he left the farm on which he had been raised, and the 
t home family to which he belonged, and went out into the 
world to take care of fliimself. He hired out on a farm, work- 
ing summers and going to school winters, until June 11, 1862, 
when he enlisted as a volunteer in the 107th regiment of his 
■ native State. He did sixteen months' service in the Potomac 
army, and then became a part of Sherman's army in the West. 
With him he remained until the end of the war. He was in 
I the whole campaign about Chatanooga, and Atlanta, and 
thence to the sea. After the war he went to Genesee College, 
where he graduated in 1869. He resided in Indiana for a time, 
teaching in the high school at South Bend. Here he was li- 
censed to preach, and for a time supplied a charge. In the 
spring of 1871 he came to Cahfornia on account of 
health, nnd at once began work in San Mateo County. Mr. 
Hopkins' work has been in every way satisfactory. 

Some new names may be seen among the appointments. 

Richland was organized as a part of the Sacramento Circuit in 

1858, by N. R. Peck. There was then a little dhapel bearing 

the name of Union, in token of the loyalty of its members. N. 

Williams was the first class leader. He and Joseph Gosling 

were stewards. T!iese two, with E. Green. S&muel Smith, and 

J, F. Wooley, were the first trustees. From this charge a local 

preacher, G. W. Goshng, was recommended to the conference 

1862. There was a parsonage built at Richland in 1861, 

' which was swept down the river in the flood of the following 

' winter. It left behind several debts, one of these amounting 

I to $200. due Dr. Williams, a gooil friend of the Church. 

"Father" Owen bought the debt for "two hits" ready cash, 

J and then of course gave it to the Church. The second parson- 

I age was built at Freeport in 1865, but the location was not 

''good, and it was sold for enough to pay all debts against it 

and leave $130, which money was used in building the par- 

I sonage at Elk Grove, a point on the same circuit. Tlie follow- 

I'ing is a hst of pastors: In 1859, W. Hulbert. In i860, J. A. 

r Bruner. In l86i, R. R. Dunlap. In 1862. J. Green. In 1863. 

t W. N. Smith. In 1864 it was called Freeport, with B. W. Rusk 

k-in charge. In 1865 it was Sacramento Circuit again,, 
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with A. C. Haezard in 
In 1868. G. Larkin. 
rametito River Circuit, 
B. Hinman supplied il 
it was supplied by J. H. 



Charge. In 1866. H. J. Bland. 
In 1869 it was called Sac- 
and left to be supplied. L. 
the year following. In 1871 
B, Hewett, who was recommend- 



ed from that charge to the conference, and also returned in 
1872. At that time it was called Richland Circuit. In 1873. 
L. B. Hinman. In 1875, E. E. Dodge. That year another 
parsonage was built at Richland. Dr. Williams donated the 
ground both for the church and parsonage. The latter cost 
about $1,600. In 1876, M. Miller. In 1878, A. S. Gibbons. 
In 1879, J. A. Bruner. In 18S2, H. J. Bland, In 1883, sup- 
plied by Silas Belknap. This year the present church was built 
at a cost of about $3,000. In 1884, J. W. Buxton. 1885. T. S. 
L. Walfe. ]n 1889. S. E. Crowe. In 1890. H. H. Robinson. 
He left in February, 18192. and J. Massic served to the end of 
the year. Both were supplies. In 1892, E. J. Wilson, a sup- 
ply. In 1893. C. H. Kirkbride. In 1894. J. E. Wickes! He 
broke down in the second year of his pastorate, and W, H. 
Johnston supplied the charge until 1897, when it was supplied 
by J. W. Hinds. At this time the name of the charge was 
Courtland. Members 24. probationers 2, Sunday-school schol- 
ars 60, one church valued at $2,500, one parsonage valued at 
$1,200. paid pastor $500, presiding elder $40, bishops $3, raised 
for missions $27. 

Los Banos, on the Stockton District, with E. A. Wible in 
chnrge, reported 14 comunicants and 25 .scholars in the Sun- 
day-school. Mr. Wible remained until 1874, when it was left 
to be supplied, and after that year it was left off the list of ap- 
pointments. 

Kern was a name in nhe list of appointments this year. J. 
L. Bennett supplying it. It reported 25 communicants and 20 
scholars in the Sunday -school. It was called Kernville iii 
1874. and was left to be supplied, in which condition it went 
out of our conference two years later. 

Red Bank and Newville was a charge supplied by a man 
named Brown, initials not given. He reported 20 communi- 
cants and 70 scholars in Sunday-school. It was probably made 
a part of. another work in 1873, at any rate it was not found in 
the list of appointments again. 

Santa Maria, in the northern part of Santa Barbara County, 
was supplied by D. H. Hoskins, who reported 50 commun- 
icants. 40 scholars in Sunday-school, and a parsonage worth 
$100. It was supplied in the two following years, but by 
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whom is unknown. In 1875 i^ ^^'^^ coupled with Lompoc, and 
D. H. Hoskins was in charge. Thus it went into the Southern- 
Conference. 

Ventura is probably the same as San Buena Ventura prev- 
iously noticed. The name had been relieved of surplussage in 
order to suit the tastes and convenience of its more recent 
population. Adam Bland probably preached the first protest- 
ant sermon ever heard in this place. He was taken for a Cath- 
olic priest, and, when he had declared his true status in that 
regard he felt that his life was hardly safe. In 1873 there were 
86 comunicants, including 5 local preachers. That year A. 
Bland was pastor. A churdh 24x40 was dedicated on the 25th 
of January by Dr. Bentley. In 1874, W. A. Knighten. In 
1875 it was called Ventura Circuit, with two supplies, C. H. 
Reamey and G. G. Walter, in charge. It then went out of the 
conference. 

Potter Valley, head of a large circuit, reaching to Long 
Valley, had J. L. Broaddus in charge. From 1854 to 1858 
William Day and Charles Neil, with their families, settled in 
this valley. In i860 they were joined by Jacob Vann and 
family, and Pitt W. Vann, a local preacher, two married sons 
of Jacob, a Mr. Karney and a Mr. Bird. A class was then 
formed by W. S. Bryant, pastor of the Church in Ukiah. In 
that year it was named as a part of the Ukiah charge, in which 
relation it remained for many years. In 1872 it was put with 
the region furfher north. In 1873 it was Potter Valley alone 
without change of pastor. In 1874 it was Potter and Little 
Lake, with G. McRae in charge. In 1875 it was supplied by 
T. W. Spanswich. In 1876 it was supplied by L. Daves. In 
1877 it was again coupled with Ukiah, and J. L. Burchard 
was in charge. In 1878 it was Potter and Long Valley, with 
R. R. Dunlap in charge. In 1880 it was left to be supplied. 
In 1881 it does not appear, but Willetts does, and Potter 
Valley was a part of that charge. We sihall consider the his- 
torv of Willetts further on. 

Guennoc, with J. Green in charge, reported 25 communi- 
cants, a church valued at $600, and a parsonage valued at 
$200. In 1873 it became an appendage to Calistoga, and has 
never been a separate charge since. 

Dixon comes to the front this year with J. H. Peters in 
charge. It was coupled with Bing*hamton, a place but a few 
miles away. In 1873 there were jy communicants, 88 schol- 
ars in Sunday-school, one church valued at $4,500, one par- 
sonage valued at $600. In 1875, E. C. Arnold. In 1876, W. 
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T. Mayne. In [877 Bingham tun was dropped from the name. 
In 1878 it was Dixon and Binghamton, with T. H. Woodward 
in charge. In 1880. S. H. Rhoads. In 1881. J. L. Trefren. 
In 1883, D. Deal. In 1884, W. F. Warren. In 1886 Dixon 
was alone, with Warren still in dharge. In 1887, J. A. Van 
Anda. In 1890, F. I,. Tuttle. In i8yi, H. C. TaUman. In 
1893, L. Ewing. In 1894. L. P. Walker. In 1896. G. O. Ash. 
In 1897, F. R. Walton. Members 38, probationers 2, schol- 
ars in Sunday-school 60, one church valued at $3,000, one par- 
sonage valued at $1,000, paid pastor $624, presiding elder $47. 
bishops 4, raised for missions $g. 

Merced was an appointment this year with W. Oliver in 
charge. In 1873, E. M. Stuart. In 1875. A. J. Hanson. In 
1878 it was supplied by R. M. Kirkland. He remained until 
1880, when Merced, along with Mariposa, passed under the 
jurisdiction of the SouChern Conference. The report of this 
charge for 1879 gives 27 members, 4 probationers. 60 scholars 
in Sunday-school , a church valued at $1,000, and a parsonage 
vaiued at $600. 

Gridley became a charge this year supplied by E. Paddi- 
son. In 1873 it was supplied by A. C. Shafer. In 1S74 it was 
left off the list. It appeared again in 1885 as an appendage of 
Biggs, where it remained until 1890, when it ceased to be 
named, though probably it still belongs to the same work. 

The Willows, with Mr. Winn in charge as a supply, made 
no report the next year, and received no further attention so 
far as the minutes show. 

Round Valley was an appointment this year separate from 
the reservation located there. In 1873 there were 16 communi- 
cants, 63 scholars In nhe Sunady-school, but no church prop- 
erty. N. Burton was the pastor. In 1873 it was left to be 
isupplied. In 1874, J. L. Broaddus. In 1875. T. M. Dart, In 
1876. J. L. Broaddus. In 1877 there was a Round Valley. 
with H. B. Sheldon in charge, a Round Valley Mission to be 
snpplied, and a Round Valley Circuit, with J. L. Broaddus in 
charge. In 1878 there was only a Round Valley Mission, 
with H. B. Sheldon in charge, and one other to be supplied. 
In 1879 it was Round Valley Mission and Covelo. with J. S. 
Fiadicr in charge. In 1881 it was Round Valley Indian Mis- 
sion, supplied by L. W. Simmons, assisted by H. B. Sheldon. 
In 1883, Round Valley and Indian Mission was left to be 
■supplied. In 1884 it was off the list. In 1893 '* appears again 
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under the name of Round Valley Indian Mission, (Covelo), 
supplied by C. Anderson. This name and appointment con- 
tinued until the close of our historical period, when Mr. An- 
derson reported 37 members, 6 probationers, 2 local preachers, 
100 scholars in Sunday-school, but no church property. They 
paid the pastor $70. 



CHAPTER XXVni. 

1873. 
The Twenty-First Conference. 

The conference this year met in Central Church, San Fran- 
cisco, Oil the 17th of September and adjourned on the 23d. 
]>ishop Peck presided. Dr. Heacock was continued secretar>-. 
Georo^e Clifford reported for the Petaluma District, having- 
been appointed to that work on the occasion of Dr. Thomas' 
death. Robert Beeching, a very useful member of Powell- 
street Church, and afterward of the First Church in Alameda, 
was ordained deacon, according to local preacher's rule. The 
presiding elders reported a new church at Half Moon Bay. 
costing $3,900: one at Redwood, costing $1,800: one at May- 
field costing $2,450: one at Modesto, costing $4,000, a new 
cliurch and i^arsonage at Merced, a new parsonage at Dixon, 
a new church at Grass \'alley, costing $12,000. one at Middle- 
ton and one at Ferndale. cost not given. 

Statisfiis. Conference members at tlie close of the ses- 
sion, 120, with 12 probationers. The Church at large reported 
6,416 members in full connection, 1,012 probationers. 113: 
!(U'al preachers, 142 Sunday-schools, officers and teachers 

.-|8^. schobrs lo^jc;, coiiversions 'n the Sunday-schools 275, 
churches 97, probable value $691,300, parsonages 61, probable 
value $(^)0,02^, raised for Conference Claimants $1,200, for mis- 
s'(»n< hoivi Churches S2.q/S. from Sunday-schools. $748^3, 

for Woman's Missionar>' Society $569.60, for Church Ex- 
tension $761.40, for tracts $131.25, for Sunday-school Union 
S\y;'.2j, for Freedman's Aid Society, the first contributions, 
$115. for HducHtion $421.75. The Missionary Society appro- 
priated $8,460 to the English work, and $2,500 for the Ger- 
man. 

This year there was an Oakland District, embracing the 
region around the bay, east and north of San Francisco, ex- 

undinii to Calistoga. \V. R. Gober was presiding elder. 

v'xiali District took the balance of the Petaluma District, and 

W. S. Turner was in charge. There were 135 pastoral 
charges. 
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The transfers at thi? conference were Stephen Bowers, from 
the r>regon, S. C. Elliott, from the East Maine, James Burns, 
from the Iowa, E. R. Dille, from the Xew York, John Thomp- 
son from the Northwestern Irtrliana, Martin Miller, from the 
Illinois Central, E. A. Winning, from the Des Moines, A. H. 
Tevis, from the Northwestern Indiana, and S. H. Rhoads, 
from the North Indiana. Stephen Bowers joined the Iowa 
Conference in 1856, and was transfered from that conference 
to the Oregon, where he remained but a few years. He was 
at Santa Barbara when the conference was divided, and so be- 
came a charter member of the Southern bod v. 

S. C. Elliott joined the East Maine Conference in 1855, he 
did effective work in this conference until 1889, when he was 
placed on the stiperannuated list. He resides at Napa. 

Fames Burns was received into the Canada Weslevan Con- 
ference in 1853. He subsequently became a member of the 
Iowa Conference, whence he was transferred to this. In 1877 
he was suspended for one year on account of improper con- 
duct. In 1879 he withdrew from the ministry. 

E. R. Dille was born in Middleport, Illinois, April ^, 1848. 
He was converted in 1864. Though .so young at the fime, he 
was a soldier in the civil war, and his life in the armv often 
gives valuable coloring to his sermons. His patriotism no one 
questions. He was educated in Frankfort Seminary, Indiana, 
and taught for a time in that institution. He was licensed to 
preach in 1870, his certificate to that effect bearing the signa- 
ture of Bishop Joyce, then a presiding elder in Indiana. The 
same year he joined the Northwestern Indiana Conference. He 
was transfered to our conference when a deacon of the second 
class. He was ordained elder in 1874. He received the de- 
gree of D. D. from the l/niversity of the Pacific in 1886. His 
success in the ministry has not been surpassed by any member 
of the California Conference. 

John Thompson is a native of England, but came while 
young to America and settled in Illinois. He joined the 
Northwestern Indiana Conference in 1869. He came here as 
a district superintendent of the American Bible Society, and 
has steadily remained in the Bible work until now. In age 
.and feebleness he continues in his favorite employ of getting 
the Bible into every home. He was given the degree of D. D. 
by the University of the Pacific. 

Martin Miller joined the Illinois Conference in 1870. He 
came from that conference to this, and remained in the regu- 
,lar work ver)' acceptably until 1880, when he located. 
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E. A. Winning was a soldier in the war of the rebellion, 
doing good service for his country. In 1866 he joined the Des 
Moines Conference, whence he transfered to this. He came 
for health in the spring of 1873, and went to work at once. 
He i'S a man of much worth, and his services have been of 
much value. He has the confidence and love of all his breth- 
ren. 

A. T. Tevis remained with us but one year, and was then 
transfered to the Nevada Conference. 

Samuel H. Rhoads was born in Warren County, Ohio, 
converted at the age of thirteen, educated in the public schools, 
but received private instruction in the languages, and in theol- 
ogy, acquiring proficiency in all branches of knowledge for the 
work of the ministry. He joined the North Indiana Confer- 
ence in 1853. He has done the Church valuable service, and is 
iftill doing it. 

Jo'seph H. Wythe, a son of Dr. Wythe, ^o well known, was 
born in Salem, Chester County, Pennsylvania, January 17, 
1853. He was educated in the public schools, in Portland 
Academy, and finished the full classical course in the Univer- 
sity of the Pacific in 1873. The Sunday after graduation he 
bcgrn supplying the work in Martinez, joining the conference 
on trial at its next session. In 1874 he was discontinued at 
his own recjuest, that he might attend Drew Theological Sem- 
mary. He re-entered the conference in 1875, ^"^ ^^s been in 
tlie effective work since, except from 1893 to 1895, when owing 
to injuries received while attending a luneral, he wis com 
pelled to take a supernumerary relation. 

Of Henry C. Smith the writer knows nothing except that 
he was discontinued at the end of two years. 

William A. Knighten has been always employed in the 
Southern part of the State, where he yet lives and efficiently 
l'>l)ors, being one of the strong men of that conference. These 
three — Wythe, Smith and Knighten — were the only proba- 
tioners received at this session. 

Santa Cruz Circuit has embraced Felton, Ben Lomond 
and r.ouldcr Creek, though the latter place is merely the name 
of the ])ost-office, the church being in Lorenzo, near by. At 
different times t)ther ])oints of less importance have received 
atteiiiit)n. Fi^r several vears ])ast Felton and Ben Lomond 
liavo not been visited, the work being confined to Lorenzo 
and i)Oulder Creek. Here we have a very comfortable church 
and ])arsonage, and a small membership. It was left to be sup- 
plied in 1873, but it seems no one could be found to take it. In 




1874. ^- 1^- Hendon. In 1875 it was left to be supplied.. 
There seems to have been no further attention given this re- 
gion until 1881, when it appears among the appointments to- 
be supplied. The next year it reported 35 members. In 1882, 
L. F'ellers. In 1883. W. P. S. Duncan. In 1884 it was sup- 
plied by J. O. Askins. At that time there was a parsonage- 
valued at $450. In 1885 it was called Lorenzo and Felton, 
with Askins still in charge. That year a church valued at 
$3,000 was reported. In 1886, F. M. Willis. During this pas- 
torate the Church was greatly weakened by the organization 
of a Presbyterian Church, both in Boulder Creek and Ben Lo- 
mond. In 1890, T. S. Fisher. In i8q[, W. T. Mavne. In 
1892. S. E. Crowe. In 1894. J. R. Watson. In 1S96. sup- 
plied by C. V. Anthony, in 1897, G. R. Stanley. Members, 
33: probationers, 6; scholars in Sunday-school, 51; one 
church, valued at $2,400; one parsonage, valued at $800; paid 
pastor. S300: presiding elder, $8; bishops. $2: raised for mis- 
sions, $15. 

We must now introduce Haywards to the reader as a sep- 
arate charge. In 1861, and probably before that time, serv- 
ices were held in a hal! prepared for dancing, and fitted up in 
the Havwards Hotel. The principal member of that region 
when the writer was in charge was a man by the name o( 
Hughes. He was a Virginian, and in sympathy with the 
South. Towards the writer he had conceived a prejudice as a 
political preacher. Wickes, however, was an untried man, 
from Baltimore, and he was sent to Haywards, the writer occu- 
pying his time elsewhere. Still no financial help came from 
Father Hughes, who could not allow his conscience to help 
support an abolition preacher. Toward the close of the year 
there was a clamor raised over tlie matter, and a change was. 
made in the plan of the circuit by which the senior preacher 
should visit Haywards. At the first service Father Hughes, 
was present, but took a seat near the door, so as to easily es- 
cape the hearing of any heretical politics. The test for the 
occasion was these words, "Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us 
by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghost." An amen from Father Hughes was sweet music in 
the ears of the preacher, and frequent repetitions of that word 
iU a loud tone of voice contributed largely to promote the lib- 
erty which he felt on that ocasion. The Virginian grasped the- 
hand of the abolitionist heartily at the close, saying, "That was 
the gospel you gave us, my brother; don't you ever preach. 
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anything but the gospel." From that day we were fast friends. 
Father Hughes went home many years ago, his widow assur- 
ing the writer afterward that he always spoke in kindness of 
the man he had so doubted at first. The beauty of the place at- 
tracted population, and in the years following it grew in im- 
portance. The pastors of the church in San Leandro had 
charge. In 1866 James Corwin was on. that work, and that 
year a church was built that cost about $2,000. In 1873 it 
became a station with J. W. Bryant in charge. He reported 
Dt the end of the year 71 communicants and 130 scholars in 
Sunda3'-school. In 1876, S. Kinsey. During this pastorate a 
parsonage was built. The second year of Mr. Kinsev's pas- 
tor ite Center vile was added to the charge. In 1878. \V. T. 
Maync. The next }ear the name of Centerville was dropocil 
In 1880, W. C. Curry. In 1881 it was with San Leandro and 
T. R. Palmer wa-s in charge. In 1882, it was alone, with S. 
T. Sterritt in charge. In 1884, J. H. Bacon. He did not live 
to finish his first vear and F. E. McCallum was employed as a 
supply. In 1885^, H. H. Hall. In 1887, J. W. Brvant. In 
i888,'j. W. Ross. In 1892, J. L. Trefren. In 1893, D. W. 
Chilson. In 1894, R. E. Wenk. In 1896, W. R. Gober. In 
1897, ^' S- L. Wallis, afterward changed to A. J. Case. Mem- 
bers, 42 ; probationers, 5 ; scholars in Sunday-school, 35 ; one 
church, valued at $3,500; one parsonage, valued at $2,500; 
paid pastor, $511; presiding elder, $16; bishops, $2 ; raised for 
missions, $25. It ought to be said that the gi*eat influx of for- 
eigners has been the principal reason why the membership of 
the church in Haywards has not increased. 

We find a Richland Circuit on two widely separated dis- 
tricts. This that we now consider was on the Los Angeles. 
with W. A. Knighten in charge. It reported 46 communi- 
cants, and was then left off the list, probably placed under an- 
other name. 

Riverside was supplied by some one unknown. It re- 
ported 1 1 communicants and 60 scholars in Sunday-school. 
It was left to be supplied in 1874, and in 1875 ^^^ ^. D. Bo- 
vard as pastor. He went with it into the Southern Confer- 
ence in 1876. 

Walnut Creek, beautiful for situation, lying at the base of 
Mt. Diablo, became a separate charge, or more properly 
s])eaking the name of a charge, in 1873, ^vith G. F. Elliott sup- 
plying it. During most of its history Lafayette was a part of 
the work, but not at first, so that in 1874 we can estimate the 
numerical strength of the Church in Walnut Creek. There 
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were then 32 communicants and 58 scholars in the Sunday- 
school. Captain Fayles and Mr. Larkey were leading mem- 
bers of the Church and liberal supporters of it. Its financial- 
strength was greater than its numbers would indicate. This, 
statement covers the early and middle portions of the eighties. 
Msny changes have occurred since then. In the absence of. 
further information we can only give in this place the suc- 
cession of pastors. In 1874, T. H. Jones. In 1876. W. B. 
Priddv. In 1879, W. S. UrmV. In 1881. C, E. Rich. In. 
1884- J. E. Wickes. In 1885. A. Holbrook. In 1888. J. I,. 
Trefren. In 1889, G. H. McCracken. In 1891, h. fellers. 
In 1892, W. R. Gober. During this year the parsonage was 
burned, and the pastor's valuable library destroyed. In 1893, 
F. A. McEatdl. In 1894. E. J- Wilson, 'in 1895! C, G. Miines. 
In 1896 it was supplied by C. H. Darling. He was reap- 
pointed in 1897. Members, 52: probationers. 5; scholars in- 
Sunday-school. 75 ; two churrhes^ — -one at Lafayette, valued at 
$2,600: paid pastor, $564; presiding elder, $32; bishops, $3;. 
raised tor missions, $1.1. 

Colfax, on the railroad, now began to arrest attention. 
When the first class was formed it is impossible to say, nor 
yet when preaching was first instituted. This year it was 
placed with Iowa Hill, and in charge of J. J. Cleveland. He 
reported 29 communicants, and 25 scholars in Sunday-school. 
He remained two years, and was followed by S. Jones in 1875, 
llefore or after this change, in that year at least, a church was 
built. In 1877, W. H. Hughes. In 1878, G. R. Stanley. In. 
1880, W. Peck. In 1881, W. M- Johnson. In 1882, W. M. 
Woodward. In 1884 it was Colfax and Dutch Flat, with S. C: 
Elliott in charge. In 1885, E. Smith., In 1886, the name was. 
simply Colfax. In 1887, T. R. Hartley. In 1889, L. W. Sim- 
mons. In 1890, G, H. Jones. In 1891 it was Colfax and 
Dutch Flat, with J. E. Wright in charge. In 1884 it was 
alone, Wright still in charge. In 1895, L. Ewing. In 1896. E. 
Smith. In 1897, A. C. Duncan. Members, 18: Sunday- 
school scholars, 65; two churches, worth $2,OCO: one par- 
sonage, valued at $600 ; paid pastor, $425 ; presiding elder, $35 ; 
bishops. $2; raised for missions, $5. 

Lodi, near the banks of the Mokehmme River, when it 
first became a station on the railroad, was called Mokelumne. 
Tliis region was within the bounds of the circuit called 
Staples' Ranch, and afterward Woodbridge Circuit, the last 
named place being off the railroad, and only a short distance 
from Lodi. The L'nited Brethren attempted to estabhsh a^ 
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college in Woodbridge, and our Chiurch left it to them. Grad- 
ually Lodi became the headquarters of our Church in that 
neighborhood. A class was formed here some years before 
it became a charge bearing this name. C. A. E. Hertel was 
sent here in 1873, and at the end of a year reported 62 com- 
municants and a church valued at $5,000. This church was 
used some time before it was finished. It was dedicated in 
1875. In 1876, W. A. Hughes. In 1877, J. H. White. In 
1879, C. S. Haswell. In 1882, T. B. Palmer. In 1884, W. R. 
Gober. In 1885, E. E. Dodge. In 1886, S. Jones. In 1890, 
J. L. Mann. In 1891, E. A. Winning. In 1893, it was Lodi 
and Acampo, Winning still in charge. In 1894, L. Fellers. 
His pastorate extended beyond our period. Members, 120: 
probationers, 3 ; one local preacher, 125 scholars in Sunday- 
school, paid pastor $750, presiding elder $50, bishops $20, 
raised for missions $56. 

We have had a Bear River Circuit, and a Bear Creek 
Circuit; this year we have a Bear Valley Circuit, with J. 
Green in charge. He reported 7 communicants, $75 paid the 
pastor, $5 paid the presiding elder, and what is greatly cred- 
itable, he had raised $8 for missions. It was then left out of 
;the list. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

I874. 
The Twenty-5econd Conference. 

The twentv-second session of the conference convened in 
Howard Street Church September T6th and adjourned the 
23rd. Bishop Merrill presided. H. B. Heacock was contin- 
ued secretary. Dr. J. M. Reid was present in the interests of 
the Missionary Society of the Church. The conference re- 
ceived $30 in currency from the Chartered Fund. A recom- 
mendation came up from the San Francisco District Confer- 
ence that Mrs. Maggie Van Cott be ordained deacon under 
local preacher's rule. The bishop declared the recommenda- 
tion out of order, as a woman had no status as a local preacher 
in the Church. An appeal to the General Conference was tak- 
en, signed by twenty or more of the conference, the writer 
among them. The General Conference of course affirmed 
the decision of the bishop. John Bergner was ordained dea- 
con as a local preacher. This conference inaugurated the cus- 
tom, since followed, of hearing obituary papers read concern- 
ing the deaths of the wives of mini-sters. 

Statistics. — The names on the ministerial roll at the close 
of conference were 124, with 9 probationers. Church mem- 
bers 7,590, probationers 1,804, local preachers 112, Sunday- 
schools 162, officers and teachers 1,646, scholars 12,516, con- 
versions in the Sunday-schools 314, churches iii, probable 
value $649,725, parsonages 72, probable value $67,700, raised 
for Conference Claimants $1,047.50 ; for missions, from church- 
es $2,690.88, from Sunday-schools $945.95, for Bible Society 
$553.85, for Woman^s Missionary Society $785.51, for Church 
Extension $469.40, for tracts $137.80, for Sunday-School Un- 
ion $135, for Freemen's Aid $89.80, for Education $764.65. 
The conference received from the Missionary Society this year 
$S,ooo for the English work and $2,500 for the German. 

The districts were as follows : San Francisco, G. Clifford. 
Sacramento, D. Deal. Stockton, W. Dennett. Marysville, 
W. Peck. Los Angeles, J. R. Tansey. Ukiah, W. S. Turner. 

(345; 
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German, G. H. Bollinger. The region north of the bay was 
placed in the San Francisco District. There were 135 pastor- 
al charges. 

There were eleven transfers to this conference. William 
McPheeters, from the Oregon Conference ; Charles J. Love- 
joy, from the K?nsas: Julius and K. Fr^nz, from the South- 
western Germrn; G.S.Hickey, from the Michig-'n: A.J.Wells, 
from the Nevada; L. L. Rodgers, from the Western X. Y. : 
Ensign H. King, from the Des Moines ; Silas Pruden, from 
the Ohio : Esdras Smith, from the Upper Iowa, and A. H. 
D. ivies from the Illinois. 

William McPheeters joined the Baltimore Conference at 
first. He Wa'S a man of much ability in the pulpit. In 1879 
he was transferred to the Central Illinois Conference. 

Charles J. Lovejoy joined the Kansas Conference in 1868. 
Judging from a sermon the writer heard him preach, he was 
inclined to be sensational. In 1879 he withdrew from the 
ministry. 

Julius and K. Franz were brothers. They engaged in the 
German work, but remained onlv one or two vears. 

George S. Hickey was a brother of the John Hickey whose 
experiences are related elsewhere. He remained with U'S but a 
few years, when he returned to Michigan, whence he came. 

A. J. Wells was a bright man, a good preacher, and capa- 
ble of great usefulness. He was not in harmony with our 
system, and in 1882 joined the Congregational Church. Some 
years later he drifted into the Unitarian Church, and became 
a p stor of that denomination in San Francisco. 

L. L. Rogers came to take charge of the Xapa Collegiate 
Institute. He remained there two years, and then engaged in 
the pastorate. In 1879 ^^^ ^^^^ ^^S' ^^^^t where he went is un- 
kn«.)wn to the writer. 

Ensign H. King is one of our soldier ministers. We have 
er.ough of tlieni to make a goodly \'eteran's Society. Their 
annual camp fires light a good many hearts that did not go to 
the war, but who have, and always will have, an affection for 
those wlu) did, an affection that grows in proportion to the 
length of time that se])arates between them and those days 
that tried menV souls. Chaplain King was born near Newcas- 
tle, Penn., January 28, 1838. His parents were devout Meth- 
odists, and so reared him that he never knew when he was 
not a child of God. He joined the Church in Iowa in 1853. 
He was licensed to ])reach in i860. He enlisted in company I, 
Fifteenth regiment, lt)wa X'olunteers, in Xovember, 1861. He 
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began as a private, hut was promoted during; liis first three 
years through the office of first sergesnt, second lieutenant, 
first lieutenant, to be chaplain of the regiment. He 'served in 
this last office until regularly mustered out at the end of the 
wnr in August, 1865. He immediately began his work as a 
Va.'-ior. supplying a charge until the time of the t)es Moines- 
Conference session in 1866. After eight years of successful 
labor in that conference, he came to California. In 1888 he 
was compelled to take a -superannuated relation, in which he 
remains. He resides at Napa. 

Of Silas Ptuden nothing is known save that he came, did 
two or three years' service, and located. 

Esdras Smith was born in Sullivan Cotmty, New Hamp- 
shire, September i, i82y. His parents were Presbyterians, 
and he was carefully raised. In 1848 he went with hi'3 father's 
family to Missouri, and soon after to Illinois. They settled in- 
Morgan County, where in June, 1849, he experienced religion 
at a prayer-meeting held in a log school house. He also fell it 
was his duty to preach, but resisted this impression, greatly to- 
his Jos'.? of comfort, until 1856, when he united with the Min- 
nesota Conference. He labored there for a time and also in 
the L'pper towa Conference, whence he was transferred to 
this in [874. He has done hard work in hard charges, labor- 
ing faithfully until 1899, when he was superannuated. He 
died December 22, 1899. 

The name of A. H. Davies appears in the list of transfers, 
btit as it does not appear elsewhere, neither thid year or the 
next, it must be a mistake. At least the writer knows nothing 
of him. 

There were also two transfers of probationers— Marion M. 
Bovard and Hamilton D. Hunter. The first was a transfer 
from the North Indiana Conference, which body he joined in 
1872. His labors in this State were wholly in Southern Cali- 
fornia, being a charter member of that conference. He did 
very valuable service in the pastorate, and in the educational 
work, until hi-i death several years ago. 

Hamilton D. Hunter was a transfer from one of the more- 
westem New York Conferences. He remained in this field un- 
til 1878, then he withdrew from our ministry. 

There were two probationers received at this conference — 
Andrew J. Hanson and Murdock Grant. The first was born 
ill Fremont County, Iowa, October ii. 1850. He came with: 
his father to California in 186,2, and settled near Sacramento. 
He was converted at Eden Creek school house in a revival. 
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meeting, February 14, 1864^ joining- the Church soon after. 
He graduated in the full classical course in the University of 
th« Pacific, in 1873. He supplied the church in Lockeford 
until the conference of 1874. In December, 1873, he married 
Misps Helen M. St^rr, also a graduate of the same institution. 
He engaged in regular pastoral work until 1878, when he was 
selected to labor with Dr. Gibson in the Chinese mission. Af- 
ter two years in California he went to Oregon, in charge of the 
Chinese work there. On resigning his place in the mi-ssion, 
he was transferred to the Puget Sound Conference, where he 
labored as pastor and presiding elder for thirteen years, rep- 
resenting that body in the General Conference of 1892. By re- 
quest of his many friends in California he was transferred 
back to our conference in 1897. 

Of Murdock Grant the writer onlv knows he was never re- 
ceived into full connection. In a year or two he was discon- 
tinued. 

The separation of East Oakland from the First Church 
was rather premature. None of the members living in East 
Oakland desired it, and this weakened the enthusiasm so es- 
sential to a new undertaking of so great magnitude. Mr. Hul- 
bert worked hard, bought a good lot, better in the opinion of 
the writer than the one now in use. Here they erected a small 
plain church, but as the entire expense, or very nearly so, 
had to be a matter of debt, it was a long time that the society 
had to struggle with a burden too great for it to bear. In 
order to be relieved from debt they had to -sacrifice a part of 
their ground, and thus lose the situation for the coming vears. 
In 1876, W. Gafney. In 1877, C. J. Lovejoy. In 1878, \V. S. 
Turner. In 1879, W. Angwin. During this pastorate the 
church debt was paid. It was no easy task, even with the 
aid afforded bv the sale of one of their lots. In 1880 San 
Leandro ws added to it. The next yc^r it was alone. In 
1882, J. L. Mann. In 1884, J. W. Ross. In 1887, H. B. Hea- 
cock. The old property was now sold, a lot with parsonage 
ori Eighth avenue purchased, and a new church erected there- 
on. In 1889 the name of the charge was changed to Eighth 
Avenue. When Dr. Heacock left in 1892, the church was val- 
ued at $35,000 rnd the parsonage at $5,500. A heavy debt was 
incurred which has seriously embarrassed them since, but thev 
are at this writing in sight of victory. M. F. Colburn followed 
Heacock. In 1893, S- J- Carroll. In 1897, A. T. Xeedham. 
Members 287, probationers 25, local preachers 2, Sundav- 
school scholars 141, one church valued at $25,000, one parson- 
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age valued at $5,000, paid pastor $1,800. presiding elder $100, 
bis!iops $20, raised for missions $170. 

This was not the first that was seen of Plymouth, for it had 
been a long time a point on some contiguous circurt. In 1874 
it was the head of a circuit, with R. Kirkland ^supplying it. 
In 1875 it was Plymouth and Volcano, with J. J. Cleveland 
in charge. In 1876 it was Plymouth and Drytown. with J. H. 
Jones in charge. The next year Drytown wis not named. In 
1878. A. R.Sheriff. In 1879'it was lone and Plymouth, with 
S. T. Sterrett in charge. In 1S80 it was nominally alone, and 
supphed by S. Belknap. In 1882. W. S. Corwin. At that time 
the circuit embraced Drytown, Oleta, and Shenandoah Valley. 
But these last named places were soon after added to Volcano, 
and Plymouth became a station. In 1884 it was supplied by 
C. F. Withrow. This was a year of much loss to our Church 
through the introduction of a Free Methodist Church. In 
1885. A. C. Duncan. In 1887. J. L. Burchard. In 1889. it 
was Plymouth and Dr>'town with W. P. S. Duncan in charge. 
In iSyb it was supplied bv T. Leak. In 1891, C. H. Kirk- 
bride, In 1895, W. T. Curnow. tn 1897, A. Case. Members 
66, probationers 2. one local preacher, no scholars in Simday- 
school, one church valued at $2,500, one parsonage valued at 
$500, paid pastor $553, presiding elder $15, raised for mis- 
sions $20. ' 

Biggs became an appointment on the Marysville District, 
with H. J. Bland in charge. In the absence of information 
concerning this place we shall simply give the succession of 
pastors, in 1875, J. S. Fisher. In 1877, J, M. Park. 
In 1878. 1. B. Fish. In 1879, G. Adams. In 1880. 
J. H. Jones. In [881, W. S. Corwin. In 1882 it 
wa.s supplied. In 1883 it was Biggs and Gridley, sup- 
plied bv A. R. Sheriff. In 1884 it was supphed bv E. Hop- 
kins, in 1885, H. B. Sheldon. In 1886, L. W. Simmons. In 
1889, it was supplied by J. S. Anderson. In 1890 it stood 
alone and was supplied by W, E. Read. In 1891 it was sup- 
plied by A. L,. Walker. In 1893 it was supplied by John 
Tamblvn. In 1894 it was supplied by Arthur Navlor. In 
1896, it was supplied by J. W. Hinds. In 1897. E. Huffaker. 
Members 51, probationers 15. scholars in Sunday-schools 85, 
one church valued at $3,000, paid pastor $540. presiding elder 
$42, raised for missions $1 1. 

Orange was a place in the Los Angeles District, where A. 
Bland was stationed this vear. The nest year it was called 
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Orange and Anaheim, with J. M. Campbell in charge. And 
thus we take our leave of it. 

Pleasanton appeared in the lead of Livermore this year, 
with E. A. Wible in charge. In 1875, E. M. Stuart. During 
this pastorate a church was built in Pleasanton. It was under- 
taken and carried forward by the few Methodists who lived 
there. Still the pastor was induced to submit its ownership to 
a popular vote. It was almo'st cjertain that if those who voted 
had been only such as gave money to build the church, it had 
been a Methodist Church. But manv in the communitv had a 
prejudice against Methodism because of its attitude on the 
subject of dancing, and these came in and took an active part 
in the election. The result was, it was voted into the Presby- 
terion Church. Better that than to be a Union Church. In 1876, 
J. A. Bruner. In 1878, it was Pleasanton and San Ramon, 
supplied by W. D. Crabb. In 1879 it was San Ramon and 
Pleasanton, Crabb still in charge. It remained a part of the 
Sgh Ramon charge, though not always named, until 1893. 
All this time it had a parsonage, and in 1888, during the pas- 
torate of Ross Taylor, a neat church was erected. The pas- 
tors serving during this period will be given in connection 
with the history of San Ramon. Until the c'hurch was built, 
•services were held in the Presbyterian Church. In 1893 Pleas- 
anton was alone with H. W. Baker supplying it. He reported 
16 communicants, and 30 scholars in Sunday-school. In 1894, 
it was Pleasanton and San Ramon, with E. A. Winning in 
charge. In i8g6, E. J. Wilson. In 1897, R. Burley. At that 
time the two churches reported 25 members, one probationer, 
70 scholars in its two Sunday-schools, two churches valued at 
$6,000, one parsonage valued at $1,000, paid pastor $600, pre- 
siding elder $25, bishops $1, raised for missions $11. 

f)akersfield was rn appointment this year with A. J. Han- 
son in charge. In 1875, J- K- Green. With this appointment 
it went out of our conference. 

Wilbur and Bartlett Springs are about twelve miles apart. 
in the Coast r^nge of mountains, west of Colusa. J. Green 
was the appointee this year. Mr. Wilbur was a Methodist. 
The re,q:ion is sparsely settled, and no one followed Mr. Green. 



CHAPTER XXX, 

1 875. 
The Twenty-Third Conference. 




This conference met on the 15th tiay of September in the 
Central Cliurch. San Francisco. Bishop Peck presiding. It 
was his last visit to the Coast. Dr. Heacock was continued as 
secretary. It wa.s at this session that David Jacks o£ Monterey 
oiTered one lumrtred acres of land for a camp meeting ground, 
and a place of summer resort. The conference selected a c 
niittee to receive the gift, and under due incorporation, pro- 
ceed to make it effective tor the purposes intended. Thus Pa- 
cific Grove Retreat was inaugurated. Though the gift was 
finally lost to the Church through the debts contracted in its 
early development, the enterprise has gone on with little or no 
embarrassment on that account, until Pacific Grove is about 
as well known in the world as San Francisco itself. It was 
also at this conference that measures were adopted which led 
Xv the formation of the Southern California Conference one 
_\ear later. To some of us this seemed premature, and was op- 
posed on that account, but the outcome has fully justified the 
step, and our Southern brethren have fully established their 
ability to keep house for themselves. 

S't(Hislics.~At the close of the conference 'session there 
were 143 ministers on the roll of members, and u proha- 
tioners. The reports from churches gave 8,296 members, 
2.209 probationers. 126 local preachers. 156 Sunday-schools, 
1,673 oiiRcers and teachers, 12,592 scholars, 107 churches, val- 
ued at $660,050, 71 parsonages, probable value $67,450, raised 
for nii'Ssions $4,582. 

J, H. Wythe was placed on the San Francisco District, 
A. J. Nelson on the Sacramento, the Petaluma District was 
restored, with W. S. Turner in charge. The Humboldt Dis- 
trict was added to the Mt, Shasta, the whole called the Nor- 
thern California District, and placed in charge of H. B. Shel- 
don. F. Bonn was on the German District. The prospective 
Southern California Conference was made into two districts, 
Los Angeles, with A. M. Hough in charge, and the Santa Bar- 
(351) 
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bara, with P. Y. Cool in charge. There were i6o pastoral ap- 
pointments. 

Delegates were elected at this time to the General Con- 
ference of 1876. The conference delegation stood as follows: 
George Clifford, H. C. Benson and W. S. Turner. The re- 
serves were Wesley Dennett and H. B. Heacock. Dr. Den- 
nett went in place of the chairman of the delegation, who was 
detained at home by sickness in his family. The laymen met 
and elected Annis Merrill and E. B. Bateman. Dr. Bateman 
was a physician, formerly of Stockton, but afterward on the 
reservation at Round Valley, a position he held at the time of 
his appointment. J. W. Hinds and Peter Bohl were reserve 
delegates. Mr. Hinds was a banker, who afterward became 
a local preacher, supplying charges in several places. Mr. 
Bohl is mentioned elsewhere. He went in place of Mr. Mer- 
rill. The laymen endorsed the Indian policy of Gen. Grant, 
and all efforts to Christianize the Chinese, recommended a 
mission of our Church to Canton, China, asked for lay repre- 
sentation in the annual conference, the legal recognition of 
women as local preachers, and a law excluding all ministers 
who use tobacco from membership in an annual conference. 
This conference is noted as that which received the largest 
number of transfers of any other in our history. It will be 
observed, however, that the men sent have, for the most 
part, done excellent work. Besides, among them were a few 
of the most brilliant men we have ever had. Here is the list: 
!M. C. Briggs, from the Rock River Conference, F. P. Tower 
from the New York Ea-st, Thomas Guard from the Baltimore, 
C. C. Stratton from the Rocky Mountain, L. M. Hancock 
from the South Kansas, E. A. Ludwick from the Erie, C. H. 
Kenney from the New England, J. B. Green from the South 
Indiana, C. G. M lines from the Colorado, L. T. Woodward 
from the Oregon, T. F. Harts from the Kansas, J. L. Mann 
from the Holston, S. F. Woodcock from the South East In- 
diana, Acjuila Holbrook from the North Ohio, John Coyle 
from the Newark, J. W. Hawley from the South Kansas, J. N. 
Pardee from the Wyoming, J. B. Maxfield from the Nebraska^. 
John E. Day from the Kansas, R. L. Harford from the Kan- 
sas, and J. ^I. Park from the Holston. To these we may add, 
T. n. Palmer and Thomas Dart, admitted on certificate of lo- 
ciition, and W. J. Sheehan, admitted on credentials from the 
Canada Wesleyan Conference. 

Dr. lirigg'S returned to his old field of labor after an ab- 
sence of five years, two of which were spent in Cincinnati, 
and three in Evanston, Illinois. F. P. Tower was a graduate 



1875- 



rHE TWENTY- THIRD CONFERENCE. 



353 



I try. ] 



of the Wesleyan University of Middletoii, and had been sev- 
eral years in the New York East Conference before coming 
here. He only remained a httle over one year and then took 
a transfer to Oregon. 

Thomas Guard was a native of Ireland. He had been in 
South Africa and Australia before coming to America. Hav- 
ing served Mt. Vernon Church in Baltimore as long as the 
time limit would allow, he was transferred to thi'S conference, 
and Stationed at Howard Street Church. He remained witb 
us a little less than five years, when he returned to Baltimore. 
Hi.s oratorical powers were truly of a wonderful character. 
His popular lectures, generally religious in a marked degree, 
were two hours long in most cases, but were heard to the end 
without the least flagging of interest. These lectures aboimd- 
ed in cha'^te humor, brilliant wit, and profound thought. His 
personal character was childlike, transparent, and generous. 
He drew large audiences to his services, and they were intel- 
ligent, thinking people, but he had a distaste for the routine 
of pastoral work. Indeed, he often acknowledged this to his 
friends. At the very zenith of his intellectual powers, in the 
fall of 1S82, he was tiken from earth. 

C. C. Stratton had been a member of the Oregon Confer- 
ence, which body he joined in 1858. He was a graduate of 
the Willamette University. He went to the General Confer- 
ence of 1872, but instead of returning to Oregon, took work 
ii( Salt Lake City, He came from there to California. He 
WE'j a very rapid and fiiient speaker, the stenographers having 
a hard time to report him. But his fluency was not in word 
only, his sermons were packed with solid thought. His work 
wcs mainly in the field of education, where he has already 
been considered. 

Lemuel RL Hancock was born in Jacksborough. East 
Tennessee, May 3, 1823. His parents moved into a free state 
on account of their repugnance to slavery, and settled in In- 
diana when he w. 'S a boy. His ancestors for many generations 
were Methodists, and he was converted when seventeen years 
ot age, joining the Church soon after. At the age of nineteen 
he was licensed to preach, and in 1847 was admitted on trial 
in the North Indiana Conference. He served as chaplain in 
the civil war for two years. In 1868 he was transferred to the 
Kansas Conference, where he labored until he came to Cal- 
ifornia. He died at Los Gatos February ig, 1883. His last 
wordts were, "I owe all to Jesus." 

E. A. Ludwick had lost an arm in the service of his coun- 
try. His health was poor, and he located in a year or two 
(L) 
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after his coming. He asked for a vacant place in the San 
Francisco mint, and was appointed. He died several years 
ago. A man of beautiful spirit. 

S. F. Harts, C. H. Kenney, J. B. Green, S. F. Woodcock 
and J. W. Hawley were appointed to the Southern Conference. 

C. G. Milnes has been a very useful minister among us. 
The only item of information we have of him is that con- 
tained in the minutes, from which we learn that he joined the 
Iowa Conference in 1857, and that he came from the Colorado 
Conference here. 

L. T. Woodward came in poor health, and did not long live 
to prosecute his work. He died November 19, 1875. 

Jonathan L. Mann was born in North Carolina February 
19. 1839. He was a tall, slender man, of unhealthy appearance, 
and it is hard to realize that at the age of nineteen he weighed 
162 pounds, and could split as many rails in a day as Abraham 
Lincoln when in his prime. He was converted at the age of 
fifteen, and joined the Holston Conference when twenty-one. 
This was near the opening of the war. Being intensely loyal 
to the old flag, and all it represented, he had some stirrmg 
experiences. In a hot-bed of Southern secessionists, he re- 
fused to pray for Jefferson Davis and the Southern Confed- 
eracy, though again and again threatened if de did not. At 
last he found that he had not a moment to lose if he would 
save his life. With a few things thrown over his shoulders, 
he started in the night for a place of safety. A price was set 
upon his head, as he soon found from the newspapers that 
casually fell into his hands. He depended upon the kindness 
of the negroes, in whose quarters he rested during the day, to 
feed and hide him, and this they did, until he reached the Un- 
ion army in Virginia. Staying with an old friend, himself a 
Union man, for a few days to rest, he was awakened one morn- 
ing l)y the sound of artillery to the south of him. Justly in- 
ferring that he was then within the Union lines, he aroused his 
friend, and together they ran to the nearest village, a distance 
of about two miles and a half. As they entered it on one side, 
a squad of Union soldiers entered it on the other. Said he to 
the writer, when telliner this storv : ''You think vou love the 
old ilajLC, '^^^^ y<^^^ don't know anything about it. I ran to it, 
1 cauj^ht its folds in my arnvs, I wet it with my tears, nor did I 
care who saw nie, nor what they thought of me.'' He at once 
enlisted as a private, but soon after was appointed chaplain, in 
which relation he continued until the end of the war. The 
regiment with which he was connected was that of Col. 
]^)rownlow, son of the famous parson. The war over, he re- 
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turned and went to work in the Holston Conference of our 
Church. His expulsion from the other Holston Conference, for 
no reasfjn In ihe world than hecsuse he was true to his country, 
he ?lway.3 considered a credit to himself. He wrote a little 
booklet giving an account of his persecutors, that showed how 
it fared with those who not only had turned from the right 
themselves, but had sought to pursue to the death one who 
never swerved from duty. He represented the Holston Con- 
ference in the General Conference of 1872. His first appoint- 
ment with us was to San Diego, where he was called to pass 
through the deepest sorrow of his life in the death of hfs 
companion. He became a charter member of the Southern 
Cahfornia Conference, whence he was re- transferred to this 
in 1879. A little time previous he married Mrs. Ella L. 
Smith of San Jose, who lives to mourn his loss. He had a 
long struggle with failing health, but kept at his work when 
he should have rested. The end of this good man came April 
4. 1893. He died at Modesto, among the warmest friends a 
true pastor ever had. Hi'S preaching was of a high order in 
excellence. Warm, earnest, thoughtful, evangelical. He fed 
his flock like a true shepherd. His memory is precious. 

Aquila Holbrook is a man of sterling value, whose work 
has always been of profit wherever he has been sent. He 
was greatly afflicted in the death of his wife, which occurred 
March 17, 1S89. We learn from the minutes that he joined 
the Kentucky Conference in i860, but was transferred here 
from tiie \orth Ohio. 

Robert L. Harford was born in Ohio in 1837, but raised in 
Pennsylvania. He was educated in Washington College, 
which institution conferred upon him the degree of D.D. in 
1873. He was converted at the age of seventeen, and two 
yeirs later removed to Kansas. He was licensed to preach in 
1857, and in i860 was received on trial in the Kansas Confer- 
ence. He was a member of the General Conference of 1872. 
In 1873 he went to Colorado, whence he was transferred to 
California. He died June 2, 1883. He was twice married, 
first to Miss Lyman, who died in 1871, leaving him with two 
children. In 1873 he married Mrs. M. E. Eraser, who with her 
children survive him. He was a scholarly man. his preaching 
was of a high order, and he filled ably the positions he was 
called to occupy. He had been president of two colleges be- 
fore coming to California. 

John Coyle joined the Newark Conference in 1863, and soi 
had been twelve years in the work before coming to California. 
He has been a very efficient and talented pastor, presiding' 
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elder and preacher. The writer has not been favored with any 
information concerning his early life, else he would gladly give 
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I. N. Pardee apd J. B. Maxfield never came, or if they 
came they did not stay. Their names are not found in future 
rolls of the conference. 

John E. Day was a deacon when transferred, and was 
never ordained elder. He remained three years in the pastor- 
ate of the church in Yreka, then took a supernumerary rela- 
tion, still residing in Yreka. He continued supemumerar\' 
until 1882, when he was expelled from the ministry of the 
church. 

Jacob M. Park remained on the list of members until 
1882, when he was transferred to the Upper Iowa Confer- 
ence. He died in Los Angeles, January 15, 1893. He was a 
native of New York, left an orphan at an early age, educated 
at Cazenovia and Lima, joined the Black River Conference in 
1845, belonged successively to the Philadelphia, Iowa, East 
Genesee and Holston Conferences, before coming to Califor- 
nia. He was made supernumerary in our Conference in 1878 
and soon after, if not before, removed to Iowa. He lost his 
e>esight and suffered untold afflictions of the body besides. 
\ et he fought his way to the age of seventy-five years in 
spite of it all. 

F. M. Dart was admitted on his certificate of location. 
His name appears in connection with but one appointment. 
What became of him is as uncertain as whence he came. 

Thomas B. Palmer was born in Delaware Countv, Xew 
York, August 19, 1843. He was converted at the age of 
twelve years. He resided for a time in Wisconsin ; then set- 
tle! in Kansas. For three years he served his country in the 
army. In 1868 he joined the Kansas Conference. His health 
failing, he located in 1875 and came to California. He took 
a supernumerary relation in 1884 and moved to the southern 
part of the State. Here he did good work according to his 
strength, planting at least one new charge. In 1892 he re- 
turried. was made effective, and is still doing good work. 

\\'. J. Sheeh-^n wrs received on his credentials from the 
\\'es!eyan Church in Canada. He was a native of England. 
but no doubt of Irish blood. He was raised a Roman Catho- 
lic, l^ut converted among the lUblc Christians, which Church 
he ji^ined. and of which he became a minister. He came to 
Calitornia in 1874. *'i"^^ sui)nlied Colimibia and Sonora that 
vcar. He lost his life trvinsr to cross lUitte Creek in Febni- 
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arj' 1878. He is reported as a man of tenderness and sympa- 
thy, o£ excellent mental endowments, modest and spiritual. 

Six probationers were received at this time — Milton D. 

Buck. R. E. Wenk. Joseph H. Wythe. Jr.. Edward C. Arnold, 

Freeman D, Bovard and Elias Jacka. Of J. H. Wythe, Jr., 

we have already written, this being the second time he joined. 

Milton D. Buck is the son of Dr. D. D. Buck, of one of 

New York Conferences. He was born in Lyons. Wayne 

Dunty, New York. March 29, 1852. He graduated at Syra- 
cuse in 1875, t-king the degree of A.B. He came soon after 
to Cah'fornia. H's first work was in connection with the 
Napa Collegiate Institute, Here in 1878 he married Mis~; 
Martha R. Amas. She is an able and successful worker with 
him. especially blessed in her influence upon the youth of the 
Church. Mr. Buck has been for several years secret^rv of our 
conference, and represented it in i8g6. in the General Conter- 

Robert E. Wenk is a native of Ohio, but came in early 
life with his parents to California. He was principally raised in 
Stockton, where his father and mother were influential mem- 
beis of our Church. He graduated in the full classical course 
from the University of the Pacific in iS/t. Having spent a 
time in the Boston School of Theology, and having taught 
about Eour ye^rs in the Military Academy in Oakland, he was 
recommended by the First Church ol that city, and received 
on trial in the California Conference in 1875. He has done 
continuou'S active work since that time. He was married Oc- 
tober 12, 1880, to Miss Carrie Clifford, oldest daughter of our 
well-known minister of that name. She died two years later, 
au'l in 1887 he married Mrs. Dora C. Redding, widow of one 
of our ministers. Alas! as these lines are being written, the 
parsonage is again empty, and our brother mourns the death 
of his second wife. Mr. Wenk is a good scholar and a suc- 
cessful preacher. 

Freeman D. Bovard. brother of Marion already noticed, 
?n('. of several other ministers of high standing, was born in 
Scott County. Indiana, January 9, 1851. converted March 31, 
i860, hcensed to preach Januar)- 15, 1872, admitted on trial in 
the Southeast Indiana Conference in 1873, graduated from the 
Indiana Asbury University, in the full classical course, in 1875, 
and the same year came to California. He was tran^sferred as 
a probationer. His work at first was in Southern California. 
He was for four years vice-president and professor of mathe- 
matics in the Southern California University. He was trans- 
feierd back to our conference in 1885. and is now vigorously 
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and succes'sfullv in the work. His abilities have received rec- 
ognition on the other side of the mountains. He received the 
degree of Ph.D. from the Illinois Weileyan University in 
1890, and D.D. from his Alma Mater iraiB/g. 

Edward C. Arnold did not long remam in our conference. 
The writer is under the impression that in 1876 he was trans- 
ferred to the Nevada Conference, where he was, in due time, 
received into full connection^ but in a year or two afterward 
took a location. He is now a local deacon residing at 
Berkeley. 

Elias Jacka w:s received into full connection in 1877. He 
wa-s an Englishman by birth, probably from Cornwall. He 
located in 1883, and soon afterward became a Presbyterian 
minister. 

There are four new names appearing in the list of ap- 
pointments to the southern part of the State. They are 
Julian, Santa Monica, Santa Ana and Muscle Slough. The 
reports of these charges were made to the Southern Confer- 
ence the next year, and for this reason, as well as the fact that 
no information has been given of them, we shall not consider 
tliem further. 

South San Francisco had a separate exi-stence, this year 
with P. G. Buchanan in charge. This has been a hard field. 
For the most of its history it has been an appendage of Ken- 
tucky Street, or merely a mission Sunday-school. In 1889 
it was called Fifteenth Avenue, with W. Carver in charge. In 
1891 it was supplied by Arthur Anderson, a local preacher in 
business nearby, who enjoys the utmost confidence of hi'S as- 
sociates. He remained until 1895, when E. M. Hill was ap- 
pointed. In 1896, G. R. Stanley. In 1897, H. Pearce. Mem- 
bers, 27 ; probationers, 4 ; one local preacher ; 80 scholars in 
Sunday-school; one church, valued at $4,000; paid pastor 
$320; presiding elder, $15; bishops, $2; raised for mission-s, 

$J2. 

The history of West Oakland must preceed the time of 
which we are now writing by two years and more. In 1873, 
when the writer was appointed pastor of Oakland, there was 
a small mission Sunday-school held in a hall on Seventh 
street, opposite where the local trains -stopped for the last time 
before reaching the boat. The use of the hall was donated, 
and a few of our members conducted the school. Some 
months later they were informed that they would have to pay 
rent, and this they were unable to do. Hence the hall was 
a])andoned. About that time a man erected a wind-mill and 
a water- tank a little ways north and west of the hall already 
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sscribed. Under the water-tank he fitted up a sort of cir- 
:uLr hall, which he offered to the Sunday-school, and which 
Wiis accepted. Here the schoo! met, and here preaching serv- 
ices were held in the afternoon by the pastor and others, 
I among them P. G. Buchanan. 

When the First Church began its bidding enterprise 
1875, the members at the "Point," as we then called that 
loc&Iity, got together, and concluded that as they could do 
but little at most for the greater work, they would undertake 
something nearer home. They resolved to buy a lot and build 
a smill house for their Sim day- school. The lot was bought 
on Campbell street, and the house was dedicated in July or 
August, 1875. The writer, assisted by F. P. Tower, then sta- 
tioned at Alameda, dedicated it one Sunday afternoon. It was 
no part of the design of these members to be set off at that 
time as a separate charge, but the pohcy of the bishop, to 
boom the work, led to that result, and at this conference J. H. 
Wythe, Jr., was appointed to West Oakland, The churdh 
now, under the earnest efforts of the pastor, proceeded to 
build a more sightly, as well as a more commodiou'S edifice. 
The little chapel was placed in the rear for vestry purposes, 
ai;d a building capable of seating about four hundred people 
WR.s erected in front of it. It was dedicated by Bjshop Wiley, 
Si-ptember 2. 1877. As the enterprise was begun in the cen- 
tennial of American independence, it took the name of Cen- 
tennial Church. Considerable debt, considering the ability of 
the Church, was left on the property, which was a burden for 
several years. In 1878, C. S. Haswell. In 1879, G. Newton. 
He remained three years, and during the third year the 
Church was much distracted over the discussion of Phe ques- 
tion of holiness, as Mr. Newton taught it. In 1882, A. Hol- 
bTOok, He had a struggle to harmonize the elements and 
prevent further loss to the Church. He succeeded in this, 
and in another scarcely leS'S needed enterprise, paying off a 
debt of $1,300 that had come down from the time of the erec- 
tion of the church. In 1885, C. McKelvev. In 1886, D. W, 
Cliilson. In 1S87, J, H, Wythe, Jr. During this pastorate a 
iii.w building enterprise was inaugurated and completed. The 
old property on Campbell street was sold to the Norwegian 
and Danish Mission : a lot was purchased on Chester street, 
corner of Ninth, having thereon a house of five rooms. On 
tlii.s lot the church now ia use was built. The society then 
took the corporate name of Chester Street Church. This 
change occurred in 1889, The time of the dedication of this 
church has not been given, but Bishop Fowler dedicated it 
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somewhere about the beginning of 1890. A debt of $3,500 
was left on the property. In 1892, C. V. Anthony. In the 
middle of his second year he was removed to Sixth Street 
Church, Sacramento, and G. W. Beatty was appointed in his 
place. In 1897, A. H. Needham. Members, 140; probation- 
ers, 20; Sunday-school scholars, 350; one church, valued at 
$14,000; one parsonage, valued at $1,000; paid pastor, $1,000; 
presiding elder, $60; bishops, $12; raised for missions, $80. 

This year we find Mayfield a charge, with S. C. Elliott 
pastor. It had been an appointment on the San Mateo Circuit 
in 1871. For most of the time it was a part of the Redwood 
charge until 1888. P. G. Buchanan was instrumental in build- 
ing a church in Mayfield in 1873. That fall, under the pastoral 
care of T. B. Hopkins, the first member was received into the 
Church. This was Mrs. Lydia Myrick, a native of Elizabeth, 
New Jersey. Her husband was a pioneer, from Nantucket. 
Though he was not a member of the Church, he was a warm 
friend and supporter of it. Mrs. Myrick died in 1893. Since 
1886, and for two or three years at different times previously, 
Mayfield has been a charge by itself. In 1886 and in 1887 't 
was supplied by W. P. Williams. In 1888 and in 1889 ^^ ^'^s 
supplied by J. R. Watson. In 1891, W. W. Thobum. In 
189;^ it was Palo Alto and Mayfield, with M. H. Alexander in 
charge. In 1895 it was again alone, supplied by James Fur- 
guson. In 1897, W. B. Priddy. Members, 11; scholars in 
Sunday-school, 45 ; one church, valued at $2,000 ; one par- 
soiiage, valued at $500 ; paid pastor, $372 ; presiding elder, 
$15 ; rai'sed for missions, $3. 

A Scandinavian mission was inaugurated this year, though 
lefr to be supplied. Before the year expired E. Shogren ar- 
rived and took charge. He reported 131 communicants in 
1877. We have not the necessary data to follow out the his- 
tory of this mission in detail. The men connected with its 
pastoral charge will be noticed in the order of their arrival. 
In 1883 the Norwegians and Danes were m^de into a sep- 
arr.te mission. The only field occupied at first wa-s Oak- 
land. In 1802 there was a Swedish District formed, which has 
continued until now. The same year the Norwegian and 
Dc.nish work was put into the Northwest Norwegian Con- 
ference. In 1897 there were eight appointments on the Swed- 
isli District, severally in the following places: Escondido, 
Kingsburg, Los Angeles, Oakland, Paso Robles and Fresno, 
Redwood City and San Jose, Sacramento and circuit, and San 
Francisco. The reports from all these give 354 members, 35 
probationers, 8 local preachers, 296 scholars in Sunday-school, 
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6 cliuTches valued at $44,900; they paid $1,983 on salaries for 
paftors, $125 for presiding elders, $24 for bishops, and they 
rr.ifed $331 (or missions. 

San Lorenzo, near San Leandro, was for a long time an 

- appointment on contiguous circuits, but nothing permanent 

was secured there. This year it was coupled with Centerviile, 

ana placed in charge of W. B. Priddy. It was not continued. 

A charge called San Jose circuit was formed in 1874. with 
A. M. Bailey as pastor. What preaching places and what 
societies were involved we cannot here state. This circuit 
has appeared from time to time, having the Willows and Cot- 
tage Grove, and sometimes Alviso and Evergreen, as points of 
labor. 

Pacific Grove Retreat, afterwards called Pacific Grove, 
was placed among the appointments this year. At first the 
care of the grounds, the preparation for and the oversight of 
the various meetings held there was all the duty required ; but 
?s people began to go there to live it became a town and the 
location of a church. N'o report was made of it, nor any addi- 
tional appointment made until 1S83, when it was coupled with 
Monterey and left to be supplied. It was supplied before the 
year 1884 expired by J. E. Chenoweth. He reported 25 mem- 
bers, 33 scholars in Sunday-school, and a parsonage valued at 
$590. In 1885. T. H. Sinex. Previous to this time services 
were held in the hall built by the railroad for the use of the C. 
L. S. C. and other gatherings. Here, too, the conference was 
hckl several timc'S. Dr. Sinex succeeded in building the beau- 
tifid structure which is now in use. It was ready for occupancy 
in the summer of 1888, Monterey was then dropped from the 
name of the appointment, and Pacific Grove became one of 
our regular stations. In 1889, M. C. Briggs. In 189a S. G. 
Gale, "in 1893, W. S. Urmy. In 1895, A, H. Needham. In 
1897. F. F. Jewell. Members 202, probationers 14, local 
preachers 3, scholars in Sunday-school 135, one church valued 
at $27,000, one parsonage valued at $3,475, paid pastor $1,240, 
presiding elder $70, bishops $22, raised for missions $100. 

Chico Circuit is of uncertain limits. J. H, White was in 
charge this year. In 1876 it was supplied by C. H. Darling, 
at which time there were 24 communicants, 125 scholars in 
Sunday-school, but no church property. In 1877, W. J. 
Sheehan. In 1878 it was not on the list. 




CHAPTER XXXI. 
1876. 

The Twenty-Fourth Conference. 

This conference was the first in twenty-one years at which 
the writer was not present. Shortly after it met he wa-s "out 
on the ocean saiHng" to Portland, Or., where he had been 
already appointed. It met in Stockton, September 13th, Bish- 
op Harris presiding. H. B. Heacock was secretary. The 
members of the conference in the southern part of the State 
met afterward and organized the Southern California Confer- 
ence. This fact must be borne in mind in considering the 
membership both of the conference and the Church at large. 
Statistics. The conference roll contained 123 names at the 
close of the -session, and 11 probationers. Members 7,640, 
probationers 1,675, ^oca\ preachers 103, Sunday-schools 147, 
officers and teachers 1,533, scholars 11,882, churches i85,prob- 
able value $688,500, parsonages 71, probable value $88,105, 
raised for missions $2,964. 

This year Marysville District was added to the Sacramento, 
and all reference to the southern part of the State was cut off. 
There were 123 pastoral charges. 

The following transfers were made: C. Millard, George E. 
Kendall, E. Shogren, R. Bentley, S. H. Todd, and B. E. 
Ecigell. The admission of G. W. Beatty on certificate of loca- 
tion also occurred at this time. Dr. Bentley returned from a 
two years' pastorate in Taylor Street Church, Portland, and 
needs no further attention in this place. C. Millard was an 
unicrtunate addition to our conference. He was expelled at 
the end of the year. George E. Kendall came to u-s from the 
Northwest Iowa Conference, and was transferred to the Des 
Moines Conference the next year. S. H. Todd was a transfer 
from the Oregon Conference. He remained in the work until 
1881, when lie was transferred back to the same conference. 
B. E. Edgell was from the Pittsburg Conference, which body 
he joined in 1865. He was made supernumerary^ in 1877, ^^'^ 
in 1878 he was transferred to the East Ohio Conference. 
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George W. Beatty joined the Erie Conference in 1871, 
but of hi'i further history the writer has received no informa- 
tion. He has been on the active list since he joined. 

E, Shogren was a native of Sweden. He joined the 
IHinois Conference in 1843, but came to us from the Central 
Illinois Conference. He was a man of fine appearance, and 
reputed among his people very able as a preacher. He did 
good service in the Scandinavian mission until 1881, when he 
was transferred to the Northwest Swedish Conference. 

Four were admitted on trial — J. H. White, C. S. Haswell, 
J. S. Fi'aher, and S. A. Redding. AH four of tliem are now in 
.the eternal world. J. H. White was discontinued at his own 
request in 1879. Subsequently he joined the Southern Cali- 
fornia Conference, and died a member of that body a few 
years ago. 

Charles S. Haswell was a physician for many years in Sac- 
ramento. He was also a member of the State Senate. His 
loyalty and zeal for the right was never questioned. He was 
born in the town of Bennington, Vermont, March 21st, 1815. 
Hi* fsther was a printer, who established the Bennington 
Gazette. He became an orphan at the age of four, and was 
rslsed by his brother William in Ohio. He was converted in 
childhood, and always remained true to those early vows. On 
the 1st of January, 1837, he married Miss Fannie Patchin, with 
whom he lived over fifty years. She survives him. When 25 
he began the study of medicine, graduating from a college of 
medicine in Cleveland. In 1853 he crossed the plains to Cali- 
fornia. He was a local preacher many years before he joined 
the conference. Being a ready speaker, he soon became dis- 
tinguished in any association in which he might be placed. 
H'j was Grand Master of the Odd Fellows in this State, and 
decided that saloon-keeping was a disreputable business, which 
lef^ally kept a man from joining the order. For four years he 
v';w Grand Worthy Chief Templar of the Good Templars in 
Cslitornia, doing hard work for that cause in all parts of the 
Slf.te. In spite of the fact that he was over sixty years of age, 
he was readily received into the canference in 1876. He died 
very suddenly, while on a visit to Watsonville, September 21, 
1893. He was on the effective list to the last. 

John S. Fisher was born in Schenechtady, N. Y., March 
27, 1832. He removed with his parents to lUinois when ten 
years old. Here he married Miss Emma Anderson in 1852, 
and was converted one year later. Not long after his conver- 
sion he was Hcensed to preach, often supplying work under the 
elder until he joined the conference in 1876. He reached Cal- 
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ifornia, and supplied a work one year before he joined. ''As a 
faithful minister of the gospel, he was honored by the church- 
es he served, and by the communities in which he lived." This 
is the record the conference made of him when he had gone to 
his reward. In July, 1894, he was stricken with paralysis. 
All efforts at permanent recovery proved in yain. He be- 
came almost as helpless as a child. His faithful wife minister- 
ed to him with the closest vigilance. The peaceful, triumphant 
end came on the 15th of April, 1897. He died in Los Angeles, 
but was buried in San Jose. 

Samuel A. Redding was born in Crawford County, Ohio, 
and at the age of nineteen he enlisted in the Union army, doing 
two years of faithful -service, mainly in the clerical department. 
He was then honorably discharged and entered Hilsdale Col- 
lege. Here he spent five years, when his health failing, he 
sought relief, first in Minnesota, then in Nevada. He was 
ordained deacon by local preacher's rule, in Carson City 
before coming to California. His health improved, but 
was never fully restored. He struggled on, toiling 
when he ought to rest, but fell at last at his post 
of duty. He was received into full connection in 1878, and 
died in Scott Valley March 28, 1883. He married Miss Dora 
C. Copp in 1870. 

Peach Tree Circuit, on the San Francisco District, lived 
two years under the labors of E. Smith, who then reported 8 
members, a salary of $250, $1.50 raised for bishops, and $1 
for missions. It was then taken from the list of appointments. 

Davisville and Plainfield was supplied this year by J. J. 
Harris. He made no other report than one dollar raised for 
Church Extension — a very suggestive collection. D. S. Stew- 
art -supplied it in 1877. He remained two years without mak- 
ing any report, and then the place was dropped from the list 
of appointments. 

Occidental was made a separaite charge this year. D. E. 
George was pastor as a supply. He reported 42 communi- 
cants, 60 scholars in Sunday-school, one church valued at 
$1,200, one parsonage valued at $200. In 1877, A. R. Sheriff. 
After this no mention is made of it until 1885, when it was on 
ai:)penda^c of the Green Valley Circuit. In 1886 it was alone 
with G. R. Stanley in charge. In t888 it was -supplied bv H. 
C. Langley. In 1889 it was again an appendage of Green 
YsWey. In 1890 it was called Occidental Circuit, with W. A. 
Johns in charge. The word 'Circuit" was left off the next 
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year, Johns being still in charge. In 1893, C. E. Rich. In 
1894, F. R. Walton. In 1895, E. A. Wible. In 1897, E. L. 
Thompson. Members 58, probationers 6, two Sunday-schools, 
having together 100 scholars, one church valued at $1,800, one 
parsonage valued at $600, paid pastor $493, presiding elder- 
$30, bishops $2, raised for missions $8. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 



1877. 



The Twenty-Fifth Conference. 

This conference met in First Church, Oakland, on the 12th 
of September, and adjourned on the i8th. Bishop Bowman 
presided, and H. B. Heacock was secretary. It had been a 
dry year, and complaints came up from all the presiding elders 
of financial difficulties, and consequent hardships. Still it had 
been a year of rea-sonable prosperity in the growth of the 
Church. Perhaps hardships made it easy to find fault with 
each other, at least there were no less than eight cases of min- 
isterial delinquencies, or of supposed delinquencies, referred to 
committees. One was expelled, two reprimanded by the 
Bishop, two or three censured, and one suspended for a year. 
Michael A. Starr, R. M. Kirkland, and Cassius H. Darling 
were elected and ordained deacons under local preacher's 
rule. 

Statistics. — There were 124 names on the roll of the con- 
ference at the close of the session, and 12 probationers. The 
Church at large reported 8,088 members, 1,761 probationers, 
1 10. local preachers, 167 Sunday-schools, 1,736 officers and 
teachers. 12,965 scholars, and 340 conversions in the schools. 
Churches T13, probable value $734,200, parsonages 82, valued 
at $84,600, collected for Conference Claimants $903, for mis- 
sions, from churches, $1,544.85, from Sunday-schools $540.80, 
for Woman's Missionary Society $318.70, for Bible Society 
$507.90, for Church Extension $700.60, for Tract Society $202. 
for Sunday-school Union $196, for Freedmen's Aid Societ>' 
$241.40, for Education $208.45. The amount appropriated to 
the conference for missionary purposes was $3,500 for the 
English work, $8,500 for the Chinese, $1,000 for the Scan- 
dinavian, and $1,500 for the German. 

The boundaries of Stockton District were this year en- 
larged by the addition of the req^ion about Oakland, previously 
in that of San Francisco. S. H. Rhoads was appointed to the 
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Northern California District. Tliere were 127 pastoral charg- 

Only t\vo transfers were made at this time, 'and both were 
for theGerman work. A, Konselman wa>3 admitted to the 
Southwestern German Conference in 1870. He remained in 
the active work until 1881. when he was given a superannuat- 
ed relation. The next year he returned East, and was not 
I again in California, though he remained on our list until 

I 1888, when he was transferred to the St. Louis Conference. 

R. Steinbach was also a transfer from the Southwestern 
German Conference, having joined that body in 1875. He 
continued with us until the German Conference was formed, 
of- which he was a charter member. 
I B. F. Rhoads was re-admitted on his certificate of location 

from the Illinois Conference. He continued in the work until 
1883, when he Ioc3ted, going East the next year. 

C. P. Jones joined on his credentials from the Church 
' South, He was admitted to the North Carolina Conference in 

i 1843. before the division of the Church. He was a college 

I graduate, and possessed of more than average abihty. He 

had received the degree of D.D. from a Southern college. In 
1890 he took a superannuated relation, and moved to the 
State of Washington. Though he returned some years later, 
he has done no effective worf since. 
' Eight probationers were received at this time ; we shall 

I cor.'jider them in the order of their joining. Theophilus H, 

j Woodward was born in Ontario, province of Canada, June 

ig, 1850. His father was a successful minister of the Method- 
ist Episcopal Church of Canada. In 1863 the elder Woodward 
started for British Columbia with his family. He reached 
California, where his health failed, and where he died, leaving 
! a widow, four sons and three daughters. Theophilus was six- 

I teen years old at the time. Having spent some years in Brit- 

I ish Columbia, he returned to see his mother in California, and 

! .entered the University of the Pacific. He had $30 in his pock- 

! et when he matriculated. But in spite of all obstacles he 

j worked his way through, graduating in 1877, the year of his 

uniting with the conference. It was while he was a student 
! that he was converted. He had joined the Church when eight 

; years old, but when from home had wandered from the right 

y way, but he never forgot his father's instructions, and hie 

^^^^jnother's prayers followed him: he found no rest until he gave 
^^^Vhimself 



mcoiiditionallv to God. It \ 



I hard struggle. 
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and one full of interest, that secured his conscious acceptance 
with God ; but it came, and with it a call to preach the gospel 
that had saved him. 

George H. McCracken was received into full connection in 
due time, and continued in the work until 1882, when he took 
a supernumerary relation, and went to Illinois, where he re- 
sided some years. He subsequently went to Drew Theological 
School, and then returned and entered the work here. After 
three years, in 1891, he was again made supernumerary, and 
in 1898 he located. 

Jared J. Harris was received into full connection in 1879, 
and in 1882 was expelled. 

George G. Walter had been as regularly at work for a doz- 
en years as though he had been a member of conference. He 
is a man of great modesty, and yet of great efficiency. Once 
at a camp-meeting his diffidence so overcame him that he was 
unable to say one more word after he had announced his text. 
Turning to the presiding elder he said, *Tf a sermon is 
preached thi-s afternoon you will have to preach it." Taking 
his hat he walked off the grounds with rapid strides. Later 
in the evening the writer found him looking after the preach- 
ers' horses. He quietly said, "If I cannot preach I can take 
care of the preachers' horses." Yet he had no need to be 
ashamed of his sermons, for they were never poor. He be- 
longed to a religious family, and was the last member of it 
to seek the salvation of hi-s soul. Being sick, and near to 
death, he was exhorted to pray and make his peace with God. 
He said, "Xo, not now; I will not insult God by offering my- 
self to him just as I am going to die. If He will spare my 
life, I will prav." He recovered, and began at once a religious 
life. 

Of William ]\I. Woodward the writer has received no in- 
formation. He is a cousin of Theophilus, and graduated from 
the University of the Pacific at the same time. He has been 
filling responsible positions since, and is still at work. 

\\'illiam H. Hughes dropped out of the probationary rela- 
tion in 1878. 

James F. Holmes was discontinued at his own request in 
1878, but was re-admitted in 1880, received into full connec- 
tion, hut in 1884, while pastor of our Church in Salinas, he 
joined the Protestant Episcopal Church, and became a minis- 
ter in that body. 

Edward F. Dinsniore was discontinued at his own request 
in 1778. 
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In looking at the new fields of this year, our attention is 
first arrested hy two charges in connection with institntions of 
learning. The first of these is University Place and Willows. 
It was supposed that the union of these two suburbs of San 
Jose would make an appointment that could support the la- 
bors of one preacher. Nothing seems to have come of it. No 
report of it reaches us through the minutes, and no further, 
mention of it is made until 1888, when College Park became 
an appointment with A. H. Briggs in charge. He reported 
129 communicants, 200 scholars in Sunday-school. At that 
time services were held in the college chapel. The second 
year of Dr. Briggs' pastorate there arose a question that in- 
jured the school and church alike. It was whether the stu- 
dents shoidd observe the order of chapel exercises on week 
days, or sit promiscuously as they desired. It took years to 
overcome the effects of so trivial a subject as this. In 1890, 
W. M. Woodward. In 1891, W. S. Bovard. During his pas- 
torate the church now in use was erected, though considerably 
embarrassed by debt. In 1893, S. Jones. In 1895. T. B. Hop- 
kins. His pastorate considerably more than passes the limits 
of our period. In 1897 he reported 95 members, 4 probation- 
ers, 8 local preachers, 95 scholars in Sundav-school, a church 
valued at $8,000. paid pastor $900. presiding elder $35, bishops 
Sro, raised for missions $110. 

The second appointment referred to was Berkeley Mis- 
sion. We were slow about beginning work in the neighbor- 
hood of our State University, and when we did begin, it was at 
the wrong end. No one seems to have been appointed here 
this year, and no further mention is made of it until 1878, 
when G. Newton was sent to a charge called Berkeley and 
Temescal. The latter named place was a suburb of Oakland, 
where we had a few members and where services were oc- 
casionally held several years before. The writer maintained a 
cottage prayer-meeting in a private house during much of his 
pastorate at First Chnrch, Oakland. A tew years later Mrs. 
Chick built a smali church on her own ground, and there a 
Sunday-school and occasional services were held. In 1883 
she gave the building and grounds to the First Church on 
condition of their paying her an annuity while she lived. In 

1885 L- L. Rogers was appointed there, but never went. In 

1886 it was an appendage of West End, in Alameda, with A. 
S. Gibbons in charge. In 18S8 it was dropped from the Hst, 
and was never an independent charge. 

We now return to Berkeley. Mr. Newton reported 18 
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communicants, and the next year W. Hulbert was in charge. 
In 1880, and the year following, it was left to be supplied. In 
1882 it was simply Berkeley, and was supplied by G. D. Pin- 
neo. He confined his labors to West Berkeley, where he 
preached in the Presbyterian Church. In 1883, G. S. Holmes. 
A building was now purchased and fitted up for a church, 
probably the same now in use. In 1884, W. D. Crabb. 
Preaching was now regularly bestowed on Berkeley proper. 
The building used was the Odd Fellows' Hall. Services every 
Sabbath morning, followed by a Sunday-school, of which 
Chauncey Gaines, our principal supporter, was superintend- 
ent. Under his careful oversight, and aided largely by his 
liberality, the lot now in use was purchased. A church was 
erected thereon during Mr. Crabb's pastorate, but though 
used, was not finished. In 1887, S. J. Carroll. West Berkeley 
wa-s now made a separate charge. In 1888, A. H. Needham. 
In 1889 it was called Trinity Church, and T. H. Woodward 
w?s its pastor. In 1892, R. Bentley. If the writer is not mis- 
taken it was under Dr. Bentley's pastorate that the church was 
entirely finished. In 1897, J. Coyle. Members 257, proba- 
tioners 13, local preachers 3, scholars in Sunday-school 176, 
one church valued at $11,500, one parsonage valued at $3,- 
500, paid pastor $1,600, presiding elder $100, bishops $28, 
raised for missions $183. 

West Berkeley, as we have seen, was made a separate 
charge in 1887. J. A. Bruner was its first pastor in this form. 
He reported at the end of his first year, 41 communicants, and 
a church valued at $1,200. In 1890, G. R. Stanley. In 1891 
it was -supplied by J. B. Rutter. In 1892, G. H. Jones. In 
1893, H. L. Gregory. In 1894, A. M. Bailey. In 1895, H. 
Pearcc. In 1896 it was coupled with Shattuck Avenue Church, 
Peirce still in charge. In 1897 it was alone with A. M. Bailey 
in charge. In estimating its strength, we shall take the figures 
of 1896. Members 27, probationers 23, one local preacher. 
50 scholars in Sunday-school, church valued at $1,200, paid 
jKistor $283, presiding elder $2, raised for missions $5. 

Middlctown i-s in the Clear Lake countrv. It had been a 
])oint of ini])omnce on the Clear Lake Circuit for some years 
l)cfore it l)ecanic tlie head of the circuit. Mr. Cummins, who 
su])])lic(l it, rc])orte(l 67 communicants, and two churches of 
ai^-.irrc,i^ate vahie of $1,200. In 1879 the name Clear Lake was 
(lr()])])C(l from tlie title of the charge, and R. W. Williamson 
was ])ast()r. In 1882 it was left to be supplied. In 1883 it was 
Cle::r Lake and Middlctown, with L. W. Simmons in charsfe. 
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In 1884 it was Midriletown and Pope Valley, and left to be 
supplied. In 1885 it was supplied by Francis King. In 1886 
it was alone and left In be 'Supplied. In 1887 it was Lower 
Lake and Middletown, with J. Appleton in charge. In 1888, 
L, Ewing. In 1890, J. W. Kuykendall. In 1891 the names 
were reversed, Middletown taking the lead. In 1894 it was 
Middletown alone, Kuykendall still in charge. In 1894 it was 
Middletown and Kelseyville, and Kuykendall was assisted by 
F. W. Lloyd. During this conference year a new church was 
completed, and dedicated by Dr. Jewell June 16, 1895. At the 
conference following Middletown was alone with F. R. Walton 
in charge. In 1897 it was supplied by O. C. Howell. Mem- 
bers 66, probationers 2, scholars in Sunday-school 100, one 
church valued at $3,000, one parsonage valued at $300, paid 
the pastor $522, presiding elder $30, bishops $3, raised for mis- 
sions $ro. 

Galloway Circuit, supplied by W. C. White, reported 4 
communicants at the end of the year, when it was left off the 
list. 

We now take up the history of Fairfield. It is near Suisuu, 
of «*hich for many years previously it was an important ap- 
pendage. A church was built here in i860, worth $3,000, 
though not completed until the next year. It was dedicated 
by Dr. Peck October 12, 1861. The present history begins 
with 1877. when it was called Fairfield and Suisun, M. D. 
Buck being pastor. In 187S it was Fairfield and Rio Vista, 
with R. E. Wenk in charge. In 1880 it was Fairfield and Sui- 
sun again, Wenk still in charge^ In 1881, J. L. Burchard. In 
1883. it was alone, and B. F. Tavlor was in charge. In 1886, 
H. B. Sheldon, In i888, D. M. Birmingham. In 1892, F. R. 
Walton, In 1894. S, H. Rhoads. His pastorate concludes 
our period. Members 56. probationer',^ 3. scholars in Sunday- 
school 76, one church valued at $3,000, one parsonage valued 
at S200, paid pastor $527, presiding elder $40, bishops $5, 
raised for missions $20. 

Central Plains, supplied by C. H. Darling, reported 162 
commimicants in 1878, when it was coupled with Willows, 
and left to be supplied. In 1879 it was Central Plains and Wil- 
liams, with C. A. E. Hertc! in charge. In 1880 only WillianTS 
was named. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 
1878. 

The Twenty-Sixth Conference. 

It met in Napa September 25th, and adjourned the 30th. 
Bishop Andrews presided, and H. B. Heacock was secretary. 
A strange providence occurred to the Bishop. He had held 
the Oregon and Columbia River Conference previously, and 
failed to reach Portland in time for the last steamer that could 
take him to California in time for conference. That meant a 
long, tedious journey overland, about two hundred miles of it 
by stage. Even then he could not reach the seat of conference 
before the second or third day of the session. The writer w^as 
on that steamer that should have taken the Bishop. It left the 
wharf in Portland at five o'clock in the morning, but when 
about two miles down the river it went on a mud bar and 
stuck fast. Allefiforts to go on failed. All day we lay in full 
sight of Portland waiting for a few inches of tide water that it 
was hoped would secure our release. Near sundown the 
steamer from up the Columbia passed us. Perhaps the Bishop 
is on board, for he comes that way. O, if he could only stop! 
l]ut he will be too late if he goes to the landing and returns, 
for already the river steamer that has come down to help us 
is passing her huge hawser aboard. But we don't go. The 
steamer pulls, and our craft screws, they do it with their might, 
until the water is thick with mud and foam, but to human 
view 'she has not moved an inch. An hour has passed, and we 
are still there. In the gloaming we see a boat approaching; 
perhaps the Bishop is in it ! He is ! It is along side, and the 
Bisliop's grip is being hauled up, while a long ladder is being 
lowered to take him on board. He reaches up, gets hold of 
the ropes, liis feet are fairly on the lowest step, when we are 
moving ; we start so suddenly that the Bishop was near being 
tlirown from the ladder whicli had slid two or three feet along 
the side of tlie steamer. When the lUshop stands on the deck 
of the ship, we are going down the Willamette at the rate of 
ten knots an hour! And so it was th?t the Bishop had a good 
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rest instead of exhaustive travel, and was on time for the Cal- 
ifornia Conference. The session wz>s pleasant and harmo- 
nious, leaving nothing especial to note in connection there- 
with. 

Slalislics. — The conference roil at the close of the session 
had the names of 137 members and 8 probationers. The gen- 
eral summary of the Church at large showed 8,163 members,. 
894 probationers, 105 local preachers, 160 Sunday-schools, 
1.625 officers and teachers, 12,886 scholars, 124 churches val- 
ued at $667,650, 84 parsonages vakied at $83,590, raised for 
Conference Claimants $788.80, for missions, from churches . 
$1412.25, from Sunday-schools $499.65, from Woman's Mis- 
sionarj' Society $450.15, for Bible Society $318.15, for Church 
Extension $194.15, for Tract Society $97.10, for Siinday- 
.■-chool Union $97.90, for Freedmen's Aid $149.65, for Educa- 
tion $166.95. ^'t will be observed that in most items thi'5 year 
indicated a falling off from the reports of last year. This is. 
especially true in financial matters. Even in membership 
there had been an increase of only 75 in full connection, and a 
decrease of 867 probationers. In these membership figures- 
we see the amazing and inexplicable loss in our Indian work. 
The General Missionary Committee appropriated th« follow- 
ing sums to this conference: For English work $3,090, for 
German $1,500, for Chinese $10,500, for Scandinavian $1,500,. 
and for Indian work $400. 

This year Humboldt was again made a district, with G. O, 
Ash in charge. T. H. Sinex was placed on the Stockton Dis- 
trict. No other changes. Pastoral charges 127. 

The only transfer made to the conference this year was C, 
V. Anthony. He had been two years in Taylor Street, Port- 
land. George Newton was received on his credentials from 
the Reformed Episcopal Church. Two were received on trial, 
David E. George and Dow W. Chilson. The first named had 
been for some time supplying charges, and was very accept- 
able. He was immediately transferred to the Columbia River 
Coference. 

Dow W. Chilson is a graduate of the University of the 
Pacific. A scholarly man aijd a faithful preacher. No infor- 
mation has been given concerning his early life, conversion 
and call. 

Six new names at the head of appointments claim our at- 
tention in this place. North Bloomtield. supplied by John 
Tamblyn, reported in 1879, 6 members and 40 scholars in 
Sunday-school. That year it was placed .with North San.- 
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Juan. It was named as a part of that charge until 1886, when 
it was left off the name of the appointment, though probably 
still a part of the work. In 1896 North Bloomfield was an 
appointment again supplied by John Tamblyn. He reported 
in 1897, 21 members, i probationer, i local preacher, 105 
scholars in Sunday-school, one church valued at $500, paid 
pastor $372, presiding elder $30, bishops $2, raised for mis- 
sions $20. In 1897 John Williams was appointed to North 
Bloomfield. 

Williams was made a charge in 1878. No supply was 
secured for it, and the. next year it was again an appendage of 
Central Plains. Lewis H. Anthony was superintendent of a 
Sunday-school in this place -several years before he was a 
member of the Church, though his wife, formerly Miss Saun- 
ders of Lompoc, was a Methodist. In 1880 Williams was 
again named, but only to be supplied. In 1881, W. F. War- 
ren. In 1884 it was supplied by S. Pruden. In 1885 it was 
Colusa and Williams, with G. G. Walter in charge. In 1886 
it was not named. In 1888 it was left to be suppHed. So al-so 
in 3889. In 1890 it was suppHed by W. C. Dailey. In 1891, 
T. R. Hartley. In 1892, D. F. Kuflfell. The second year of 
his pastorate was marked by a revival that increased the mem- 
bership. In 1894 it was Williams and Dunnegan, with W. E. 
Miller in charge. In 1895 it was alone with G. M. Richmond 
in charge. In 1896 it was alone with H. W. Baker in charge. 
His pastorate close-s our period. Members 40, probationers 11, 
one local preacher, one church valued at $2,000, one parsonage 
valued at $500, paid pastor $500, presiding elder $42, bishops 
$2, raised for missions $15. 

Birneyville and Adamsville was a charge this year, sup- 
plied by P. Peterson. Of Adamsville the wTiter knows noth- 
ing. Birneyville was a ferry on the Stanislaus River, about 
tv^^elve miles below Oakdale. In the eighties we owned a 
church here in partnership with the United Brethren. In 
1881 it was Birneyville and Oakdale, with W. D. Crabb in 
charge. After this year Oakdale was the leading appointment, 
though they were together, until 1897, when Birneyville and 
Westport were together with G. W. Beattie in charge. 

Point Petrolia, or Petrolia as it is elsewhere given, is in 
the Humboldt region. A class was organized here by James 
Jeffries about 1858. **In 1881 or 1882, R. Rhodda built a small 
parsonage on a lot presented by the late Wesley Gill." It has 
not been a continuous separate charge, nor often named in 
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connection with other points, but services have been held and 
a small Church kept in working order. 

Garberville is another point belonging to the old Eel River 
Circuit. Like Petrolia, it was left to be supplied in 1878. In 
1879 it was with Petrolia and supplied by S. Thomas. In 1880 - 
it was not named. In 1882 it was an appendage of Blocks- 
burg, a place seen several times among the appointments. 
These two, in this order, continued together until 1884, when 
both were dropped. Garberville again appeared, but only to 
be supplied. In 1889 it was Garberville and Phillipsville, with:; 
F. R. Walton in charge. This is its last appearance. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

1879. 
The Twenty-Seventh Conference. 

The conference of 1879 met in San Jose September 17th 
and adjourned on the 22d. Bishop Gilbert Haven presided, 
and H. B. Heacock was secretary. An incident of this ses- 
sion was the arrangement for a reception given it by Gen. 
Grant. It occurred the day after the conference adjourned, 
and took place in the large parlors of the Palace Hotel in 
San Francisco. Bishop Haven introduced the ministers and 
their wives to Gen. and Mrs. Grant, bv whom thev were 
cordially received and granted a warm handshake. 

This was the year for electing delegates to the General 
Conference. On the second ballot, H. B. Heacock, C. H. 
Atflerbach, and C. C. Stratton were chosen. The two receiv- 
ing the highest number of votes, aside from those elected, were 
declared reserves. They were T. H. Sinex and G.- Clifford. 
The regularly elected delegates all went. 

The lay electoral conference met on Friday, and organized by 
making D. Tuthill president, P. P)ohl and J. R. Crandall vice- 
presidents, William Abbott and F. A. Pedlar secretaries. Their 
delegates were Joseph Lamdin of Xapa and David Tuthill of 
Santa Cruz. Alternates, J. \V. Whiting of San Francisco and 
Geor^re l>ramall of Havwards. The lav conference, bv suitable 
resolutions, endorsed the American Bible Society, the election 
of women to the lay electoral conferences, rejoiced at the 
presence of a Chinese delegate from San Francisco, and an 
Indian delegate from Round Valley, condemned the use of to- 
bacco, endorsed the temperance reform, urged greater care on 
the Sabbath question, expressed concern at the neglect of the 
class-meeting, endorsed the Advocate and Depositor}', and 
finallv asked for a high standard of excellence on the part of 
those appointed to the office of presiding elder. 

Statistics. — Members of conference 130, probationers four. 
Church members 8,293, probationers 759, local preachers 116, 
Sundav-school-s 172, officers and teachers 1,579, scholars 13.- 
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591, churches 128. vahied at 611,950.84, parsonages valued at_ 
$79,075, collected for Conference Claimants $914.90, for mis- 
sions, from churches $1,524.60, from Sunday-schools $492.15, 
from Women's Missionary Society $455.40. for Bible Society 
S305.03, for Church ' Extension $168.85. for Tract Society 
$78.45, for Sunday-school Union $88.60, for Freedmen's Aid 
$149.80, for Education $145.85. The amount appropriated to. 
the conference from the General Missionary Committee was 
$3,500 for the English work, $2,500 for the German, $1,250 
for the Scandinavian. $10,500 for the Chinese, and $500 for 
the Indian. 

H. B. Hcacock was placed on the San Erancisco District, 
G. Clifford on the Sacramento, A. J. Nelson on the Petaluma, 
and C. H. Afflerbach on the German. No other changeg. 
There were iiy pastoral charges. 

There were three transfers to this conference. Samuel 
T. Sterretl was of Scotch Irish blood, but bom in Illinois 
April 16, 1S25. His parents were faithful Methodists, and he 
was converted and joined the Church when only twelve years 
old. He was educated in McKendry College, and in 1850 
joined the Illinois Conference. After six years' labor there 
he went to Minnesota and became a charter member of the 
first conference ever organized in that State. He married Miss 
Mary M. Hauer, a student of Oberlin. Her health failing, he 
came to California in 1879 in hopes of her recovery. She died 
not long after their arrival. In 1886 he married Mrs. Bell 
Burroughs, M.D. In 1888 he was compelled by poor health 
to t9ke a superannuated relation. He was, from tliat time, a 
great sufferer during the greater part of his life. His patience 
and endurance were apparent to all. He died December II, 
1899. 

J. L. Mann was a transfer from the Southern California 
Conference. 

Jes'ie Smith was a transfer from the Minnesota Conference, 
which body he joined in 1859. I" iS&6 he was placed on the 
supernumerarv list, and became an evangelist. He has trav- 
eled all over the State in that capacity. He is especially to be 
commended for the interest he has taken in gathering the chil- 
dren into the Church. 

George Adams was re-admitted on a certificate of location, 
he being a deacon of the second class. He came from the 
North Indiana Conference, which body he joined in 1872. 
In 1883 he was given a supernumerary relation, and went to 
Drew Theological School, where he afterward graduated. He 
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joined the New York East Conference, where he is now doing 
excellent work. 

J. W. Kuykendall was al-so re-admitted on his certificate 
of location from the Oregon Conference. He joined that body 
in 1867. He has done faithful work here. 

Two were admitted on trial. Theodore R. Hartley, if the 
writer mistakes not, is a native of England. No facts have 
been given concerning him. His usefulness has been much 
diminished bv ill health. 

W. D. Crabb is a graduate of the Ohio Wesleyan Univer- 
sity, and followed the profession of a teacher for several years 
before entering the ministry. Up to the close of our historical 
period he did excellent work in the pastorate and as principal 
of the Preparatory Department of the University. 

Only four new names appear at the head of charges in 
the appointments of this year. New Almaden had for several 
years been an appendage of Los Gatos. The writer preached 
the dedicatory sermon of a new church in this place, March 
28, 1875. That church afterward was blown down in a furious 
gale. Another took its place, and that was burned. Still 
another and better one was built, and that is the one now in 
use. G. W. Beatty was the first pastor of this church when a 
station. In 1881, j. H. Wythe, Jr. In 1882, C. G. Milnes. In 
1883, J. vS. Fisher. In 1884, it was left to be supplied. In 
1885, F. M. Willis. In 1886, J. L. Trefren. In 1888. H. C. 
Benson. In 1890, J. W. Bryant. In 1892, J. R. Wolfe. In 
1895, W. J. Peters. His pastorate extended beyond our period. 
Members 105, probationers 18, one local preacher, scholars in 
Sunday-school 200, one church valued at $3,000, one parson- 
age valued at $1,000, paid pastor $1,200, presiding elder $55, 
bishops $10, rai'sed for missions $50. 

When W. D. Crabb was teaching school in San Ramon, 
being a local preacher, he held services on Sunday in the 
school house. An interest was awakened, a revival followed, 
a Church was formed, and it was placed with Pleasanton as a 
charge. In 1879 it was at the head of the appointment, and 
Crabl), now being a probationer in the conference, was placed 
in charge. In 1881, P. G. Buchanan. In 1882, J. H. Bacon. 
In 1884, W. T. Mayne. In 1886, J. L. Burchard. In 1887. 
R. Tavlor. A church was built during his pastorate. In i88(.). 
W. V\ Grnnt. In i8()0. T. W. Lincoln. In 1892, C. McKel- 
vcy. In 1893, W. T. Curnow. In 1894 it was an appendage 
of IMcasanton, and it so remained until after the close of our 
period. 
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Ceres is a station on the Southern Pacific Railroad, a few 
miles south of Modesto. It was a temperance colony. In the- 
eighties we held services in the Baptist Church on Sunday 
evenings, and at Westport, seven miles away, in the morning. 
We had a parsonage in Ceres, and a few members. At West- 
port we had a church among a farming community, most of 
whom were Engli-sh. In 1880 A. R. SheriflF reported 78 com- 
municants, three Sunday-schools with 140 scholars in all. In 

1880, T. B. Palmer. During his pastorate the church now in* 
use at Westport was built and dedicated by Dr. Jewell. In 

1881, W. C. Curry. In 1884, J- H. Jones. In 1887, D. W. 
Calfee. A church enterprise at Turlock was begun under the- 
pastorate of Mr. Jones, but, if the writer is not mistaken, it 
was not completed until after the appointment of Mr. Calfee. 
In 1889, F. L. Tuttle. He did not go, or did not stay, for L. 
Fellers reported the charge the next year and then was re- 
appointed. In 1891, T. Leak. In 1893, J. Appleton. In 1895,. 
J. S. Smith. From 1887 to this time the charge was called 
Turlock. In 1896 it was dropped off the list, but was probably 
represented by Modesto Circuit. Even that disappieared from 
the list of appointments in 1897. Westport at that time was 
placed with Burneyville. 

A charge called Millville appeared in the Hst of 1879, with 
T. R. Bartley pastor. In 1880 it was an appendage of Red- 
ding, Bartley being still in charge. It was not again men- 
tioned until 1887, when it was supplied by C. F. Withrow. 
In i88q it was supplied by H. A. Parrott. In 1890 it was not 
in the list. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

1880. 

The Twenty-Eighth Conference. 

This was held in Petaluma, beginning September 15th and 
•closing the 20th. Bishop Wiley presided. W. S. Urmy was 
elected secretary. A committee consisting of the presiding 
elders of San Francisco and Stockton Districts, with O. Gib- 
son, J. R. Sims, J. Widney, and J. W. Hinds, was appointed 
"to consider the advisability of building an Episcopal residence 
for Bishop E. O. Haven, who was to live in San Francisco. 
Subsequently the names of Charles Goodall, J. W. Campbell 
and E. W. Playter were added to the committee. As Bishop 
Haven preferred living quietly in rooms rented for the pur- 
pose, nothing was ever done by the committee. 

Statistics. — Members of conference 127, probationers 7. 
members of the Church 7,824, probationers 768, local preach- 
ers 85, Sunday-schools 169, officers and teachers 1,677, schol- 
ars 12,031, conversions in the schools 231, churches 120, prob- 
able value $566,480, parsonages 90, probable value $80,650. 
raised for Conference Claimants $1,005.40, for missions, from 
churches $1,502.18, from Sunday-schools $433.69, Women's 
Mis'sionary Society $303.85, for Church Extension $469.15. 
for Tract Society, $86.08, for Sunday-school Union S181.05. 
for Freedmen*'j> Aid $131.25, for Education $114.20, for Amer- 
ican Bible Society $300.70. The General Missionary Commit- 
tee appropriated to the conference $3,000 for Eiglish work, 
$2,100 for German, $ii,6co for Chinese, $1,250 for the Scan- 
dinavian, and $500 for the Indian. 

The statistics show a decrease of 469 members. This may 
be i)artly accounted for by the practice then required of re- 
l)()rting only nienil^ers who were known to be such at the 
time. l>ut as the item, "Removed without certificate." con- 
tained only 189 mnies, there must have been 280 real de- 
crease. It was a hard year in financial matters, though better 
than the vear l)efore. 

The Humboldt District w-s made a part of the Petaluma. 
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and H. C. Benson was presiding elder. The Northern Cal- 
ifornia was made a. part of the Sacramento District. No other 
changes. There were 104 pastoral charges. 

Only three transfers were received at this conference. B. F. 
Crary from the Colorado Conference, of whom we have already 
written. G. M. Pierce from the Utah Mission, a merely nom- 
inal transfer, as he never did any work this side of Salt Lake. 
He continued to labor in that place until 1882, when he locat- 
ed. Frederick Werth was a German and came to work among 
his own people. A man of large physique, of good abilities, a 
superior singer, he continued with us until the German Con- 
ference was organized, when he became a charter member of 
that body. 

Four men were received on trial: James F. Holmes, of 
whom an account may be found elsewhere, Charles J. L,arsen 
of the Scandinavian Mission. Charles R. Nugent from First 
Church. San Jose, and John B. Chisholm of the North San 
Juan Church. Mr. Nugent remained on trial two years, then 
was discontinued at his own request, and subsequently be- 
came a Presbyterian minister. 

C. J. Larsen was a native of Norway. A man of fine ^ 
appearance, excellent abilities, thoroughly American in sympa- 
thies, deeply devoted to his work, he has made full proof of 
his ministry. In 1883 he was received into full connection, 
and at the same time transferred to the Oregon Conference. 
In the great Northwest he has been a valuable servant of the 
Church, not only among people of hi'S own nationalitv, but 
also among those speaking English. 

J. B. Chisholm is a native of Scotland, and an able minis- 
ter. After about twelve years of successful work in the pas- 
torate, in i8y2 he was appointed moral instructor to the Fol- 
som State prison, a position he held at the close of our his- 
torical period. Though he was received by the name of John 
B. Chisholm, the "B." has been dropped from it in the confer- 
ence roll since then. 

Twenty-eighth Street, San Francisco, appears among the 
new appointments of this conference. It was in the statistical 
tables of this year as Twenty-ninth Street, which was probably 
a clerical error. It was begun in the interval of conference, 
and started out at this time with zo communicants and a 
church valued at $1,500. W. M. Johnson was appointed pas- 
tor according to the minutes, but the recollection of the writer 
is that G. W. Beatty was in charge that year. During this 
year the church was moved to a lot on Twenty-seventh street. 
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and fitted up neatly ; the writer preached the re-opening ser- 
mon, and Mr. Beatty was certainly the pastor then. In 1881 
it was called Twenty-seventh street, and Beatty was re-ap- 
pointed. In 1884, S. Jones. In 1886, E. P. Dennett. In 1888, 
A. J. Nelson. During this year the church was moved again, 
this time to a much better location, fitted up and enlarged 
and called Epworth Church. In 1890, A. H. Briggs. In 
1893, R. E. Wenk. In 1894, F. K. Baker. In 1897, W. M. 
Woodward: Members 125, probationers 29, Sunday-school 
scholars 250, a church valued at $7,000, paid pastor $1,050, 
presiding elder $65, bishops $5, raised for missions $30. 

A Sacramento city mission appeared this year with S. C. 
Elliott in charge. He reported 24 communicants and a par- 
sonage valued at $400. It did not appear in that form again, 
but in 1881 there was a Sacramento Circuit with G. R. Stan- 
ley in charge. In 1883, E. Smith. In 1884 it was left off the 
list ; probably Florin was the outgrowth of the charge. 

Roseville had been seen as an appendage of other circuits 
before this time, but now it appeared as Roseville and New- 
castle, supplied by H. L. Gregory. In 1882 Newcastle was 
dropped from the n3me, though probably a part of the charge. 
This year Mr. Gregory erected two houses of worship, valued 
together at $3,300. In 1883 it was Roseville and Sheridan, 
with G. R. Stanley in charge. In 1884, W. A. Johns. In 1886, 
it was Roseville alone in name. In 1887, W. J. Peters. In 

1889 it was Roseville and Penryn, Peters still in charge. In 

1890 it was suppHed by S. E. Crowe. In 189 1 it was alone, 
supplied by L. B. Hinman. In 1892, T. B. Palmer. In 1893, 
C. F. Withrow. In 1894, J. H. Van Vliet. In 1895, it was 
Roseville and Rocklin, with W. C. Robins in charge. In 1896, 
J. R. Watson. In 1897, H. B. Sheldon. Members 54, proba- 
tioners 5, one local preacher, 60 scholars in Sunday-school, 
two churches valued at $3,500, one parsonage valued at $600, 
paid pastor $510, presiding elder $36, bishops $3, raised for 
missions $13. 

Orland and Newville w\s a charge with A. R. Sheriff, pas- 
tor. In 1881 Orland was alone in name, and supplied by J. 
1). Hartsough. For the next two years it was left to be sup- 
l)lie(l. In 1884, H. J. P>land. In 1885, it was supplied by J. 
Pruden. In 1887 it was supplied by C. F. McNeill. In 
i88(;, J. E. Wright. In 1891 it was supplied by 
C. F. Withrow. In 1892 Tehama was added, Withrow 
still in charge. In 1893 it was named alone, and W. 
Cobb supplied it. In 1894 it was supplied by W. S. Withrow. 
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In 1895 it was supplied by J. E. Ray. His pastorate closes 
our period. Members 70, probationers 4, scholars in Sunday- 
school 144, two churches valued at $3,300, one parsonage val- 
ued at $300, paid pastor $637^ presiding elder $60, bishops $4, 
raised for mis-sions $30. 

Redding and Millville this year appear, with T. R. Bartley 
in charge. He remained two years, though Redding alone 
was named in 1881. In 1882 it was supplied by R. B. Scho- 
field. In 1883 it was supplied by J. G. Cooper. In 1885 it 
was supplied by J. B. Hartsough. In 1887, J- T. Murrish. In 
1889, J. J, Martin. In 1892, J. Young. In 1894, C. F. With- 
row. In 1895, J. E. Wright. He was reappointed in 1897. 
Members, 58 ; one probationer ; 125 scholars in Sunday-school ; 
a church, valued at $2,750; a parsonage, valued at $650; paid 
pastor, $726 ; presiding elder, $30 ; bishops $2 ; raised for 
missions, $10. 

Stewart's Point, suppHed by L. W. Simmons, reported 
39 communicants, but no church property. In 1881 it was 
left to be supplied, and so remained for two years, when it was 
dropped from the roll. 

Madison in Yolo County first appeared this year as a sep- 
arate charge, though it had a very interesting history for -sev- 
eral years before. C. R. Nugent, its first pastor, reported in 
1881, 21 communicants, 30 Sunday-school scholars and a 
church valued at $1,500. In 1882, P. G. Buchanan. In 1883, 
H. H. Slavens. In 1884, and in 1885 it was left to be supplied. 
In 1886 it was supplied by W. S. Bryant. It then ceased to 
be named as a charge. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

1881. 
The Twenty-Ninth Conference. 

We were again in Sacramento: it was September 7th at 
the opening, and the 12th when it closed. Bishop Harris pre- 
sided and W. S. Urmy was our secretary. Just at the close of 
the Sacramental service an incident occurred that is worth 
narrating. Lorenzo Waugh, of whom more is said elsewhere, 
arose rnd proceeded to tell how he came to get a license for a 
young man in Ohio, who was the son of a widow and a mem- 
ber of the Presbyterian Church. The young man was called 
Logan, and was rather wild, but in a revival meeting was 
converted and, with hi-s mother's consent, united with the 
Methodist Church. Logan, though young, soon felt that he 
w?s called to prcch, and came to Waugh, his pastor, to con- 
sult about it. A license was obtained, though not without con- 
siderable opposition upon the part of the quarterly conference, 
for many of that body did not have much faith in Logan. 
W^^ugh closed his remarks by saying that Logan went on and 
became a gre^t man, and that the conference now had him for 
a bishop. When he was through Bishop Harris said in sub- 
stance : '*! suppose this is Brother Waugh, though I have not 
seen him for forty-five years. 1 am grateful for the help he 
gave me at the time he mentions, but am sure the members 
that opposed my license were not lacking in sound judgment." 
He then stepped down and gave a w^arm handshake to his 
old friend and pastor. Bishop E. O. Haven, our much-loved 
resident bishop, was to have held our conference at this time, 
but about two months earlier hnd gone to his eternal rest 
while on an official visit to Portland. Complaints have been 
nnde that bishops did not do enough, but we are sure that 
this man of God did too much. He might have lived 
lonj^-er had he taken his work with a less degree of anxiety 
and zeal. Robert H. r>arkway was made a deacon under local 
])rcacher's rule. 

Statistics. Members of conference, 131; probationers, 7; 
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members of the Cluircli, S.22tj: probationers, 1,052; local 
preachers. iq6; churches, 123; probable value, $617,928; par- 
sonages, 84; probable value, $72,575; Sunday-schools, 162; 
officers and teachers, 1.654; scholars, 13,362: conversions. 
449 : raised for mis-sions — from churches. $2,080. from Sun- 
day-schools. $650.90. from Woman's Missionary Society, 
$492.95: for Conference Claimants, $1,293.30; for Church Ex- 
tension, $326.30; for Tract Society, $111.70; for Sunday- 
school Union, $126.35: for Freedman's Aid, $222.10; for 
Education, $159.65; for .American Bible Society, $291.50, 
The amount appropriated to the conference 'was $3,000 for 
the English work, $2,000 for the Scandinavian. $2,100 for the 
German. $11,400 for the Chinese, and $500 for the Indian. 

It will be seen that a healthy, though not a large, growth 
in many respects had been made this year. Times were better. 
D. L. Moody had 'Spent about four months in San Francisco, 
and the influence of his labors extended to every part of the 
St3te. Perhaps some will wonder why we die! not make a 
larger growth under these circumstances. It is a general truth 
that in all union meetings the Methodist Church gathers in a 
less number of converts than almost any other of the leading 
Churches. We give the fact, but cannot stay to indicate the 

This year G. Clifford took the Petaluma District, and H. 
C. Benson the Sacramento. N'o other changes. There were 
ii7 pastoral charges. 

There were three transfers at this conference. J. A, \'an 
Anda came to us from the Southern Cahfornia Conference. 
He joined the Upper lowi in 1863, but of his previous history 
the writer has received no information. He is a successful 
pastor and preacher, having done faithful work until the pres- 
ent time, 

Arnold Thomes Xeedham came to us from the Rock River 
Conference, which body he joined in 1864. He was born on 
the ishnd of Guernsey. August 14, 1838. of English-Norman 
parentage. By them he was brought to America in childhood, 
settling in Chicago. He was converted when about nine years 
of age. bi:t tor want of sufficient encouragement did not join 
the Church until about sixteen. Thougb he remained reli- 
gious, he lost ground by not being in the Church. He spent 
Tsonie years in our schools at Evanston, where he graduated a 
few years later in the Theological Department. His health 
failing he returned to Chicago and was employed in our 
Book Depository in that citv at the breaking out of the war. 
' (M) 
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He then enlisted in the 13th Regiment, Illinois Volunteer In- 
fantry. Being a licensed exhorter, he often preached to the 
soldiers when the chaplain was absent or sick. He was in the 
thickest part of the fight at the storming of Vicksburg, and 
was taken prisoner. While in the hands of the enemy the 
officers of his regiment petitioned to have him appointed chap- 
lain as -soon as his exchange could be secured. Thiere was no 
law authorizing the bishops to ordain a man for the chap- 
laincy, and not being a member of conference the accomplish- 
ment of this purpose required some skill. Dr. T. M. Eddy, 
then editor of the "Northwestern," piloted him into the Con- 
greg^'tional Church long enough to secure ordination, when 
he returned, his order was recognized and he was appointed 
a Methodist chaplain. It is highly creditable to the liberality 
of tlie Congregational Church that they did this, knowing 
exactly what it me?nt. He then went into his old regiment 
in tlie capacity of chaplain, continuing in the work until the 
close of the w^r. He saw hard service, being in about fifteen 
battles. But his hardest suflferings were while a prisoner. 
His loyalty to his adopted country is only equalled by his 
lovaltv to Christ, and to the Church of his choice. 

W. M. Johnson was a transfer from the Illinois Confer- 
ence, being a deacon of the first class and a young man of 
much promise. In 1884 ^'^^ ^^'^'^ made supernumerary on 
account of health, and in 1887 he was re-transferred to the 
Illinois Conference. 

Two men were received on trial — Otto Kringelbach 
and Henry H. Slavens. The first was engaged in the Scandi- 
navian work, but was discontinued at the end of one year. H. 
H. Slavens was received into full connection in 1883, super- 
annuated in 1886, made effective in 1890, and located in 1891. 
Turning to the new fields opened this year, we find Castro- 
ville, with J. F. Burkholder in charge. He reported 13 com- 
municants, but no Sunday-school and no church property. 
In 1882 it was left to be supplied and the next year it was left 
off the li'St. 

Hayes \ 'alley was the beginning of one of our strong 
city churches. In 1871 a mission Sunday-school was formed in 
a hall not far from where the St. Ignatius Church now stands. 
J. M. lUiffington and W. !>. Holcomb were leading spirits in 
this work. Tlie school was kept up, mainly through laborers 
from Centrr^l Church, for ten years. Dr. Crary, living in the 
neighl)orl:ioo(l, took a lively interest in it, and at this confer- 
ence wa*s appoiiued pastor. At the end of one year he re- 
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ported 32 communicants and 98 scholars in Sunday-school. 
In 1883, J- F- Hohnes. In 1884 it took the name of Simpson 
Memorial Church, and F. F. Jewell became its pastor. Cap- 
tain Goodall, R. McElroy and others from Howard Street 
Church now took hold of the movement ; a lot on the corner 
of Hayes and Buchanan, was purchased, and the present 
edifice erected. It was dedicated in December, 1885. Sel- 
dom has a church leaped so suddenly into prominence : sel- 
dom 'has a church been favored with such auspicious aid in 
pr^stors and laymen. In 1887, G. W. Izer. In 1890, A. 
CanoU. In 1891, A. C. Hirst. In 1895, J. Stephens! He 
w:s there until after the close of our period. Members, 250; 
probationers, 12; local preachers, 3; Sunday-school scholars, 
300: a ch'urch valued at $50,000; paid pastor, $i,8oo; pre- 
siding elder, $160; bishops, $20; raised for missions, $275. 

Covelo has already been noticed in connection with our 
Indirn work. It appeared this year as a regular charge, 
though left to be supplied. It reported 14 communicants and 
50 scholars in Sunday-school, but no church property. For 
three years it was left to be supplied, and it was then dropped 
from the list until 1896, when it became an Indian mission. 

Willett'S appeared as a charge this year, left to be sup- 
plied. In 1883, G. L^rkin. In 1884, it was called Willetts- 
ville, and was supplied by W. S. Bryant. It returned to the 
name of Willetts the next year without change of pastor. In 
1886 it was left to be supplied. In 1887, it was suppHed by W. 
S. Bryant; perhaps he supplied it the year before. In 1888, 
C. F. Coy. In 1889, it was supplied by W. E. Read. In 1890, 
F. R. Walton. In 1891, it was supplied by Frank Hindson. 
In 1892, it was suppHed by T. R. Bartley. In 1893, F. L. 
Tuttle. In 1894 supplied by Jame-s W. Sneed. In 1896 sup- 
plied by S. Frank Coons. In 1897, supplied by J. W. Pulley. 
Members, 52; one probationer; one local preacher; 85 schol- 
ars in Sunday-school ; a church valued at $800 ; a parsonage 
valued at $700; paid pastor, $321 ; presiding elder, $26; raised 
for missions, $2. 



CHAPTER XXXVII. 

1882. 
The Thirtieth Conference. 

This conference was held in Oakland First Church, begin- 
ning September 20th and closing the 26th. Bishop Hurst 
presided and Dr. Urmy was secretary. This year we received 
$182 from the Ilook Concern for our Conference Claimants. 
A vote of thanks was tendered J. M. Buffington for the inter- 
est he was taking in behalf of the same object. 

Statistics. Members of conference, 131; probationers, 6; 
church members, 8,555; probationers, 998 ; local preachers, 
104; Sunday-school scholars, 159; officers and teachers, 1,679: 
•scholars, 13,085; conversions, 361; churches, 126; probable 
value, $580,700; parsonages, 92; probable value, $76,900: 
collected: for Conference Claimants, $1,844.15; for missions 
— from churches, $2,689.40: from Sunday-schools, $838.65: 
from Woman's Missionary Society, $521.90, for Church Ex- 
tension, $426.75; for Tract Society, $134.45: for Sunday- 
school Union, $140.95; for Freedmen's Aid, $301.10: for Ed- 
ucation, $305.50; for American Bible Society, $262.63: ap)- 
)ropriate(l to the conference from the Missionary Society: 
$3,000 to the English' work, $1,800 to the German, $1,500 to 
the Scandinavian, $10,087 to the Chinese, $500 to the Indian. 
The only change in district work this year was the ap- 
])c)intment of C. \'. Anthony to the Stockton District. There 
were 123 ])astoral charges. 

Two transfers were received for the German work. J. \V. 
Kicdcmann and August Lt^mkau. The first came from the 
Chic?g()(iomrMi Conference, a probationer of two years' stand- 
iiiii. He was received into full connection at this time. He is 
still in the work, though most of his time has been given to 
teaching modern languages in the University of the Pacific. 
lie became a charter member of the Pacific German Confer- 
ence in 1 89 1. 

August Lemkau was also a probationer of two years' stand- 
ing in the v^t. Louis ("ierman. and was received into full con- 
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nection at this conference. He has remained, doing faithful 
work among the German people. 

Charles J. Wigren came in February preceding confer- 
ence, and took charge of the Swedish Mission. He was a 
transfer from the Northwest Swedish Conference, and ac- 
cording to the minutes, he joined that body on trial in 1881, 
but as he was cl-ssed among the full members in 1882, this is 
impossible, without a grand stretch of the discipline. He was 
transferred back to the Northwest Swedish Conference in 
1885. 

J. H. Bacon, a deacon of the Rock River Conference, was 
transferred to our conference this vear. He came for his health 
but was never well. In May, 1885, he returned with ^his wife 
to IlHnois, where he died June 18th following. He was a 
native of England, and for a time preached in the Independent 
Church of that country. When twentv-five vears old he came 
to America, and joined the Methodist Church. In 1879 he 
joined the Rock River Conference, having supplied work for 
several years previously. He was a man of great -sweetness 
and purity of character. Also very successful in his work. 
His last words were, "I am going home, I am going home." 

Charles McKelvey was a successful minister among the 
New Connection Methodists in Canada. He entered upon 
that work in 1866. He was several years in the Nevada Con- 
ference before coming to California. He was transferred from 
that conference to us in 1882. He has been an able and u-se- 
ful minister among us since. 

W. F. Warren was a transfer from the Colorado Confer- 
ence. That body he joined in 1871. His labors have been 
greatly blessed to the good of the churches he has served. 

Five probationers were received. H. L. Gregory had been 
a member of the American Lutheran Church. He united with 
our Church in California, and yielding to long continued con- 
victions, he entered upon his life work. For a few years he 
supplied appointments, and then joined on trial. There was 
no mistake in his case. His work has been of great value to 
the Church. He lives the gospel he preaches. 

Monroe H. Alexander is a graduate of our University, 
where also he has been a professor. A young man of promise, 
greatly beloved. 

Lorenzo Fellers was raised, if not born, in Grass Valley. 
He, too, is a graduate of the University of the Pacific, enter- 
ing the ministery soon after he received his bachelor's degree. 
He gives promise of many years of useful work. 
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William L. Stephens was received into full connection in 
1885, was made supernumerary in 1886, and expelled in 1887. 

Only two new names need to be considered among the 
appointments. Brentwwod was a station on the railroad near 
Point of Timber. It was only that charge under a new name. 
At Point of Timber services were held in a hall, at Brentwood 
in a school house, and at Antioch in a church owned by the 
Christian Adventists. This vear an old church owned bv the 
Congregationalists, was purchased and moved about two 
miles to Brentwood, fitted up for use,and served the purpose 
well for a few years. In 1883 H. L. Gregory was appointed. 
During his pastorate a new and neat church was built at 
Brentwood, the one still in use. In 1886, J. E. Wickes. In 
1888, W. T. Mayne. In 1889, D. Brill. Iti 1890, H. C. Ben- 
son. In 1891, D. W. Calfee. In 1892, W. P. S. Duncan. In 
1893, J- L. Trefren. In 1894, G. Clifford. In 1895, W. S. 
Kelley. In 1897, J. R. Wolfe. Members 27, probationers 2, 
Sunday-school scholars 48, a church valued at $2,700, a par- 
sonage valued at $600, paid pastor $700, presiding elder $40, 
bishops $4, raised for missions $25. 

Oakdale and Burneyville had W. D. Crabb for pastor. 
A union church was built about this time in Oakdale, which 
was shared bv the fVesbvterians and Methodists. Mr. Crabb 
set about building a church for our own use, and succeeded in 
erecting a plain but neat one that was dedicated by Dr. 
Holmes in the spring of 1884. At the conference of that year 
D. W. Chilson was appointed. In 1886, J. R. Wolfe. In 
1888, S. Kinsey. In 1893, A. Holbrook. In 1896, H. Cope- 
land. In 1897, ^- Rhodda. Members 123, probationers 22, 
one local preacher, 139 scholars in Sunday-school, a church 
valued at $2,200, a parsonage valued at $800, paid pastor 
S830, presiding elder, $70, bishops $10, raised for missions $85. 



CHAITER XXX\'III. 



1883. 



The Thirty-First Conference. 

Tlr's conference met in Howard-street Church, San Fran- 
cisco. September 19th and adjourned the 25th. Bishop War- 
ren presided and Dr. Urniy was secretary. The Rook Con- 
cern gave the Conference Claimants $175. On the second 
ballot G. Clifford was elected a delegate to the General Con- 
ference. On the fourth ballot F. F. Jewell. On the sixth H. 
C. Henson. T. H. Sinex and C. C. Stratton were elected re- 
serve deleg:?tes. The T^ay Electoral Conference met on the 
2 1 St and organized by the election of Annis Merrill, of San 
Frncisco, president Joseph F. Lamdin of Napa, secretary, 
«'nd W. F. Cronemiller of Sacramento, assistant secretarv. In 
the afternoon session Charles Goodall of San Francisco, and 
Justus Greeley of Marysville, were elected delegates to the 
General Conference. J. \V. Whiting of San Francisco, and 
James A. Clayton of San Jose, were elected alternates. They 
passed resolutions deprecating the removal of the time limit, 
rsking for a resident bishop, endorsing the general policy of 
the Church, the temperance cause, the American Bible So- 
ciety, and asked for such a change in the Church Extension 
Society as would make it capable of carrying insurance pol- 
icies on all church property. A similar resolution was passed 
unanimouslv bv the Annual Conference. This action was 
instigated by the writer, who had never thought of it except 
through the urgent solicitation of Captain Fayles of Walnut 
Creek. Though the object has never been accomplished, it 
w^ould be difficult to show^ why it would not be a great advant- 
age to the Church at large, and no detriment to the Church 
Extension Societv, which in its loan fund has alwavs monev 
enough to meet all claims, not to speak of the further funds 
which the small premiums would place at their disposal. T. 
S. L. \Vallis was elected a deacon under the local preacher's 
rule. 

(391^ 
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Statistws. Members of conference 126, probationers 10, 
members of the Church 8,793, probationers 1125, local preach- 
ers 120, Sunday-schools 176, officers and teachers 1,946, 
scholars 14,240, churches 137, probable value $609,950, par- 
sonages 86, probable value $77,640. Collected for Conference 
Claimants $2,095.95, ^^^ missions, from Churches $2,936.91, 
from Sunday-schools $932.93, ^rom Woman's Missionary So- 
ciety $432.20, for Church Extension $529.27, for Tract Soci- 
ety $159.65, for Sunday-school Union $186.45, for Freed- 
men's Aid $861.35, for Education $371.10, for Bible Society 
$328.47. The Freedmen's Aid collections were augmented by 
a collection of $509 contributed at the conference anniversary 
of that society under the inspiring speech of Bishop Warren. 
The amount of missionary money appropriated to this con- 
ference was $3,500 for the English work, $2,800 for the Ger- 
man, $10,000 for the Chinese, $1,500 for the Swedish, and 
$700 for the Norwegian and Danish. 

The only changes in district work this year consisted in 
placing W. Dennett on the San Fracisnco District, and F. 
Werth on the German. There were 123 pastoral charges. 

Wavne Carver came to us from the Nevada Conference. 
He was born in Stockbridge, ^^ladison County, New York, 
January 17, 1830. He was converted when ten years of age. 
He was educated in the public schools, at Cazenovia Semin- 
ary, and at Garrett Biblical Institute. He graduated from tlie 
last named scliool in i860. He then labored several vears in 
Minnesota. In 1867 ^^^ married Mrs. L. M. Chapman, who 
survived him. In that year he volunteered to go to Utah as 
a missionary. There he labored successfully until he went to 
Nevada. Five years later he came to California. He had 
been on the non-effective list about four vears before his 
death, which occured February 13, 1891. The record made of 
him at the next conference, written bv Dr. Crarv, was that 
"He wrought, and ])l?.nned, and prayed, and died in doing 
good." 

J. ( ). Raynor was a chaplain in the United States army. 
and was transferred to our conference for the sake of con- 
venience. He was a brother of Mrs. D. A. Dryden, and was 
born in England in 1823. He went to Oregon in 1844, where 
he j)reache(l the first sermon ever heard in the city of Port- 
land. In 1864, while a member of the Oregon Conference, 
he was appointed a chaplain and did good work until laid aside 
or. account of age. He died June 18, 1888, and was buried with 
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military honors in the cemetery of the Presidio in San 
Francisco. 

Four probationers came ifl at this time. Thomas Filben 
was raised a Roman Catholic, ^biit was converted in California 
under the preaching- of Dr. Jewell. He was educated in the 
University of the Pacific. He is able, scholarly, -successful. 
He has taken a deep interest in the C. L. S. C, being a man- 
ager for many years of the assembly in Pacific Grove and 
more recently at the Shasta Retreat. The University, his 
alma mater, conferred on him- the degree of D.D. 

T. S. L. WalHs has been a useful and successful minister 
continually since he joined the conference. He wa-s greatly 
bereaved in the loss of his excellent wife, who died in Oak- 
land, October 30, 1896. 

Arthur Hyslop l)riggs was born in San Francisco, Janu- 
cry 16, 1859. Pie is the third son of Dr. M. C. P>riggs of pio- 
neer fame. He graduated at the Xorthwestern at Fvanston, 
and the next year joined our conference on trial. After one 
year's work in the pastorate he went to the Boston School of 
Theology. In 1887 he returned and was received into full 
connection. In 1896 he was transferred to the Colorado 
Conference and -.^^tationed in Denver, as pastor of Grace 
Church. May 26, 1897, he married Miss Edna Iliff, daughter 
of Mrs. Pisho]) Warren, and was elected Dean of the Iliff 
School of Theology soon after. At ])resent, after two years 
study in luirope, he is i)resident of that institution, and mak- 
ing a most gratifying record. 

Fritz Reiser is a Gernir-n and has been engaged in the Ger- 
man District and conference since he joined. He married 
Mis'S Kruger of Santa Cruz. 

Oak Grove this year took the name af Atlanta, -which it 
has since borne. Iu)ur or five families, well-to-do, in a rich 
farming community, made one of our very best country 
charges. This ye?ir it contri])ute(l more to the cause of mis- 
sions, i)er member, than any other church in the conference. 
K. E. Dodge was sent here in i88j and was followed bv |. E. 
Wickes in 1885. In 1886, W. T. Mayne. In 1888, \V. wS. Cor- 
win. In 1889, II. Copeland. In i8(j2, it was supplied by ( ). 
M. Hester. In 1893, •supi)lie(l ^"^): ^ • ^l- Darling. In 1894, W. 
T. Curnow. In i8(;S. H- P. Grcij:orv. He was continued un- 
til after tlie close of our i)erio(l. Members 46, prol)ati()ners 10, 
Sunday-school scholars 75, two churches valued at $1,800, 
one parsonage valued at S300, i)aid i)ast()r $600, presiding 
elder '$^'^2, bishops S3, raised for missions $25. 
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Oleta is the modern euphoniivs name of the Fiddletown of 
early mining days. In 1882 it was set apart with Shanandoah 
Valley, Volcano and West Point, and placed in charge of 
Henry Hicks, a supply. In 1885 it was with the first two 
named places and in charge of M. K. Hackman. In 1886, 
suppHed by W. O. Askings. In 1888, suppHed by W. S. With- 
row. In 1889 it was not in the Hst. Two or three times after- 
ward this place was named, but only to be supplied, and then 
left off the list. A union church, somewhat dilapidated, was 
made over to the Methodist Church in 1884, or the year fol- 
lowing. Oleta has a small population, and no prospect of 
much increase. Shanandoah Valley had quite a number of 
members, but most of them were lost when the Free Method- 
ists entered that field. 

Stockton Mission was the starting point of what is now 
clay-street Church in that city. A school house was bought, 
fixed up and services were held in it by J. W. Hinds, then a 
banker in Stockton, and a local preacher. In 1884 it was 
called Clay-stret Church, and W. C. Curry was in charge. 
The de])t contracted in the purchase, though not large for tlie 
real value of the property, was a heavy burden to the few who 
were interseted in the enteri^rise. In 1885 J. B. Chenoweth 
was appointed. He secured the payment of the debt through 
V. X'isher, a well-to-do layman of the Church, after whom it 
took its name for several years. In 1886 V^isher Church had 
E. I. Jones for pastor. In 1889, J. L.Trefren. In 1890, M. S. 
Cross. In 1891, A. Canoll. In 1892, S. M. Driver. In 1893, 
L. Fellers. In 1894, Clay-street Church had J. W. Ross for 
pastor. He remained until after the close of our period. Mem- 
l)crs 31, probationers 2, one local preacher, Sunday-school 
scholars 105, a church valued at $4,800, a parsonage valued at 
$1,000, i)aid pastor $397, bishops $2, raised for missions $21. 

Though Tracy was named as a charge this year no supply 
was found for it, nothing was done, nor was it again men- 
tioned until 1891, when E. B. Winning supplied it. In 1892, 
J. Jeffries. In 1894, J. Young. In 1895, E- J- Wilson. In 
1896, li. M. Hill. His i)astorate closes our period. Members 
36, ])robationers 12, one local preacher, Sunday-school schol- 
ars 55, a church valued at $2,200, a parsonage valued at $800, 
l)ai(l i)astor $744, presiding elder $30, bishops $4, raised for 
missions $20. 



CHAPTER XXXIX. 



1884. 



The Thirty-Second Conference. 



This was the first conference session at Pacific Grove, and 
the first visit of Bishop Foss, as a presiding officer of the Cal- 
fornia Conference. The session opened the loth of September 
and closed the 15th. W. S. Urmy was secretary. Since the 
death of Bishop Haven this, and other conferences had been 
engaged in building a monument over his remains in the old 
mission cemetery at Salem, Oregon. It was now reported 
finished and unveiled with proper ceremonies. It cost 
$1,131.65. Our conference had paid $407.60, and $150 was 
still due on its cost. Much trouble and some loss to the 
Church had resulted from fanatical presentations of the doc- 
trine of Christian Perfection. A committee was appointed at 
this conference to consider the whole matter and report not 
only on the doctrine itself, but also on the proper mode of 
teaching it. The committee consisted of B. F. Crary, R. Bent- 
ley, A. T. Needham, M. C. Briggs, T. S. Dunn, J. Coyle, and 
C. y. AfTlerbach. The report, which was unanimously 
adopted, endorsed our standards of teaching on that subject, 
but severely deprecated union holiness bands, and all irregular 
and irresponsible eflforts to promote holiness contrary to the 
established usages of the Church. There is no doubt that 
this action had a salutary effect. 

Bishop Fowler having been assigned to San Francisco for 
residence, a committee of seven ministers and eight laymen 
was appointed to adopt measures for furnishing an episcopal 
home. The committee consisted of F. F. Jewell, W. Dennett, 
C. V. Anthony, H. B. Heacock, M. C. Briggs and G. W. Izer, 
ministers ; Charles Goodall, J. M. Buffiington, Peter Bohl, 
J. A. Clayton, Annis Merrill, R. McElroy, S. E. Holden, and 
W. H. Keeler, laymen. It is impracticable to follow up the 
work of this committee. The outcome was the purchase of 
land on the corner of Oak and Buchanan streets, and the 
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erection of a house thereon that cost about $18,000. A heavy 
debt was contracted, which hung over it for a long time, but 
was finally paid of¥ at a laymen's association meeting in 1889. 
Since Bishop^ Fowler left the Coast it has not been much in use 
by bishops, but it served a good purpose in 1892 in securing a 
resident bishop, for otherwise we should have had none. 

Bishop Taylor, just about ready to start on his first episco- 
pal trip to Africa, was present during most of the session. It 
was at this conference that the brotherhood of travel began. 
By this plan the effective ministers divide the expenses of their 
attendance at conference equally among themselves. Those 
who come from afar pay no more traveling expenses than 
those near at hand. For the only time in our history, the mat- 
ter of fixing the place of the next conference was left to the 
decision of the presiding elders. 

Statistics. Members of conference 144, probationers 10, 
members of the Church 9,156, probationers 897, local preach- 
ers 108, Sunday-schools 178, officers and teachers 1,838, schol- 
ars 15,133, conversions 906, churches 144, probable value 
$631,050, parsonages 89, probable value $81,357, collected for 
Conference Claimants $5,106, for missions, from Churches 
$2,712, from Sunday-schools $1,159, froinWoman's Mission- 
ary Society $128, for Women.'s Home Missionary Society, the 
first report, $55, for Church Extension $585, for Sunday- 
school Union $159, for Tract Society $140, for Freedmen's 
Aid $274, for Education $755, for American Bible Society 
$516. We received this year from the Missionary Society for 
use in the conference, $3,500 for English work, $2,800 for 
Gei-raan» $1,500 for Swedish, $700 for Norwegian, ^00 for 
Portugese, $9,000 for Chinese. 

This was the only year in all our history that we had more 
money than was absolutely needed for the Conference Claim- 
ants. $1,108.85 was placed in the hands of the conference 
trustees for use the next ye^r. The credit for this must be giv- 
en to J. M. Bufifington. No friend of worn out preachers ever 
took his place. Nor was he long to help us in this matter. Even 
thf'H his own reward was near. Let us look for a moment how 
it fared with these needy ones when they got all the stewards 
thought was necessary. Two families received each $400, three 
received $300, one received $250, five received $200, one re- 
ceived $150, and three received $100. The next year used 
up the suri)his witli(3Ut any excess of gifts, and then the old 
hand to mouth system i)revaile(l, and still ])revails. 
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No change of district work occiired at this time. There 
were 129 pastoral charges. 

The disbanding of tlie Nevada Conference this year, 
brought several transfers that belonged to that work. George- 
Jennings was a supernumerarj- member of that conference- 
v\hen transferred, tn 1S85 he was superanmiated. He died 
in Reno, February 22, [887. He was. born in Philadelphia- 
March 9. 1814, converted at the age of sixteen, was ordained: 
in 1840. an elder in 1842. went west in 1854, and to Nevada in 
1873. His end was peace. 

C. H. Kirkbride was originally from New Jersey, which 
conference he joined in 1862. He labored for a time in Col- 
orado, thence to Nevada, then to California, where he is still 
at work. 

N. 0, Luke never did any work in California. In 1885 he 
withdrew from the Church and ministry. 

J. W. Pendleton joined the Nevada Conference in 1882. He 
continued in the work there until 1890, when he was made 
supernumerary. In 1892 he located. Of J. D. Hammond we 
have written elsewhere. 

George W. Izer was a transfer from the Oregon Confer- 
ence. He Jiad been twice pastor of Taylor-street Church in 
Portland, having seized in the East a few vears between 
times. He joined the Raltimore Conference in 1865. In 1890 
he was transferred to the Pittsburg Conference, He has had 
a distinguished career as a pastor and preacher. 

J. I'. Macauley was a transfer from the Newark Confer- 
ence, which body he joined in 1871. He has done valuable 
service and shares the highest confidence of his brethren. 

J. N. Beard joined the Northwest Indiana Conference in 
1872. He W.1S a valuable acquisition to our working force. He 
Spent several years of useful labor in the Napa Collegiate In- 
stitute, or rather College, for it had been chartered as a college 
not long before he became its president. 

J. W. Buxton came to us from the North Ohio Conference, 
of which he became a member in 1858. He came under ihe 
tongue of good report, and lias maintained his repiitatiun 
while among us. 

George S. Holmes was a son of Dr. Holmes, who followed 
his father soon after his arrival. He acted as a supply for West 
Berkeley nearly a year before his transfer. He remained only 
one year after hid father's return. He was a graduate of some 
college, was scholarly and efficient. 

John Jacobson had been nearly a year in the work before 
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this conference session. He joined the North Norwegian 
Conference at first, and labored in the Northwest until he came 
to us. He has been a faithful worker in California, Oregon 
and Washington, since that time. 

Louis Kroeck was from the Southwest German Confer- 
ence, and had been about fourteen years in the work when 
sent to California. He remained with us until the German 
Conference was formed, of which he became a charter member. 

W. P. S. Duncan, a deacon of the first class, was received 
on his certificate of location. He seemed always to be in very 
poor health, and in 1895 he was placed on the superannuated 
list. In 1896 he withdrew from the Church and ministry. 

There were five probationers received at this conference. 
Ross Taylor was sent by his father to Africa, but remained less 
than a year. Returning, he was stationed in Sonora in 1885. 
He was received into full connection in 1887. Two years 
later he went to New York to superintend his father's pub- 
lishing interests. He located in 1889. His work in the pas- 
torate indicated much of his father's zeal and drive. He was 
also skillful in saving souls. 

Kanichi Aliyama was a native of Japan, born in Choshu 
Province, and was of Jomura rank, and a retainer of the Lord 
oi Choshu. We have seen elsewhere the circurristances under 
which he was converted. He was at that time about twenty- 
eight years old. He was a great help to Dr. Gibson before 
he was licensed to preach. So much did that good man esteem 
this native of the Eastern world that he gave him his gold 
watch only a little time before his death. That token of love 
will be very dear to Miyama. He was transferred to the Japan 
Conference in 1891, where he has labored with great zeal and 
' success. 

John- Jeffries Martin was born in Cornwall, England, Sep- 
teml:rer 10, 1849. ^^ ^^'^^ converted at the age of eighteen, 
and joined the Methodist Episcopal Church in Toronto.Can- 
ada. Two years later he came to California. He graduated 
from the University of the Pacific in 1884, joining the confer- 
ence soon after. He is doing faithful work at this time. 

Of W. A. Johns and Richard Rodda, the writer has re- 
ceived no information. They are both doing good work. 

Corelitos stands this year at the head of the San Francisco 
District. J. Smith, the first pastor, reported 53 communicants 
and 75 scholars distributed in three schools. In 1885 't in- 
v^luded Soquel, Smith still in charge. The next year Coralitos 
was left off the list. 
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Eureka Valley was a name given to that part of San Fran- 
cisco lying between the Mission and the Western Addition. 
The zeal and financial liberality of Wavne Carver laid the 
foundation for the church, now known as Trinitv. The church 
has undergone enlargement and repairs since his day, and has 
become one of the successful churches of the city. In 1887 
Mr. Carver was followed by H. H. Hall. In'i88g J. P. 
Macauley. In 1891, E. R. WilHs. In 1893, W. S. Bovard. 
In 1896, F. F. Jewell. In 1897, H. W. Feck. Members, 171 ; 
probationers, 29; Sunday-school scholars, 260; a church val- 
ued at $21,000; paid pastor, $1,300; presiding elder, $75;. 
bishops, $18; raised for missions, $135. 

The appointment this year called Reed Street, in San Jose^ 
has had an interesting iii-story, and deserves a more lengthy 
account than usual. In the summer of 1882 a committee was 
appointed from First Church Sunday-school, consisting of 
;\lre. John Burns, Mrs. J. I>. Hill and ]^Irs. Eloise Smout, to 
find a place and start a Sunday-school, with an eye to found- 
ing a second church in San Jose. Xot succeeding in their 
•search, Mrs. Smout opened her own 'home to the Sunday- 
school, and went from house to house asking for children with 
wliom to organize it. Only twelve were present at the first 
session, but the number grew constantly. In the spring of 
188? the school was held at the residence of Mrs. G. P. 
bloody, on the corner of ^larket and William streets. 

In March, 1884, a lot was purchased on the corner of Reed 
aixl Second -streets for the use of the future church. Mrs. J. 
1>. Hill acted as the first superintendent, but resigned in 1883, 
in order to give her whole attention to the primary class, 
which she had taught from the beginning. Professor J. M. 
Allen of the State Normal School, was elected in her place. 
In October, 1884, he resigned, and Mr. l^eatty, the pastor, 
acted as superintendent as well as teacher of the Bible class. 
Mllus S. Gav 'Succeeded him. 

In 1883 Mrs. Kate Leffler called the attention of Mrs. L. 
M. McColl to the needs of this enterprise, and Mrs. McColl 
rode through that part of the city to inspect it. Mrs. Leffler 
repeated her representation in July, 1884. The letter reached 
her just after the death of her youngest daughter, Centella 
Grace. In reply sfh-e said, 'T feel inclined to erect such a monu- 
ment to my darling." In view of this, the next conference ap- 
pointed a pastor, and made an appropriation of $200 toward 
his support. The church was organized by Mr. Beatty, No- 
vember 2. 1884, with six members. The first quarterly con- 
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fcrence was held January 3*, 1885. The followmg were the 
members: Ministers — G. W. Beatty, John B. Hill and G. B. 
Bowman. Stewards — ^John D. Shafter, Matilda R.' Hill and 
Susan G. Shafter. The offer of Mrs. McColl was formally 
made to this body, and gratefully accepted, the church then 
and there deciding upon the name of Centella. Samuel A. 
Wilson and wife at the same time presented a communion set 
as a memorial of their deceased son, H. Piatt Wilson. A 
beautiful baptismal font was ako given by J. B. Hill and wife 
in memory of their deceased son, Owen — "Connie" — Hill. 
July 22, 1885, just one year after the death of Centella, ground 
was broken for the new chapel. The first service was held in 
it on Sabl)ath, the 25th of July, the nearest Sunday to the 
date of the dear little child's death, for whose memory it was 
buili. This Sabbath has taken the name of "Centella Day." 
and is yearly observed by the church. A marble bust of Cen- 
tclki was presented to the Sunday-school that day. A niche 
in the brick wall had been carefully made to receive it. A 
sweet-toned i)ipe organ was also placed in the chapel. 
Al)()ut $1,900 was collected by the Church, and the ])alance. 
$'0,182.93, was the gift of Mrs. McColl. It was dedicated 
b,y l>ishop Fowler, free of debt, August 8, 1886. In 1887, S. 
G. Gale was appointed pastor. In 1890, C. \'. Anthony. In 
i8(;2, J. H. Wythe, Jr. In 1893, ^^- ^^- Briggs. In i8(X), F. 
A'. Fisher. \\\ 1897, M. D. lUick. Members, 263; proba- 
tioners, 10; one local preacher; scholars in Sunday-school, 
244: a churcli, valued at $12,000; paid pastor $1,000; presid- 
\w\\ elder, $75; bishops, $25; raised for missions, $140. 

Florin is near Sacramento. It was supplied this year by 
AlJKTt Warren. In 1885, T. R. lUartley. In 1887,' W. A- 
jolms. In 1890, R. Rodda. In 1892, W. J. P,eters. In i8()V 
C. V. McXeill. In 1895, H. W. wSheldon. In 1897, J- ^- ^Vat- 
soii. Members, 70; probationers, 3; Sunday-school scholars. 
156; 3 churches, valued at $4,200; one parsonage, valued at 
Sooo;'])ai(l pastor, $684; ])resi(ling elder, $58; bishops, S8; 
n.ised for missions, S57. 

W^x\ loncs and Scott X'allcy was a charge served this year 
1)\ (1. R. Stanley. The la-st named place is one of the old 
churches of the conference ; as it a])])ears. Fort Jones grew t>ut 
of il. In 1SS6 it was called h'ort Jones, and R. Rodda was in 
c-JKi^-ge. In iSijo, W. I. Feters. In i8(;2. H. !>. Sheldon. In 
iS(j3. W. \\. Miller. In \^i)\. O. i\. llughson. In i8i/>, C. K. 
W :ini:ng. In iS(j7, su])plie(l by j. W. Pendleton, assisted by 
II. C. Richardson. Members, 100; ])robationers, 4; Sunday- 
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school scholars, 260; 3 churches, valued at $4,000; one par- 
sonage, valued at $1,200; paid pastor, $865; presiding elder, 
$65: bishops, $6; raised for missions, $15. , 

Penryn was a charge this year with X. R. Peck pastor. 
In 1887 it was an appendage of Newcastle, with T. B. Hop- 
kins in charge. In 1888 it was Penryn and Rocklin, with J. 
E Wright in charge. In 1889 it was an appendage of Rose- 
ville, W. J. Peters in charge. It so remained until 1891, when 
it was alone, with S. E. Crowe in charge. In 1892 it was left 
to be supplied. In 1893 it was supplied by Samuel Lord. 
In 1896 it was Ophir and Penryn, with T. Leak in charge. 
In 1897 ^t was alone, and left to be suppHed. 

Note. — After the forms were made up it was discovered 
that the writer had overlooked the name of C. A. Holmes in 
the list of transfers to the conference of 1883. Dr. Holmes 
was an especial transfer, and stationed at First Church, Oak- 
land. He was a man of rich endowments, but too far advanc- 
ed in life to warrant a change in conference relations. The 
election of a presiding elder to a General Conference ofhce 
opened the way for him to be appointed to district work in his 
old conference, the Pittsburg, and he left us in the summer of 
1884. 



CHAPTER XL. 



1885. 



The Thirty-Third Conference. 

It met in Stockton September 3(1, and adjourned on the 
5 til. This was the shortest session ever held. Bishop Fowler 
pro'.-ided, and Dr. Urmy W2S secretary. The bishop read the 
appointments out on Sunday evening after service, and, by 
previous vote of the body, the conference stood adjourned. 
Sven A. Elming and Charles E. Pettis were ordained deacons, 
anfl C. H. Darling elder, under local preacher's rule. C. H. 
Gordner was trraisferred to the conference long enough to be 
elected deacon, and immediately was transferred back to the 
Central Xew York. John De Lamater was transferred long 
ei.(>ugh to make him effective, and w'as then transferred back 
to tlie Colorado Conference. These are samples of the elas- 
tic! t}- and convenience of Methodism. The credentials of W. 
S. liryant were returned to him. 

Statistics. Members of conference 146, probationers 8, 
nieml)ers at large 9,399, probationers 936, local preachers 1 14, 
Smulay-schools J 92, officers and teachers 2,047, scholars 
16.034, churches 157, probable value $681,650, parsonages 88, 
prol^able value $86,241, collected for conference claimants 
$2,453, ^^^ missions — frorii churches $3,837, from Sunday- 
scliools $1,147, ^i"^^iii Woman's Missionary Society $249, for 
Woman's Home Missionary Society $64, for Church Exten- 
sj.'U $509, for Sunday-school L'nion $164, for Tract Society 
$151 for Freedmen's Aid ^S2J, for Education $492, for Bible 
Society $315, received from the Missionary Society for use in 
the conference $3,500 for English work, $2,800 for German, 
$7uo for Norwegian and Danish, $2,900 for Swedish, $500 for 
Portuguese, $9,000 for Chinese. 

\V. R. Gober was this year appointed to the Sacramento 
Dstrict. This constituted the only change in the district 
work. There were 127 pastoral charges. ^ 

The transfers were as follows: Otto Anderson from the 
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Northwest Swedish, who located in 1887. F. D. Rovard, of 
whom we have had a ghmpse before, and who is still a 
power to be reckoned with. L. L. Rogers who was here before, 
Inn w^ho did not come now, and who was transferred to the 
"Southern California Conference the next year. H. H. Hall, 
who came from the Southern Conference, and before that from 
the Michigan, which body he joined in 1868, and was ap- 
pointed chaplain to the army in 1888, and w^ho w^as last known 
as l)eing on duty to the same office in Oklahoma. 

J. B. Chynoweth was licensed to preach w^hen only sixteen 
years, of age. This occurred in Ontario County^, Michigan. 
In 1874 he took an ai)pointment under the presiding elder, 
and the next year he joined the Wyoming Conference. While 
p;iHtor in Barton, Tioga County, New York, he secured nearly 
$40,000 for missions, and $2,500 for Conference Claimants. 
He labored seyeral years in Montana, whence he came to Cali- 
fornia. Mr. Chynoweth is a man of great originality and force 
of character. 

O. Gunderson w?s a transfer from the Northwest Swedish 
Conference. He joined the Central Illinois Conference m 
1866. In 1888 he located. Morris K. Hackman w^as a trans- 
fer from the Oregon Conference. He w^as a probationer at 
the time, and was received into full connection here in 1886. 
In 1887 he entered Drew Theological School, and in 1888 was 
transferred to the Minnesota Conference. F. J. Masters was 
received at this time on his credentials from the Weslevan 
Conference. An account of him will be found elsewhere. 
Henrv Cox was received on bis certificate of location, and im- 
mcdiatelv transferred to the Southern Conference. A. C. Dun- 
can was received on his credentials from the Congregational 
■church. He is a good man and useful in the work. 

Two were received on trial. William J. Peters was received 
into full connection in 1887, and has been doing good service 
since. 

Charles Edward Pettis was born in Somerset, Mass., Feb- 
ruary 12, 1854. He was educated in the public schools of his 
native State, in Providence Seminary, and under private 
tutors. He wa-s clearly converted when thirteen years of age, 
licensed .to preach when twenty-three, came to California in 
1873, married Miss Emily Hoffman in 1876, served under 
the elder on several charges, and in 1885 w^as received on trial. 
Church property has been improved, debts have been paid, 
and best of all, souls have been saved along the line of his 
labors. 

Valley Springs and West Point was a charge thi-s year 
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supplied by F. E. McCallum. Valley Springs was the ter- 
minus of the narrow gauge railroad going into the mountains 
from a place near Woodbridge. Services were held in a hall 
provided by Mr. Johnson, an excellent layman of the Church. 
A few years later they purchased a hall from a neighboring 
station, moved it to the village of Valley Springs, fitted it up 
neatly, and it is the church now in use. In 1886 the charge 
was supplied by S. Belknap. In 1887, I- J- Ross. In 1888, 
A\'est Point was made a separate charge, and Valley Springs 
was served by W. E. Miller. In 1889, J. L. Burchard. In 
1891, W. Burchett. In 1892 it was Valley Springs and Cle- 
ments, Burchett still in charge. In 1893 it was left off the Hst 
but no doubt was a part of a work bearing another name. 

Newcastle and Ophir appear with J. S. Fisher in charge. 
He reported 35 communicants, 85 scholars in Sunday-school, 
and two churches, valued at $1,000. In 1886, M. K. Hack- 
man. In 1887 it was Newcastle and Penryn Circuit, with T. 
H. Hopkins in charge. In 1888 it was Newcastle and Ophir, 
with J. S. Fisher in charge. In 1889, J- T. Murrish. In 1890, 
it was supplied by S. L. Hamilton. In 1891 it was alone, with 
S. H. Rihoads in charge. In 1892, E. A. Wible. In 1895, G. 
H. Van Vliet. In 1896, G. M. Richmond. His pastorate con- 
cludes our period. Members, 30 ; probationers, 7 ; Sunday- 
school scholars, 85 ; a church, valued at $4,000; a parsonage, 
valued at $1,000: paid pastor, $756: presiding elder, $64: 
bishops, $3 ; raised for missions, $25. 



CHAPTER XLI. 



1886. 



The Thirty-Fourth Conference. 

This was the beginning of the long series of conferences, 
that have been held continuously in Pacific Grove. The ses-- 
sion began September ist, and closed the 6th. Bislnop Warren 
pres^ided and Urmy was secretary. Nothing of especial in- 
terest occurred. The conference was unusually harmonious, . 
which is saying much. . E. P. Dennett and John M. Spangler 
were ordained deacons and J. A. Callen an elder under local 
preacher's rule. A dividend of $228 from the Book Concern 
for Conference Claimants was received, which, with the usual 
amount from the Chartered Fund, helped to make up the de- 
ficiency of collections for this cause as compared with last 
year. The Church sadly needed the inspiration of our friend 
Buffington, whose health prevented his active participation in 
tlii$ work. The amount distributed was less than ihalf the • 
just claims of those in need. 

Statistics. Members of conference, 155; probationers, 8;. 
members of churches, 9,653 ; probationers, 1,053 y local preach- 
ers, 108; Sunday-schools, 19!; officers and teachers^ 2,043;. 
scholars, 15,945; collected for Conference Claimants, $2,289; 
for missions — from churches, $4,744; from Sunday-schools, 
$1,396. The funds of the Woman's Missionary Society was 
not reported separately this year, nor at aay time after. For 
Woman's Home Missions, $35; for Church. Extension, $851 ; 
for Sunday-school Union, $212; Tract Society, $198; for 
Fieedmen's Aid, $319; for Education, $651 ; for Bible Soci- 
etv, $254. Appropriated from the Missionary Society to the^ 
conference; for the EngHsh work, $3,350; German, $2,800; 
Swedish, $2,000; Norwegian and Danish, $800; Chinese, $7,- 
500 ; Japanese Mission, $3,500. 

R. Bentley was sent this year on to the Stockton District. 
This was the only change in district work. There, were 131^ 
pastoral charges. 

(405) 



406 FIFTY YEARS OF METHODISM. 

The transfers were as follows: Alfred Higbie came home 
from the Southern California Conference. 

S. G. Gale was a transfer from the Minnesota Conference. 
He joined the New York Conference in i860. He is one of 
our 'successiful men. 

F. L. Tuttle was a tran3fer from the Northwest Kansas 
Conference. He joined the Minnesota Conference in 1876. 
Poor health has much impeded his usefulness. Much of the 
time he has held a non-effective relation. M. C. Harris will 
be considered in connection with the work among the Japa- 
nese. 

John Kirby came into the conference on his credentials 
from the Congregational Church. He is a native of England. 
and was originally a Wesleyan minister. Coming to America, 
he joined the South Kansas Conference in 1874. Pursuit of 
health l)rought him to California in the early eighties, and be- 
ing misinformed as to the probability of getting work, he 
supplied a Congregational Church in Stockton for a time ; 
llien l)eing asked to become their pastor, he consented, and 
returned his parchments to his conference in Kansas.. He 
was never anything but a Methodist, and in 1886 concluded 
to return to that Church. He has done valuable work among 
ivs as pastor and presiding elder. 

Three probationers were received — ^J. P. Sandholt, Ed- 
ward P. Dennett and Frank E. McCallum. Sandholt was a 
Swede and engaged in the Swedish work. He w^as continued 
on trial, according to the Minutes, until after 1888, but no 
mention was made of him in 1889. 

E. P. Dennett is one of our own California productions. 
If not ])orn in the State, all his early formative' life was spent 
here. He is a son of Dr. Dennett, and from childhood accus- 
tomed to the, life of a Methodist preacher. He is an alunjnus 
of the University of the Pacific, and also of Drew Theological 
School. His ministry has been an unusual success. 

Frank E. ^IcCallum was of Scottish blood, but a native of 
Canada. He was a member of an annual conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in his own country, and in the 
second class of deacons. He graduated from Scio College in 
1X86. He was a man of much ability, but possessed peculiar- 
ities which hindered his efficiency. He died a member of our 
conference in 1893. It is probable that he was insane at the 
time. 

One appointment this year deserves more attention than 
our space will warrant, as does also the man who has been in 
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principal charge of it from the first of its being called a mis- 
sion, a man who ha^s won a recognition from the Emperor of 
Japan, rarely given to foreigners, and only given in this case 
as a testimonial of grateful appreciation of kindly services 
rendered this people. Our work among the Japanese began 
before this time, but it was only this year that it became a 
separate appointment. In 1877, while Dr. Gibson was in 
charge, three Japanese youth sought help in learning the Eng- 
lish language by attending the Chinese Mission in San Fran- 
cisco. Thev learned the way to Christ before the end of the- 
year, and were baptized by Dr. Gibson. K. Miyama was one 
of them, whose history is given elsewhere. Under his labors 
the work rapidly spread among his countrymen, whose in- 
crease in numbers and ready acceptance of the gospel led 
J>ishop Warren in 1886 to transfer M. C. Harris from the 
Japan Conference and place him at the head of the movement. 
As events have indicated, no better choice could have been 
made. Merriman Cathbert Harris was born in Heallsville, 
Ohio, July 9, 1846. His parents were Baptists, but when in 
need of Church privileges and no Church of their choice was 
nigh, they did the sensible thing of uniting with another, 
which in this case was the Methodist Church. Dr. Harris 
was converted at the age of thirteen. He is a graduate of Al- 
leghany College of 1873. In 1869 he united with the Pittsburg 
Conference and in the next year went to Japan as a mission- 
ary. His return from that field was made neces-sary by the 
poor health of his wife. He came just in time to take charge 
of this work. 

The year 1887 was marked by the introduction of Chris- 
tianity among the Japanese of the Hawaiian Islands. The 
Japanese of San Francisco, learning that thousands of their 
countrymen were going to that land, raised enough money 
among themselves to pay for a steerage passage for Miyama 
to Honolulu. He went in October, 1887, and returned in 
December of the same year. His report led to his appointment 
by Bishop Fowler to take charge of the work he had already 
begun. His regular ministry began there in March, 1888, and 
was of a most remarkable character. Taro Ando, the head 
of the Japanese embassy to the kingdom of Hawaii, was con- 
verted, and all his family, his secretaries aiid servants, indeed, 
everybody about the premises. He was baptized by Miyama 
in July following, when Dr. Harris regularly organized our 
Church in Honolulu. Services were held in the old church- 
built more than thirty years before under the labors of Mr. 
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Turner. Though private property, the use of it was freely 
given by Mr. Waterhouse, whose father had given the ground 
on which it stood, and who had contributed largely to the cost 
of building it. In 1890 A. X. Fisher wa-s appointed presiding 
• elder of a Honolulu District, having nine appointments scat- 
tered over the islands, three of them being on the island of 
Oahu, where Honolulu is located. At the end of a little more 
than one year the work was made over to the Congregational- 
ists, and Dr. Fisher returned. But some would not surrender, 
and a Methodist organization was kept up, at least in Hono- 
lulu. In 1893 ^^ Japanese di-strict was formed, with Dr. Har- 
ris as ])residing elder. 

Honolulu was an appointment in this district, with two men 
in charge. The year 1893-4 was a period of wonderful pros- 
l)crity to the mission in California. The report of the presid- 
ing^ older says : "Literally hundreds and thousands were hope- 
fully converted. Tlioui^h scattered over a vast territory, awav 
from i^.'Kstors and teachers, they learned to say, *The Lord is 
my She])her(l, I shall not want.' With Xew Testament and 
hynm book, they led a sim])le life of trust in the Son of God." 
Tlic mission in San P'rancisco had its headquarters in the 
U'Clure and class rooms of Central Church. Some time about 
i8()4 the new and excellent mi-ssion house on Pine street w.^s 
erected and is now in use. In 1897 ^^^^ Japanese District had 
t«.n aj)poinlmcnts. inchiding one English Church in Honolulu. 
The statistics here given are. however, exclusive of that 
Church. Members. 451) ; ]>robationers, 227: local preachers. 
(>: scholars in Sunday-school, 408: churches, 2: probable 
v:iluc. SJ5.400; paid on salaries of pastors, $1,208: rased for 
missions. $3(^1 . There were tive Japanese members of con- 
frrcncc. 



CHAPTER XLII. 

1887. 
The Thirty-Fifth Conference. 

Bishop Walden presided at this Pacific Grove Conference, . 
and opened the session on the 31st of August. It adjourned 
on the Sth of September. Bishop Fowler was present during 
much of the session. W. S. Urmy was secretary. The usual 
$30 from the Chartered Fund, and $286 from the Book Con- 
cern, helped the support of Conference Claimants this year. 
The election of four delegates to the General Conference was 
])erniitted for the first time. Robert Bentley was elected on 
ihe first ballot. E. R. Dille and W. S. Urmv were elected on 
the second, and A. J. Xelson on the sixth. W. R. Gober, J. 
X. Martin and J. D. Hammond were elected reserve delegates. . 

The Lay Electoral Conference met September 2d, one hun- 
dred and three delegates being present, twenty-two of whom 
were women. Justus Greeley of Marysville was elected presi- 
dent, C. F. McNeill of Grass V^allev 'secretary, and A. J. TifT- 
any of Nevada assistant secretary. At the very beginning of . 
the session they adopted a memorial to the General Confer- 
ence, asking, in a decidedly spicy manner, that the use of to- 
bacco might be an effectual barrier to the consecration of any 
man to the office of [Hshop. The tone of this proceeding in- 
dicates that something had stirred them up. The delegates to-, 
the General Conference elected were. Chancellor Hartson of 
Napa, and James A. Clayton of San Jose. James W. Whiting ■ 
of San Francisco and Peter Bohl of Sacramento were elected 
Alternates. Resolutions were passed asking for equal repre- 
sentation in the General Conference, for a representative in 
the annual conference from each charge, condemning in un- 
measured terms the liquor traffic, and the violation of the Sab- 
bath, deprecating any change in our itinerant system, or any 
extension of the time limit. They endorsed the California Ad- 
vocate and its editor. Dr. Crary, and the work of the American 
Bible Society. The only points creating discussion on these- 
subjects was that on equal representation in the General Con- 
ierence, and representation in the annual conference. These 
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were debated long and earnestly. About three-fourths voted 
for the first-UHmed resolution, and about two-thirds for the 
second. 

Statistics. — Members of conference 167, probationers 5, 
members of Churches 9,922, probationers 1,190, local preach- 
ers 121, Sunday-schools 190, officers and teachers 2,157, 
scholars 16486, conversions 657, churches 164, probable vafue 
$863,580, parsonages 91, probable value $95,200, collected for 
Conference Claimants $2,845, ^^r missions, from churches $5.- 
805, from Sunday-schools $2,001, for Church Extension $1,- 
412, for Sund^^y School Union $266, for Tract Society $212, 
for Freedmen's Aid $486, for Education $737, for Bible Soci- 
ety $505. for Women's Home Missions $46. 

F. J). Bovard was placed on the San Francisco District. M. 
D. Buck on the Petaluma, and L. Kroeck on the German. 
These were the only district changes. There were 139 pastoral 
charges. 

1). W. Calfee came from the Colorado Conference. He 
had joined the Missouri and Kansas Conference in 1867. He 
once said in a social meeting that he had always been on the 
frontier. From all the writer knows, he has been a blessinsr 
to the frontier. 

S. J. C.rroll came from the Arkansas Conference. Or. 
Carroll joined the New England Southern Conference in 1871. 
He is making a fine record. 

A. C. Hirst came from the Cincinnati Conference. A man 
of high standing before he came, he sustained his character 
while here as a scholar and orator. After a few years in the 
University of the Pacific ?'S its president, and one p?storr^te of 
four year J in Simpson Memorial Church, he was transferred 
to the Rock River Conference, and has been laboring since in 
Chicago. 

Richard Harcourt came from the Newark Conference. He 
was a special transfer to the Howard Street Church: he never 
served any other in the conference. He was a brilliant man. pos- 
sessed of unusual gifts. Among these was one of decidedly 
dangeroi.vi character, one that injures more men than it helps 
— the gift of humor. He was sensational beyond any other 
Methodist ])rcacher t*l:at ever lal)ored on the Coast. In i8i>o 
Ik was transferred to the lialtimore Conference. 

\\ \\ Hamilton came from the Ohio Conference. He 
joined the Missouri Conference in 1868. He was made su- 
pernunKTary in 1888. and superannuate in 1892. In 1897 he 
was living- in Sutter Citv. 
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Westwood W. Case was a transfer from the Detroit: Con- 
ference. He cit first belonged to the Erie, which body he 
joined in 1861. The writer once heard him say that he was. 
converted in Dunkirk, New York, when nineteen years of age. 
He was at the time teaching school in that city. He be- 
longed to a family of school teachers. His work in this con- 
ference has been of the first efficiency in every respect. 

E. D. McCreary was from the Des Moines Conference 
here, but at first he was a member of the Erie Conference, be- 
ginning his work there in 1867. His ability and successes place- 
him in the front rank of Christian ministers. 

Thomas E. Sisson came from the Kansas Conference for 
work in Nevada. He remained in that field until 1892, when- 
he was stationed within the limits of our conference. In 1893 
he went to the Iliff School of Theology as a scholar. In 1895. 
he was transferred to the Colorado Conference. 

F. Bonn came home from the Oregon Conference, where 
he h-^d been at work for a brief season among the Germans. 

S. D. Simonds was admitted on his certificate of location, 
at this time. 

Daniel M. Birmingham was admitted on his certificate of 
location. He joined the New Hampshire Conference in 1864. 
He continued in the pastorate, and in teaching, until 1896, 
when he was appointed a professor in the Central Tennessee 
College. In 1897 his address was 253 Broadway, New York. 

Two were received on trial. Doremus A. Haves was a 
graduate of the Boston University, both in the college- of arts, 
and in the School of Theology. In 1895 he became a pro- 
fessor in the Iliflf School of Theology in Denver, and the 
next year he became a professor in the Garrett Biblical In- 
stitute, which position he holds at this time. He remains a 
member of this conference, and would be gladly welcomed 
back to work in this field. 

Luther P. Walker was born in Kansas, December 1 1, 1862. 
He was left an orphan at the age of twelve, having to work 
liis own way in Hfe thereafter. He came to California in 1874,. 
was converted in November, 1880, joined the United Brethren,, 
attended their college in Woodbridge for three years, united 
with the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1886, attended the- 
University of the Pacific for a time, joined the conference in 
1887 on a recommendation from Centella Church. October- 
30th of the same year he married Miss Angie Simmons. He 
has been doing faithful work since he joined the conference. 

Two were received from other Churches. James Croas- 
man came from the Evangelical Association. He was in*. 
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the Nevada field of work until he became a supernumerary in 
1890, when he settled in Sacramento. 

James T. Murrish came from the Church South. He has 
been doing good service, and is recognized as a man of ability 
and learning. 

West End, in Alameda, was overlooked in the last chapter. 
In 1886 it Wc'S set off as a separate charge, with Temescal at- 
tached. Dr. Bentley was the prime mover in planting a sec- 
ond charge in the beautiful city of Alameda. Mr. Bryan, a 
Baptist, also took a leading part in the enterprise. He gave 
the land on which the church was built. A church was ded- 
icated here in 1886, and at the conference following, A. S. 
Gibbons was appointed pastor. He remained three years, but 
the third year Temescal was left off the appointment. In 
1889, E. P. Dennett. In 1891, C. S. Haswell. In 1892, J. J. 
M?rtin. He remained four years, but the second year of his 
pastorate the church took the name of Santa Clara Avenue 
Church. In 1896, C. E. Rich. He was pastor after the end 
of our period. In 1897, niembers 46, probationers 5, Sunday- 
school scholars 186, a church valued at $4,000, a parsonage 
valued rt $2,500, paid p?stor $1,000, presiding elder $40, bish- 
ops $3, raised for missions $22. 

Soulsl)yville is a mining village about seven miles above 
Sonora. For several ye?rs previously to this date it had been 
an important part of the Sonora charge. Indeed, if it had not 
been for thi-s place Sonora could not have sustained sers'ices 
at all. The first class was formed in 1862, through t::e in- 
strumetnality of Richard Inch. It now became a separate 
charge, supplied by W. S. Withrow. In 1888, \V. C. Robins, 
ir 1889 it was again with Sonora. In 1890 it was alone with 
J Jeffrey in ch- rge. In 1892, G. (). Ash. In 1893 it was sup- 
plied by A. S. Rotters. In 1894, W. Burchett. In 1896, ( ). 
M. Hester. In 1897, S. C. Elliott. Members 30, one local 
preacher, scholars in Sunday-school 65, a church valued at 
^/62, a parsonage valued at $874, paid pa-stor $600, presiding 
elder $40, ])ishops $4, raised for missions $33. A model state 
of finances. Mr. and Mrs. Barron are le:!ding spirits in this 
little, l)ut healthy c'luirch. 

Cottonwood was the destination of L. P. Walker. He 
went there. He received $2x6 for his year's work. He had 
two Sunday-schools with an aggregate of 50 scholars, then 
Cottonwood was left off the list of appointments. It is by no 
nn^'ns certain that this w?s ])roper destiny. 

Po])e X'alley was supplied ])y \\\ E. Read. In 1888 it was 
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left to be supplied, and then dropped from the list until 1895, 
when it was in charge of J. Appleton. In 1896 it was supplied 
by B. ^B. Conner, who was returned in 1897. Mem'bers 44, 
probationers 1 1 , one local preacher, paid pastor $350, presid- 
ing elder $27, bishops $1, raised for missions $18. 

If the memory of the writer serves him correctly, it wa 
during tfiis year that a society of Christian Endeavor was; or 
ganized in Grace Church, San Francisco. This was the firs 
of the kind in the limits of our conference *'The 
Model Constitution" was greatly changed. so as to 
adapt the society to the economy of our Church. 
Soon afierward the society was introduced into 
Central Church in the same city, and then in Oakland, 
Santa Cruz and other places. The founding of the Epworth 
league a year or two later led to the substitution of that or- 
ganization for the Christian Endeavor in most churches where 
the latter had existed. The writer had not the data nor the 
space to write up this very important movement as it ought to 
be done. An event so recent will lose nothing by waiting 
a while for a historian. 



CHAPTER XLIII. 

1888. 
The Thirty-Sixth Conference. 

Pacific Grove the place of meeting, September 5th the 
time of opening, the 10th the day of closing. Bishop Bow- 
man the presiding officer, W. S. Urmy the secretary. W. A. 
Spencer was present to represent the Church Extension 
work, and in his last speech succeeded in taking a collection 
that amounted to $394 for this cause. We received $30 from 
the Chartered Fund, and $402 from the Book Concern, for our 
Conference Claimants. Theodore F. Brink was ordained dea- 
con under missionary rule, Andrew J. Bell, and John T. \'ine- 
y?r(l were ordained deacons under local preacher's rule. 

This ye:?r marks a movement upon the part of the laymen 
of very great interest, and no small advantage. The Lay As- 
sociation of the California Annual Conference was organized. 
It had been suggested one year before by Rolla V. Watt of 
San P^rancisco. The attention of the Lav Electoral Confer- 
cnce had l)y him been called to the subject, and as a conse- 
quence a convention, made up of delegates from the various 
cliurches, selected according to membership, so that every 
church should have at least one delegate, met on th 6th of 
September, and were called to order by P. Bohl of Sacra- 
mento. The following officers were elected: President, J. W. 
Whiting of San Francisco; vice presidents, J, M. lUifFington 
of ( )aklan(l, P. liohl of Sacramento, and Mrs. S. E. Coe of 
Xa])a ; secret :ry, W. F. Gibson of San Francisco: assistant 
secretary, Chauncy (laines of Berkeley; corresponding sec- 
retary. C. A. Maydwell of Sacramento. 

Many valuable papers were read, and much discussion 
held on vital (piestions of the Church and the hour. They re- 
(|uested the annual conference to have the names of all super- 
intendents published in the minutes, and as far as possible the 
names of all district stewards — a thing that ought to be done. 
At this ssssion there were 81 churches represented by 131 
delegates. From the first, the most cordial and pleasant rela- 
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tions have prevailed between this association and the CaHfor- 
nia Conference. We shall notice its work vear bv year. 

Statistics. — Members of conference 166, probationers 16. 
In the churches: members 10,663, probationers 1,235, local 
preachers 135, Sunday-schools 207, officers and teachers 2,- 
250, scholars 17,823, conversions 622, churches 173, probable 
value $933,558, parsonages 94, probable value $1 1 1,140. Col- 
lected for Conference Claimants $3,387, for missions, from 
churches $6,684, from Sunday-schools $2,368, for Church Ex- 
tension $1,905, for Sunday-school Union $317, for Tract So- 
ciety $300, for Freedmen's Aid $582, for Education $884, for 
Bil)le Society $662, for Woman's Foreign Missionary Society 
$58. (This is the first report for this cause. It was agreed 
that while the Woman's Missionarv Society of the Pacific 
Coast existed, the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society 
should not enter the field.) For Woman's Home Missionary 
Society $188. The missionary appropriation for the benefit 
of work in the conference was $3,500 for the German, $4,500 
for the English, $2,200. for the Swedish, $7,746 for the Chi- 
nese, and $4,600 for the Japanese. 

C. H. Afllerbach was made presiding elder of the German 
District. Petaluma District was called Xapa. Xo other 
changes. There were 156 pastoral charges. 

There were four transfers this year. John R. Andrews, 
from the Xorthw^est Swedish Conference, came to labor 
among his own people. His service has been greatly blessed. 
He was received on trial in the Xorthwest Swedish Confer- 
ence in 1882. 

Carl F. Eltzholtz came from the Xorwegian and Danish 
Conference to work in connection with the mission of that 
people in California. He joined the West Wisconsin Confer- 
ence in 1867, and was transferred to the Xorth western Xor- 
wegian and Danish Conference in 1890. 

T. W. Lincoln was transferred from the Xorth Indiana 
Conference, which body he joined in 1877. In 1892 he was 
transferred to the Southern California Conference. 

C. H. Beechgood has made an excellent record as a pas- 
tor and preacher. He joined the Xorth Indiana Conference 
in 1885. 

Ten probationers were admitted this year. Archie O. Win- 
ning is a son of E. A. Winning. He was discontinued at the 
end of one year at ihis own request. Charles F. Coy was re- 
ceived into full connection in 1890, and has been doing faith- 
iul work until this time. 

Frank Kline Baker was born in x\lexandria, Pennsvlvania, 
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May 4, i866, converted at the age of sixteen, licensed to ex- 
hort at the age of eighteen, and to preach at twenty-one. He 
engaged in work for the Church at once, being especially suc- 
cessful among the young people. In 1887 he married Miss 
Bessie Thomas of his and her native place. He came to Cali- 
fornia and joined the conference in 1888, was received into full 
connection in 1890, and ordained elder in 1892. After a very 
successful ministry of nine years, he was left without an ap- 
pointment in 1897, to attend the Boston School of Theology. 

Wallace E. Miller is a native of California, and had lived 
for several years in Petaluma before entering the ministry. 
He was received into full connection in 1890, ordained elder 
ill 1892, given a supernumerary relation in 1895, removed to 
Denver and became a student in the Iliflf School of Theolo- 
gy, where he graduated in 1899. 

Charles F. McNeill passed his studies with his class, did 
good work, won the love of all who knew him, and went home 
to glory all too soon for the good of the Church he ardently 
loved. He was born in Fulton, Illinois, August 15, 1853. 
When about four years old his parents brought him to Califor- 
nia. He was converted at Xortii San Juan, under the labors of 
S. H. Todd, when seventeen years of age. Removing to Grass 
\ alley, in 1876 he married Miss Elizabeth Glover, who helped 
him while living, and now laments his death'. He was "licensed 
to preach l)y the Grass X'alley Church in 1883, and in 1887 
supplied the Church at Orland. The next year he was ap- 
])ointed to the same charge as a probationer in the confer- 
ence. Among the charges he served was North San Juan, 
where he had found the Savior years before. He was asked 
for by his old friends, and for four years he was kept bv them 
in that work, 

John E. Wright had been ordained elder under missionary 
rule, and, if the writer mistakes not, was in missionary work 
for a time. His record has l)een of first rate character up to 
this time. 

Will)nr W. Tiiol3urn was a nephew of the celebrated mis- 
sionary ])ishop to India. He was a graduate of the Boston 
School of Theology, and, if the writer mistakes not. also of 
the Colleire of Li])eral Arts of the l)OSton Universitv. The 
year he was received on trial he was elected a professor in the 
rniversity of the Pacific. He resigned in 1891, and after two 
years in the ])astorate, accepted a position in the Stanford 
rniversity. In 1895 he located. A few years later he die<i. 
He was a professor in Stanford at the time of his death. He 
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w s also a valuable help to the young church in Palo Alto. 
His spirit w?s like his scholarship, of a high order. 

James Whitaker was born in Cowling, Yorkshire, Eng- 
land, December 29th, 1862. He was converted at the age of 
fifteen, and joined the United Methodist Free Connection 
Cliuroh. He was assistant class-leader and exhorter at sev- 
enteen, and a local preacher at eighteen. He graduated from 
Hulme Cliflf College, Derbyshire, England, in 1888, and at 
once came to America, entering the work in Nevada. Here 
he filled most of the important appointments, until 1896. That 
year he received the degree of Ph.D. from the Alleghany Col- 
lege, Penn., for post graduate work. That year he was also 
left without an appointment to attend one of our schools. He 
matriculated in the IHfT School of Theology, and graduated in 
1899. He was not only a first class 'Student, but a very suc- 
cessful pastor while attending school. 

J^mcs H. N. Williams was born in Nevada City, Califor- 
nia, November 21, 1866. When about four years old his par- 
ents took him to England, their native country. He was 
converted April 6, 1881. He was Hcensed to preach on the 
St. Agnes Circuit, Cornwall, July 6, 1885. He was accepted 
by the Wesleyan Methodist Conference as a candidate for the 
ministry in 1887, but came to America, and joined the Cali- 
fornia Conference in 1888. For six years he labored in the 
Nevada Mission, four of which he was secretary of the mission 
conference. In 1894 his field was changed, and since that 
time he has labored- within the bounds of the California Con- 
ference. His work has been highly 'successful everywhere. 
He married Miss Jessie B. F. Drouillard of Cedarville, Cal- 
ifornia, September 28, 1891. 

Garl)erville was this year a separate charge, supplied by 
F. J^. Walton, who was received into the conference the next 
year and reappointed. But that year Phillipsville was added. 
In 1890 both names disappear from the appointments. 

Lakeport and Kelseyville was a charge supplied this year, 
by W. G. Trudgeon. He reported 72 communicants, 38 
Sunday-school scholars, a church valued at $2,400, and a par- 
sonage valued at $200. In 1890, J. Appleton. In 1891, H. C. 
Richardson. In 1892, Kelseyville alone was named, and it 
was supplied by W. S. Bryant. In 1893, supplied by William 
Floyd. In 1894 it was not named, but appears again in 1897 as 
Kelseyville and Lower Lake, in charge of L. W. Simmons. 

West Point was taken up as an appointment by Henry 
Hicks, who supplied Oleta and other points in 1882 and the 

(N) 
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year following. A class was formed, and by the aid of the 
Church Extension Society a church was built and dedicated 
by the writer in the spring of 1886. It was that year a part of 
the Valley Springs Circuit, and F. E. McCallum was in 
charge. It remained with Valley Springs until 1888, when it 
became a separate charge, with W. P. S. Duncan its pastor. 
In 1889, L. P. Walker. In 1891, and in 1892, it was left 
to be supplied. In 1893, W. P. S. Duncan. In 1895, it was 
supplied by F. M. Willis. In 1896 it was suppHed by M. J. 
Cough. He was reappointed in 1897. Members 6, one pro- 
bationer, scholars in Sunday-school 44, a church valued at 
$1,500, a parsonage valued at $100, paid pastor $365, presid- 
ing elder $6, raised for missions $7, 

Sissons was suppHed this year by C. H. Darling. In 1889, 
T. B, Hopkin-s. In 1890, supplied by W. H. Robinson. In 
1891, D. F. Kuffel. In 1892, it was not in the list of appoint- 
ments. It appeared again in 1894 with W. H. Gleason supply- 
ing it. In 1895 the name was omitted. 

San Pablo Avenue and Temescal in Oakland w^as made 
a charge this year with G. H. McCracken pastor. A lot was 
secured on Thirty-fourth street, and the church formerly used 
b> the Swedish Church moved upon it, and thus began the his- 
tory of Thirty-fourth Street Church. In 1889, J- ^- ^ an 
Every. In 1891, E. P. Dennett. In 1893, S. Hirst. In 1894, 
G. H. Jones. In 1897, E. F. Brown. Members 76, probation- 
ers 6, one local preacher, scholars in Sunday-school 104, a 
church valued at $2,500, paid pastor $660, presiding elder 
$30, bishops $3, raised for missions $32. 

It -seems strange that there should have been two 
appointments named, respectively. East San Jose, and 
Webster Street, San Jose, even though the latter 
was left to be supplied. However, out of the two 
came one church. Bowman as it was first called, 
and Webster Street as it is now called. TIhe first name 
was given it in memory of G. B. Bowman, who took a lively 
interest in the enterprise, and by whose gift it was made 
practicable. The first report of this church, given by I. Brill, 
its pastor, gave it 42 communicants, 80 scholars in Sundav- 
school and a church valued at $4,51 1. In 1889, W. T. Mayne. 
In 1891, A. J. Nelson. In 1892, O. G. Hughson. In 1894, 
W. B. Priddy. A del3t, which had greatly embarrassed the 
society, was largely reduced during this pastorate. In 1897, 
A. J. Hanson. Alembers 50, scholars in Sunday-school 85, 
a church valued at $3,000, a parsonage valued at $1,500, paid 
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pastor $455, presiding elder $20, bishops $3, raised for mis- 
sions $11. 

Soquel was supplied this year by John Clark, a local elder. 
Services were held regularly in tjh<e early fifties. They were 
generally conducted by local preachers, and the place of meet- 
ing was a school house. The organization of a Congregation- 
al Church led to the abandonment of the place by the Meth- 
odists. C. D. Cusihman, formerly a member of conference, 
happening to reside in the place, resolved to have his own 
Church represented in Soquel. No report was made of it in 
1889, but still it was left to be supplied. It did not again ap- 
pear until 1892, when C. H. Darling supplied it. He brought 
forth results. At the end of the year he reported 59 communi- 
cants, 42 scholars in Sunday-school, and a church valued at 
$1,500. In 1893, J. E. Henderson. In 1895, supplied by 
Hugh Baker. In 1896 it was called Soquel and Valencia, and 
was supplied by Alfred J. Case. Both of thiese last named 
pastors were students in the University of the Pacific. In 
1897 it was left to be supplied. Members 39, probationers 
25, scholars in Sunday-school 30, a church valued at $2,000, 
paid pastor $140, presiding elder $5, raised for missions $5. 



CHAPTER XLIV. 
1889. 
The Thirty-Seventh Conference. 

It convened on the nth of September and closed on the 
i6th. Bishop Foster presided. Seventeen years had elapsed 
since his first visit. Dr. Urmy was -secretary. Besides our 
regular $30 from the Chartered Fund, we this year received 
$1,278 from the Book Concern. It was a thiank offering, in 
view of the hundredth anniversary^ of the founding of that 
institution. A. B. Leonard was present to represent the Mis- 
sionary Society of the Church. An unpleasant occurrence 
marred the pleasure of his visit, and greatly mortified the 
conference. Dr. Leonard's addres-ses were earnest and elo- 
quent, and were much enjoyed by all who heard him. On 
Sunday night hie animadverted on the treatment of the Chi- 
nese by Californians in no light manner. Some took umbrage, 
among them the waiters of the Hotel Carmelo, who refused to 
bring him his breakfast the next morning. The proprietor of 
the hotel had to turn waiter, or our missionary Secretary had 
been compelled to start on his journey with an empty stom- 
ach. 

The second session of the Laymen's Association convened 
on the 12th, at 3 p. m. Jame-s Williamson of Santa Cruz 
opened the meeting with prayer. The officers elected were 
Rolla V. Watt of San Francisco, president; John R. Sims of 
San Francisco, Joseph Kline of Dixon and Mrs. Dr. Hinkle of 
Oakland, vice-presidents; H. H. Camper of Chico, secretar>- : 
Elam Biggs of Grass \'alley, assistant secretary ; W. F. Crone- 
miller of Sacramento, corresponding secretary; Henry Tre- 
goning of San Jose, treasurer. A lengthy report was read by 
the committee on the State of the Church. Another commit- 
tee, appointed last year, reported on "Permanent Support of 
Superannuates." Mr. Buffinj^ton was chairman of the com- 
mittee, but though on tlie ground, was not able to be present 
at the Association. Rolla V. Watt read the report. The plan 
proposed may be seen in one sentence of the report: "What 
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we want is a fund created by the laymen, and managed by the 
laymen, the income from which must be paid to the claimants 
according to their needs." This committee was continued for 
another year. W. H. Rouse of Oakland read a paper on 
Church Libraries. C. A. Leaman on "Reminiscences of Early 
Methodism." G. S. Keys of Oakland contributed a paper on 
"What we Ought Reasonably to Expect from the Pulpit." A 
paper was re^d by Henry French of San Jose on "Our Pub- 
lishing Interests." W. F. Gibson of San Francisco read a pa- 
per on "The Future of Methodism." C. O. Burton of San 
rancisco read a paper on ''The California Christian Advocate,'' 
Chancellor Hartson of Napa made an evening address of an 
hour's length on "The Anti-Saloon Alliance." His views were 
in -substantial accord with those adopted by the "Anti-Saloon 
League" afterward organized in the East. A committee ap- 
pointed to consider what was to be done in reference to the 
Episcopal Residence, then very heavily in debt, reported in 
favor of giving it up unless the other conferences should take 
hold and do their part. A great debate arose over this sub- 
ject, which eventuated in tabHng the report, which had been 
signed by four out of the five committeemen. Then the 
proposition was made to proceed at once to raise the sum 
needed. In a short time $9,000 were subscribed, which with 
$1,000 more which Dr. Hammond undertook to raise in the 
bounds of the Southern California Conference, and which he 
did raise, paid the debt that embarrassed the property. It 
ought to be said that no men did rriore in raising this amount 
than those who signed the report that was tabled. Eighty- 
three charges were represented in this association this year, 
and there were one hundred and sixty-two delegates. 

Statistics. Members of conference 167, probationers 19, 
members of churches 11,762, probationers 1,362, local preach- 
ers 117, Sunday-'schools 190, officers and teachers 2,496, 
scholars 18,204, conversions 692, churches 171, probable value 
999,793, parsonages 92, probable value $125,222, collected for 
Conference Claimants $3,942, for missions, from Churches 
$6,768, from Sunday-schools $3,173, for Church Extension 
$2,221, for Sunday-school Union $318, for Tract Society $273, 
for Freedmen's Aid $636, for Education $748, for Bible Soci- 
ety $642, for Woman's Foreign Missions $39, for Woman's 
Home Missions $387. The conference received from the Mis- 
sionary Society $4,500 for English work, $1,870 for Swedish, 
$1,000^ for Norwegian and Danish, $7,500 for Chinese, and 
$5,545 for Japanese. 
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W. S. Urmy was placed on the Napa District. A German 
Mission Conference was this year formed. Not counting the 
German Churches, there were 144 pastoral charges. 

The transfers this vear were as follows: W. C. Sawver 
from the Wisconsin Conference, W. H. Scott from the South- 
ern Illinois, J. N. Van Every from the North Dakota, James 
Blackledge from the Southern California, F. U. Liljigren from 
the Northwest Swedish. We have no information concern- 
ing any of these, and can only append a few brief notes. 

W. C. Sawyer joined the New England Conference in 
1865. He did good service in the University until 1895, when 
he resigned and entered the Boys' School in Belmont. He 
remained there until 1888, when he took a supernumerary 
relation. He resides at Berkeley. W. H. Scott joined the 
Southern Illinois Conference in 1874, and was at the time of 
his transfer, and is yet, a chaplain in the army. -J. A. Van 
Every joined the Missouri Conference in 1870. He withdrew 
from the conference in 1891. He is a local elder now living 
in Oakland. 

James Blackledge joined the Philadelphia Conference in 
1877. After two years in the pastorate here, he became a pro- 
fessor in the Tamalpais Acadamy. In 1895 he was professor 
in the Berkeley Gymnasium. In 1896 he was principal of the 
Peralta Acadamy, and in 1897 he was made supernumerary. 
F. U. Liljigren came to work among the Swedes. He con- 
tinued in that work until 1895, when he was transferred to the 
Colorado Conference. 

Two were admitted on certificate of location. Joel M. 
Clark joined the West Kansas Conference in 1885. He was 
made supernumerary in the California Conference in 1891, 
and in 1896 he was located at his own request. 

H. C. Langley was born in Greene County, Ohio, August 
25, 1844. He yielded to the first convictions he felt as to his 
duty to serve God. He united with the Church at the age of 
fourteen. After attending a seminary and a normal school, 
he engaged in teaching. While principal of a grammar 
school he was licensed to preach in 1869. In the spring of the 
next year he united with the Missouri Conference. He came 
to California in 1883 on account of ibis wife's health. He 
supplied charges for a time before joining the conference. He 
is still usefully at work. 

Eight were received on trial. W. P. Grant, Frank R. 
Walton, and Hugh Copeland have been received into full 
connection, and are doing excellent work. 
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Samuel Hirst was received into full connection in 1891. 
In 1894 he took a supernumerary relation, and in 1896 he lo- 
cated. He is now a local elder residing in Vallejo. 

Nelson F. Bird w^as born January 27, 1862, in Ontario, 
Canada. He was religious and strictly moral from childhood, 
but made his more perfect consecration to God in his twen- 
tieth year. For a time he worked with the Salvation Army, 
but exposure and hard service brought on disease, and he had 
to desist. Getting strength again, he went to school, supplied 
work in the Church, and w^as for a time Secretarv of the Y. M. 
C. A. in Sacramento. Joining the conference in 1889, he did 
not Hve to -serve out one year of his probation. He died May 
29th, 1890. 

Henry C. Richardson was left without an appointment to 
attend one of our schools. He has spent several years gettmg 
an education, and 'hias not yet been received into full con- 
nection. 

Henry ?>. Roller was a German, and entered the German 
work, which was then under the control of a Mission Con- 
ference. He became a member of the German Annual Con- 
ference at its formation in 1891. 

Tetsujiro Hasegawa was a Japanese. He spent some years 
in Eastern schools, and was transferred to the Japan Confer- 
ence as a probationer in 1894. 

Among the names continued on trial this year is that of 
James E. ]^)ailey. As it was not in the list of names in the 
^^disciplinary questions" of 1888 it was overlooked. Mr. 
Bailey was received into full connection in 1890, continued 
in the work until 1896, w^hen he withdrew. 

Fortuna on the Napa District was supplied by Colin An- 
derson. He reported 36 communicants, and a church valued 
at $1,800. It was then left off the list until 1896, when it is 
found with F. \V. Loyd in charge. In 1897, H. A. Atkinson. 
Members 42, probationers 5^ Sunday-school scholars too, a 
church valued at $1,500, paid pastor $386, presiding elder $38, 
bishops $2, raided for missions $18. 

Nevarro Ridge and Greenwood was this year a separate 
charge with J. M. Clark its pastor. He reported 18 communi- 
cants, 40 Sunday-school scholars, and a church valued at 
$1,200. In 1891 it was Nevarro Ridge and Philo, left to be 
supplied. In 1892 it was supplied by Colin Anderson. In 1893 
it was Nevarro Ridge and Ft. Bragg, left to be supplied. This 
was itrs last appearance. 

In 1876 a camp ground, which had formerly been in use 
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by the Green Valley Church, situated on the lands of Henry 
Marshall, was exchanged for one in the redwoods near 
Guerneville. Here for many years a camp-meeting was held 
each summer. The writer remembers having enjoyed one of 
these feasts in the summer of 1882. He slept for nearly a 
week each night in the second story of a hollow redwood 
tree. There was a room on the ground floor, and his room 
was above it, reached by a stairway winding around the tree. 
He had plenty of room, and could receive company, if not 
more than four or five at a time. Just when the first society 
was organized in the village is not known, but it was some 
time previous to the year we are now considering. J. A. Van 
Auken, a local preacher, was placed in oharge. He reported 
21 communicants, 150 scholars in Sunday-school, and a 
church valued at $500. In 1890 it was not mentioned. In 
1891, H. B. Sheldon. In 1892, J. E. Bailey .In 1894, supplied 
by Owen E. Hotle. In 1895, suppHed by J. C. Bolster. In 
1896, L. W. Simmons. In 1897, supplied by W. S. Trow- 
bridge. Members 26, probationers 12, Sunday-school scholars 
45, a church valued at $1,000, paid pastor $199, presiding elder 
$4, raised for missions $7. 

Nord, on the Sacramento District, was this year left to be 
suppHed. It lacked the supply. In 1890 it was supplied by 
Ernest Gregg. In 1891, G. G. Walter. In 1892, supplied by 
J. Massie. In 1893, supplied by H. J. Smith. In 1895, sup- 
plied by D. T. Monroe. In 1897, suplied by G. O. Hundley. 
Xo members nor Sunday-school reported. A church valued 
at $1,300 and a parsonage valued at $200. Paid pastor ^u)6. 

Pleasant Grove and Sheridan was this year supplied by T. 
Murrish. He reported 40 communicants, 88 Sunday-school 
scholars, and two churches valued together at $2,700. In 
1890 it was called simply Pleasant Grove, Mr. Murrish still in 
charge. In 1892, supplied by W. S. Withrow. In 189 j, P. P. 
Hamilton. In 1896 it was called Pleasant Grove and Sheri- 
dan, with J. Williams in charge. In 1897 it was left to be sup- 
plied. Members 42, one local preacher, 96 scholars in Sunday- 
school, two churches valued at $2,400, paid pastor $318, pre- 
siding elder $31, bishops $2, raised for missions $8. 

Newman Circuit was this year named and supplied by J. 
Jeffery. He reported 31 communicants, and 15 scholars in 
Sunday-school, but no church property. In 1890, W. P. S. 
Duncan. In 1892, J. E. Wickes. In 1894, C. H. Kirkbride. 
In 1896, S. E. Crowe. In 1897, W. T. Curnow. Members 55, 
probationers 9, Sunday-school scholars 100, a church valued 
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at $3,000, a parsonage valued at $500, paid pastor $672, pre- 
siding elder $27, bishops $1, raised for missions $11. 

Campbells and Saratoga were set apart as a charge this 
year, with T. B. Hopkins its pastor. At the end of his second 
year he reported 99 communicants, 115 Sunday-school schol- 
ars, a church valued at $3,500, which church was at Camp- 
bells. In 1895 Saratoga was set oflf as a charge by itself, and 
Campbells was in charge of W. Anguin. His pastorate passes 
the time fixed as our limit. Members 106, one local preacher, 
130 scholars in Sunday-school, a church valued at $3,000, a 
parsonage valued at $1,100, paid pastor $1,050, presiding elder 
$38, bishops $8, raised for missions $76. 



CHAPTER XLV. 



1890. 



The Thirty-Eighth Conference. 

On the tenth of September Bishop Goodsell called the con- 
ference to order in the Grove. W. S .Urmy being a presiding 
elder, a new secretary was cho-sen. The choice fell on M. D. 
Buck as the result of the third ballot. G. W. Gray was present 
at the conference in the interests of the Freedmen's Aid Soci- 
ety, of which he was th-e Assistant Corresponding Secretary. 
The usual $30 from the chartered fund, and the unusual sum 
of $1,197 from the Book Concern, came to aid the confer- 
ence in caring for its claimants. 

The Lay As-sociation met on the nth and organized by the 
election of Peter Bohl of Sacramento, president; Dr. J. X. 
Bird of San Francisco, W. L. Oge of San Rafael, and Mrs. 
Dr. Bentley of Oakland, vice-presidents ; Robert McElroy of 
San Francisco, secretary ; James L. Case of San Francisco, 
assistant secretary ; E. S. Finch of Oakland, correspond- 
ing secretary. The following summary of papers read, 
and addresses delivered, will serve to sihow the drift of thought 
in this representative meeting of laymen. Addresses by min- 
isters, of which there were several, are not here mentioned. 
They came in as a matter of course. Report of the committee 
on the state of the Church, read by W. L. Oge of San Rafael. 
An address by Miss Sarah M. Severance of Gilroy, on the ad- 
mission of women to the General Conference. A paper by H. 
J. McCoy of San Francisco, on "The Relation of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church to Xon-church Going Young Men." A 
paper ])y Chauncy Dunn of Sacramento, on "The Tendency 
to Substitute the Prayer Meeting for the Class Meeting. R. 
W. Bell of Santa Rosa, sent a paper on ^'Expenses of Super- 
vision in Our Church, from a Layman's Standpoint." A paper 
on "Young People's Work," by James F. Forderer of Ala- 
meda. A paper by Professor S. D. Waterman on "Church 
]^lusic." M. T. Holcomb of Oakland, read a paper on **Bus- 
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iness Methods in Church Finance/' J. W. Butler of San 
Francisco, gave an address on "The Bible in the Sunday- 
school." A paper by L. P. Craft of San Jose, on "The Liter- 
ary and Social Work of the Church." Chauncey Gaines of 
Berkeley delivered an address on "Equal Representation in 
the General Conference." An organization was effected to 
collect and invest money for the benefit of Conference Claim- 
ants. The following trustees of this society were elected. J. 
W. Whiting, James A. Clayton, S. E. Holden, R. V. Watt, N. 
J. Bird, Peter Bohl, Justus Greeley, C. W. Kinsey, and S. W. 
Ferguson. The Association passed a resolution that women 
were entitled to seats in all bodies of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. One hundred and sixty delegates were present, 
representing 79 charges. 

Statistics. Members of conference 183, probationers 24, 
local preachers 136, members of churches 12,378, probationers 
1,710, churches 176, probable value $1,088,379, parsonages 91, 
probable value $127,250, Sunday-schools 210, oflficers and 
teachers 2,468, scholars 18,656, conversions 1,076, collected 
for Conference Claimants $4,148, for missions, from Churches 
$6,972, from Sunday-school-s $3,153, for Woman's Foreign 
Missions $76, for Woman's Home Missions $838, for Ohiurch 
Extension $2,062, for Tract Society. $;^2;^y for Bible Society 
$567, for Sunday-school Union $345, for Freedmen's Aid 
•$693, Education $860. Received for English work $4,530, 
for Swedish $1,300, for Norwegian and Danish $1,170. 

The Stockton District was now called the Oakland. A. N. 
Fisher was appointed to a new district called the Honolulu. 
No other changes. There were 158 pastoral charges. 

The following transfers were received at this conference 
session. Graebert Anderson from the Norwegian and Danish 
Conference, who came to labor among ihis own people. In 
1892 he was transferred to the Western Norwegian and Dan- 
ish Conference. 

J. P. Bishop from the Colorado. He did one year's work 
and then took a supernumerary relation. In 1892 he was 
transferred to the Cincinnati Conference. 

Angelo Canoll was transferred from the Providence Con- 
ference. He was born in Albany, New York, July 8, 1832. 
He was reared in the Protestant Episcopal Church, but at the* 
age of sixteen he was converted and joined the Methodist 
Church. His opportunities of education were limited, but 
most faithfully used. He joined the Troy Conference in 1852. 
In i860 he married Miss Sarah E. Wood of West Troy, N. Y. 
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He died in Chico, March 22. 1895. It was said of him by one 
who knew, "He had the instincts of a poet, as well as the 
temperament and genius of an orator. A sweet singer, he 
was a composer of hymns and tunes of rare merit." 

Chan Hon Fan was a transfer from the Oregon Confer- 
ence, though a fruit of our mission in San Francisco. He 
joined the Puget Sound Conference in 1884. He has been 
faithfully and ably at work among his people since that time. 
A. X. Fisher has been written about in another place. 

Gottlob Jaiser came from the West German Conference. 
It is presumable that he became a member of the German Con- 
ference in 1891. 

S.\'. Leech was a special transfer from the Troy Confer- 
ence. He remained two years and was then transferred to the 
Colorado Conference. 

Joseph R. Watson was a transfer from the Idaibo Confer- 
ence. He joined the Central Illinois Conference in 1881. He 
remains with us doing effective work. 

Three were received on their credentials from other 
Methodist bodies. Herman Bauer came to us from the Evan- 
gelical Association, and went with the German ministers into 
that conference. 

Otto Christofferson was from theWesleyan Conference of 
New Zealand, and in 1892 went into the Norwegian and Dan- 
ish Conference. 

James Young was born in Calderside, Blantyre, Scot- 
land, April 17, 1857. He was brought by his parents to Can- 
ada in 1858. While attending High School at Smithville, the 
sudden death of a schoolmate led to his conversion. He was 
then about fifteen years of age. Only three years later he 
preached hi-s first sermon in the presence of his teachers and 
fellow students. He united with the Niagara Conference of 
the Canadian Methodist Episcopal Church in 1878. He did 
very eflficient work in that Church, and also in the Canadian 
Methodist Church after the union. In 1884 he entered Garrett 
Biblical Institute, whence he graduated in 1888. Persuing his 
studies for a time in a normal school in Indiana, he reached 
California in 1890. His work was in every way acceptable and 
useful until 1896, when poor health caused him to take a sup- 
ernumerary relation. He engaged in business in order to 
provide for his mother, in whose behalf he carried an insur- 
ance on his life. He continued however, to preach as often as 
opportunity occured. The last Sunday of his life he preached 
twice at places some miles ai>art. Itie evening sermon was 
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one of unusual power. It was his last cry to a dying world, 
himself dying at the time. At the close of the sermon he 
sang the words : 

My soul in sad exile was out on life's sea, 

So burdened with sin and distressed, 
Till I heard a sweet voice saying, make me your choice,. 

And I entered the haven of rest. 

At midnight of that day he awoke saying, "My head, my 
head!" and in a short time became unconscious. He died 
Monday evening, March 14, 1898. Thus quickly he realized 
the fruition of the last verse of the song he sang less than 
twenty-four hours before his death. 

"I've anchored my soul in the haven of rest, 

1*11 sail the wide seas no more; 
The tempest may sweep o'er the wild stormy deep. 

In Jesus Im safe evermore." 

One of the largest classes in the history of the conference 
was received on trial this year. Of many of them little is 
known by the writer. None of them have given any account 
of their early life. We shall name them all briefly, tell what 
is known. William Ackroyd was transferred as a probationer 
to the New York Conference in 1892. George Wallace 
Beattie i-s a useful member of our conference. Herbert F. 
Briggs is the youngest son of Dr. M. C. Briggs, a native of 
California, a graduate of the Northwestern and of the Bos- 
ton School of Theology, has taken a two years' post graduate 
course in Germany, and is at this time a member of our confer- 
ence, and doing . splendid work as a professor in the Iliflf 
Sdhool of Theology. M. S. Cross still abides with us serving: 
the Church very efficiently as professor in our University. 
James JeflFery is one of our valuable young men. Joseph 
Johns was discontinued at the end of one year. George H. 
Jones is well educated and doing good service for the Mas- 
ter. Gustav E. Kallstadt was a Swede, and labored among 
hi-s people. In 1893 he was transferred to the Northwest 
Swedish Conference. Frederick A. McFaull was received into 
full connection at the proper time, continued in the work until 
1896, when he withdrew from the conference. George M. 
Meese is still at work making a good record. Henry Pearce 
spent several years in Nevada, but is now doing good work in. 
the bounds of the conference to which he has all the time been 
attached. 'William C. Robins is making good proof of his calU 
Teikichi Sunamoto is a Japanese who remained on trial until 
1894 when he was transferred to the Japan Conference. L 
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Takatori was another Japanese. He died before the year end- 
ed. Charles E. Winning is a son of E. A. Winning, and is 
making a valuable pastor and preacher. Frederick R. Winsor 
has spent 'hds time and labors in the Nevada Mission, where he 
seems to be a valuable minister. 

Manchester comes into view with W. P. Grant in charge. 
He was followed by C. F. McNeill in 1895. In 1896 Novarro 
was added, McNeill still in charge. In 1897, D. W. Calfee. 
Though the name in the appointment this year is simply 
Manchester, the name in the statistical tables the next year 
was Manchester and Greenwood. Members 90, probationers 
17, Sunday-school scholars 65, two churches valued at $3,500, 
a parsonage valued at $800, paid pastor $750, presiding elder 
$56, bishops $8, raised for missions $33. 

Sebastopol is a name that perpetuates Russian occupation 
of California soil. It was long before this time connected with 
other charges, whose history must suffice for this also. This 
year it stood by itelf with L. Ewing in charge. The next year 
it was Sebastopol and Bloomfield, with Ewing still in charge. 
In 1895 it was simply Sebastopol with. F. L. Tuttle in charge. 
In 1893, supplied by T. R. Hartley. In 1896, J.C. Bolster, who 
was returned in 1897. Members 121, probationers 19, one 
local preacher, 160 scholars in Sunday-school, a church valued 
at $3,500, a parsonage valued at $800, paid pastor $700, pre- 
siding elder $40, bishops $2, raised for missions $14. 

Dunsmuir was suppHed this year by G. W. Richardson. 
In 1891, W. E. Miller. In 1892, T. E. Sisson. In 1893, sup- 
plied by W. H. Northrup. In 1894, W. C. Gray. In 1895 
Dunsmuir and Sisson had E. H. ^lackay as pastor. In 1896, 
H. C. Langley. In 1897 it was alone and supplied by J. \V. 
Johnstone. Members 16, scholars in Sunday-school 60, a 
church valued at $1,500, a parsonage valued at $600, paid 
pastor $500, presiding elder $39, raised for missions $7. 

Round Mountain was made a charge this year, but left to 
be supplied. It was not named m 1891, but in 1892 it was 
supplied by C. H. Pahn. In 1893 it was left to be supplied. 
In 1894, supplied by H. J. Smith. In 1895 it was supphed by 
G. C. Gaban. He remained in charge until our historic period 
was past. Members, 49, probationers 7, Sunday-school schol- 
ars 50, a church valued at $250, paid pastor $220, presiding 
elder $10, bishops $2. 

Golden Gate is a su])urb of Oakland. This year it was 
made a charge under the suprevision of F. K. Baker. In 
1891, J. B. Chynoweth. In 1894, H. L. Gregory. In 1895, J- 
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E. Henderson. In 1896, J. R. Wolfe. In 1897, H. O. Edson. 
Members 49, probationers 3, Sunday-school scholars 74, a 
church valued at $7,000, paid pastor $396, presiding elder $13, 
bishops $1, raised for missions $6. 

A new charge in Oakland called Twenty-third Avenue, was 
started this year, with John Watson, a local preacher, belong- 
ing to Eight Avenue, in charge. A lot was secured, a half- 
board and half canvass tabernacle erected, which served the 
purpose of a church until 1894. It then gave place to the, pres- 
ent structure which cost about $8,000. A debt was left which 
nearly swamped the enterprise. It was paid part at a time, 
until the pastorate of E. M. Hill, who heroically raised the last 
$3,000. However this takes us beyond our period. During 
the pastorate of G. R. Stanley the location was changed to 
rwenty-fourth avenue, and the name changed accordingly. 
The pastorates were as follows: In 1891, G. R. Stanley. In 
1893, W. S. Kelly. In 1895, T. S. L.Wallis. In 1897/ J. L. 
Trefien Members 70, probationers 3, Sunday-school schol- 
ars 75, a church valued at $8,000, paid pastor $602, presiding 
elder $25, bishops $2, raised for missions $12. 

St. Paul's, San Francisco, except as pertaining to a Ger- 
man Church, is an unknown Methodist organization in that 
city. Yet here it is, though left to be supplied. Perhaps it 
was the suggested name of a new charge to be started on Van 
Ness avenue. Such a charge, though not by this name, was 
reported by G. W. Beatty in 189 1, at which time R. S. Can tine 
was appointed to it. Property was bought or bargained for, 
and a temporary building erected thereon. It was supposed 
that a gift from Samuel Hancock, a prominent layman of 
Howard-street Churcb, had made this venture a certain suc- 
cess in the future. In 1892 Dr. Cantine left the charge, and 
Samuel Hirst was appointed. In 1893, J. Kirby. In 1894 it 
was abandoned. There is considerable history connected with 
this enterprise, with some of which the writer is acquainted. 
However he dares not write more without more fully knowing 
all the facts. : 



CHAPTER XLVL 



1891. 



The Thirty-Ninth Conference. 

It met on the 9th of September and adjourned on the 15th. 
Bishop Mallalieu presided and M. D. Buck was secretary. We 
received $30 from the Chartered Fund, and $1,560 from the 
Book Concern, for our Conference Claimants. The last named 
amount was greeted with prolonged applause. Dr. J. O. 
Peck lepiesented the Missionary Society, and largely 
contributed to keep the conference in revival heat while it 
lasted. Dr. Homer Eaton of the Book Concern was also pres- 
ent during mudhi of the session. It was at this time that the 
Fred Finch Orphanage took its rise through an organization 
effected by the conference. Its history is too long to be re- 
hearsed here. Captain and Mrs. D. B. Finch will have the 
gratitude of hundreds and probably thousands, of homeless 
orphans, for their generous contribution to this cause. The 
.quadrennial election of delegates took place at this time. On 
the second ballot C. V. Anthony and J. N. Beard were elected. 
On the third ballot W. R. Gober and J. D. Hammond were 
elected. J .Coyle and W. W. Case were reserve delegates. 

The Lay Electoral Conference met on the nth and elected 
E. W. Playter of Oakland, and Chauncey Gaines of Berkeley 
delegates. C. B. Perkins of San Francisco, and Chauncey 
Dunn of Sacramento, reserve delegates. As Mr. Gaines mov- 
ed out of the bounds of the conference before the session of 
the General Conference, C. B. Perkins went in has place. 

The Lay Association met on the loth, and elected the 
following officers: Chauncey Gaines of Berkeley, president; 
L. P. Kraft of San Jose, \V. F. Cronemiller of Sacramento, 
and Mrs. S. E. Holden of Xapa, vice-presidents; Joseph G. 
.Sanchez of San Francisco, secretary; L. J. Norton of Napa, 
corresponding sercretary ; M. T. Holcomb of Oakland, treas- 
Airer. The following papers were read and th«e subjects more 
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or less discussed. A lengthy report of the committee on the 
state of the Church, contributed by Dr. W. F. Lewi« of Oak- 
land. The committee on the permanent support of superan- 
nuates reported a relief organizatipn effected, and the first 
installment of $ioo paid over to the conference stewards. The 
first contribution to this fund was made by Mrs. Ava Austin 
of Vallejo. She gave the sum of $2,000, the largest amount 
yet contributed. O. G. Hughson read a paper on the "Ep- 
'worth League — Past and Future." Professor W. D. Kings- 
bury read a paper on the *'Epworth Guards," a branch of the 
^'BoA's* Brigade," then quite popular in San Francisco. Dr. 
Lewis of Oakland contributed a papfer on "Normal Training, 
and the Graded Sunday-sdhool." E. A. Girvin of San Fran- 
cisco contributed a paper on "Practical Church Work in Our 
Cities." Affectionate resolutions were passed in reference to 
J. M. Buffington of Oakland, Edward Moore of Stockton, 
and Gilbert R. Keyes of Oakland, all of whom had died dur- 
ing the year. Seventy-eight charges were represented by 156 
delegates. 

Statistics. Members of conference, 180; probationers, 28: 
members of churches, 12,855 ; probationers, 1,673; local 
preachers, 140; Sunday-schools, 227; officers and teachers, 
2,540; scholars, 19,587; conversions, 811; churches, 188; 
probable value, $1,173,470; collected for missions — from 
churches, $8,098; from Sunday-sdhools, $2,909; for Woman's 
Foreign Missions, $164 ; for Woman's Home Missions, $2,880; 
for Conference Claimants, $4,674; for Church Extension, $2,- 
000: for Tract Society, $378; for American Bible Society, 
$486 ; for Sunday-school Union, $393 ; for Freedmen's Aid, 
$1,563; for Education, $826. Amounts from the Missionary 
Society — ^$4,265 for English work, $1,736 for the Swedish 
•WQ(rk, $1,551 for Norwegian and Danish, $7,737 for Chi- 
nese, and $4,960 for Japanese. 

We will give the districts as manned this year. Napa, W. 
S. Urmy. Oakland, R. Bentley. Sacramento, A. T. Need- 
ham. San Francisco, F. D. Bovard. Honolulu District, 
abandoned. There were 155 pastoral appointments. 

R. S. Cantine came to us from the Southern California 
'Conference. He joined the Rock River Conference in 1869. 
In 1897 he was transferred back to the Southern CaHfornia 
Conference, where he is still at work. He is a man of great 
abilities. 

Eli McClislh is a graduate of the Northwestern Univer- 
3itv. and also of Garrett Biblical Institute. He united with 
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the Central Illinois Conference in 1871. He had been severat 
years in the educational work before coming to California. 
Alter two very successful pastorates he accepted tlie position- 
of President of our University, where lie is doing valuable ser- 
vice now. 

Thomas Leak came from the West Wisconsin Conference, 
V. hicli body he joined in 1887. He is doing effective work. 

August Peterson came to us from the Southern California 
Conference, and labored for one year among the Swedes. He 
then took a supernumerary relation, w^hidh he has kept to this 
time. 

Isaac Crook was a transfer from the Kentucky Confer- 
ence. He came as President of the University. In 1893 he 
resigned his position, and was transferred to the Nebraska 
Conference. 

Ross Taylor was re-admitted on his certificate of location, 
and appointed editor of the African Ncivs. In 1897 he was 
transferred to one of the New York Conferences. 

S. E. Crowe was re-admitted on his credentijils from the- 
Idaho Conference. He joined the Columbia River Confer- 
ence in 188 1. He is still doing effective work. 

Twelve probationers were received at this conference: Si- 
mon L. Boyers was transferred to the Central Ohio Confer- 
ence in 1892. Frank E. Brown was received into full connec- 
tion in 1893. He was in the Nevada Mission until 1897. ^Vil- 
liam Burchett dropped out of the class at the end of the vear. 
Sokichi Doi, a Japanese, was received into full connection in- 
1893, and withdrew from tjhe conference in 1896. Zinjiro Hi- 
rota was also a Japanese. He was received into full connec- 
tion in 1893, and continues in the work. David F. KuflFel was- 
received into full connection in 1893, was made supernumer- 
ary in 1894, and withdrew from the conference in 1895. Tei- 
kichi Matsuda had his name changed according to a peculiar 
custom in Japan, and the next year is found in the Minutes as 
Teikichi Kawabe. In 1893 he was discontinued. John S. 
Meracle attended Boston University, and in 1895 ^'^s trans- 
ferred to the St. Louis .Conference. William H. Robinson 
w as discontinued at the end of one year. Jdhn Stephens has 
made a most gratifying success in his ministry. He lives to- 
be heard from. Theodore Taylor was received into full con- 
nection in 1893. He has been continuously in Nevada Mis- 
sion since he joined the conference. Henry J. Winsor was 
received into full connection in 1892, and so his probation 
must have dated from 1890, though there is no statement to 
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that effect in the Minutes of that year. He, too, was in the Ne- 
vada Mission until 1896. 

Farmington in the eig^hties was an important appointment 
on the Linden charge. At that time services were held in a 
church owned by the Cumberland Presbyterians. In 1891 it 
was made a separate charge, with J. Stephens pastor. In 1893, 
J. W. Ross. In 1894, T. S. L. Wallis. In 1895, T. B. Palmer. 
In 1897, F. A. Morrow. Members, 'J2 ; probationers, 8 ; Sun- 
day-school scholars, 131; two churches, valued together at 
$4,500; one parsonage, valued at $1,200; paid pastor $850; 
presiding elder, $50; bishops, $6; raised for missions, $29. 

Pine Grove is a few miles from V^olcano. It belonged to the 
Volcano work, and probably took the name of the charge this 
year. In the eighties we held services in a hall. In 189 1 it 
was supplied by W. S. Withrow. In 1895, suppHed by Rob- 
ertson Burley. In 1896, supplied by H. O'. Edson. In 1897, 
E. J. Wilson. Members, 44; probationers, 9; Sunday-school 
scholars, 85 ; two churches — probably one at Volcano — val- 
ued together at $1,800; paid pastor, $419; presiding elder, 
-$10 ; bi'shops, $2 ; raised for missions, $5. 

Olinda on the Sacramento District was this year supplied 
by W. W. Gleason. In 1893, A- L. Walker. In 1896 it was 
Olinda and Enterprise, Walker still in charge. In 1897 Olinda 
was alone with Charles B. Messenger supplying it. Members, 
105 ; probationers, 15 ; Sunday-school scholars, 50; one church 
valued at $750; paid pastor, $187; presiding elder, $11 ; bish- 
ops, $1 ; raised for missions, ^4. 

Madrone and Coyote was an appointment this year in 

charge of F. A. McFaull. A church was dedicated by the 

writer, near Coyote, in the spring following. It was not in 

the list of 1892, but was probably a part of the charge there 

called Emada. 



CHAPTER XLVII. 

1892. 
The Fortieth Conference. 

Our gathering in the grove was on the 7th of September, 
anil we scattered on the 12th. Bishop Vincent presided, and 
M. D. Buck was secretan*. Because of the death of his dear 
son our secretan* was not present at the opening of the con- 
ference, and Dr. Heacock filled the place until his arrival. 
The Chartered Fund sent us S25. and the Book Concern 
$1.^8^ for the Conference Claimants. Dr. J. L. Hurlbut was 
present to represent the Sunday-school Union and Tract So- 
ciety. It was at rhis conference that the plan of annuities for 
Conference Claimants was adopted which was afterward in the 
discipline. 

The Lay Association met on the 8th at 1 130 p. m., and 
openeil their session wirh reading the Scriptures and prayer by 
C. \V. Kinsev of Oakland. The officers elected were ilvron 
T. Holcomb of Oakland, president ; T. P. Williamson of 
Stockton, Mrs. Dr. r>eard of Napa, and J. M. Long of Stock- 
ton, vice-presidents: Henry G. Turner of Modesto, recording 
secretary: J. \\*. Husband, corresponding secretary. The fol- 
lowing subjects were presented, and to some extent discussed 
bv the Association. A lengthy report on "The State of the 
Church," presented by O. G. Hughson. "Should the Time 
Limit Be Removed?" .\ vote was taken on this, only thirteen 
voting in favor, and all the rest voting against it. "Should the 
C)fficiarv of the Church be Chosen by the Congregation?" 
This also was put to vote, and all voted for the change. The 
first of the two last named subjects was presented by Dr. 
Lewis of Oakland, the last by Rolla \\ Watt of San Fran- 
cisco. E. W. Playter of Oakland read a paper on "Some 
l\atures of the Last General Conference." L. J. Norton on 
• TIk- Dutv of Liivnien 10 Our Educational Institutions." James 
L. Case on •Evanj^clistic Work in Cities." Mrs. S. J. Church- 
ill of San lose on "Woman and the l>fficiar>- of the Church.'* 
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Th ere were 211 delegates present representing 97 charges^ 
This was the largest attendance yet witnessed. 

Statistics. — Members of conference 190, probationers 23^. 
members of diurches 13,983, probationers 3,168, local preach- 
ers 150, Sunday-schools 230, officers and teachers 2,631, schol- 
ars 19,919 conversions 1,368, collected for Conference Claim- 
ants $4,889, for missions, from churches $8,649, from Sunday- 
schools $3,210, for Woman's Foreign Missions $210, for Wo- 
man's Home Missions, $4,068, for Church Extension $2,478, 
for Tract Society $315, for the Sunday-school Union $333,. 
for Bible Society $570, for Freedmen's Aid $1,293, for Educa- 
tion $778. The amounts given to the conference by the Mis- 
sionary Society were, for English work $7,000, for Swedish 
work $3,000, the Germans, the Norwegians and Danes had 
each its own conference. The Chinese and Japanese appropri- 
ations were not given in the minutes. 

No changes occurred in district work except the appoint- 
ment of Dr. Jewell to Oakland District, and the creation of a 
Swedish District with E. A. Davidson in charge. There were- 
170 pastoral charges. 

Marcus F. Colburn was a man of polished character. He 
was bom in Massachusetts in 1851, graduated from the Bos- 
ton School of Theology in 1876, and having taken a post 
graduate course in oratory, he joined tihe New England South- 
ern Conference in 1878. On account of health he was trans- 
ferred to the Southern California Conference in 1881. For 
more than ten years he did very valuable service in that field. 
In 1892 he Wa'S transferred to our conference and stationed at 
East Oakland. After one year he took a trip around .the 
world. Ill health delayed him, and it was not until 1895 that 
he was ready for work. After one year's work in Grace 
Church, he entered very suddenly into rest. He died Septem- 
ber 22, 1896. 

James Williams came to us from the Black Hills Mission 
Conference. He was born in Columbianna County, Ohio, 
June 19, 1845. His parents were Friends, but both died while 
he was quite young, and he was strangely led off on the fron- 
tier. He enlisted as a Union soldier in the Civil War and did 
good service for his country. He came in conscious posses- 
sion of a knowledge of his acceptance with God when only 
seven years old. That experience had its influence on his after 
life. For two years he was camp boy for trappers, and for 
a longer time in the army. Yet he never uttered a profane 
oath, nor told an obscene story. When seventeen years old he- 
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had an unutterable longing after God, which led him again 
into a sweet and happy experience. In 1866 he was licensed 
to preach, and the next year he entered the Des Moines Con- 
ference. Mr. Williams is, body and soul, a fine specimen of a 
healthy Christian. * 

S. M. Driver came to us from the Idaho Conference. He 
joined the Oregon Conference in 1878. He was expelled from 
our conference in 1894. 

E. A. Davidson came to us from the Puget Sound Confer- 
ence. He joined the North West Swedish in 1886. In 1895 
he wa-s transferred to the Central Swedish Conference. 

Komeji Ishizaka was a transfer from the Japan Confer- 
ence. He was transferred back to that conference in 1896. 

Alfred Kummer was a transfer from the Oregon Confer- 
ence. He joined the Northwest Indiana Conference in 1879. 
He is making a splendid record as a pastor and preacher. 

A. L. Walker was a transfer from the St. Louis Confer- 
ence. * He joined the Tennessee Conference in 1876. He is 
still doing effective service among u«. 

There were six probationers received at this conference. 
William T. Curnow, a native of Cornwall, England, was a 
graduate of our University. He was received into full connec- 
tion in 1894, worked faithfully for the Master until April 2, 
1900, when he went home. He was born February 15, 1867. 

Everett M. Hill is a scholarly and able minister of the Lord 
Jesus, and has done excellent service to the present time. 

Oliver G. Hughson was received into full connection in 
1895, was made a supernumerary in 1896, and took a location 
in 1899. 

Hokashichi Kihara, a Japanese, was received into full con- 
nection in 1894, and has been constantly at work since, much 
of the time in the Hawaiian Islands. 

George M. Richmond was received into full connection in 
1894, and has been doing effective work ever since. 

Jesse B. Rutter was received into full connection in 1894. 
His name mysteriously disappears from the roll in 1897. The 
writer has been unable to find out how he was disposed of. 
Probably transferred without any note being made of the fact. 

Emada was supplied by Ernest Grigg, a student in our 
University. In 1893 it was Emada and Morgan Hill with O. 
M. Hester in charge. His post office was at Coyote. In 
1894, S. E. Crowe. In 1896, A. L. Walker, according to the 
minutes. But L. P. Walker reported it the next year, and no 
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doubt he was the man intended. He was re-appointed in 
1897. Members 62, one local preacher, 100 sdholars in Sun- 
day-school, two churches valued together at $2,400, one par- 
sonage valued, at $600, paid pastor $590, presiding elder $16, . 
raised for missions $32. 



CHAPTER XLVIII. 
1893. 
The Forty-First Conference. 

Bishop Andrews presided over the meeting in the Grove, 
beginning September 6th and ending the nth. M. D. Buck 
was secretary. C. H. Payne was present in the interests of our 
Board of Education. He entered very heartily into the plans 
being formed to consolidate our educational institution's. A 
gift of a quarter-section of timber land in Mendocino County 
to the Laymen's Relief Association, for the benefit of Confer- 
ence Claimants, was recognized with hearty thanks. It came 
from Joseph Shepherd and wife. A parsonage valued at $i,- 
loo had been given the Church at Newcastle by George D. 
Kellogg and wife, for which the conference also voted thanks. 
Miss Winnie C. Rich was consecrated to the office of a dea- 
coness. She is sister to the well known Charles E. Rich of 
our conference. The history of the deaconess movement in 
San Francisco is full of interest. We could not do it justice 
in this place. The events are so recent the Church will cer- 
tainly not let them be lost. 

The' Lay Association met on the 7th and were called to 
order by J. M. Long of Stockton. Prayer was offered by O. 
B. Smith of Oakland. The officers selected were Robert Hus- 
band of Alameda, president; Mrs. T. O. Lewis of San Fran- 
cisco, P. R. Wells of San Jose, and W. S. Kelley of Pine 
Grove, vice-presidents; W. H. Bone of Berkeley, secretary; 
H. E. Williamson of Stockton, corresponding secretary ; Wil- 
liam Abbott of San Francisco, treasurer. One evening of the 
session was given to a concert. The subjects discussed were as 
follows : The report on the "State of the Church'* was read by 
W. S. Kelley, though written by M. T. Holcomb of Oakland. 
I. J. Truman of San Francisco read a paper on "Managing 
Church Finances." A paper written by Walter F. Lewis, but 
read by the secretary, on "The Removal of the Time Limit/' 
provoked considerable discussion. The paper was for the 
• change, but the Association voted unanimously in favor of 
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Captain Anderson's resolution that the time limit ought not: 
to be removed. Loving, but brief, memoirs were adopted in- 
regard to the deaths of J. R. Sims, E. W. Playter, and Mrs. 
Charles. Goodall. There were 147 delegates present, repre- 
senting 86 churches. 

Statistics. — Members of conference 193, probationers 24, 
local preachers 139, members of churches 15,337, probationers: 
2,376, Sunday-schools 244, officers and teachers 2,870, schol- 
ars 20,501, conversions 1,052, churches 206, probable value 
$1,304,500, parsonages no, probable value $165,680, collected' 
for Conference Claimants $4,643, for missions, from churches - 
$8455, from Sunday-schools $2,946, for Woman's Foreign 
Missions $821, for Woman's Home Missions $3,629, for 
Church Extension $2,155, ^^^ Sunday-school Union $350. for- 
Tract Society $343, for Freedmen's Aid $1,218, Chil- 
dren's Fund $707, other objects $365, American Bible- 
Society $487, amounts of missionary money appropriated 
to the conference, $8,000 for the English, and $3,300 for the- 
Swedish work. 

E. R. Willis was appointed presiding elder of Xapa Dis- 
trict, J. Coyle to the San Francisco, a Chinese District was 
formed, with F. J. Masters in charge, and a Japanese District 
with M. C. Harris in charge. There were 179 pastoral charg- 
es. 

For a wonder no transfers nor re-admissions occurred at 
this conference. There were eleven received on trial. Kiku- 
tara Afatsuno was a Japanese, and was discontinued at the- 
end of one vtar. 

John Williams was born in Cornwall, England, October 
31, 1865. He was converted in 1882, came to America in. 
1884, Wis licensed to preach in RepubHc, Michigan, came to 
California in 1886, and entered 5s'^apa College, graduating 
in the academic department. After some further studies he- 
was received on trial in 1893, and into full connection in 1897. 
He is still doing effective work. 

Oliver M. Hester was received into full connection in 1895, 
and has been faithfullv at work since. Ernest B. Winning: is a 
son of E. A. Winning, and belongs to a preaching family. He- 
was received into full connection in 1896, and is doing effec- 
tive work. Winfield S. Kelley was received into full connec- 
tion in 1895, in 1897 was left without appointment to attend 
school. Frank Hindson was received into full connection in? 
1895 and is doing effective work. His name is now writtem 
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in the conference roll as F. J. Hindson. Edward J. Wilson 
was received into full connection in 1895 and is making a good 
record. 

Fred A. Keast was born in Cornwall, England, August 
17, 1869, converted at the age of -sixteen, studied mining, went 
to South Africa to pursue that calling, returned after ten years 
and then came to America. All the tim^ after his conversion 
he felt a call to preach the Gospel, but resisted it through 
diffidence. Soon after joining our Church in Grass Valley he 
was licensed to preach in the fall of 1889. In 1892 he supplied 
Ophir, where blessed results followed his preaching. He now 
no longer refused to take up his life work. He is still success- 
fully at it. 

Charles Fremont WitJhrow was born in Mills County, 
Iowa, March 11, 1862. When about ten years old he went 
with his parents to Dakota, whence after about six years they 
removed to Nebraska. He attended public schools as he had 
opportunity, and when nineteen years old went for a time to 
Silver Ridge Seminary. After that he taught school for 
$20 per month. He was converted at a camp-meeting under 
the labors of J. R. Wolfe, now of our conference, in 1879, and 
was licen-sed to preach in 1882, supplying work the same year 
and joining the North Nebraska Conference the year follow- 
ing. He was discontinued in 1884 in order to come to Cali- 
fornia. Here he suppHed work continuously until he was re- 
^ceived on trial in 1893. 

Francis W. Lloyd was received into full connection in 1895 
and is doing effective work. Thomas H. Nicholas was a mis- 
sionary in Nevada when he joined, and has remained there 
ever since. 

Byron is a place on the West Side railroad near the place 
called Point of Timber. It was this year supplied by D. Rrill. 
In 1894, C. H. von Glahn. In 1895, A. S. Gibbons. He re- 
mains to the present time. Members 14, one probationer, 
.36 scholars in Sunday-school, a church valued at $2,500. a 
parsonage valued at $t,ooo, paid pastor $611, presiding elder 
$25, bishops $2, raised for missions $11. 

Palo Alto comes in sight this year, with M. H. Alexander 

in charge. Ample grounds were donated to the Methodist 

Episcopal Church of this place by Dr. N. J. Bird of San 

Francisco. On this the building now in use was erected. No 

^information has been furnished as to the time when tiie society 
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was organized, nor when the church was completed. In 1896,. 
L. M. Burwell became pastor. His occupancy has been until" 
now. Members 78, one local preacher, 55 scholars in Sun- 
day-school, a church valued at $4,500, paid pastor $660^ 
presiding elder $20, bishops $5, raised for missions $54. 



CHAPTER XLIX. 

1894. 

The Forty-Second Conference. 

This conference met at the Grove September 13th, and ad- 
■journed on the i8th. It was Thursday that had been fixed by 
'the bishops, but as the day of opening it proved very unsatis- 
factory, and the conference by an overwhelming vote asked 
that it might not be repeated. Bishop Fitzgerald presided and 
M. D. Buck was secretary. We received $25 from the Char- 
tered Fund, $1,3x9 from the Book Concern, and $243 from 
the Laymen's Relief Society, for the benefit of the Conference 
Claimants. Dr. J. C. Hartzell was present to represent the 
Freedmen's Aid and Southern Education Society. 

The Lay Association met on the 14th and organized by 
electing S. E. Holden of Xapa president; Mrs. Garrison Tur- 
ner of Modesto, and John Tregloan of Alameda, vice-presi- 
dents: C. E. Irons of Stockton, secretary; L J. Truman of 
San Francisco, corresponding secretary; J. L. Huntoon of 
Sacramento, treasurer. The asociation held but one session 
this ye:ir. though it was quite lengthy. The published report 
is very meagre, and we cannot tell how many churches were 
represented, nor how many delegates were present. J. W*. 
Whiting delivered an address on "Church Debts, and How to 
Avoid Them." Mrs. Garrison Turner read a paper on **Chnrch 
Socials as a Means of Grace." An address on **Equal Repre- 
sentation" was delivered by R. V. W^att. One on "The 
Church Member in Politics," by S. E. Holden. Another on 
''The Church and Social Reform/' by W. H. Bone. Loving 
tributes of respect were rendered to the memory of James 
Williamson of Santa Cruz, and T. P. Williamson of Stock- 
ton, both of whom ha\l decea-sed during the year. 

Statistics. — ]\ I embers of conference 200, probationers 2^, 
local i)rcacliers 168, members of the Churches 16,222, proba- 
itioncrs 2,614, churches 205, probable value $1,346,762, parson- 
ages 108, probable value $158,160, Sunday-schools 252, of- 
ificers and teachers 3,048, scholars 21,039, conversions 1.207. 
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collected for Conference Claimants $4,776, for missions, from 
churches $8,185, from Sunday-schools $2,730, for. Woman's 
Foreign Missions $1,370, for Woman's Home Missions $3,- 
507, for Church Extension $2,271, Sunday-school Union $329, 
for Tract Society $296, for Freedmen's Aid $1,403, 
Children's Fund $657, other educational objects $144, Ameri- 
can Bible Society $371. Missionary money apportioned to 
Ihe conference was $6,312 for English work, $2,900 for Swed- 
ish, $7,760 for Chinese, $7,550 for Japanese, $2,000 for English 
work in Honolulu, and $1,500 for Japanese work on the Ha- 
waiian Islands. For the latter object $500 additional was 
.given for immediate use. 

The only district change this year was the appointment 
of J. Kirby to the Oakland. There were 191 pastoral charges. 
W. C. Gray was a transfer from the Columbia River Con- 
ference. According to the minutes he was received on trial 
in the California Conference in 1868. In the minutes of that 
year we find the name of William P. Gray. This must have 
been by mistake for W. C. Gray. The name in no form ap- 
pears in the minutes of 1869. ^^^ want of information the 
writer would gladly have received, he is unable to write any- 
thing more. Mr. Gray is filling important charges very suc- 
cessfullv at this time. 

J. Ezra Henderson was a transfer from the Minnesota Con- 
ference. He was given a supernumerary relation in 1898, and 
located the next year. Tokutaro Nakamura was from the 
Japan Conference, who came to labor among his own people. 
He was transferred back to Japan in 1899. Takeschi Ukai 
was a probationer of one year when he transferred from the 
Des Moines Conference. The next year he was transferred to 
Japan. The last we see of his name it was written in the min- 
utes in reversed order to that given above. Nicholas G. Nel- 
son was a transfer from the Puget Sound Conference, and 
has been, and still is at work among the Swedes. 

Harcourt W. Peck was received on his credentials of mem- 
"bership in the British Columbia Conference of the Methodist 
•Church. In 1898 he was left without an appointment to at- 
■tend scool. He was one of those who had the courage of 
their convictions in regard to the manner in which the higher 
-criticism was taught in the Boston School of Theology. In 
1899 he was transferred to the Southern California Confer- 
-ence. 

There were eleven probationers received, besides Ukai, 
:above written. Three of these, Fong Sui, Lee Chin, and Lee 
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Tong Hay, were Chinese. Fong Sui died February 2^^ 1897. 
He was born in 1852 and was a frttit of our mission among 
that people. He lived a consistent life, did faithful work for 
his Master, and died a triumphant death. "I shall not be 
here long. I have finished my course. I am ready to depart 
and be with Jesvts. Outside all pain, inside all peace. Out- 
side all dark, inside all light," these were the words, and they 
indicate the spirit with which he met his death. Lee Tong 
Hay continued on trial past 1897. 

Leslie M. Burwell, William A. Kennedy, and William 
Marshall, were received into full connection in 1896, and are 
useful men. William G. Trudgeon had been for some years 
supplying work ; he was now received on trial. He was re- 
ceived into full connection in 1897. Christopher H. von Glahn 
went to Drew Theological Seminary, and in 1895 was trans- 
ferred to the New Jersey Conference. George C. King was a 
missionary in Nevada, was received into full connection in 
1896, and transferred to the Colorado Conference in 1899. 
Wilbur F. McClure was also a missionary in Nevada. He 
remained on probation until after 1897. Walter ^lorritt was a 
student at Napa, and is at present a student at Boston. 

Fruitvale Circuit was left to be suppHed. J. B. Chynoweth 
was at work on it at least part of the year,. and was regularly 
appointed there in the year following. C. G. Milnes was ap- 
pointed in 1896, and remains until now. This includes the 
church at Dimond, near the Fred Finch Orphanage. The 
orphans attend Sunday-school there. Members 33, proba- 
tioners 20, Sunday-school scholars 187, two churches valued 
together at $5,500, one parsonage valued at $1,800, paid pas- 
tor $636, presiding elder $20, bishops $3, raised for missions 
$12. 



CHAPTER L. 

1895. 

The Forty-Third Conference. 

Bishop Warren was with us in the Grove this year^ calHng 
4\\e meeting to order on the ijth of September and adjourning 
it on the i6th. M. D. Buck was secretary. Dr. Manley S. 
Hard was present to represent the Church Extension Society, 
and Dr. Homer Eaton to represent the Book Concern. The 
amount received for Conference Claimants outside the regular 
collections was as follows: $25 from the Chartered Fund, $1,- 
•620 from the Book Concern, and $137.15 from the Laymen's 
Relief Society. The election of delegates to the General 
Conference resulted in the choice of A. T. Xeedham, M. D. 
Buck; E. R. Willis, John Coyle, and John Kirby. Alternates, 
J. D. Hammond, and W. W. Case. The Shasta Vicino Re- 
treat was endorsed as a Methodist Summer Resort, and a 
board of directors nominated by the conference. 

The Lay Electoral Conference convened on the 13th, and 
organized by the election of J. W. W^hiting, president; L. J. 
Norton, secretary, and D. C. Crummey, assistant secietary. 
After receiving pledges from those who were nominated in re- 
gard to their views on subjects about which the conference 
had expressed opinions, Henry French of San Jose, and J. W. 
Whiting of San Francisco, were elected delegates, and Dr. 
W. F. Lewis of Oakland, and George D. Kellogg of New- 
castle, alternates. 

The Lay Association met as usual. Officers, C. B. Perkins, 
president; Mrs. L. H. Kellogg of Newcastle, E. Higgins of 
Oakland, and T. C. McChesney of College Park, vice-presi- 
dents ; James L. Case secretary, and J. A. Percy of San 
Francisco, corresponding secretary. Papers and addresses 
were presented on the following subjects: ''Business Meth- 
ods in the Temporalities,'' bv John A. Percv of San Francis- 
co. ''Our Educational Work/' by T. C. McChesney. "A 
Modified Form of Episcopal Itineracy," by Dr.W. F. Lewis of 
Oakland. **The Cause of the Superannuates," by Rollo V. 
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Watt of San Francisco. "The Admission of Women," by 
Miss Sarah Severance of Gilroy. The committee on creden- 
tials reported that 268 delegates 'had been elected, nearly 20a 
of whom were present. 

Statistics. — Members of conference 207, probationers 20,. 
local preachers 221, members of churches 16,802, probationers 
2,342, Sunday-schools 266, officers and teachers 3,063, schol- 
ars 21,246, conversions 903, churches 208, probable value $1.- 
248,900, parsonages 113, probable value $163,820, collected 
for Conference Claimants $3,869, for missions, from churches, 
$7,039, from Sunday-schools $2,709, Woman's Forei^ Mis- 
sions $1,523, Woman's Home Missions $2,927, Church Ex- 
tension $1,620, Sunday-school Union $287, Tract Society $264, 
Freedmen's Aid $1,328, Children's Fund $721, other 
objects $12,106, American Bible Society $393. Mission- 
ary money received by the conference, $7,112 for English 
work, $2,500 for Swedish, and $1,010 for Indian. Chinese and 
Japanese not found in the minutes. 

Xo other changes occurred in the districts than the ap- 
pointment of A. J. Gustafsen to the Swedish work. There were 
192 pastoral charges. 

Carl A. Anderson came from the Puget Sound Confer- 
ence to work among the Swedes. He joined the Northwest 
Swedish Conference in 1888. He was transferred to the West 
Swedish in 1898. W. R. Goodwin was a transfer from the 
Rock River Conference. He joined the South East Indiana 
Conference in 1857. He was transferred to the Southern Cal- 
ifornia Conference in 1896. Andrew J. Gustafson was a trans- 
fer from the Colorado Conference. He joined the Swedish 
Conference in 1873. ^^^ remains in the Swedish work. James 
F. Jenness, a probationer of the second year, was transferred 
from the Baltimore Conference and received into full connec- 
tion at this session. The next vear he went to the Iliff School 
of Theology, where he graduated in 1897. Andrew J. Xelson 
came home from the Arkansas Conference. An account of 
liim is found elsewhere. William E. Northrop was a proba- 
tioner of the second year, transferred from the North Nebras- 
ka Conference. He was transferred to the Southern California 
Conference in 1897. Julius S. Smith was from the Oregon 
Conference. He joined the Nebraska Conference in 1872. 
In 1898 he was transferred to the Columbia River Conference. 
John Telfer was transferred from the Indiana Conference, 
which body he joined in 1884. He was then, and is now, a 
missionary to Nevada. George H. Van \'liet came from. 
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North Dakota Conference, He joined the Northern New 
I York Conference in 1870. 

There were five probationers received. Oscar V. Bratt- 
le strom was a Swede. He was received into full connection in 
Toshio Fiijiwara was a Japanese, and was transferred 
r.the next year to the Japan Conference. Charles E. Irons was 
■received into full connection in 1S97, and is making a useful 
Iminister. Charles K. Jenness is a brother of J. F, Jenness, 
[above referred to. He was received into full connection in 
1897. and the same year went as a mis'sionary to Arizona. 

We have only five new charges to consider among the ap- 
pointments of tills year. Edgewood, on the Sacramento Dis- 
trict, was supplied by D. S. Wingstead. He remained until 
pfter the close of our period. Members 30, probationers g, 
Sunday-school scholars 120, two churches valued at $1,800, 
paid pastor $710, presiding elder $55, bishops $1, raised for 
niis'iions $10. 

Hart, also on the Sacramento District, was supplied by 
Joseph Long until his death in 1896, when Eb Huffaker be- 
icaine its pastor. In 1897, F. A, Keast. Members 38, proba- 
■^■oners 13, Simday-school scholars 75, a church valued at 
I, a parsonage valued at $500, paid pastor $700, presiding 
Spider $60, bishops $3, raised for missions $23. 

Honcut. above Marysville, was supplied by F. Hindson. 

Ijie remained until after 1897. Members 50, probationers 11, 

■<)ne local preacher. 95 scholars in Sunday -school, four church- 

fes valued at $3,800, paid pastor $590, presiding elder $40, 

Ibishops $2. raised for missions $15. 

Oak Park, a ■suburb of Sacramento, was supplied by F. A. 
J^orrow. In 1897 it was supplied by R. D. Russell. Mem- 
; 61, probationers 10, Sunday-school scholars 164, a 
t church valued at $4,000, paid pastor $473, presiding elder 
$i8. bishops 3, raised for missions $7, 

Saratoga and Alma were placed in charge of J. H. Wythe, 
Jr. In 1896, F. L. Tuttle. In 1897 it was Saratoga alone 
with Tuttle still in charge. Members 54, probationers 5, 
Sunday-school scholars 50, a church valued at $1,000, paid 
pastor $450, presiding elder $10, bishops $2, raised for 
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; CHAPTER LI. 

1896. 
The Forty-Fourth Conference. 

We now come to the last. conference of our Historical peri- 
od. It met September 9th and adjourned the 15th. Bishop 
Foss presided, and A. H. Needham was elected secretary, 
M. p. Buck having declined an election. The conference 
received $ I ;702 from the Book Concern, $203.60 from the 
Laymen's Fund, and $22 from the Chartered Fund, for the 
benefit of its claimants. This conference committed itself 
heartily to the movement called "The Anti-Saloon League." 

The Laymen's Association- met on t'he nth and organized 
by electing Henry Tregoning president; E. H. Smith and 
Mrs. C. .W. Kinsey vice-presidents ; James L. Case, recording 
secretary ; Joseph A. Brey, corresponding secretary ; James 
C. Zuck, treasurer. H. Norton of San Jose read a paper on 
^The Sundav-school — Its Nature and Work." Mvron T. 
Holcomb of Oakland on "Bible Culture, and Bible Schools 
Therefor, a Necessity in the Church." John F. Ames of 
Oakland sent a paper that was read by S. E. Holden of Napa, 
on "The Individual Cup." Rollo V. Watt of San Francisco 
read a paper on "The Place of Laymen in the Government 
of the Church." Prof. M. S. Cross presented t'he subject of 
the "Higher Education." John A. Percy of San Francisco 
read on "The Future of Methodism." Mrs. Dr. Osbom de- 
livered an address on "Woman's Place in the Church." The 
committee on credentials reported 266 delegates. 

Statistics. — Members of conference 213, probationers 24, 
members of churches 16,998, probationers 2,233, local preach- 
ers 140, Sunday-schools 266, officers and teachers 3,077, schol- 
ars 21,473, conversions 903, churches 218, probable value $1.- 
226,310, parsonages 119, probable value $160,630, collected for 
Conference Claimants $3,978, for missions, from churches, if7,- 
157, from Sunday-schools $2^078, for Woman's Foreign Mis- 
sions $1,326, for Woman's Home ^lissions $4,786, for Church 
Extension $1,781, for Sunday-school Union $246, for Tract 
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Society $240, for Freedmcn's Aid $1,123, for Childen's 
Fund ' $484. other objects $7'.6y6, Bible Society $379. 
The conference received from the Missionary Society 
S5.615 for English work, and $2,325 for Swedish. Other ob- 
jects not stated. 

The districts were manned this year as follows : Napa, S. (^. 
Gale; Oakland, J. Kirb}'; Sacramento, A. T, Needham; San 
Francisco, J. Coyle ; Chinese. F. J. Masters; Japanese, M. C. 
Harris; Swedish, A. J. Gustafsen. Tih^re were 190 pastoral 
charges. ■ 

There were nine- transfers to this conference. One of them, 

■ that of M. F. Colburn, was a merely nominal matter. In 1895 

■ Mr: Colburh located. Soon after he accepted the pastoral 
charge of Grace Church in San Francisco. Bishop Warren 
assented, and sent the notice of his location to the Oklahoma 
Conference, then in session. He was duly admitted on his 
certificate of location, and immediately transferred to tile Cal- 
ifornia Conference — a convenience of our itinerant system. 
F-. A. Morrow was a transfer from the Northwest Iowa Con- 
ference. He joined that conference in 1886. He remains with 

- us. Joseph Long was born in Canada in i860, converted at 
the age of seventeen, educated at Haniline University in Mia- 
ne'iota. married Miss Mary Boals of Wisconsin in 1891, grad- 
uated from the Garrett Biblical Institute in 1894, was ordained 

. elder in 1896, and died on the i8th of November of that year. 
He WHS a man much loved by all who knew him. Jeremiah 
C. Bolster, a probationer of the second year, was a transfer 
from Oregon. He is a probationer at this time. Tokumatsu 
Ikeda was a transfer from the Japan Conference, which body 
he joined in 1887. He is now a student at Drew. H. W. 
Baker, a probationer of the second year, was a transfer from 
the Central Pennsylvania Conference. He was bom in Alex- 
anciria, Pennsylvania, March 2, 1863, converted in 18815, ^'^^~ 
cated in Juniatta College, came to California in 189^, served 
Pleasanton, returned, entered the Central Pennsylvania Con- 
ference, and was transferred the next year to our conference. 
J. W. Phelps was a transfer from the Southern California 
Conference. He joined the Rock River Conference in 1869. 
C S. Morse came to us from the Central Illinois Confer- 
ence. He joined the Southern New England Conference in 
1870. F. V. Fisher was a transfer from the Southern 
California Conference to which he was re-transferred in 1897. 
Nine probatibnere were received at this time, John J. 
Pardee was a missionary to Nevada. Harry E. Milnes, a son 
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of C. G. Milnes, so well known in California, was a student 
at Boston. Robertson Burley was a probationer in 1897. The 
other six, Takusaburo, Morimoto, Suyenoshin Kawashima, 
Eisaku Tokimasa, Go Hiraga, Katsuma Kimura, Morizo Yo- 
shida, were all Japanese. S. Kawashima was discontinued at 
his own request in 1897. The ofher four are probationers now^ 
some of them pursuing their education. 

A few names need to be considered among the appoint- 
ments. This year Madera and Merced were in care of S. C. 
Elliott. This region went but from us because of a change of 
boundary between the two conferences. It came back to us 
by another change. In 1897 Merced was dropped from the 
name, and it was left to be supplied. The following figures, 
however, pertain to the two places: Members 38, probation- 
ers 5, local preachers 2, scholars in Sunday-school 42, a church 
valued at $1,000, a parsonage valued at $600, paid pastor 
$325, presiding elder $3, raised for missions $1. 

Gonzales was another charge that came in by change of 
boundary. In this case it brought in also the pastor, E. S. 
Robertson. He joined the Southern California Conference 
in 1891. He was re-appointed in 1897. • There were then 
16 members, 80 Sunday-school scholars, two churches, valued 
together at $2,000, a parsonage valued at $400, paid pastor 
$410, presiding elder $25, bishops $2, raised for missions $23. 

Shattuck Avenue is a part of Oakland. A Sunday-school 
was started several years ago, but had no permanent place of 
meeting. A lot was purchased of Mr. John Brown on the corner 
of Shattuck and Benton avenues in 1893, and a plain building 
erected thereon. The Sunday-school occupied it in April o( 
that year. For a time, H. L. Gregory of West Berkelev gave 
pastoral supervision. In 1894 it was placed in charge of Al- 
fred J. Case, a student of thie University of the Pacific. In 
1895 ^^ ^'^s regularly assigned to the West Berkeley charge. 
In 1896 it was first named in that charge with H. Pearce pas- 
tor. In 1897 West Berkeley was again left by itself and Shat- 
tuck Avenue was supplied by Hesse O. Enwall, a student of 
the University of the Pacific. The following figures cover the 
two charges of Shattuck Avenue and West Berkeley: Mem- 
bers ^2, probationers 6, Sunday-school scholars 100, two 
churches valued at $2,400, paid pastor $537, presiding elder 
$10, bishops $1, raised for missions $14. 

We have now reached the end of our fifty years' history. 
It bars been a long journey, and much of the way desert, but in 
going long distances we cannot always choose our points of 
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•observation. The reader at least can see how the Church has 
grown from the little handful put together as a class by Wil- 
liam Roberts in 1847, to the army of members and ministers 
we see in 1897. We shall take a moment's time to look at it 
once more. 

In 1897 there were 221 members of conference, and 23 pro- 
bationers. Of these 210 were effective and engaged in vorious 
forms of Church work. The Church at large had 18,074 com- 
municants. The Sunday-schools numbered 272, with 2,960 
>officers and teachers, and 21,016 scholars. These members and 
scholars were distributed among 207 pastoral charges. The 
property of the Church, not including that used for educa- 
tional work, or the Depository, amounted to the handsome 
sum of $1,246,016. Our Epworth League movement had 
eventuated in 96 organizations, besides numberless leagues 
not reported, with a membership reaching into the thousands. 
With this outfit we start on the second semi-centennial period. 
What ought to be expected, with the blessing of God, in 1947? 

Note. — The name of W. S Bovard was strangely over- 
looked. A young man of vsuch talents and prospects deserved 
a better treatment, especially from one who held him in such 
high esteem as the writer of this history. He was received 
into full conntrclion in our conference, did excellent work for a 
few years, went to the Boston School of Theology and in 1899 
was transferred to the Maine Conference. 

There are several other names overlooked, among them E. 
R. Willis and A. H. Needham. the first a transfer of 1883 ^^^^ 
the second of 1884. The writer is. certain that he wrote of 
these, and that the manuscripts were displaced in the frequent 
revising for abridgement through which it was necessary to 
subject his work in order to get it within reasonable limits. 
His intention was to have every name in this book that be- 
longed to a man who was in any way connected with his con- 
ference. It has been a difficult task, and it now appears to 
have been more imperfectly done than he had supposed. He 
relies on the charity of his brethren for faults which this book 
•contains. 
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